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designed two colonnades of 284 
columns in four rows that frame 
the piazza just like "the motherly 
arms of the church”. The obelisk 
indicate viewing points from which 
each wing of the colonnade seems 
to have only one row of columns 
rather than four abreast. Climb up 
to the top of St Peter's dome, it is a 
fantastic experience, and a great 
opportunity to enjoy a fantastic and 
dizzying city panorama all around 
Rome.

Piazza Navona

Take Via della Conciliazione from 
St. Peter's Square, and continue 
to fortress of Castel Sant’Angelo 
where you can cross the majestic 
Sant’Angelo Bridge to the other side 

of Tiber River and make our way 
left to Piazza Navona -- undeniably 
the most elegant and cheerful of 
all Roman piazzas. Established on 
the ashes of the Circo di Domiziano 
(Circus of Domitian), where athletics 
competit ions and games took 

place, Piazza Navona is enlivened 
every day by many artists who 
with their art succeed in just a few 
minutes in capturing the features 
and the typical express ions of 
those being depicted. Surrounded 
by ice cream parlors, pizza shops, 
restaurants and sidewalk cafes, 
this has always remained one of 
the favourite meeting places of 
Romans.
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Pantheon

Walk from Piazza Navona along 
Corso  de l  R inasc imento,  and 
distinctive lanes behind the Senate 
House will lead you to the Pantheon. 
Dedicated to the worship of every 
god, the Pantheon was built by the 
Emperor Hadrian between 118 and 
125 A.D. over the ruins of another 
temple dating back to 27 A.D. In 

609, it was converted into a Christian 
Church by Pope Boniface IV and 
consecrated to Santa Maria of the 
Martyrs. Turned into a memorial 
chapel for the kings of Italy in 1870, 
the tombs of Vittorio Emanuele II, 
Umberto I and Margherita of Savoy 

are to be found here together with 
that of the celebrated Renaissance 
Artist Raffaello Sanzio da Urbino, 
who is more often referred to as 
simply Raphael. Lift up your head 
on entering. Our attention is caught 
straightway by a ray of slanting 
sunlight shooting down from the 
“oculus”, a 9- metre round aperture 
at the very top of the dome that 
illuminates the entire building. If it 
is raining, watch the falling water 

invisible holes.

Piazza del Campidoglio

While being the lowest and smallest 
of the seven hi l ls of Rome, the 
Capitol ine is perhaps the most 
closely bound to the city’s history, 
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as it has been the hub of Rome’s political and religious life since ancient times. 

is encircled by two identical buildings (Palazzo dei Conservatori and Palazzo 
Nuovo, home to the Capitoline Museum) and Palazzo Senatorio, which serves as 
the seat of the Mayor of Rome.

Colosseum

As the largest amphitheatre ever built in ancient Rome, the Colosseum was 
proclaimed one of the new Seven Wonders of the World in 2007. In Italy, the 
a0mphitheatre is known as Colosseo, i.e. colossus. The name Colosseum has long 
been believed to be derived from a colossal statue of Nero nearby. Originally 
known as Flavian Amphitheatre, it was built under the emperor Vespasian, and 
was completed in 80 A. D. under his successor and heir Titus. It was used for 
gladiator fights (munera in Latin) and hunting simulations involving ferocious 
and exotic animals (venationes in Latin). With wide marble terrace encircling 
the arena, the four-storey structure comprised a large wooden floor covered 
by sand, covering an elaborate underground structure which consisted of a 
network of tunnels, hinged platforms and vertical shafts, as well as cages where 
gladiators and animals were held. Within walking distance of the Colosseum is 
the famous Arch of Constantine.

The Forums

Walk along Via dei Fori Imperiali, you can reach the Imperial Forums, the ancient 
Roman piazza best appreciated at the other side of the street. Between 1924 
and 1932, the Imperial Forums resurfaced following the demolition of which had 
been over the centuries built on top so as to clear the way for today’s Via dei 
Fori Imperiali. At the end of the Republican Age, when Rome had become the 
capital of a vast empire stretching from Gaul to Asia Minor, the old Roman Forum 

monumental centre, to be the very hub of public life. In 54 B.C., Julius Caesar was 

then the Transitional and, finally, Trajan’s Forum, which is undoubtedly the 
grandest. Together, the archaeological sites make up, from an urban standpoint, 
an organic complex renamed in the modern era the “Imperial Forums”.

Rome is old but dynamic.
A boot-sh
the most eagerly awaiting sports event at the Stadio Olimpico shared by Roma 
and Lazio football clubs. Collision between the two giants is epic of all time. 
Watching Serie A is becoming the most popular project in Rome.
To know Rome, the whole life will not be enough.
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