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PROMOTE EXTENSIVE COLLABORATION
AND MAKE OUR VOICE
HEARD IN THE WORLD
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Visiting the United Nations
and Holding the Roundtable
on “Sustainable Urban

Development and Tourism”

On 8 May 2013, World Tourism Cities Federation, Chinese
Mission to the United Nations, International Health and
Environment Organization (IHEO) co-sponsored the UN
Roundtable on “Sustainable Urban Development and
Tourism” at the headquarters of the United Nations. VWWTCF
signed a MOU on cooperation with IHEO at the meeting.

The United Nations commended the role of WTCF as
an international organization as well as its development

purpose and core vision. In the MOU on cooperation, the

two sides stated that WTCF and IHEO have established a = = ~

strategic cooperative partnership, recognizing that tourism
is the bridge that spreads civilization, facilitates cultural
exchange, and enhances friendship. It is an important
indicator of improved living conditions of mankind and also
an important driving force for economic development. The
two sides recognized the importance of modern tourism
industry fo sustainable urban development, and underscored
the positive role of tourism in addressing health and
environmental challenges.

Jan Eliasson, the then Deputy Secretary-General of the
United Nations, proposed that the government, tourism
industry and ordinary citizens should join hands to promote
the sustainable development of the tourism industry, make
efforts to ensure extensive and equal sharing of the benefits
of sustainable urban and tourism development, and
work fogether fo profect the ecological system to lay the

foundation for the development of cities and tourism.
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Co-hosts the International
Tourism Exchange Berlin (ITB)

As the Exclusive Co-Host of the 50th Infernational Tourism
Exchange Berlin (ITB) 2016, WTCF organized the members
fo parficipate in the exhibition, and co-sponsored the “China
Tourism Market Forum” with the organizer.

Founded in 1966, ITB is a leading international tourism
exhibition. It is well-known for its professionalism, richness
and efficiency in the fourism indusiry. In order to promote
the communication and cooperation among world tourism
cities, WTCF cooperated with ITB as the Exclusive Co-
Host and actively took part in various preparatory work
of the exhibition. WTCF set its own exhibition stand
while many WTCF city members participated, including
Abidjan, Belgrade, Helsinki, Salonika, Beijing, Chongging,
Guangzhou, Qingdao, Mudanjiang, Yangzhou and
Zhangjiajie and so on.

During the 51st ITB, WTCF led a delegation to the
exhibition as its co-sponsor and hosted a forum with the
theme of "World Tourism Economy Trends 2017 & Chinese
Outbound Tourism”.

Signing Ceremony

Signing of Framework Agreement between

Glohallécuris.rn Economy Research Centre (GTEI
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Close Cooperation with the
Global Tourism Economy
Forum

During the Global Tourism Economy Forum Macau (GTEF)
held in October 2015, Song Yu, WTCF Secretary-General,
and Pansy Ho, Secretary General of Global Tourism Economy
Research Center (host of the Global Tourism Economy Forum),
signed a bilateral strategic framework agreement to enhance
cooperation between these two organizations in such areas
as holding joint activities, joint academic research and long-
term communication mechanism.

WTCF attended both the 4th & 5th Global Tourism Economy
Forum. The Global Tourism Economy Forum 2015, which
featured the theme of cultural tourism, provided opportunities
for discussions on “Belt and Road Initiative”, “tourism
investment” and other subjects. The theme of the forum in
2016 was "The Growing Consumer Class—Rethinking and
Reshaping the Future Tourism landscape”. WTCF hosfed the
sub-forum: Transformation of City Tourism Consumption.

The guest speakers of the sub-forum included scholars,
executives of fourism enterprises, and officials of tourism
cities. They explained and explored new phenomena and
trends of city fourism consumption from different perspectives,
and provided best examples and valuable guidance on the
topic of City Tourism Consumption with both evidence and
analysis. It is a creative inferpretation and powerful support for
the forum's theme, “The Growing Consumer Class-Rethinking
and Reshaping the Future Tourism Landscape”.

By hosting the sub-forum, WTCF has taken its comprehensive
strategic partnership with GTEF even further. Since the
signing of the cooperation agreement in 2015, the two
organizations have established sound cooperative partnership
on academic research and business exchange and extended
mutual support on various fronts, which is conductive to the
development of not only the two organizations but also world

tourism as a whole.
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WTCF Attends 4th and 5th UNWTO
Global Summit on City Tourism

On 14 December 2015, the 4th Global Summit on City Tourism organized
by UNWTO took place in Marrakesh, Kingdom of Morocco. Featuring
the theme "Re-inventing City Tourism”, the summit discussed issues such as
the model and global market orientation of city fourism, the sustainability
of city tourism and the effective management of fourist destinations, the
fourism competitiveness of cities and the impact of conventions and maijor
events.

The 5th Global Summit on City Tourism was held at Luxor, Egypt in
November 2016. The theme of this year’s summit is “Cities: Local Culture
for Global Travelers’, which aims to discover world tourism cities’ new
opporiunities, challenges, and current trends through a series of discussions
and management experience exchanges. Cheng Hong, Executive Deputy
Chairperson of the WTCF Council and Vice Mayor of Beijing, delivered
a speech af the Summit and infroduced the services of fourism investment,
fourism academic research and event organization provided by WTCF
fo its members as a platform for exchanges and cooperation of world
fourism cities and  insfitutions. During the summit, Vice Mayor Cheng had
talks with Taleb Rifai, Secretary-General of UNWTO, and other officials.

They exchanged opinions and reached consensus on strengthening

comprehensive strategic cooperation.
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WTCF Attends the UNWTO Travel
Destinations’ International Conference
of Integrated Quality Management

On 21 June 2016, at the invitation of UNWTO, WTCF attended the
International Conference of Integrated Quality Management in Tourism
Destinations: A Key to Competitiveness in Bucharest, Romania, and delivered
a keynote speech themed “Shared Platform of World Tourism Cities.”

After the speech, the delegation was invited by UNWTO and the Tourism
Department of Romania to the close-door session with Romanian travel
agents, The Hot Spring Tourism Association, The Mountain Tourism
Association, Hotel Association of Romania and other industrial associations.
Ms. Anca Pavel-Nedea, President of Romania National Tourism Association,
hosted the meeting. Secretary-General of UNWTO, Taleb Rafai, and
Deputy Secretary-General of WTCF Yan Han offered advices on tourism

development in Romania.
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WTCF Participates in the
Activities of the First World
Conference on Tourism for
Development

The First World Conference on Tourism for Development, co-
sponsored by the Chinese government and the United Nations
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) was held in Beijing.
On that day, Chinese Premier Li Kegiang aftended and gave
a speech at the opening ceremony held at the Great Hall
of the People. The UN Secretary-General Ban Kimoon sent
a congratulatory letter. The conference was aftended by
600 international representatives from 107 countries; leaders
of international organizations; leading officials of relevant
ministries and commissions, provinces, regions and cities of

Ching; tourism research insfitutions and academies, and large

fourism enterprises aftended. Nearly 1,000 journalists from

different countries gathered in Beijing to attend the Conference
with the theme of “Tourism for Development and Peace” to
jointly discuss the development of world tourism.

WICF and other infernational organizations as well as more
than 70 officials at the ministerial level or above met with
Premier Li Kegiang and fook a group photo together. On 19
May, Gonzalo Robredo, Executive Director of Tourism Office
of Buenos Aires was invited to deliver a speech at the Summit
Forum “Tourism Promotes Peace”, as the representative of the
Vice-Chairman Unit of the WTCF Council.

Secrefary-General Song Yu had a working meeting with the

then Secretary-General of UNWTO Taleb Rifai.
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WTCF Attends WTM
London and Holds a
Special Forum

From 7 to @ November, the World
Travel Market (WTM 2016) was held
at ExCel London. WTCF organized its
city members fo attend the exhibition,
including Riga, St. Pefersburg, Beijing,
Tanjung Pandan and Plovdiv. WTCF
also hosted a forum on the development
of Chinese tourism market and held
the WTCF Europe Meeting. During
the forum, Yan Han, Deputy Secrefary-
General of WICF, released the Market
Research Report on Chinese Qutbound

Tourist (City) Consumption (201520168),
and analyzed the Chinese outbound
tourist market's features, current situation,
demands, and developmental trend 1o
the participants and media. He also
proposed constructive and practical
advices to city members on how to

attract and serve Chinese outbound

tourists
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WTCF Holds the

2017 International
Forum on Chinese
Outbound Tourism

On 9 January 2017, WTCF hosted the

2017 International Forum on Chinese
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Qutbound Tourism (IFCOT). About
200 guests including 5 ambassadors,
diplomats of over 70 foreign
embassies, fop executives of fourism
organizations, representatives of
Shanghai Cooperation Organization,
representatives of WTCF members,
and Chind’s leading outbound fourism
operators attended the forum.

In his address at the IFCOT, Song
Yu, Secretary-General of World
Tourism Cities Federation, said that
affer 20 years of high-speed growth,
China’s outbound tourism market has
now approached a new stage of
fransformation. There are many new
changes in the outbound tourism
market and tfourist demands. In order
to assist the tourism organizations
and tourism enterprises in various
destinations to better understand
the new trends and characteristics
of China’s outbound tourism market
and promote cooperation between
domestic and foreign tourism
organizations and companies, WTCF
and lvy Alliance Tourism Consulting
joined hands again to co-host the
2017 International Forum on Chinese
Outbound Tourism (IFCOT) following
their successful cooperation during the

11th IFCOT in 2015.
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WTCF and SCO Join
Hands to Promote
Tourism Development
Along the “Belt and
Road

On 15 May 2017, Woild Tourism Cities
Federation (WTCF) signed the Tourism
Cooperation Framework Agreement
between WICF Secretariat and
Secretariat with Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) in Beijing. WTCF
Secretary-General Song Yu and
SCO Secretary-General Rashid
Alimov signed the agreement as the
representatives of their organizations.
The confent of the agreement includes
promoting the rich historical and cultural
heritages of China and countries along
the Belt and Road; jointly hold Open
Day event of SCO Secretariat and
design tourism souvenirs for SCO;
work together to design and prepare

the brochures of SCO and its member

WORLD TOURISM CITIES 043



A Five-Year Journey of
Dedication and Perseverance

stafes and promote their tourism resources.
The activities conducted jointly by the two
sides within the framework of this Agreement
are non-commercial in nature. They are
not for profit making in any form but for
mutual benefit. The agreement is a key
deliverable of the Belt and Road Forum for
International Cooperation. The Cooperation
between WTCF and SCO will promote the
construction of the Belt and Road fourism
corridor, strengthen communication and
cooperation among the node cities, and
encourage countries along the Silk Road
Economic Belt to forge consensus and make

future plans on practical cooperation .
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WTCF Attends the "Belt and Road"
Forum for International Cooperation
upon Invitation

On 14-15 May, the Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation was
held in Beijing. Mr. Emest Wooden Jr., Vice-Chairman of the WTCF Council,
and President and CEO of los Angeles Tourism & Convention Board (LATCB),
attended the forum as the representative of invited infernational organizations
and discussed with other participants new ways o promote cooperation under

the “Belt and Road” initiative.
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WTCF Holds the First Asia-
Pacific Tourism Conference

On 25 March 2017, the WTCF Asia-Pacific Tourism
Conference 2017 opened in Penang, the world-famous
tourism city of Malaysia. The theme of the conference

s "The Belt and Road Tourism Corridor and Node
City Construction. Representatives of UNWTO, city and
institutional members of WTCF, experts of the WTCF Ex-

pert Committee, and representatives of the state govern-
ment of Penang attended the conference. Following the
tourism exhibition promotion, keynote speeches, panel
discussions and other programs, WTCF issued the /nitia-
tive on the Buiding Node Cities on the Belt and Road
Tourism City Corridor.
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