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WTCEF signs tourism cooperation
framework agreement with SCO

in Beiing

On 15 May, 2017, the World Tourism Cities Federation
(WTCF) and the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) signed the Framework Agreement on
Tourism Cooperation between the World Tourism
Cities Federation and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation in Beijing. Song Yu, Secretary-General of
WTCF and Rashid Alimov, Secretary-General of SCO
signed the agreement on behalf of respective sides.
The agreement involves extensively publicizing the
rich historical and cultural heritage in China and
the countries along the Silk Road Economic Belt;
cooperating in hosting the Open Day of the SCO
Secretariat, planning and writing the brochure for
SCO and its member states, and promoting fourism
resources. The events hosted by the two sides under
the framework of the agreement are non-commercial,
non-profit and on a mutually beneficial basis.

The agreement is a major result of the Belt and Road
Forum for International Cooperation. WICF-SCO




cooperation will further strengthen the construction of
the Silk Road Economic Belf tourism corridor, cement the
cooperation and exchanges between city hubs, and
prompt the cities along the Silk Road Economic Belt to
reach consensus, plan vision and cooperate practically.
According fo Song, WTCF hopes to build some city hubs
and fine tourism routes by deepening the cooperation
between member cities, to comprehensively promote
the construction of the "Belt and Road" tourism corridor,
and inject new vitality into world tourism cooperation
and development. In the future, WTCF will continue
fo develop city hub members, infroduce a number of
tourism products and routes, build some cooperation
platforms, and renovate the city tourism cooperation
mechanism, the tourism market standard system and
the tourism promotion action, thus promoting the
development of tourism cities along the "Belt and Road".
The conclusion of the agreement during the Belt and
Road Forum for International Cooperation will boost
the mutually beneficial exchanges and cooperation
between SCO and the Silk Road Economic Belt, said
Alimov. In his speech, Song stressed that the SCO
Secretariat and the WTCF Secretariat are both in Beijing,
all SCO member states are in the Silk Road Economic
Belt, the two sides are geographically close and have
deep relations, tourism will further promote the mutual
understanding between the countries and peoples
along the Belt and Road, deepen their relations and
make their communication smoother.

In recent years, WTCF has promoted the sustainable
development of the tourism cities along the Belt and
Road, as well as their exchanges and cooperation. At
the Fragrant Hills Tourism Summit 2015 in Morocco, WTCF
designed the subject of "Diversified Development of
Tourism Cities along the Belt and Road" for its members
in West Asia and North Africa, and organized a
1,000-people tour of Morocco; in 2016, WTCF co-hosted
the International Forum on "One Belt One Road &
Tourism Cooperation” in Altay, Xinjang with its member
entity; in 2017, WTCF hosted WTCF Asia Pacific Tourism
Conference 2017 in Penang, Malaysia, and released
the Initiative on "Belt and Road" Tourism Corridor and
City Hub Construction. Now WTCF has 57 city members
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in 19 countries along the "Belt and Road", including 29
European and Asian countries, as well as 28 Chinese
cities.
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Ernest Wooden Jr., Vice-
Chairman of WTCF Council and
Pres. and CEO of Los Angeles
Tourism & Convention Board
attended the Belt & Road Forum

On May 14th and 15th, the Belt and Road Forum for
International Cooperation was held in Beijing. Mr. Emest
Wooden Jr., WTICF Vice-Chairman of the Council and
Pres. and CEO of Los Angeles Tourism & Convention
Board (LATCB), was invited to attend the forum for
further substantial cooperation under the Belt and
Road initiative.

The theme of the forum is “strengthening international
cooperation and co-building the 'Belt and Road' for
win-win development” and is by far the largest-scale
and highest-level intfernational meeting initiated by
China. It features an opening ceremony, a round-table
summit of global leaders, and a high-level conference.
More than 1,500 delegates attended the forum,
including a total of 29 heads of state and government
leaders from 130 nations as well as representatives from
more than 70 international organizations.

Recent years have witnessed the WTCF's continuing
efforts in promoting sustainable development and
cooperation among the tourism cities along the Belt
and Road. During the WTCF Rabat & Fez Fragrant
Hills Tourism Summit 2015, held in the Kingdom of
Morocco, the topic “Diversified Development in the
Tourism Cities Along the Belt and Road” was tailor-
made for the WTCF members in the West Asia and the
North Africa. Additionally, a special program with the
theme “Thousands of Chinese Tourists to Magnificent
Morocco” was officially launched.

In January 2016, the International Forum on “One Belt
One Road & Tourism Cooperation” was held in Altay,
member of WTCF. At this Forum, atfended by delegates
from Kazakhstan, Russia, Mongolia, and Latvia, the
“"Cooperative Action Plan of China-Mongolia-Russia
Cross-border Tourism Promotion Alliance in China” was
signed. In March 2017, the WTCF Asia Pacific Tourism
Conference was held in Penang, the famous Malaysian
fourism city, with the theme “One Belt One Road:



Development of Tourism Corridor and City Hub.” These
forums were well received by WICF members.

Mr. Ernest Wooden Jr. told the correspondent that it's
an honor to aftend this Forum on the behalf of WTCF,
and it's also a privilege for Los Angles, for American
tourism, and the world tourism cities to be involved in
the great forum. He also highlighted the importance
of city connectivity in strengthening people-to-people
connectivity. Impressed by the quality service and
unrivalled hospitality during the forum, Mr. Ernest
Wooden Jr. said that the fast-growing China had set an
excellent example for Los Angles, host of 2024 Olympic
Games.

Los Angeles joined WTCF in 2012. As one of the five
Vice-Chairman Cities of WTICF Council and one of the
initiative member cities, Los Angles will be the host the
WTCEF Fragrant Hills Tourismm Summit 2017 in September
2017. Mr. Ernest Wooden Jr.'s attendance at the Belt
and Road Forum will further enhance the cooperation
in WTCF, and promote tourism development in ifs
member cities.
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2nd Meeting of the 1st Council of the Committee of
Cruise of World Tourism Cities Federation
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WTCF Committee of Cruise
co-hosfts
5th China International
Cruise Summit, holds council
meeting

From 1 to 2 June, 2017, the 5th China International
Cruise Summit was held in Qingdao. The summit was
hosted by the Asia Cruise Terminal Association, the
Committee of Cruise of World Tourism Cities Federation
(WTCF) and the Shanghai International Cruise Business
Institute, and supported by the Qingdao Tourism
Development Commission, the Qingdao International
Cruise Port Authority, the North District People's
Government, the China Council for the Promotion
of International Trade, Qingdao Sub-Council and
Qingdao Port Group Corporation. Under the theme of
“Developing the whole cruise industry chain, boosting
the innovative development of the cruise industry”, from
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the perspective of cruise tourism, the summit explored
the development of the cruise industry under the
guidance of the concept of all-for-one fourism. More
than 200 guests from 26 countries and regions including
Germany, the UK, Sweden, Monaco, Russia, France and
the Philippines attended the summit. They are experts
from the upstream, midstream and downstream sectors
of the industry, including competent state departments,
industrial associations, international cruise companies,
internatfional cruise cities, fravel agencies and OTA,
cruise design and building enterprises, cruise equipment
suppliers and cruise colleges and universities.

Li Baochun, Executive Deputy Secretary-General of
WICF addressed the Opening Ceremony. He analyzed
the prospect of the international and Chinese cruise
markets, and sincerely invited representatives of tourism
cities and agencies to attend the WTCF Los Angeles
Fragrant Hills Tourism Summit 2017. “China International
Cruise Summit has become a major exchange
platform for Asia's cruise industry, created an important
opportunity for the all-round cooperation between
cruise industry players, opened an effective channel
for the integrated development of cruise tourism, and
injected new impetus and vitality for the healthy and
sustained development of the international cruise
industry,” said him.

The 2nd Meeting of the 1st Council of the WTCF
Committee of Cruise was held before the opening
of the summit. Cui Dezhi, Secretary-General of the
Committee presided over the meeting. Council
members and special guests of the Committee
attended the meeting. Council members offered

advice and suggestions on committee work. Upon

examination and approval by council members, 12
entities, including Department of Tourism of Primorsky
Krai, Marseille Provence Cruise Club, Alitrip and SPD
Bank Blue Economy Finance Center, were admitted to
the Committee. With a total of more than 100 members
to date, the Committee has become the most
influential cruise industry organization in China.

The WTCF Committee of Cruise is an important platform
through which WTCEF joins the “Belt and Road" Initiative
in association with Qingdao.
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WTCF and Chinese Friendly
Co-hosts
“One Belt One Road Event:
First Pan-Asian Conference on
Chinese Tourism”
in Astana

On June 24th, 2017, the "One Belt One Road Event: First
Pan-Asian Conference on Chinese Tourism™ was held
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in Astana, capital city of Kazakhstan. The conference
was hosted by Astana Convention Bureau LLP,
World Tourism Cities Federation (WTCF), Kazakhstan
Tourism Association, Kazakhstan Associafion of Hotels
& Restaurants, Committee of Tourism Industry of
the Ministry of Tourism and Sport of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, and Chinese Friendly. Also, the event was
supported by United Nations Educational, Scientfific,
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Ministry of Culture
and Sport of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Municipal
Government of Astana, EXPO 2017 Astana. More
than 200 tourism experts, institutions and international

organizations, representatives from Spain, Italy, Iran,

China, Russia, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, and Kyrgyzstan
participated in the conference. To promote market
exchange and cooperatfion in countries along the
“Silk Road,” the participants discussed topics including
promoting tourism cooperation and improving fourism
service during the conference.

As the co-organizer, Yan Han, Deputy Secretary-
General of WICF, brought greetings on behalf of WTCF
and delivered the first themed speech. Mr. Yan Han
infroduced the history and current situation of WICF. He
also analyzed the Chinese outbound fourism market
while referencing the report released by WTICF: Market
Research Report on Chinese Outbound Tourist (City)
Consumption. The research data provided by the report
gave an insight info the changes of Chinese outbound
tourism patterns and current status and explained the
features, habits, and preferences of Chinese tourists. In
addition, Mr. Yan Han analyzed the advantages and
trends of the tourism development between China and
Kazakhstan. He appealed for the joint efforts of all the
countries along the Silk Road to construct the tourism
corridor and build the tfourism node cities. Mr. Yan also
encouraged participants take the opportunity of “The
Belt and Road Inifiative” to promote the diversity of
tourism products, simplify the visa process, enhance the
connections of the people from Silkk Road countries and
realize the mutual frust and mutual benefit.

At the conference fitled “Being competitive in Chinese
Travel Industry,” Mr. Richard Matuzevich, Senior
Manager, Secretariat of WICF, who is responsible for
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the liaison work of Europe and Africa, delivered a
speech themed "Alliances and Partners, constructing
a new belt: Sik Road Cities” in Russian. Representatives
of the fourism industry from many countries along
the One Belt One Road route said they hoped tfo join
WTCF, and jointly boost the development of the China-
Kazakhstan fourism industry.

Mukhamediuly , Minister of Culture and Sport of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, UNESCO representative José
Maria, Ravshan Usmanov, Deputy President of the State
Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan for Tourism
Development, and other representatives all spoke at
the conference. Minister Mukhamediuly welcomed the
opening of the forum, carefully listened to what the
honored guests said, and infroduced the “Kazakhstan -
China Tourism Year” plan. The plan promises to actively
promote visa facilitation and other initiatives, so that
Kazakhstan's tourism brand development strategy can
be practically and effectively promoted in the Chinese
market.

Deputy Secretary-General Yan Han was also
interviewed by the national TV station of Kazakhstan,
KA3AKCTAH and other Kazakhstan media. He
infroduced the current development status of WTCF,
and was also invited to analyze the advantages and
direction of connection and cooperation between
the countries along the One Belt One Road route and

China’s tfourism market.
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Edinburgh Tourism Action
Group and WTCF
Hosts Edinburgh “China
Champions Learning Journey”
Training Program

On May 27th, the opening ceremony of Edinburgh
“"China Champions Learning Journey" Training Program
was held in Beijing. Mr. Yan Han, Deputy Secretary-
General of World Tourism Cities Federation (WTCF),
aftended the event and delivered a speech. He briefly
infroduced statue and research results of WTCF in
recent years including the Market Research Report on
Chinese Outbound Tourist (City) Consumption. Chinese
fourism market experts from Tourism Research Centre of
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Nankai University,
Beijing International Studies University, and Los Angeles
Tourism & Convention Board China Regional gave
lectures to the frainees.

The fraining program, initiated by Edinburgh Tourism
Action Group (ETAG), is jointly hosted by WTCF and
ETAG. A total of 14 trainees from Edinburgh’s Hotel,
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Marketing, and other related tourism department
participated in the fraining and visit famous Chinese
fourism destinations such as Beijing, Shanghai and
Nanjing. To help trainees better understand the
China tourism market, WICF also arranged business
negotiations and a series of tourism cooperation visits
with institutions such as CITS, Utour, CAISSA, Tuniu.com
and Ctrip, as well as Chinese famous fourism media
Sina and Tencent. All of the companies above were
invited and selected from WTCF's institutional member
and Committee of Media Organizations. It's the first

fime that WTCF is coordinating with its institutional

members and Committee of Media Organizations
members to host the training program for city
members.

In March of 2016, manager and colleagues from ETAG
and other Edinburgh tourism related department
aftended WTCF's 2016 International Tourist Destination
(Cities) Promotion and Marketing Training. After the
fraining, ETAG sent a letter of thanks and expressed the
desire to further cooperate with WTCF.

This year’s training program also shows WTCF's
commitment to the facilitation of exchanges and
cooperation between members, and fo increasing the
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appeal of tourism cities as international destinations.
WTCF is looking forward to more cooperation
opportunities with members, so that it can boost the
brand image of the tourism cities' by serving as a third-
party platform.
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WTCF Actively Promotes Its
Members During BITE

The Beijing Infernational Tourism Expo 2017 (BITE
2017) opened on June 16th, at the China National
Convention Center. Representing its members, WICF
participated in the expo, actively promoting its city
and institutional memlbers, and widely communicated

with the industry professionals.

Tourism institutes and invited buyers from more than
80 counties and regions of the world participated
in the expo, and the exhibition area amounted to
over 22,000 square meters. In addition to the special
performances and promotional activities from
around the world held atf the center, an assorfment of
discounted tourism products were also exhibited and
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sold there.

Having been developed for 13 years, the
BITE is gradually growing into an international
comprehensive tourism expo and becoming an
important communication and frading platform
for both the domestic and international fourism
industries. WTCF has attended many of the previous
sessions of the BITE. During this expo, WTCF distributed
its commercial publicity materials on-site, and
actively recommended itself and its members to the
audience. During the professional visitor opening
day, many exhibitors and visitors visited WTCF's booth
fo consult and negotiate with its on-site employees.
YB Danny Law Heng Kiang, EXCO and Chairman
of Penang State Tourism Development Committee,
from Penang, which jointly hosted the Asia Pacific
Tourism Conference with WTCF in late March, visited
WTCF's booth and communicated with the on-site
employees. Representatives of Macao, Hong Kong,
Berlin, St. Petersburg and other member cities of WTCF
had discussions about work with the employees at the
booth.

WTCF was also interviewed by The Travel Channel and
ofher media, and gave an infroduction on how WTCF

assisted its member cities in their self-development.
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