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Toronto, a Livable City Famous
for Maples
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If Toronto is only the beautiful Maple
Avenue and a snow-covered
downtown area to you, then you
really need fo stop and experience
the lifestyle of the locals and feel the
diverse culture and ultimate “Maples”
colors of this livable city.

In the Indian language, “Toronto”
means “the place of gathering.”
The word "gathering” shows the
character of the city — inclusive.
For more than 100 years, Toronto
has attracted people from different
cultural backgrounds all over the
world who have settled down and
creating a diverse atmosphere in the
city.

Riding a bicycle along the streets,
you may be fascinated by George
Athena and the neoclassical Osgood
Hall, or amazed at the Gooderham
Building, which combines the Rome
Renaissance and the French Gothic
architecture, or even stop at the
Elgin and Winter Garden Theatres,
which is a pair of Edwardian stacked
theatres... Here, you will always feel
the unique charm of multicultural
integration.

Toronto Union Station is considered
as one of the largest and most
astonishing stations in North America
and regarded as one of Canada'’s
historical relics. It boasts a unique
neoclassical architectural style and
looks as magnificent as a cathedral
inside. The station is adjacent to the
subway, so it is very convenient for
tourists to travel around.

The Old City Hall old city hall, which
was the home of the Toronto City
Council from 1899 to 1966, is also
one of the most important and
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largest buildings in Toronfo, with the
Clock Tower as one of its important
architectural symbols.

The Gooderham Building is an
important landmark in Toronto, which
combines the Rome Renaissance
and the French Gothic architecture
and serves as a typical example of
an early flatiron building. The building
is well-known both for its narrow
wedge shape and for the mural on its
back wall.

The stacked the Elgin and Winter
Garden Theatres is the only existing
Edwardian theatres in the world,
which used fo be a performing
center for silent dramas and poetic
dramas. Now, concerts are held
and movies shown here. Sitting in
the romantic classical theater and
watching a movie, it will be hard for
you to hold back the strong desire to
go through time and space.

After The Economist listed Toronto
among the world’s most livable cities,
the “most suitable city for life, work
and entertainment” has once again
become the focus of global travel.
A world-class livable city should
not just be a collection of buildings
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and spaces, but more importantly,
people living here should feel her
inclusiveness at all times. Different
languages and different customs
bring ultimate “Maple” colors to
Toronto.

Of course, you can also choose to
feel the century-old city strolling along
a small urban frail silently, or taste the
fusion of local and global flavors with
your taste buds at a local market.

So let’s rent a bicycle and go on a
most infimate sightseeing four.

In Toronto, enthusiastic cyclists are
provided with detailed information
about many places. If you want to
learn about in detail, you can visit the
Ride The City website, which shows
detailed cycling routes from one
place to another. In addition, if you
want fo learn more about bicycle
safety, you can click on the Cycle
Toronto Handbook.

The Drake Hotel,
where you can feel
Queen Street West's
modern art

The Drake Hotel was rebuilt from old
building with a history of 121 years.
Now it is a hotel, but there are only
19 differently designed guestrooms in
the three-story building and the rest of
the space is occupied by a collection
of amazing cafés and fashion stores
in various styles. Having a break and
enjoying the sunshine and street
scenery here in the afternoon is a
special relaxation. Livehouse at the
basement is the place sought after
by well-known local bands, and it is
always fully filed for each show.
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Graffiti Alley, the
most colorful street in
Toronto

This alley, located in Queen Street
West, runs from Spadina Avenue to
Portland Street. It is Toronto’s most
colorful graffiti alley where you can
find works by famous graffiti artists
from all over the world, from classic
cartoon images to local graffiti with
local characteristics. You will be
amazed by every snapshot you take
casually.

Kensington Market,
where hippies gather

If Toronto is considered a free,
flamboyant city, Kensington Market
shows the most savage beauty
across the city. It was an early Jewish
settlement known as the "“Jewish
Market.” Compared with Queen
Street West, the market feels more
Bohemian, with shops and graffiti
mixing fogether along the street. If
you feel tired riding the bicycle, you
can order a cup of fragrant coffee



in a coffee shop on the street and

immerse yourself in the Bohemian
atmosphere. That would definitely
be very enjoyable. Toronto's best
second-hand clothing store is
secretly located in a brightly-colored
Victorian building, and the gourmet
food, music and pop art here have
turned the place into a carnival for
national unity in Toronto!

If you are tired of traveling around
the downtown areq, you can also try
to ride around.

Toronto Islands

You need fo take a ferry to visit the
Toronto Islands but the trip won't
take you much fime. It is important
fo remember that you won't be
charged for bringing your bicycle
aboard. The Toronto Islands are one
of the romantic leisure resorts in the
city, with the best beach and the
beautiful Centrevile Amusement Park
waiting for you.

Martin Goodman Trall

The Martin Goodman Trail almost
fraverses the entire area of Toronto.
Here you can enjoy the best
panoramic view of Toronto and
Lake Ontario. What's the most
human-oriented here is the two-
lane waterfront, along which you
can travel slowly in the most leisurely
manner. Along the lane you will pass
the Echo Beach in the vicinity of the
Molson Amphitheatre. You can stop
on the Sugar Beach for a moment or

spend a whole day staring info space
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in slence on the Chermry Beach.

Leslie Street Spit

The Leslie Street Spit, also known as
Tommy Thompson Park, is a lush city
park city located in the east end of
the city. There are more than 300
species of birds living here, so it is an
important natural reserve for birds. If
you want to enjoy the fireworks show
on Canada Day, the park will be a
good choice. But remember, it only
opens on weekends.

Beltline

It is located in the center of Toronto
and called the Kay Gardner Beltline
Park. It seems as if you were cycling
in a forest with the bumpy paths
shaded by big frees. Sometimes you
have to cross a bridge or rail tracks.
The park is one of Toronto's best
cycling destinations and the slightly
bumpy paths here are very popular
with cycling enthusiasts.




