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atfitude 40°N, a concentration
L of ancient cities, houses a city
where the borders of Asia, Africa,
and Europe meet. It sits on the
southeast side of Balkans and the
line connecting cenfral Europe and
Asia Minor. Here brings together
civilizations of prehistoric times,
Thrace, Greek and Rome, and
cultures of Medieval, Ottoman,
Renaissance, and modernity in
magic mix, and becomes a unique
city of civilization, the Plovdiv!
It is the second-largest city in
Bulgaria, and the capital of Plovdiv
Province. The 2,000 year old ancient
walls and outdoor theatre in
Ancient Rome are easy evidences
of how old this city is.

It was situated at the center of

the anfique Thrace, and Orpheus,
the mysterious musician in ancient
Greek myths, was born here.
Constellation enthusiast must learn
about this poetic musician hidden in
mystery and his pathetic story with
Lyra. Legend goes that the tough
gladiator Spartacus was also born
here.

Plovdiv had its prime during the
Roman Empire, when a large
number of public buildings were
erected,
bathes,

fossil works of art, after over two

including churches,
and theatres. These
millennium in 1972, were uncovered
accidentally under the south gate
of the old town.
The magnificent amphitheatre was
built in 2nd century AD, all with white
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marble against the hill. A fotal of 20
rows of marble seats enclose the
stage in a fan pattern. The 3.1 meter
high stage is lined with vivid marble
sculptures. It once held about 6000
spectators. Now largely restored,
it can seat 3500 audiences, once
again hosting large-scale special
events and concerts after sleeping
underground for over 2000 years.
Verdi Festival is a grand music
gathering in Plovdiv. When the
music is on, the Il Trovatore and The
Lady of the Camellias come onto
the stage, you will seem to travel
back time, sighing that “What a

great opera and song!” Coming
to Plovdiv in summer, you won't
want to miss this music feast and a

dialogue with the past days.
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The old town sits on the hill in

downtown, and was once a castle
to defend enemies. Here is the apex
of traditional architectures in Plovdiv,
and crucial to Bulgarian history of
architecture. The old streets and
alleys are still in their original, vintage
styles, with the upper floors supported
by oblique arches. Many houses are
converted into museums, and some
are recognized key relics under state
protection. Tourists can take the time
machine back to different periods
while appreciating the antique
buildings of the old Plovdiv.
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Ethnographic Museum, located
in the old town, displays many
exhibits representing Bulgaria and
the Bulgarian culture. It has three
exhibition halls of different themes.
It was built in 1847, and owned by a
wealthy businessman. The museum
itself is a precious work of art.

Plovdiv is now a wealthy agricultural
district in mid-south Bulgaria.
The Maritsa splits the city into
two parts, and industrial districts
concentrate on the north bank.
Starting from 1933, Plovdiv would
hold International Fair Plovdiv for

consumer goods and industrial
supplies every spring and autumn.
The latitude 40°N concentrates
not only ancient cities, but also
top roses and wine. Brewing wine
has long been a must-get skill and
source of inspiration for the residents
of Plovdiv, a birthplace of wine.
Petar Stefanov Stoyanov, former
Bulgarian President, was born in
Plovdiv, and a wine was named
after him. If you want more than the
charming old town of Plovdiv, rose
and wine will put a perfect end to
your trip to Europe.



Topic Lt

AT }'m' '

1 | T gfiE i

WORLD TOURISM CITIES 075



