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Greetings, 2017:
Colorful Carnival for Everyone ArouRic the Werid
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As the year of 2016 is drawing to an end, a brand new 2017 is around the corner! all kinds of
celebrations and adtivities will be held. People from all around the world are getting more and more
enthusiastic for saying goodbye fo 2016 with a ground camival, be it traditional holidays, arfistic and

cultural events like movie or music festivals, or the recently arisen shopping tours. The full-on holiday spirit
in the air makes the trips even more colorful.
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Helsinki:
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Christrnas Night of Balfic Sea’s Daughter

Christmas of the current era is a fime
when people are so busy that they cannot
be bothered being concerned with what's
going on in one another’s life. Is there not
some miracle that can take us back to the
true meaning of Christmas? In Finland,
the home of Santa Claus, a blanket of
pure white snow covers the cities every
year like frosting. The sight is enough to
pull one from reality into a Christmas
Wonderland. In a world of ice and snow,
every tourist coming here for the first time

is sure fo feel happiness and warmth.

Not only is Helsinki the capital city of
Finland, it is also a place of gathering for
Christmas-loving tourists from Finland
and all over the world during Christmas
time. Every year on Christmas Eve, winter
comes and tightly grips the city of Helsinki.
However, the bright yellow chandeliers
on both sides of the road, the Christmas
decorations in the shop windows, the

smiling faces of the children on the streets
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of Helsinki, and the emotion-stirring
Christmas songs of the church all warm
the hearts of the people. It is enough to
make one believe that Helsinki was built

for the purpose of celebrating Christmas.

Christmas is a time for many Helsinki
people to hold family reunions. As a result,
everyone often holds small Christmas
parties in bars and restaurants way in
advance so as not fo interfere with family
time. Compared to capitals of other North
European countries, Helsinki is relatively
small. It is not as modern as Stockholm,
cannot compare to the mystic fantasy of
Copenhagen, and also lacks Oslo's bright
and fresh appearance. However, in this
little city of Helsinki, bars are more than
abundant. The most common expression
of the introverted and quiet Finnish people
is, in fact, no expression at all. At first
glance you may think that they are not
easy to get along with; however, if you

meet a Finlander in the bar, especially
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during Christmas time, you will see a
totally different side to them, one of being

warm and cheerful.

Every Christmas time, the most popular
alcoholic beverage in the bars of Helsinki
is known as “mulled wine.” To make
mulled wine, spices are added to romantic
red wine and are allowed to infuse
throughout it, resulting in a wonderfully
combined color and taste. Next, grab a
few almonds and raisins. For those who
have always been weary of bread and
biscuits containing almonds and raisins,
eating them together with mulled wine is a

completely new experience.

Roaming the Market, Enjoying

Speaking of Christmas markets, Helsinki's
most famous Christmas market is the
“St. Thomas Christmas Market. "Every
year a few weeks before Christmas, the
St. Thomas Christmas Market will have
already been set up in the center of
Helsinki, drawing in a large crowd. Things
like traditional handmade crafts, lanterns,
Christmas decorations, and winter food/
hot drinks can be found in more than 120

stalls throughout the market.

Having lived in Japan for a few years,
| experienced the markets there. The
boundaries between shops in the Japanese
market are not very distinct. Each shop is a
temporary tent, after having finished eating
barbecue you could turn around and you

may have stepped into another shop.



In contrast, the shops of Helsinki’s St. Thomas Christmas market
are all exquisite and small wooden houses. From afar, the cute
wooden houses are all lined in a row, looking like miniature
Santa Claus houses. When the winter sun of Helsinki lands on the
wooden houses, they become tinted light beige. It is a sight that

people cannot help but feel warmed up by.

tanding on Tiptoes, Gazing at the Christmas
Display Window

If anybody thinks that the Christmas market can not completely
satisfy their shopping needs, then they can go to Helsinki’s
Alexander Street, famously dubbed as “Christmas Street.” As soon
as the Christmas lights of Alexander Street are lit, it marks the
official beginning of the year’s Christmas season. Alexander Street
is one of Helsinki's most famous shopping streets. Here you can
find a number of stores of well-known Finnish and international
brands selling clothing and shoes. Furthermore, there are also a

number of expensive fine jewelry stores.

Christmas display windows, originated during the 1860s in the

%Ei SPECIALI REPORT

United States, and have accumulated hundreds and hundreds of
years of history. As the highlight of the Christmas shopping season,
maijor brands and high-end department stores compete with each
other for the chance to work with well-known designers and artists
to create a perfect display window from their mini “square space.”

During the happy time of Christmas, everyday luxurious and low-

*

key international brand names and jewelry suddenly become

obijects of fantasies.

The annual unveiling of the Christmas display window on
Alexander Street is a much anticipated event for children in
Finland. Some parents even come to Helsinki from a faraway
suburb or another city so that their children can witness the sight.
At night, the display windows carry a hint of fantasy, glistening
and dazzling, adorning the entire stretch of Alexandra Street.
The children stand on their tiptoes, staring at the Christmas
ornaments in the display windows, their thoughts filling the sky like

snowflakes, scattering throughout every corner of the city.
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Nloscow;

Every Show Brings You Back
fo the 19th Century

Moscow--the Winter Wonderland of Fairy Tales

Christmas is a crucial festival in the West and over time has spread throughout
the world. Every year around December 25, Santa Claus, in his red gear, and
carefully decorated Christmas trees can be seen everywhere. Christmas is a
religious holiday established to commemorate the birth of Jesus. In fact, the
Christmas of December 25 is only followed by the Catholic and Protestant
religions. Many Eastern Orthodox countries and regions celebrate Christmas

on January 7. Russia, the center of the Eastern Orthodox Religion, is one of

them.
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Russian Christmas (Eastern Orthodox
Christmas) is one of the most important
traditional holidays in Russia. As the
capital of Russia, Moscow organizes
various events every year to celebrate
Christmas. As a result of the winter
season, Moscow looks more than dressed
to play its part, covered in snow and ice.
Christmas trees scattered here and there
are symbolic of health and long life.
Walking down the street you can happen
upon Ded Moroz and Snegurochka
(Translator’s Note: Ded Moroz is a fictional
character of Slavic tradition similar to that
of Father Christmas. The literal translation
is "Old man Frost" and is often translated
as "Grandfather Frost'. Snegurochka is the
helper and granddaughter of Ded Moroz,
and often translated as “Snow Maiden”.
Snegurochka usually wears long silver-
blue robes and a furry cap or a snowflake-
like crown.) handing out gifts. You can
also see all kinds of decorations and lights
of all colours illuminating the street. The
scene inconceivably beautiful, like it has
come straight out of a winter wonderland

fairy tale.

Religion: Eastern Orthodoxy

Eastern Orthodoxy is an independent
division of Christianity with nearly ten
centuries of history. As the Byzantine
Empire was the cradle of Eastern
Orthodoxy, Eastern Orthodoxy is also
known as the Byzantine faction. For the
Eastern Orthodox Church, "Christmas" is
the second largest church festival, only

after Easter.

Date of Celebration: January 7

Christmas was established to commemorate

024 WORLD TOURISM CITIES

the birth of Jesus and should be celebrated

on December 25 according to religious
doctrine. Russia is an Eastern Orthodox
country whose traditional Christmas date
is different from that of the West. Russian
Eastern Orthodox Christians generally
abide by the Julian calendar and celebrate
Christmas on the night of January 6 until
the early morning of January 7. January 7
on the Gregorian calendar is December
25 on the Julian calendar; as a result, the
Russian celebration date of Christmas was
not established arbitrarily. As this date is also
the time of the winter solstice, Christianity
purposefully set it as the date for Christmas.
The Christians also called this date the “Birth
of Christ.”

Stop 1: Cathedral of Christ the
Saviour

The Cathedral of Christ the Saviour is
the largest church in Moscow and one of
the highest and largest Eastern Orthodox
churches in the world. It is the main place

of celebration for Christmas in Moscow.

From the evening of January 6 to the
early morning of January 7, Russians
who follow Eastern Orthodoxy come
to celebrate the Eastern Orthodox
Christmas. They pray for several hours
from about 10 pm and finish in the early
hours of January 7. Russia's domestic
dignitaries and celebrities will also come
here to participate in the pre-Christmas
vigil.

Stop 2: Manezhnaya Square
Outside the Kremlin's city walls in Moscow
lies the beautiful Alexander Garden. Atop

this garden is the Manezhnaya Square.

During the Eastern Orthodox Christmas,
Manezhnaya Square is particularly a
lively place with many activities being
organized there. During the Christmas
season this year, a giant apple cherry
pie, 3.5 meters long and 2.5 meters
wide, made of 25 kilograms of flour and
ingredients, was placed here for free
distribution to the masses to celebrate the

holiday season.
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Harbin:
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All the Way up North, Encounter the Snow

Compared to the metropolitan cities like
Shanghai and Beijing, as China's most
northern capital city, Harbin is more of a
peaceful, calm, and quiet city. Nicknamed the
"Litfle Paris of the East," Harbin can be covered
in snow for 6-8 months out of the year. For
Harbin winfer seems to come a little earlier
than most. In earlier years, the snowfall would
often start in September, and would last until
April or May, dropping down on the newly
blossomed lilacs. In Harbin, the atmosphere
of the Spring Festival seems to come as a

package with the first snowfall.

At the Sight of the First Snowfall,
Everyone Begins to Anticipate

the Spring Festival.

At the sight of the first snowfall, everyone begins
to anticipate the Spring Festival. The black
soil is so fertile that even though the people of
Harbin can only cultivate the fertile black sail
once a year, the fruitful harvest would sfill be
enough for them fo pass through the whole
winter. As soon as winter arrives, the people
of Harbin find themselves with more time fo

relox and begin fo visit relatives, friends, and

neighbors, striking up casual conversations.
The long tradition of farming has made it
possible for people here to develop such habits
and continue preserving them until today.

Admittedly, this kind of atmosphere around
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bin and its surrounding

villages is a litfle more intense.

Gradually, as the end of the year
approaches, the atmosphere of the Spring
Festival arises. People begin fo decorate
the sfreefs and a variety of snow and ice
sculptures are also placed along the streets,
allowing everywhere to be filled with a
festive atmosphere. All kinds of scenery only
visible during the winter or the New Year
in Harbin also begin to appear: Vendors
drag ice boxes full of popsicles outside
for people to choose from, vending stalls
pop up on the side of the street selling all
kinds of products needed to prepare for
the Spring Festival such as "spring rolls" and
"shrimp chips.” Furthermore, other unique
frozen produds of Northeast China such as
"frozen pears' and "frozen persimmons' are

also sold in huge boxes.

December 23 (or 24) of the
Lunar Calendar, People Start
Busily Preparing for the New

Year.

On December 23 (or 24) of the lunar

calendar, people start busily preparing
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A
for the New Year: they swee_p?%he house,
shampoo their hair and bofhe‘: and prepare
the items needed for the celebration. The
Spring Festival is commonly known as
the "New Year." Although the festival is set
as January 1 on the lunar calendar, the
celebrations are not restricted to this one
day. About ten days before the festival,
people begin to shop for items such as meat
(chicken, duck, and fish), liquids (tea, wine,
and sauce), and snacks (candy, roasted
seeds, and nuts)... All the preparations
should be fully completed, including the
preparation of gifts needed for when one
visits their friends and relatives and the
purchasing of new clothes for their children

to wear on New Year’s Day.

On the evening before January 1 of the
lunar calendar, the whole city and its suburbs

begin to set off firecrackers.

According fo customs, on the day before the
New Year or the early moming of, people must
put up Spring Festival couplets, the character
for fortune, paper cuttings, and red lanterns
high above the front of their door. People who
live in an apartment building will hang a lantern
on the balcony instead; lanterns are kept out
until January 16 of the lunar calendar. On the

evening before January 1 of the lunar calendar,

@ I\.
the whlole city and its suburt)s begin to set off
firecrackers, afterwards the entire family gather
together to eat at reunion dinners - usually
dumplings. The more folds a dumpling has,
the better they are. Boiled dumplings between
11 pm and 1 am are the norm, some of them
have coins inside and will bring those who eat

them good luck.

After the reunion dinner, from January 1 to the
7 or 8, people will continue to stay with their
family members, whom they will visit relatives
together with, or fake fo the streets o enjoy the
glamorous city of Harbin covered in ice and
snow. The ice sculptures of the castle and train,
as well as the variety of snowman made by
children lining the roads are all beautiful sights.
Furthermore, architecture heavily influenced
by foreign style such as the Saint Sophia
Cathedral, Laodaowai Baroque District, the
Harbin New Synagogue, and Stalin Park are
even more beautiful when covered in snow. In
the evening, the city's ice sculptures and festive
lights give Harbin a glamorous and enchanting

aura.

Lights and ice sculptures are the pure essence
of Harbin. During the Spring Festival, Harbin
plays a song of fire and ice, the celebratory
fireworks and ice sculptures making the

holidays enchanting for all.
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When We Ialk About Iravel
We Mean SHOPPING

Many. cities are heavens for shopping designer products. Every year
between December and February, the time coinciding with the end of
the year and the beginning of the sale season, not only will designer
boutiques have sales, but also a-large number of outlets will put out even
more discounts. Many designer producis can be seen at a shocking

discount of 70% off. Doesn't it just sound irresistible?

This article will provide you with the world's best tourist shopping fips. In
this article you will read about where you can travel to, where you can
score great deals at, the characterisfics of numerous discount sfores for
designer products, what delicious resfaurants you can stop at to fake a
rest and alleviate your hunger, as well as tips on how fo commute to your

shopping heaven.

The Roman Colosseum and Suburban Discount
Outlets

When the Colosseum project was completed, the celebration went on for
100 days. The rulers of ancient Rome forced 5,000 animals and 3,000

people consisting of slaves, prisoners of war, and criminals, fo take the

stage and “put on a performance,” which meant fighting to their death.
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This blood bath of human vs. animal and human vs. human lasted for
100 days until the lives of all 5,000 animals and 3,000 humans were
taken. No wonder some people say that if you stand on the stage, scoop
up a handful of soil and grasp it in your hand, you can see the blood
stains printed on your palm and hear the sounds of roaring beasts and

Gladiators clashing their swords.

After experiencing the hair-raising Colosseum, the next best thing fo do
is fo go shopping and relax. In the suburbs of Rome, the Castel Romano
Designer Outlet has a lot of products on sale at half price while some
international brands are on sale at 40% off. The thing about this outlet
is that there is a large selection of brands, and a big range of products,
especially second and third fier brands. It has the largest Burberry
boutique in ltaly, with a wide collection of products of various designs
and styles, more than anywhere else. The Ferragamo boutique here
also carries an abundant collection. Non-EU members can also enjoy
sales fax rebates; it is recommended that you do all your shopping in
one place so that you can receive a higher fax rebate. With regards to
transportation recommendations, it is best to take the tourist bus from
the Rome train station. 13 Euros can buy you one adult round-trip ticket.
Business hours are Monday to Thursday from 10 am fo 8 pm, and Friday

to Sunday from 10 am fo 9 pm.

The Milan Cathedral and Salvagente

Milan is a globally famous city of fashion and design. Prada, Versace,
Gucci, and many other brands have originated from Milan. The Milan
Cathedral is undoubtedly the essence of the spirit of fashion design of
Milan. With 135 minarets piercing the sky and more than 6,000 beautiful
and complex sfatues, each fine and elegant detail screams meticulous
aesthetic taste. The Milan Cathedral, whose construction spanned
over six centuries, clearly embodies the architecture styles and cesthetic
aftainments of each fime period, from the Gothic, to the Neo-classic, and
to the Baroque, mapping the changes of Milanese’s aesthefic taste. At

sunset, the sun shines through the stained glass windows and the solemn



cathedral suddenly becomes colorful, divinity

within softness, peace within beauty.

Coming out from the Milan Cathedral, you
can go to the discount store to hunt for some
deals. Within the city there are two stores which
locals love to frequent: Salvagente discount
store and D Magazine discount store. The
Milan suburb has the largest outlet in northem
ltaly: Serravalle Designer Outlet, where you

can find all kinds of designer products.

Salvagente is one of the discount sfores located
in downtown Milan, only 3 kilometers from
Milan Central Train Station. It is also very
convenient to take the bus, given that you don't
commute during rush hour. If you take a taxi, it
costs about 10-20 Euros. The sfore usually sells
off-season designer clothing such as Armani,
YSL Dolce & Gabbana, Burberry, and Chlog.
If you are in luck, you may even find some very

cheap small accessories.

Boston Harvard University and

Newbury Street
In 1636, Harvard University was esfablished

by vote of the Great and General Court of
the Massachusetts Bay Colony as the first
university in the United States. For nearly
400 years, it has been at the center of the
academic world as a key institution in the
dissemination of knowledge, glorified by the
flares of the development of the American
economy and the sunlight of the world’s most
advanced civilization. The campus layout and
architectural style of Harvard University is not
the most modern. Nostalgia is an inherited
tradition, forever a part of Harvard, and also

the source of its strength.

In addition to Harvard University, Boston is also

a shopper's paradise. From trendy brands to

vintage finds, from famous department stores
to discount basement hideaways, Boston offers
tourists a wide range of produdts. From high-
end produds fo those for meeting basic needs,
from international brands to local Boston
products, Boston presents fourists with great

shopping opportunities.

There are a few recommended shopping
locations in Boston. One of them is the
commercial shopping district of Newbury Street.
This is due to the fact that Newbury Street is the
most attention-gamering shopping district in all
of the United States. Known as "Boston's Rodeo
Drive,” it is located in the Back Bay areq, it has
everything one could ask for from top-notch

brands to cheap everyday commodities.

Second on the list of recommendations is Copley
Square. Many European brands can be found
here such as Louis Vuitton, Coach, Christian Dior,

Gucdi, Jimmy Choo, and Tiffany .

The Royal Palace of Brussels
and Maasmechelen Discount
Outlet

The Royal Palace of Brussels in Belgium

serves as the city museum, displaying items
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such as exquisite brocade paintings, ceramic
art, brassware, and platinum furnishings.
The third floor showcases the clothing which
the governments of various countries and
celebrities gifted to "Brussels’ First Citizen," little

pee boy Julien.

After visiting the Royal Palace of Brussels, you
can go to Maasmechelen Discount Outlet.
Although it cannot compete with Fidenza
in Milan in terms of fancy appearance, the
quantity and price of the products are by
no means lacking. Although local brand
awareness is not very high, Maasmechelen
is still suitable for savvy shopaholics. The
produdss of the 95 boutiques are as low as 60%
off throughout the entire year; as a result, the
shops of Maasmechelen Discount Outlet
are worth combing through. You can easily
purchase a basic Calvin Klein shirt or T-shirt for
20-30 Euros and Miss Sixty jeans and skirts at

a little over 20 Euros.

After shopping you can also go fo Belgium's
only wine castle, Wiinkasteel Genoels-Elderen,
to taste the mellow wine of Belgium. While
you're at it, you can also have some chocolate

at Leonidas, a world-renown gourmet delicacy.

FTIEREFY™
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o on a Movie Festival Trip.
/he Ciires of Celuoid Worid's Sorrow and Delgr'r

The reason that people are so obsessed with films is probably
because through the movie screen, we can go fo places that
we would otherwise never be able to go to and can have the
chance to appreciate the experience of a life we would never be

able to live.

Around the end of each year and the beginning of the next one,
film festivals are held all around the world. Film festivals are much-
anticipated events, where the beautiful faces will once again assemble in
the beautitul cities. Beautiful people and beautiful scenery mutually reflect
each other; just like the alluring song sung by the Sirens, both enticing

fravelers fo visit.

The Cairo International Film Festival

Established in 1976, The Cairo International Film Festival is one of
Africa’s largest international film festivals. It is also Africa’s only FIAPF
Accredited Film Festival with tremendous influence on a global scale.
Since 1992, the film festival began fo possess the right of presenting
awards for public choices. A number of interationally renowned figures

at home and abroad became award winners at this festival.

If you come to Cairo, the Egyptian pyramids are a must see as they
are the symbolic representative of Egypt. The Egyptian pyramids, as
their mandarin name (the gold-shaped tower) implies, are golden in
color when viewed in the sunlight. But you know what? In addition to
the traditional pyramids, there is also the Pyramid of Amenemhat II|
(in mandarin the Black Pyramid) which is worth taking a look at. The
Black Pyramid was the first pyramid built by the twelfth dynasty Pharaoh
Amenemhat Ill during the Middle Kingdom of Egypt (2055-1650 BC).
Now the pyramid has already collapsed, leaving behind only its core.
The original height of the Black Pyramid was about 75 meters and
the lower level has an entrance providing access to the courtyard and
mortuary tfemple. Why is this pyramid black, you ask? It is because the

surface of the pyramid is made from black bricks and clay.
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The winding structure of the Bent Pyramid is also astonishing to sight.
Built by the fourth dynasty Pharaoh Sneferu, it has an earlier-developed
innovative architectural design. The angle of the inclination at the
lower level of the pyramid is 55°27 while that of the upper level of the
pyramid tapers to 43°22, resulting in the monument displaying a curved

appearance.

Torino International Film Festival

ltaly’s Torino International Film Festival: established in 1982, the festival
was formerly known as the Festival of Young Cinema. In Europe, it is
the last film festival of the year before Christmas and has always been
famous in the film world for encouraging arfistic exploration. However,
the film fesfival now also selects a small number of commercial films as

finalists in order fo emphasize the parallel of art and business.

When visiting Torino, the Mole Antonelliana is a must-see. The Mole
Antonelliana is the landmark of Torino and is featured on the obverse
of the ltalian 2-cent euro coin. The Mole Antonelliana is also the
representative building of ltalian industrial architecture. The entire
building is made from steel, giving off a powerful impression. It is also
where the National Film Museum (Museo Nazionaledel Cinema) is

currently located. The museum details the history of the earliest ltalian



film industry in Turin. At the museum you can
view the earliest slides, mirrors, and other
newer optical instruments. Not only does the
film memorabilia include Marilyn Monroe's
black silk lace fights, it also consists of the

vampire's coffin.

BFI London Film Festival

The BFI London Film Festival is the United
Kingdom’s most important mainstream film
festival and one of Europe's best film festivals.
In 1953, the National Film Theatre (now the
BFI Southbank) together with the Brifish Film
Institute joined hands with the Sunday Times to
establish the BFI London Film Festival. The
festival is held every year from the end of
November to early December. Simply put,
the purpose of the festival is fo review former
movies while award the new ones, promote

development, and strengthen cooperation.

As the capital of England, London occupies
an exiremely important position in the world
metropolises with its long history, splendid
culture, and prosperous economy. Taking a
trip along the Thames is not a bad choice. The

Thames is the “mother” river of London and

England and has nurtured England's splendid
civilization. A majority of the international
landmarks of London and England are located
along the banks of the river, such as Big Ben,
the Houses of Parliament, the Tower Bridge,

and the Tower of London.

I remember watching a film called The 39
Steps many years ago. At the movie's climax,
the main character was hanging down from
the minute hand of Big Ben, attempting to
use his weight to stop the hand from swinging
and prevent the defonation of explosives in
the parliament congress hall. Needless fo say,
the scene left behind a deep impression on
me of Big Ben. When you witness Big Ben's
august countenance, you are sure to praise
its tall and straight stature and magnificent
appearance. Standing on the bank of the
Thames in London, Big Ben is a Gothic-style
building that was built in 1859. Big Ben is part
of the British Parlioment and one of London's
iconic landmarks, attracting visitors every day.
On June 2, 2012, in order fo commemorate

the 60th anniversary of the accession of

Elizabeth II, the fower was officially renamed
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the Elizabeth Tower.

Chinese American Film Festival

The Chinese American Film Festival aims to
promote communication between Chinese
and American filmmakers, enhance the
complementarily and cooperation between
Chinese and American film markets, and to
promote cultural exchanges and friendship
between Chinese and American people. Every
year throughout the month of November, the
Chinese American Film Festival Organizing
Committee screens more than 200 films in
over 20 cinemas located in cities with major
American film companies such as Hollywood,

Los Angeles, and San Francisco.

The Getty Center is ranked first among the 506
Los Angeles attractions listed on TripAdvisor.
It includes a very modem art museum, an art
research center, and a beautiful garden. The
owner of the Getty Center is the American
renowned Getty Foundation. The founder,
J. Paul Getty, once ranked the as the richest
living American as an oil giant. Known as the
wealthiest and most sfingy person in the United
States, he built the Getty Museum (The Getty
Villa) to store the ancient Greek and Roman
art he had bought using two-thirds of his $ 3.3

billion wealth.

: The beautitul flickering light and passing
shadows of the cities used in the background
of the movie atiracts your atiention and pigues
 your inferest; however, only by visiting it in
person can you come fo realize a real intimate
connection with the city. Only then will you
understand that reality is always more vivid
* than a story, that the people and things in a
real city are always more charming than you

. can ever imaging.
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