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Sapporo’s New Chitose Airport
Terminal Opens New Recreational
Facility “Hello Kitty's Happy Flight”

On August 10, Sapporo, Japan announced with pleasure that
the new recreational facility called Hello Kitty's Happy Flight is
officially open. Hello Kitty's Happy Flight is an amusement facility
located on the third floor of the New Chitose Airport terminal
building. It has been licensed by Sanrio Co., ltd. and is based
on Sanrio's carfoon characters. This is Japan's first amusement
facility where a simulated Hello Kitty, dressed as an airline
stewardess, flies a Kitty plane around the world. Hello Kitty will
bring tourists on her plane to learn about Sanrio characters from

all over the world.

"Panda Cyclone" Invites European

Tourists to Experience "Virtual Travel"
On October 21 to 23, Chengdu, Sichuan held "Panda Express

Train through Chengdu" in Frankfurt. It was a promotional
activity for the branding of Chengdu, designed to attract
more European people to understand and visit Chengdu. The
organizers chose VR technology as their promotion method in
order to create a more immersive atmosphere and provide a

more vivid experience of Chengdu.

The VR film used pandas, the internationally beloved animal,

as the protagonist. Their charming and naive nature jumped off
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the screen thanks to the VR technology. During the event, the
audience could walk in the clouds with the panda, skim over
Chengdu, shuttle through the streets, and fly into a Sichuan

Opera theatre to watch live performances.

Beijing Launches Direct Flights to Las
Vegas

Hainan Airlines” application for a direct flight from Beijing fo Las Vegas
has been officially approved by the US Department of Transportation.
These flights will officially start from December 2, marking the first non-

stop route from mainland China to Las Vegas.

With US’s new policy to extend its visa to a maximum of ten
years, Chinese tourists have become the fastest growing and
highest spending visitors to Las Vegas. Hainan Airlines will

soon open this route, which promises to be a huge boon for

economic and cultural exchanges between the two destinations.




Hangzhou / Beijing to Lisbon Air Route
Will Be Officially Launched in the
Summer of 2017

On October 8, Mr. Anténio Costa, Portuguese Prime Minister,
led a Portuguese government and business delegation to China
to strengthen the bilateral ties between two countries. Lufs
Araujo, director general of the Portuguese Tourist Office, signed
a memorandum of understanding with representatives from
Beijing Capital Airlines Co., Ltd. to announce the opening of the
new air route.

Portugal has increasingly become a popular destination for
Chinese tourists. As of the first half of 2016, a total of 153
thousand Chinese tourists have visited Portugal, an increase of

35% from 2015. As the capital of Portugal, Lisbon also acts as a

hub to go to Europe, Brazil, and Africa.

Nanjing to Focus on Creating Three

Heritage Parks
On October 25, Nanjing Exhibition of Historical and Cultural

Cities—The "International Forum of Cultural Inheritance and
Innovation" was held in Nanjing. Both local and foreign experts
gathered to discuss the topic of "Cultural Heritage Protection
and Innovation." Nanjing non-material cultural heritage
protfection regulations are scheduled to be enacted by the end

of this year.

In recent years, Nanjing has been drawing up plans and marking
protection boundaries respectively for Yihe Road, Confucius
Temple, and other historical and cultural areas, along with

announcing a list of the protected sites. Nanjing is also devoted
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to protecting large heritage sites, especially the development of
the Porcelain Towers, the Stone City, and Forbidden City, in order

to protect the legacy left by the ancestors.

South Australian Tourism Promotes
Direct Flights to Adelaide

From October 10 to 18, South Australian Tourism Bureau, China
Southern Airlines, and 13 local suppliers from South Australia
organized a roadshow tour. They conducted in-depth discussions
and negotiations with local Chinese travel agencies to promote
South Australian tourism resources, with a special focus on direct

flights between Guangzhou and Adelaide.
On Monday, December 12, 2016, South Australia and

China Southern Airlines launched the maiden voyage
of these direct flights. These flights will depart three
times per week (Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday
from Guangzhou) using Airbus A330-200 wide-body
aircraft. This is the first fixed-schedule direct flight

between mainland China and Adelaide.

Russia Plans to Launch Discount Passes
for Chinese Tour Groups

Following the Moscow and St. Petersburg pass for individual
tourists, on Oct 5 the manager of Russia City Pass's Moscow
and St. Petersburg project said that the company will soon offer
discount passes to tour groups, which will allow Chinese tour
groups to see various sites of atfractions. This pass is aimed at

the tour group leader.

The company's current city pass is aimed at individual tourists.
London, New York, Berlin, Amsterdam and other international
cities all have similar passes. The Moscow and St. Petersburg city
pass was launched earlier this year, and already has been used
by more than 10,000 foreign tourists, including more than 1,500

Chinese tourists.

Chinese tourists can now buy the discount pass on the
company’s website and the company will gradually
open more sales offices in cities where the Russian
consulates that handle the visas for Chinese tourists

are located.
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Chonggqging Airport Launches "Self-
Service Baggage Check System"

Previously, it was not uncommon for passengers to undergo
open-bag security check because their baggage fails to comply
with the security regulations. The traditional luggage inspection
process takes a long time and has many procedures that
needed to be followed, which means that passengers run the
risk of missing their flight. In September 2016, Chongging
Airport launched the first "self-service baggage check system"
for domestic civil airlines, which greatly facilitates the inspection

process.

The system is very easy to use. Passengers just need to put their
ID card into the card reader and sign on the electronic touch
screen fo authorize the security personnel to open their luggage.

The entire process only takes about two minutes compared to up

to the 30 minutes or longer under the previous system.

Bangkok Selected the World's Best
Tourist City

MasterCard has announced the 2016 ranking of the world's
best tourist cities, with Bangkok taking first place. Last year's

champion, London took the second place.

Bangkok beat 131 cities around the world to win the
championship. According to CNBC, the tourism industry has
always been one of the key industries for the development of
Thailand. Thailand is Southeast Asia's second largest economy

and after the military coup in 2014, they are committed to
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reinforcing consumer confidence and bolstering weak exports.
"This is not just a one-time thing. Bangkok has the ability to hold
the tile of the best tourist city for a long time," said MasterCard’s
chief economist Yuwa Hedrick-Wong. Bangkok was estimated
to have 21.47 million foreign tourists in 2016, whereas London

was estimated to have 19.88 million.

The Renovation of the Stairs in Roma
Where Hepburn Used to Have Ice Cream
Complete, Site to Be Reopened to the
Public

In the movie Roman Holiday, the scene where Princess
Ann, portrayed by Audrey Hepburn, feasts on her ice
cream cone while sitting on the stony stair surrounded by
many steps is one to be remembered by the audience.
Located in Rome, ltaly, the Scalinata della Trinita dei
Monti is where the scene was shot. After the renovation
work of a year and a half, the site is about to be
reopened to the public. However, the reopened stairs may

be sealed by some bars.

Madrid Turning Crosswalks into Graffiti

When most people cross the road, they don’t pay much
attention to the ground under their feet. Bulgarian artist
Christo Guelov, however, infuses life into the crosswalks
through his graffiti, grabbing the attention of pedestrians

and drivers.

Christo Guelov creats these crosswalk groffiti series in Madrid. Through his
bold use of color and disfinctive geometric pattems, he tums the dull crosswalks

into fun works of art.

Guelov's original purpose in creating this series is to
instill in ordinary items the importance that they deserve
to make people be aware of their existence. Therefore,
these works by Guelov were not born from a random
desire. He hopes to attract the interest of both pedestrians
and drivers through his art, calling for greater respect for
crosswalk traffic safety. Perhaps, his works will make more
people step out of their cars and enjoy the city's scenery

on their own two feet.



