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Travel the World

In Search of Flowers
— Stories of Flowers and Cities

Article: Wang Jin  Image: QUANJING  Planning, Operation, Editorial Department of this journal lllustration: Zhao Jin

-

Travelling allows us to see all kinds of high buildings of various architectural styles, magnificent mountains gave birth to her daughter, Princess Margaret, in Ottawa, Canada, but on Dutch territory. Immediately
and deep or shallow rivers, thousands of different faces, countless sunrises and sunsets, and experience after World War Il in 1945, Princess Juliana donated 100,000 Dutch tulip flower seedlings to Ottawa, and
hundreds of reunions and farewells. And when flowers are in full bloom in a city, they let its youth shine, again in 1946, she gave the city 20,000 tulips seedlings. Since then, tulips have also become a symbol of
touching the heart of every traveller passing-by. friendship between Canada and the Netherlands.
Flowers are the most beautiful incarnation of life in nature. They quietly bloom, are rich in colours, and Seemingly delicate flowers can even impact on a city or a country's economy. Bulgarian has always ranked
release an exquisite fragrance. They not only embellish the city, like magic fairies in a forest made of steel first in the world in terms of rose essential oil production, accounting for 40-60% of the international market.
buildings, but they are also a fantastic embodiment of a city's soul. Every historic city has its beautiful Bulgaria's famous Rose Valley is located not far from the ancient city of Plovdiv, which eamed Bulgaria
stories linked with flowers. the reputation of the "rose country”. The Rose Valley is the main place of production of Bulgarian roses,
Yangzhou City is a fine example of charming little towns residing in the lower reaches of the Yangtze accounting for more than 3/4 of the total national rose production. And the contribution of rose essential
River (in Chinese pinyin: Jiangnan). In March, when the city is blooming with Chinese snowball viburnum ail to the Bulgarian economy is beyond doubt. It is reported that since 1988, the international demand for
. like fireworks, local people say "Yangzhou has been known as a resort for centuries, with viburnums rose essential oil has grown at a rate of 10% per year. Currently, Bulgarian rose essential ail is priced at an

peerless under heaven". According to the records in the Hearsay of Eastem Qi State (in Chinese pinyin: average price of $6,000 to $8,000 per kilogramme.
QidongYeyu) by Zhou Mi from the Southern Song Dynasty, the Emperor Renzong(1041-1048) decided to There are many other famous flower cities around the world worthy of visit: the West Lake osmanthus is
transplant the Chinese snowball viburnum to the official garden in the capital Kaifeng. However, the next the flower of Hangzhou City. Hangzhou holds an annual West Lake Osmanthus Festival each autumn.

= year, not only the flowers did not bloom, but all of them withered! But when these flowers were sent back Tang Dynasty poet Baiduyi, in Mermories of Jiangnan, described the city as a place where one "Looks for

—_. 1o Yangzhou, they grew and bloomed as usual. Since then, the Chinese snowball viburnum has been osmanthus among mountains, temples and the moonlight". Every year from October to November, the

g@ewl  knownasthe symbol of the spirit of Yangzhou City, upholding chastity and integrity, unyielding in the face blooming blue jacaranda are everywhere to be seen in the streets of Cape Town, and when the wind rises,
of privilege and power. their purple flowers are scattered in the air, as if a purple rain is falling from the sky. According to a local
Flowers also witness the friendship between cities. Ottawa has a reputation as the world's "tulip capital”. It legend from Copenhagen, in Denmark, marguerite daisy can be used for love divination. Just hold a flower, Crig il
is the city with the largest number of tulips outside the Netherlands. But who knew that there is-also a very: and remove one petal after the other while saying "love, don't love, love, don't love. 1" up tothe last.one, and _.E
touching story behind the tulips that were sent from the Netherlands across the Atlantic Ocean to Ottawa? you can know your romantic feelings for someone special... L - ,,:‘
During World War I, the Dutch royal family sought refuge in Ottawa. In January 1943, Princess Juliana The Buddhist sutras are full of beautiful and charming metaphors about flowers, where the impermanence L
was about to give birth. Under Canadian law, newborns-in the country become Canadian citizens. But of life is expressed by withered flowers. The life of a flower, first budding, then brightly blooming and finally F
according to Dutch law,.it would be impossible for the new: prince or prineess to ascend to the throne withering, is similar to our life. While beautiful, itiis tragically short. By travelling the world, we can understand
should he or she be a Canadian citizen. The Canadian government decided to pass a temporary bill o from the withered flowers just how ephemeral our life on earth is, and from the many kinds of flowers just
declare the ward where the princess was in labour as part of the Netherlands. Therefore, Princess Juliana how diverse the world is. Enjoying the flowers can bring answers to our questions on life.
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Washington: _
2017 Guide to the Cherry 0
Blossom Festival

If cherry blossoms always bloom and our lives never end,
then neither cherry blossoms nor life would hold any value.

—Kaii Higashiyama

The peak season for cherry blossom—
oriented tourism in Washington DC,
United States is during the months of
March and April. The city is also the
most beautiful during this time. Cherry
blossoms themselves are extremely
beautiful; however, their blooming
period is relatively short, roughly lasting
about two weeks. Cherry blossoms are
originally fine and delicate in appearance;
however, cherry blossoms that have
been transplanted to the US have come
to possess a more robust and vigorous
spirit due to the nourishment provided
by the vast, fertile land. Each and every
cherry blossom tree is in full bloom
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absolutely splendid, surrounding the tree
in clouds of fragrance and filling the tree
boughs with pink. Shedding their weak
and delicate image, the cherry blossoms
sway gently in the wind, illustrating a
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B parade/ flamboyant and dignified beauty.
97 X T —— BEDER

AINE, 3. TR BIEHERRES Speaking of the history of cherry
3) BIEZFCRERME BRI BiE:4 B 15 B (2#85)2:00PM-9:30PM, | “@FHRENL" i blossoms, it is necessary to look at the
o EHTLURBEEMHR TR 1AEFETF 8:30PM Fia LTI BT & ’ / ; -
HORA . Y 5 : 2:00PM-9:30PM: BBk - FOASH | fo. 15 0RmE Lk events of 1912. It was during this year
4) REBNRICH/IEFIEENL 7RI 600-650 = SESHW O B Bt MRk that Tokyo's mayor, Yukio Ozaki, visited
ENENER, HENEGREE, 6:00PM-9:00PM: RAAEERFIERRS | % rsw iz, 4 the United States and brought with him

BRE RMELPE, £

B = as TReTeEs Tk, 6,000 cherry blossom tree saplings as

WORLD TOURISM CITIES 019




Special Report [ 0

his gift for the country. Of these 6,000
saplings, 3,000 were planted in New York
while the remaining 3,000 in Washington.
Helen Herron Taft, the First Lady of the
United States at the time, and the wife of
the Japanese ambassador personally
planted two of the earliest cherry blossom
trees in the Tidal Basin. Following the
transplantations, the first Cherry Blossom
Festival was held in 1935 thanks to an
organization of residents. Since then,
Washington has carried on the tradition
of hosting a national Cherry Blossom
Festival every year from around the last
ten days of March until around the last
ten days of April in commemoration of
the friendship between the United States
and Japan.

The 2017 Cherry Blossom Festival in
Washington DC is scheduled to run
from March 20 until April 16. In addition
to games, the Cherry Blossom Festival
activities also include art exhibitions, boat
rowing competitions, food tasting, and
various other activities. Amongst the
activities, the annual Cherry Blossom
Festival Parade is definitely one you
don't want to miss out on. On this day,
there are usually tens of thousands of
people who dress up to take part in the
parade. Furthermore, during this festival
in a bright spring day, the chances of you
running into someone famous are high;
the festival includes performing arts,

020 WORLD TOURISM CITIES

sports celebrities, and political figures.
The performers on the parade come
from across America, including the
cheerleaders from Harvard University,
and police officers who race their cars
for the audience. Colorful performances
will be put on, during which you would get
a chance to meet the beautiful Cherry
Blossom Princess.

Best Spots for Cherry Blossom
Viewing

1. Tidal Basin

Tidal Basin is at the southwest of the
National Mall. The Potomac River
passes through Washington DC, and
a part of the low-lying terrain around
the river became what is known as the
Tidal Basin. The scenery is elegant, the
water is clear, the sky is azure, calm and
serene. Itis a place whose beauty has a
distinctive feel. The two trees which were
planted by the lakeside by the First Lady
herself have already spawned thousands
of new trees which all sway with beauty in
the wind. The Yoshino cherry blossoms
of the Tidal Basin are large. They first
bloom then produce leaves which make
them excellent choices to view. Come to
Washington DC during the 2017 Cherry
Blossom Festival, and in the middle of
such aesthetic scenery one feels as if
they are within a painting. Across from
the Tidal Basin is the tranquil and refined
Thomas Jefferson Memorial. One can

also go boating in the Tidal Basin.

EAddress: Bounded by First St., SW
Independence Ave., Constitution Ave.

[<] Directions: LRT: Smithsonian (Orange/
Bluelines, when getting off walk 1 km east)

Operating Hours: 24 hrs, all year round

2Thomas Jefferson Memorial

The Jefferson Memorial is a 96—foot
white marble building built to commem-—
orate the third president of the United
States, Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson
drafted the renowned Declaration of
Independence, established the Demo—
cratic Party, and founded the University
of Virginia. During his term of presidency,
Jefferson doubled the land area of the
United States through the Louisiana
Purchase. Jefferson was a key figure as
a Founding Father of the United States in
both the theory and practice of the new—
born government.

The Memorial Hall was designed ac—
cording to the Roman shrine—style dome
architecture of which Jefferson was very
fond. A full-body statue of Jefferson,
which stands nearly six meters tall, is at
the center of the memorial hall. Every
year during the cherry blossom season,
the blossoms at the Tidal Basin next to
the memorial hall are in full bloom. The
petals float in the wind under the blue
sky and the luminous water reflects the
image of the memorial hall on its surface,
creating both an elegant and charming
piece of scenery. Being able to enjoy

cherry blossoms by the lakeside
while deciphering such a historic
scenic spot is an extremely valu—
able travel experience.

Iy Address: Thomas Jefferson Memorial,
Ohio Dr SW, Washington, D.C.
Directions: LRT Arlington Cemetery

[<] (Blue line, when getting off, go
northeast and cross the bridge);
Foggy Bottom (Orange/Bluelines,
when getting off, go southbound)

Operating Hours: 8:00 am —12:00 am

e

Washington Cherry Blossom
Festival Viewing Tips:

1) If you choose to Washington to
view the cherry blossoms on foot,
then you must wear light and com—
fortable shoes. If you want to save
your energy, then you can take the
local double decker bus and cruise
through the beautiful scenery. If you
are environmentally conscious, then
you can rent a bicycle to go and view
the beautiful cherry blossoms.

2)Sunscreen is a must. Although it is
early spring, the destruction that can
be caused by UV rays are not to be
underestimated.

3)Before going cherry blossom view—
ing, remember to check the weather
forecast in advance. In this way, you
can dress according to the weather
in Washington.

4)The most important thing is to re—
member to book hotels or plane/bus
tickets in advance. As the time draws
nearer, the prices of hotels and
transportation tickets may increase,
as a result preparing in advance will
save you money.

[Tomas Jefferson Memorial

0 O Special Report

2017 Cherry Blossom Festival:

Schedule

1. Opening Ceremony

Date: March 25 (Saturday) 5:00 pm —6:30 pm

I3 Location: Warner Theatre, 513 13th Street, NW

3 Cost: Free. Must register online in advance ($5
registration fee).

For registration, please visit:
www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/
opening-ceremony/

2.National Cherry Blossom Festival Parade

Time: April 8 (Saturday) 10:00 am —Noon

I Location: Constitution Avenue — From 7th to
17th streets, N\W

] cost:Grandstand Seating starting at
$20, Standing along the Parade route on
Constitution Avenue between 9th and 15th
streets is free.

I official Website:
www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/
parade/

3. Southwest Waterfront Fireworks Festival

Time: April 15 (Saturday) 2:00 pm — 9:30 pm,
fireworks start at 8:30 pm.

I Location:
2:00 pm — 9:30 pm: District Wharf — 600-650
Water Street, SW
6:00 pm — 9:00 pm: Titanic Memorial,
Southwest Waterfront Park

3 Cost: Free

Gourmet Food
Cherry Blossom
Milkshake ,This is
the main product of
Good Stuff Eatery,
a hamburger chain,
during the cherry
blossom festival. It is
a mix of thick vanilla
ice cream and sweet
cherry sauce which
come together to
form a killer cherry
blossom milkshake
that you don't want to
miss.
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Chinese Viburnum in Yangzhou:

The First Flower between
Heaven and Earth

The tranquil flower in the Fanbai Temple, Who cultivated and gave you such a good name,

Knowing that you appear nowhere else,And have but Yangzhou as your home.

Like snow, you bloom with a riot of flowers in the warm spring. Like ice, you emit fragrance so heavy that it bends the twigs.

Leaning on the balustrade, | ask no matters of thriving and withering Leaving them to the east wind administering the natural scene

JiaSidao—"Jade Flower" (Chinese Viburnum)

Located in southeastern China and
neighboring Shanghai, Yangzhou is a
famous city with a history of 2,500 years,
a total area of 6,634 square kilometers
and a population of 4.6 million. As a city
featuring vibrant Chinese characteristics,
including time—honored culture, a beau—
tiful natural environment and convenient
transportation, Yangzhou has been
granted the UN Habitat Scroll of Honor
Award.

As a delicate andtiny city typical along the
southern lower reaches of the Yangtze
River, Yangzhou, in the exuberant and
misty spring, is filled Chinese viburnums,
a beautiful flower representing the area.
The viburnum is known as a "spectacular
part of Yangzhou's charm, with a
reputation greater than thousands of
the world's other flowers". Since ancient
times, Yangzhou has been an excellent
destination for springtime excursions,
with this charming and graceful flower
attracting most of the visitors.

The Legend of Chinese Viburnum
As recorded in the Hearsay in Eastern
Qi State (In Chinese:3¥4REFIE; in Pinyin:
Qi Dong Ye Yu) by Zhou Mi during Song

024 WORLD TOURISM CITIES

Dynasty, during the Qingli Years (1041-
1048) of Emperor Renzong, the Chinese
viburnum trees were transplanted from
the Qionghua (Chinese Viburnum) Tem-
ple to the imperial garden in Kaifeng, a
city in modern day Henan province. Inthe
following year, the trees yielded no flow—
ers at all, and even withered. However,
after being sent back to Yangzhou, they
bloomed as usual. During the Chunxi
Years (1174-1189) of the Southern Song
Dynasty, Emperor Xiaozong ordered the
Chinese viburnum to be transplanted
to the imperial garden in the capital city
Lin'an (modern day Hangzhou).There,
they once again unexpectedly withered
and put forth no bloom. Therefore, they
were sent back again to Yangzhou,
where they revived and thrived. People
praised the Chinese viburnum as sen—

tient beings.

Recommended Venues to Enjoy
Chinese Viburnum Blossom

Inside the yard in front of the Pingyuan
Building at the Daming Temple lies the
only ancient Chinese viburnum tree in
Yangzhou. Records show that, planted
by Chan Master Daohong, the abbot of

Daming Temple, during the years of the
Kangxi Emperor in Qing Dynasty, this
Chinese viburnum tree has a history
of more than 300 years. At the end of
1980s, due to insect infestation, its trunk
withered. Afterthe insects were removed
and the tree was returned to health, its
prouted new branches and once again
appeared with vitality before visitors.
Strolling around the Buddhist chantfilled
Daming Temple, visitors cannot help
stopping to admire the uniqueness of this
ancient Chinese viburnum tree.

Every March or April, this ancient tree
vigorously takes on a whole body of
Chinese viburnums, appearing graceful
and majestic. The flowers are as big as
plates and as white as jade. With tender
and yellow pistils and jade—white petals,
they look like a mosaic of numerous tiny

crystal pearls, swaying flirtatiously on the
twigs and blooming elegantly under the
spring sunshine. To the amazement of
visitors, the petals around each yellow
pistil consist of eight jade—white "tiny
flowers", as if holding hands closely like
sisters and dancing around the pistil like
a whirling butterfly. This flower pattern,
with one pistil in the middle and eight
tiny flowers around, is rare and was
thus known by the ancient people as
"eight gathering goddesses", bringing to
mind the image of eight fairies gathering
together and dancing.

Currently, Chinese viburnum trees are
present in many places in Yangzhou,
mostly concentrated in the Chinese
Viburnum Square near the eastern gate
of the Slender West Lake, the Twenty—
four Bridge on the Slender West Lake,
Shugangxifeng in Pingshantang Road
and the Qionghua (Chinese Viburnum)
Garden at the Yangzhou Zoo. These are
the best venues to enjoy the Chinese

e el
[The Beautiful Scenery of West Lake in Hangzhou;

viburnum blossom.

Chinese viburnums can also be appreciated in oth—
er places in Yangzhou, including various gardens, the
Scenery Belt of the Ancient Canal, Wenchang Road,
Qionghua (Chinese Viburnum) Temple, and Runyang
Road. In Yangzhou, Chinese viburnums are the plants
most commonly seen in gardens, on the sides of roads
and in concentrated areas of vegetation.

e

1. The best place to view the
Chinese viburnums is at the
Qionghua (Chinese Viburnum)
Temple, a thousand-year-old
Taoist temple
Transportation: Bus Lines
4, 88, 12, 26, 32, 33 or 66 to
Qionghuaguan Station
Tickets: 8 RMB during
Peak Season (March-May,
September-December) and 5
RMB during Quiet Season
Operating Hours: 8:00-17:00
2. Another great venue to
view the Chinese viburnums
in Yangzhou is the Wanhua
Garden(found inside the
Slender West Lake scenic
spot). On a rainy day, the
Slender West Lake is delicate
and lovely, showcasing the
gentle rain and fog typical
in the low southern reaches
of the Yangtze River amidst
exuberant flowers.

Slender West Lake Tickets:
RMB 150 during Peak Season
and RMB 120 during Quiet

Season

Operating Hours: 07:00-17:30
Transportation: Within
Yangzhou City, visitors
can take bus line 5 or 25 to
Guanyinshan Station; 39, 40,
50, 107 or 216 to Ershisigiao
Station; 4, 27 or 29 to
Wutinggiao Station and many
other buses to the northern
gate of Slender West Lake.
From Yangzhou Railway
Station, visitors can take bus
line 26 to Shitashi Station and
then transfer to bus line 103,
17 or 27 to Slender West Lake
3. Every year in mid-to-late
April, Tinglin Garden holds
a Chinese Viburnum Art
Festival. Chinese Viburnum
is known as the Flower of
Kunshan. Found within the
Tinglin Garden, the best venue
for appreciating the Chinese
viburnum is the Chinese
Viburnum Garden(Qionghua
Yuan) on the northern side of
Kunshi Garden.

Taste Local
Delicacies of
Yangzhou
After enjoying the fantastic
view of the Chinese viburnum
blossom, visitors can enjoy
any of the three teahouses
named after Spring (In Chi—
nese Pinyin: Chun) in Yang—
zhou: the Fuchun Teahouse,
the Yechun Teahouse and
the Gonghechun Teahouse.
There, you can taste Crab
Shrimp Soup Dumplings,
which are fragrant, with tender
meat and thin and softskin,
exquisite and translucent in
appearance. The mellow and
rich soup is succulent but not

toorich.
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Plovdiv: Attending an
Appointment with Roses

It's the last rose of summer, Left blooming alone,
All her lovely companions Are faded and gone.
No flower of her kindred,No rose bud is nigh,
To reflect back her blushes,Or give sigh for sigh.

— The Last Rose of Summer

A Tractor Full of Rosesil

As one of the oldest cities in Europe,
Plovdiv has a history of more than 6,000
years, making it older than Rome, Athens
and Istanbul. In its most glorious period
during the Roman Empire, Plovdiv was
home to many remarkable feats of public
architecture, including churches, public
bathhouses and theatres. Presently, in
the old city visitors can still find ruins of
such Roman period architecture. In par—
ticular, standing upon the Roman style
outdoor amphitheatre, visitors can gaze
upon the distance, seeing the new city of

028 WORLD TOURISM CITIES

B S W
Plovdiv as well as the far away mountain
ranges.

Avisit to Plovdiv in June each year brings
not only the feelings of summer in Bul-
garia, but also the traditional Rose Festi—
val. Nearby to the north lies Kazanlak, lo—
cated in the southern foothill of the Balkan
Mountains. Kazanlak's climate is mild,
with sufficient rain and fertile soil. Row
upon row of roses burst into full bloom, as
if competing with one another. Amidst the
green twigs and leaves, colourful roses
sway with the wind and emit a charming

fragrance. Not only the most
significant rose production area
in the country, Kazanlakis also
home to the largest rose planta—
tion in the world, with more than
three quarters of the world's
rose varieties present, and a
330-year history of making rose
essential oil. The rose essential
§ oil produced here is about 1.5
times the price of gold by weight.

In the first weekend of June
every year, a grand Rose Fes—
tival is held in the local area to
celebrate the harvest of roses.
Before daybreak, people from
all across the country, and even
~~ neighbouring countries, have
== already departed on the drive
to Kazanlak. The Rose Festival's first
activity is to pick roses at the suburban
rose plantation. Near the roses gathered
on the ground, young men and women
dance, sing and pray for a good harvest
in the coming year.

Like pink angels, roses are spread all
across the fields, some in full bloom
while others still budding. As the early
morning sun has not yet broken over
the mountains, the rose fields are filled
with a tranquil light green or pink mist.
Local rose farmers enthusiastically offer

their home—made bread and Bulgarian
cheese to the visitors. While in the rose
fields, visitors and locals alike breathe
in the sweet aroma of the pink roses,
drink coffee and taste the local bread.
Such an experience leads to a sense of
enjoyment beyond words.

As the sunshine sprinkles over the
rose fields, things become more lively.
Everything, including the rose leaves,
rose petals and even the farmers them—
selves are showered in a gentle gold
colour. Even the sweet aroma of the ros—
es turns more intense, yet does not be—
come overly sweet. Instead, steeping in
such aroma, one's entire body feels light,
almost unable to resist from the rose's
graceful dance.

As short shrubs, the roses here feature
twigs. They are thorny and yield a large
amount of flowers. When walking on the
paths in the rose fields, you will find the
tall branches touch your waist while the
short ones crawl along the ground. Pink
in colour and around 4-5 centimetres
in diameter, the roses are slightly larger
than the variety of roses commonly found
in China. They also have more petals.
Squeezing a petal with your fingers, you
will discover a sticky feeling and lasting
fragrance. It is from such petals that

the rose oil is extracted. The local rose
farmers say that two tons of rose petals
are needed to produce just one kilogram
of rose oil. Thus, in the international
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the joyful rose famers, and also feel a
strong sense of happiness. The parade
brings this appointment with roses to a
perfect conclusion.

market, rose oil costs more

than gold. Rose oil should |

not be directly applied to the
skin, as it is then diluted and
processed into perfumes.
Most of rose oil produced in
Bulgaria is exported to France.

The festival reaches its cli-
max when it comes the time

to choose the Rose Queen |

of the Year, and following the
election comes a lively pa—
rade. The top three beautiful
Rose Queens, wearing rose
costumes and rose crowns,
sit on the rose chariot at the
front of the parade and wave
their hands to the subjects of
the "Rose Kingdom". This is
followed by a parade of peo—
ple from all walks of life (from
students to performers to
rose farmers) wearing special
costumes and performing the
national dances of Bulgaria.
Witnessing the parade, any
participant will be touched by

1.The distance from Plovdiv to

Kazanlak is 102.5 kilometres,
with a total drive time of about
1.5 hours.

2.The 2017 Kazanlak Rose
Festival will begin on 3 June.
It will last about one week,
during which there will be
a great deal of celebration.
On the urban square of
Kazanlakeach day during
the festival is filled with
national singing and dancing
performances of various
countries and regions from
around the world. Music
concerts are held at night.

Special Rose Festival
Delicacies

When it comes to local
delicacies, the wine and
yoghurt are not to be missed.
Never underestimate the
quality of the local wine.
With refined rose oil added,
the wines produced are
on equal footing with
French Lafite. With intense
sweetness and fragrance,
they are well known among
wine enthusiasts. The locally
produced yoghurts are also
very famous and are found
in a wide variety of dishes.
For example, yoghurt is
used in various local classics
including peppered steak
with yoghurt, spicy local
soup and salad with lemon
juice. Incorporating yoghurt,
the combined taste of such
dishes is sour, sweet, salty
and spicy, definitely a feast
to the taste bud.
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Ottawa: Tulips with Gratitude

The feet of one's dream slip into the Garden of Flowers
And are greeted by the tulips’ intensive aromal]

The spellbound stars forget their duties]

Morning sunshine sprinkles over the graceful tulips]
Looking back like an unadorned yet elegant face]

As atranquil lake in May with a blush of March.

—Tulip

Pink Tulips

As the capital and the fourth largest city in
Canada, Ottawa is located in the eastern
portion of southern Ontario, close to
Quebec. Ottawa has a total land area
of 2,778 kilometres and a population of
more than one million, with English and
French both commonly spoken.

Without mountains to the north, intense
Avrctic air regularly sweeps across
Ottawa. The Canadian meteorological
department estimates that for around
eight months each year, Ottawa's
temperature dips below zero at night,
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thus some deem Ottawa to be a "Capital
of Extreme Cold". However, as spring
arrives, the city is filled with colourful
tulips, which add immense beauty and
colour to the city. Thus, Ottawa is also
known as a "City of Tulips".

Each May, a grand "Tulip" Gratitude Ex—
hibition is held in Ottawa. There is a story
explaining its origin which embodies
the close connection shared between
Canada and the Netherlands, a country
known for its beautiful tulips.

During World War II, a few members of

the Dutch royal family took refuge in Ot-
tawa. In January 1943, one such royal
family member, Princess Juliana, was
about to give birth. Under Canadian law,
as she was to give birth on Canadian soil,
the newborn would become a Canadian
citizen. The laws of the Netherlands also
stipulate that a newborn prince or prin—
cess who is a Canadian citizen cannot be
granted a royal title. Thus, the Canadian
government passed a bill to temporarily
grant the labour ward where the princess
gave birth, to the Netherlands, thus mak—
ing it temporary Dutch territory. Princess
Juliana delivered the chid smoothly and
her daughter, Princess Margaret, was
born on Dutch territory in Ottawa, Cana—
da.

Late in the winter of 1944, suffering
from the devastating cut-off of supplies
orchestrated by the Nazi army, the
Dutch people had to rely on eating the
bulbs of tulips. Despite these efforts,
about 20,000 people lost their lives
due to hunger and cold. Under these
wretched circumstances, many people
in the Netherlands saw little hope for
their survival. However, when the Dutch
people witnessed the Canadian army's
advance in the distance, they began
to believe in their liberation. After nine
months of bloody warfare, on 6 May

1. The 2017 Tulip Festival will be
held from 12 to 22 May. Each day
during the festival, there will be
a special transportation service
available from the downtown
Lord Elgin Hotel(100 Elgin Street)
directly to Commissioners Park,
available from 9:00 to 18:00 (9:00—
11:00 on Friday and Saturday).

2. Some of the best venues
for seeing the tulips include
Commissioners Park, Major's
Hill Park and Parliament Hill. In
Commissioners Park, a number of
gifted Ottawa musicians, including
those playing jazz, rock, pop,
country and orchestral music, will
gather during the Tulip Festival to
offer a music feast.

3. Riding a bicycle is a good way
to see the tulips. Tourists can rent
bicycles from the Lansdowne Park
Tulip Gallery / 65 Sparks Street.

Operating Hours: 9:00-18:00, 12—
22 May 2017

Bicycle Rental

1 Hour: $8 CAD

2 Hours:$15 CAD

3-4 Hours: $20 CAD

Whole Day (9 Hours): $28 CAD

Notes: The above price includes the
bicycle rental fee, a helmet, a water
bottle and guidance for each group.

4. The fireworks show and
performances start from 21:00 on
12 May. Attending with friends and
sitting on blankets in the grass is a
wonderful way to appreciate the
beautiful fireworks. The best venue
for watching fireworks is TD PLACE
stadium.

Venue: Lansdowne TD PLACE

Tickets: $15 CAD for the TD PLACE
fireworks performance, $5 CAD for
teenagers between 10 and 16, free
for children under 10.

The Tulips of Parliament Hill and The Peace Towel

1945, Canada, on behalf of the Allied
Forces, accepted the surrender of Ger—
man Army in the Netherlands. In the
battles they fought liberating the Neth—
erlands, more than 7,600 Canadian
soldiers died, spiling flower—red blood in
their moment of sacrifice.

The Netherlands remembers and feels
a strong sense of gratitude for such
sacrifice and friendship. After the end
of the war in 1945, Princess Juliana
gave 100,000 Dutch tulip seedlings
to Ottawa. In the following year, she
gave another 20,000 tulip seedlings.
These tulips represent the international
friendship that exists between Canada
and the Netherlands. Later, in 1953,
a photographer named Malak Karsh
proposed an annual tulip festival, to be
held in Ottawa. These remarkable events
are what account for the origin of the
Canadian International Tulip Festival.

During the Tulip Festival, tulips of different
varieties, poses and expressions are
exhibited. Thousands of tulips bloom
across vast fields. Some rarely seen
tulips with multi-layered petals are also
seen here: they look similar to the peony,
graceful and poised, as if trying to outdo
the other flowers nearby.

With stunningly bright colours, some
tulips are bright red, as ebullient as ris—
ing flames. Some are golden yellow, like
glaring sunshine, and some are purple,
resembling the pink, tender face of a
young girl. Some tulips have two or three
colours, each displayed in a large spot,
almost like the brightly—coloured skirt
of a beautiful lady seen from afar, or an

exquisite umbrella down in the spring sun—
shine. The white fields emit a peaceful fra—
grance, while the vast red expanse reveals

the stories of the battlefields of old.

During the Tulip Festival, the Opening  f

s
Ceremony held in Liberation Café in the P, aros

Commissioners Park
is a must see. The
live musical perfor—
mances unveil the
Tulip Festival while
the first fireworks
show on the Dow's
Lake expresses
reverence and re—
spect for Canada's
veterans. Also in the
Liberation Café are
live music concerts.
Music, fragrant tulips,
fireworks and a star—
ry night sky are what
make Ottawa's Tulip
Festival special.

[Tulips beside Tudor-style homes|

Tulip Festival
Delicacies Gift

After enjoying the tulips,
buying a bottle of maple
syrup to bring home is a
must. As one of Canada's
best known products,
maple syrup has a light
taste which is quite
suitable for children and
the elderly. Thanks to its
mild taste, it is also suitable
for those ill or recovering,
especially heart disease
and diabetes patients.




