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Plovdiv: Attending an
Appointment with Roses

It's the last rose of summer, Left blooming alone,
All her lovely companions Are faded and gone.
No flower of her kindred,No rose bud is nigh,
To reflect back her blushes,Or give sigh for sigh.

— The Last Rose of Summer

A Tractor Full of Rosesil

As one of the oldest cities in Europe,
Plovdiv has a history of more than 6,000
years, making it older than Rome, Athens
and Istanbul. In its most glorious period
during the Roman Empire, Plovdiv was
home to many remarkable feats of public
architecture, including churches, public
bathhouses and theatres. Presently, in
the old city visitors can still find ruins of
such Roman period architecture. In par—
ticular, standing upon the Roman style
outdoor amphitheatre, visitors can gaze
upon the distance, seeing the new city of
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Plovdiv as well as the far away mountain
ranges.

Avisit to Plovdiv in June each year brings
not only the feelings of summer in Bul-
garia, but also the traditional Rose Festi—
val. Nearby to the north lies Kazanlak, lo—
cated in the southern foothill of the Balkan
Mountains. Kazanlak's climate is mild,
with sufficient rain and fertile soil. Row
upon row of roses burst into full bloom, as
if competing with one another. Amidst the
green twigs and leaves, colourful roses
sway with the wind and emit a charming

fragrance. Not only the most
significant rose production area
in the country, Kazanlakis also
home to the largest rose planta—
tion in the world, with more than
three quarters of the world's
rose varieties present, and a
330-year history of making rose
essential oil. The rose essential
§ oil produced here is about 1.5
times the price of gold by weight.

In the first weekend of June
every year, a grand Rose Fes—
tival is held in the local area to
celebrate the harvest of roses.
Before daybreak, people from
all across the country, and even
~~ neighbouring countries, have
== already departed on the drive
to Kazanlak. The Rose Festival's first
activity is to pick roses at the suburban
rose plantation. Near the roses gathered
on the ground, young men and women
dance, sing and pray for a good harvest
in the coming year.

Like pink angels, roses are spread all
across the fields, some in full bloom
while others still budding. As the early
morning sun has not yet broken over
the mountains, the rose fields are filled
with a tranquil light green or pink mist.
Local rose farmers enthusiastically offer

their home—made bread and Bulgarian
cheese to the visitors. While in the rose
fields, visitors and locals alike breathe
in the sweet aroma of the pink roses,
drink coffee and taste the local bread.
Such an experience leads to a sense of
enjoyment beyond words.

As the sunshine sprinkles over the
rose fields, things become more lively.
Everything, including the rose leaves,
rose petals and even the farmers them—
selves are showered in a gentle gold
colour. Even the sweet aroma of the ros—
es turns more intense, yet does not be—
come overly sweet. Instead, steeping in
such aroma, one's entire body feels light,
almost unable to resist from the rose's
graceful dance.

As short shrubs, the roses here feature
twigs. They are thorny and yield a large
amount of flowers. When walking on the
paths in the rose fields, you will find the
tall branches touch your waist while the
short ones crawl along the ground. Pink
in colour and around 4-5 centimetres
in diameter, the roses are slightly larger
than the variety of roses commonly found
in China. They also have more petals.
Squeezing a petal with your fingers, you
will discover a sticky feeling and lasting
fragrance. It is from such petals that

the rose oil is extracted. The local rose
farmers say that two tons of rose petals
are needed to produce just one kilogram
of rose oil. Thus, in the international
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the joyful rose famers, and also feel a
strong sense of happiness. The parade
brings this appointment with roses to a
perfect conclusion.

market, rose oil costs more

than gold. Rose oil should |

not be directly applied to the
skin, as it is then diluted and
processed into perfumes.
Most of rose oil produced in
Bulgaria is exported to France.

The festival reaches its cli-
max when it comes the time

to choose the Rose Queen |

of the Year, and following the
election comes a lively pa—
rade. The top three beautiful
Rose Queens, wearing rose
costumes and rose crowns,
sit on the rose chariot at the
front of the parade and wave
their hands to the subjects of
the "Rose Kingdom". This is
followed by a parade of peo—
ple from all walks of life (from
students to performers to
rose farmers) wearing special
costumes and performing the
national dances of Bulgaria.
Witnessing the parade, any
participant will be touched by

1.The distance from Plovdiv to

Kazanlak is 102.5 kilometres,
with a total drive time of about
1.5 hours.

2.The 2017 Kazanlak Rose
Festival will begin on 3 June.
It will last about one week,
during which there will be
a great deal of celebration.
On the urban square of
Kazanlakeach day during
the festival is filled with
national singing and dancing
performances of various
countries and regions from
around the world. Music
concerts are held at night.

Special Rose Festival
Delicacies

When it comes to local
delicacies, the wine and
yoghurt are not to be missed.
Never underestimate the
quality of the local wine.
With refined rose oil added,
the wines produced are
on equal footing with
French Lafite. With intense
sweetness and fragrance,
they are well known among
wine enthusiasts. The locally
produced yoghurts are also
very famous and are found
in a wide variety of dishes.
For example, yoghurt is
used in various local classics
including peppered steak
with yoghurt, spicy local
soup and salad with lemon
juice. Incorporating yoghurt,
the combined taste of such
dishes is sour, sweet, salty
and spicy, definitely a feast
to the taste bud.
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