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Ottawa: Tulips with Gratitude

The feet of one's dream slip into the Garden of Flowers
And are greeted by the tulips’ intensive aromal]

The spellbound stars forget their duties]

Morning sunshine sprinkles over the graceful tulips]
Looking back like an unadorned yet elegant face]

As atranquil lake in May with a blush of March.

—Tulip

Pink Tulips

As the capital and the fourth largest city in
Canada, Ottawa is located in the eastern
portion of southern Ontario, close to
Quebec. Ottawa has a total land area
of 2,778 kilometres and a population of
more than one million, with English and
French both commonly spoken.

Without mountains to the north, intense
Avrctic air regularly sweeps across
Ottawa. The Canadian meteorological
department estimates that for around
eight months each year, Ottawa's
temperature dips below zero at night,
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thus some deem Ottawa to be a "Capital
of Extreme Cold". However, as spring
arrives, the city is filled with colourful
tulips, which add immense beauty and
colour to the city. Thus, Ottawa is also
known as a "City of Tulips".

Each May, a grand "Tulip" Gratitude Ex—
hibition is held in Ottawa. There is a story
explaining its origin which embodies
the close connection shared between
Canada and the Netherlands, a country
known for its beautiful tulips.

During World War II, a few members of

the Dutch royal family took refuge in Ot-
tawa. In January 1943, one such royal
family member, Princess Juliana, was
about to give birth. Under Canadian law,
as she was to give birth on Canadian soil,
the newborn would become a Canadian
citizen. The laws of the Netherlands also
stipulate that a newborn prince or prin—
cess who is a Canadian citizen cannot be
granted a royal title. Thus, the Canadian
government passed a bill to temporarily
grant the labour ward where the princess
gave birth, to the Netherlands, thus mak—
ing it temporary Dutch territory. Princess
Juliana delivered the chid smoothly and
her daughter, Princess Margaret, was
born on Dutch territory in Ottawa, Cana—
da.

Late in the winter of 1944, suffering
from the devastating cut-off of supplies
orchestrated by the Nazi army, the
Dutch people had to rely on eating the
bulbs of tulips. Despite these efforts,
about 20,000 people lost their lives
due to hunger and cold. Under these
wretched circumstances, many people
in the Netherlands saw little hope for
their survival. However, when the Dutch
people witnessed the Canadian army's
advance in the distance, they began
to believe in their liberation. After nine
months of bloody warfare, on 6 May

1. The 2017 Tulip Festival will be
held from 12 to 22 May. Each day
during the festival, there will be
a special transportation service
available from the downtown
Lord Elgin Hotel(100 Elgin Street)
directly to Commissioners Park,
available from 9:00 to 18:00 (9:00—
11:00 on Friday and Saturday).

2. Some of the best venues
for seeing the tulips include
Commissioners Park, Major's
Hill Park and Parliament Hill. In
Commissioners Park, a number of
gifted Ottawa musicians, including
those playing jazz, rock, pop,
country and orchestral music, will
gather during the Tulip Festival to
offer a music feast.

3. Riding a bicycle is a good way
to see the tulips. Tourists can rent
bicycles from the Lansdowne Park
Tulip Gallery / 65 Sparks Street.

Operating Hours: 9:00-18:00, 12—
22 May 2017

Bicycle Rental

1 Hour: $8 CAD

2 Hours:$15 CAD

3-4 Hours: $20 CAD

Whole Day (9 Hours): $28 CAD

Notes: The above price includes the
bicycle rental fee, a helmet, a water
bottle and guidance for each group.

4. The fireworks show and
performances start from 21:00 on
12 May. Attending with friends and
sitting on blankets in the grass is a
wonderful way to appreciate the
beautiful fireworks. The best venue
for watching fireworks is TD PLACE
stadium.

Venue: Lansdowne TD PLACE

Tickets: $15 CAD for the TD PLACE
fireworks performance, $5 CAD for
teenagers between 10 and 16, free
for children under 10.

The Tulips of Parliament Hill and The Peace Towel

1945, Canada, on behalf of the Allied
Forces, accepted the surrender of Ger—
man Army in the Netherlands. In the
battles they fought liberating the Neth—
erlands, more than 7,600 Canadian
soldiers died, spiling flower—red blood in
their moment of sacrifice.

The Netherlands remembers and feels
a strong sense of gratitude for such
sacrifice and friendship. After the end
of the war in 1945, Princess Juliana
gave 100,000 Dutch tulip seedlings
to Ottawa. In the following year, she
gave another 20,000 tulip seedlings.
These tulips represent the international
friendship that exists between Canada
and the Netherlands. Later, in 1953,
a photographer named Malak Karsh
proposed an annual tulip festival, to be
held in Ottawa. These remarkable events
are what account for the origin of the
Canadian International Tulip Festival.

During the Tulip Festival, tulips of different
varieties, poses and expressions are
exhibited. Thousands of tulips bloom
across vast fields. Some rarely seen
tulips with multi-layered petals are also
seen here: they look similar to the peony,
graceful and poised, as if trying to outdo
the other flowers nearby.

With stunningly bright colours, some
tulips are bright red, as ebullient as ris—
ing flames. Some are golden yellow, like
glaring sunshine, and some are purple,
resembling the pink, tender face of a
young girl. Some tulips have two or three
colours, each displayed in a large spot,
almost like the brightly—coloured skirt
of a beautiful lady seen from afar, or an

exquisite umbrella down in the spring sun—
shine. The white fields emit a peaceful fra—
grance, while the vast red expanse reveals

the stories of the battlefields of old.

During the Tulip Festival, the Opening  f

s
Ceremony held in Liberation Café in the P, aros

Commissioners Park
is a must see. The
live musical perfor—
mances unveil the
Tulip Festival while
the first fireworks
show on the Dow's
Lake expresses
reverence and re—
spect for Canada's
veterans. Also in the
Liberation Café are
live music concerts.
Music, fragrant tulips,
fireworks and a star—
ry night sky are what
make Ottawa's Tulip
Festival special.

[Tulips beside Tudor-style homes|

Tulip Festival
Delicacies Gift

After enjoying the tulips,
buying a bottle of maple
syrup to bring home is a
must. As one of Canada's
best known products,
maple syrup has a light
taste which is quite
suitable for children and
the elderly. Thanks to its
mild taste, it is also suitable
for those ill or recovering,
especially heart disease
and diabetes patients.




