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Malaysia's Penang Zheng He Culture and Art
Museum Completed

On 10 March, the Penang Zheng He Culture and
Art Museum was completed in George Town, the capital
city of Penang, a state in northwest Malaysia. LuoXing-
giang, Chairman of the Tourism Commission of Penang,
said during the opening ceremony held on the evening of
9 March that George Town is one of the oldest cities in
Penang, and one of Malaysia's two world heritage cities.
The cultures of all ethnic groups converge here to produce
a colourful multicultural mosaic.

Luo said that Zheng He made seven voyages to the
"Western" Ocean (including visits to Southeast Asia, the
Indian Ocean, the Middle East and Africa from 1405 to
1433), and made great contributions to the intergenera-
tional friendship that exists between Malaysia and China.
The Penang Zheng He Culture and Art Museum complet-
ed in George Town contains both modern design elements
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and ancient history. Having effectively blended the tradi-
tional and the modern, it is certain to become another cul-
tural scenic spot in Penang, attracting tourists from all over
the world, especially China.

Wu Defang, chairman of the Chinese Museum of
Malaysia, said that Zheng He, over the course of his sev-
en voyages to the "Western" Ocean, left a considerable
amount of treasures of cultural heritage behind in the
countries and regions he visited. Such cultural heritage is of
particular significance today in the "21st Century Maritime
Silk Road" advocated by the Chinese government.

Wu Defang said that the Belt and Road Initiative is
considerably meaningful to the region, not only in terms of
economics and trade, but also culture and art. The estab-
lishment of the Penang Zheng He Culture and Art Museum
bears great significance to the cultural exchange and co—
operation that exist between Penang and China, and be-
tween Malaysia and China as a whole.

The Penang Zheng He Culture and Art Museum is
located in the Penang Times Square shopping centre. It
covers a total floor area of about 7,500 square feet, with art
exhibits containing porcelain artefacts, stone carving arte-
facts, jade artefacts, lacquerware artefacts, Ming and Qing
dynasties' furniture and Ming dynasty's coins.
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Belarus Policy Allows Five-day Visa-free Stay for
Chinese Citizens
Belarus's new policy, allowing a five-day visa-free stay

for citizens of 80 countries and regions including the United
States and EU countries, officially takes effect on 12 Feb-
ruary. Included among the list of 80 countries and regions
are the Mainland China, Hong Kong and Macau.
Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko signed
an order on 9 January to grant visa free entry to eligible
travellers. The policy specifies a maximum five-day vi-
sa-free stay for passengers arriving at Minsk Airport who
are citizens holding private passports of the 80 countries
and regions specified. The tourists must prove they have
sufficient travel funds (about US$23 per person per day)
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and valid health insurance with coverage of no less than
10,000 euros for their travel in Belarus.

The Sputnik news agency reported that the visa-free
policy was conditional for countries including China, Vietnam,
India and a few others, meaning that the citizen from specified
countries was required to have a valid multiple-entry visa to
an EU country (including a Schengen Visa) and proof of an
air ticket departing Belarus within five days.
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Emirates Airlines Offers Consigning Service for
Passengers Carrying Large Electronic Devices Prior
to Boarding Flights to the United States

Emirates Airlines will offer a consigning service for pas-
sengers carrying large electronic devices prior to boarding
flights to the United States, enabling such passengers to
use their laptops and tablets while waiting at the gate be-
fore boarding.

Passengers on Emirates Airlines flights transiting in
Dubai may use their laptops and tablets during the first leg
of their flight and while waiting for their next flight in Dubai.
Before boarding flights to the United States, the passen-
gers must take the initiative to declare their laptops, tablets
and other prohibited electronic devices to security person-
nel at the boarding gate for checking. These devices will
be carefully packaged and placed into the cargo bay. After
such flights arrive at their destinations in the United States,
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passengers can retrieve their devices. Emirates Airlines will
provide this service free of charge.

Emirates Airlines suggests that passengers departing
from Dubai to the United States place their electronic devices
in their checked luggage beforehand to avoid flight delay.
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Incorporating Latest Technology, Israel Launches
Innovative Visits to the Wailing Wall

In fascinating Jerusalem there is a mysterious location
called the Western Wall, which is known as "a media to
Heaven". It is also named the Wailing Wall or the Wall for
Sighing. Recently, the Western Wall Heritage Foundation
has boldly introduced a 360-degree virtual reality technol-
ogy as a way to embark on a time-traveling journey back
to the Second Temple period. Wearing a pair of special
earphones, visitors can undertake a time-traveling journey
in the virtual world. Since the introduction of this service, it is
no longer just a dream for visitors to make a personal ap—
pearance in the Second Temple.

Virtual reality technology makes a 3D interactive ex—
perience possible. Surrounded by 360-degree immersive
visuals, visitors are transported to another place and time
under the unique experience of blending reality and a virtu—
al environment. To make this innovative program possible,
gifted artists, research fellows, animation experts and pro-
grammers gathered together to jointly forge the delicately
designed 3D model of the Second Temple. Based on in-
depth research, voice-overs and historical narration ac-
company this visual experience, providing another way for
visitors to learn and understand the glorious years of an-
cient Jerusalem.

While on this journey, visitors are transported to the
outdoor market that thrived near the Temple more than
2,000 years ago. Before entering the gate of the Temple of
God and the front yard of the Temple, visitors stroll around
the Robinson Arch and the Royal Stoa at the southwestern
corner. After that, the path takes its visitors past the altar
to meet religious scholars studying their daily courses. The
focus of the journey comes to an end inside the Temple,
where the golden altar with radiating incense fragrance and
praying figures presents itself before the visitors.
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