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A Journey of Exploration
A Maui circular drive in Hawali

Words & Photos / Xingzhe Lachu

Go into "Jurassic Park"

The Hana Highway on the Hawaiian island of Maui
is one of the most beautiful roads in the world where
the Jurassic Park was fimed. The road of over 80
kilometers is built along the coastline all the way
through, passes 54 bridges and over 620 bays and
fiords. Actually, a circular road trip of Maui offers you
as spectacular views as those along Hana Highway.
The route which runs hundreds of kilometers is lined
with over a thousand bays and fjords. As the road
is built by the sea, a road trip enables you to enjoy
the most exciting driving experience and unlimited
beauty of scenery.

Blue sky and sea, white cloud and sand, exuberant

forest, great waterfalls and black beach make Eden—
like scenery captivating the visitors. In a three—day
road trip by myself, I not only went through Hana
Highway, had a circular drive around Maui Island, but
also came to see the sunset and hike in Haleakala
National Park.

Maui Island is a volcanic island in Maui county and
the second largest island in Hawaii. Why | chose to
take a road trip in Maui is not only that Hana Highway
is beautiful but that the narrow road on the island is
not suitable for buses and thus few tour groups come
here. The shape of Mauii is like the bust of a man:
Kahului Airport is at the position of the man's cervical
vertebra, Hana Highway is on the man's back, the

This page: The original scenery

of Hawaii unspoiled by man.
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famous "surface of the moon" in Haleakala National
Park is at the center of the man’ s upper body where
you may watch the best sunset, while Lahaina beach
at the man’ s noses and eyes houses most of the
hotels on the island.

You appreciate the scenery while driving for most of
the time during a circular road trip on Maui. Because
all of the highways on the island are quite narrow and
you could only stop to take photos when there is a
sightseeing platform or a parking lot, otherwise you
could only enjoy the views in car. You don’ t need
to remember all the scenic spots as the remarkable

ones together with the marine parks are all marked
inagoogle map.

Sheer cliffs and "fountains" everywhere

Waihee Beach Park was a highlight of my trip.
A slope lies ahead of the park where | gained a
splendid panoramic view of the coastline | had
passed. Honolua Bay features sheer cliffs and what
impressed me most was a "fountain" of several
meters high formed by sea waves beating against
the cliff. The moorland there feels like plateau.
Kapalua Beach is also a wonderful place and on my
way there | passed a small village where the whole
valley could be seen from a vantage point. It was
dangerous driving along the road down the hill most
parts of which are one way only and few places have
spaces to let an oncoming car pass. You may take
a break at either of the two agreeable cafés on the
way.

Between Honolua Bay and Oneloa Bay lies
Kaanapali Coast which is home to a top surf spot
on Maui. You can drive your car by a trail on your
right. The top of the cliff is always packed with cars.
Though the coast is not suitable for swimming, it’ s
an ideal choice for surfing as the waves reach as

high as two to three meters. During the peak time at
dusk, you may see over a hundred people surfing in
the sea. Besides, it is perfect to watch the beautiful
sunset here. Many surfers would go ashore and
enjoy the beautiful scenery on top of their cars at
sunset.

Kaanapali Beach is rated as one of the most beautiful
beaches in the US. It was the place where the royal
family of Hawaii once lived. Surrounded by a number
of hotels and resorts, the beach is known as one of
the world—renowned holiday destinations. Featuring
fine sand, the beach is fit for both swimming and
surfing. As | approached the beach in the distance,
rumble reached my ears. It turned out that the sound
was generated by high waves pounding the rocks
on the shore. You should take great care when
swimming here, as the waves are as high as half a
meter even on the beach. Hillike waves follow one
another onthe sea and slap the shore endlessly.

Lahaina was the royal capital of the Hawaiian
Kingdom and is the place where | lived during my
trip. Every day | hit the road from and returned here.
Lahaina Beach has small waves but the scenery
there is charming as well. | saw some large cruisers

anchor on the sea. Most of the low and medium
grade hotels gather at Lahaina.

Stunning black rock and beach

Hana Highway is lined with several forest parks.
You may visit them one by one so long as you have
enough time. It is said that some scenes in Jurassic
Park were filmed here. It may take you one day to
hike in even only one of these parks.

You may find many waterfalls beside the road
during your driving tour but you cannot stop to
appreciate them. The waterfalls in parks are also
great, and those in Waianapanapa State Park are
recommended for visitors by many travel articles. |
found them indeed gorgeous after visiting the park.
Giant surfs break on black rocks and beach forming
a magnificent view. You may also swim here after
passing through a track in black pine forest. | still felt
reluctant to leave even after | had spent two hours
taking photos there.

The giant white waves and black rocks constitute a
stark contrast. Like a fountain, spray as high as 10
meters is formed as the two clash. Itis the first time |
have seen a black beach. A father was watching the
sea with his children on the beach and suddenly a
giant wave rushed onto where they were standing.
Realizing this, the father grabbed his youngest child
and ran to escape the wave only to find himself
soaked.

Hiking on the “moon"

After finishing your driving trip along Haha Highway,
you may move on if you like. Later you will find there
are fewer and fewer cars as you drive on until the
road becomes totally worn out. Like a roller coaster,
the car bumps up and down at the maximum speed
of 10 miles per hour. This dangerous road is often
accessible to one car only, but the scenery is quite
natural. It is said that the view along this road is the
most original and only view unspoiled by man in
Hawaii.

Haleakala National Park is the most beautiful place
on Maui Island that offers the most amazing sunrise.
When the sun rises slowly above a sea of clouds,
every visitor is stunned by its beauty.

There is another must see in Haleakala National
Park, namely a waste land above clouds whose
surface is similar to that of the moon. The land is
buried by lava after a volcano broke out. A hike here
often reminds you of the moment men landed on the
moon. Though you can only approach it by hiking,
you definitely cannot miss out on such a unique view.

Itis about 116 kilometers
from Lahaina beach to
Hana and takes about
four to five hours fo finish
adriving trip between the
two places (alonger time
if return trip is included).
Most people start early
in the morning. The
distance from Lahaina
to Hana Highway is 36
kilometers and it takes
around 40 to 50 minutes,
and occasionally there
is a traffic jam. You
may stop at only three
scenic spots on the way.
Swimming (with no lock
room or shower facilties
which are only available
in parks on Maui Island)
is available at two of
them, but another one is
only for sightseeing.
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Words /HaiJin  Photos / Quanjing

China National Highway 318 (G318), one of the most splendid and dangerous
road frip and cycling routes in the world, is known as “heavenly road” for its
wondrous landscapes and unique Tibetan culture. The road itself is a heart-
fouching attraction for its high alfitude, ruggedness, and great scenery.

Across China: a combination of various rare
landscapes

(G318 was completed and went into service in 1954.
Starting from People’ s Square in Shanghai, the
road runs through Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Anhui, Hubei,
Chongging, and Sichuan before it finally reaches
Tibet. With a length of over five thousand kilometers,
it is the longest national highway in China. Stretching
across east, middle and west China, G318 contains
such natural landscapes as plain, hill, basin, and
plateau, and connects water town culture in Jiangsu
and Zhejiang, basin culture of Chongging and
Sichuan, and Tibetan culture. Owing to its precipitous

cliffs, magnificent valleys and amazing wonders,
G318isratedasthe “Scenic Road of the Chinese”
by Chinese National Geography magazine.

The graceful and glorious views of China some of
which are quite rare appear one after another as
you travel along G318: plains, plateaus, low hills,
high mountains, freshwater lakes, salt water lakes,
rainforests, scrubs, grasslands, deserts, etc. In
addition, a journey along G318 is also a journey
through history from which you can find the rice
seven thousand years ago at Hemudu, the millet
found at Changdu Ruins in Chamdo county, the jade
of Liangzhu culture, the bronze of Sanxingdui, the

ancient houses in Zhouzhuang and Tondli, the local
towered buildings at Danba, and the ancient Tangbo
Road. The Chinese in the east and Tibetans in the
west as well as the Qiang people in the north and the
Yi people in the south along this road together built
the colorful and glamorous culture of China.

Magical landscapes: the most intensive scenic
beltalong 30°N

There is a well-known yet mysterious belt in the
planet we live and that is 30° N, which links a number
of world wonders and mysteries. Famous rivers
around the world like the Mississippi in the US, the
Euphrates in Iraq, the Yangtze River in China all
flow into the sea at around 30° N. What’ s more,
the pyramids and the Great Sphinx of Giza in Egypt,
the Bermuda Triangle, the legendary Atlantis, the
Hanging Gardens of Babylon, and the Sea of Death
also gather around 30° N.

Examining the numerous scenic spots, you will find
that China has the most extensive and the largest
number of scenic areas around 30° N. Most of
these scenic areas also line G318 for this heavenly
road almost follows 30° N. The mysterious and
wonderful landscapes generally lie just beside the
road or within 200 kilometers to the north or south of
the road. They include not only such famous tourist
destinations like Qiantang River, West Lake, Mount
Huang, Mount Lu, Poyang Lake, Shennongjia, the
Three Gorges, Zhangjiajie, and Mount Emei but also
some landscapes hardly known to people like Mount
Gongga, the Grand Glacier Cascade of Hailuogou,
Mount Zheduo, Mount Yala, and the three snow
mountains in Daocheng, which come into sight one
after antoher. Moving westward on, you will see four
mountains with heights of over 8,000 meters, one
of which is the Everest, the highest point on earth.

Besides, G318 is also lined with so many unnamed
giant snow mountains and glaciers that you could do
nothing but behold and marvel at them.

Southern section of Chuanzang Highway: faith
and danger come together

The part of G318 in Sichuan and Tibet belongs to the
southern section of Chuanzhang Highway (Sichuan—
Tibet Highway) and it is home to the most beautiful
scenery of this scenic road. The southern section
of Chuanzhang Highway stretches for over 2,100
kilometers, 1,300 kilometers of which is in Tibet and
800 kilometers in Sichuan. The landscapes on the
way are forever changing and traveling along the
way you may get the miraculous feeling of  “different
weathers in different areas and a mountain has four
seasons”. Furthermore, this section of the road is
also regarded as one of the most dangerous and
difficult roads in China by visitors.

The highlight of the views along Chuangzang
section of G318 is its canyons. The landscapes
are embraced by various canyons. The first half
of the road cuts across several grand ravines of
the Hengduan Mountains while the second half
meanders along the valleys of Yarlung Zangbo
River, namely the gorges in Nyenchen Tanglha
Mountains. It” s worth mentioning that the Hengduan
Mountains in the east of Qinghai-Tibet Plateau is
the most complicated alpine gorge area in the world
and a journey through this region is known as “soull
in heaven and body in hell”. The gorges along
this road also enjoy great fame: the most beautiful
gorge—Dadu River Gorge, the most dangerous
gorge—Lancang River Gorge, the largest and third
largest gorges in the world — Yarlung Zangbo Grand
Canyon and Parlung Zangbo Grand Canyon.

The route of
Chuanzang section
of G318

Chengdu city-Ya' an city—
Luding county—Kangding
county—Xindugiao town—
Yajiang county-Litang
county-Batang county—
Mangkang county-Zuogong
county—-Bangda county—
Basu county-Bomi county—
Linzhi county-Lhasa
Notices

When serious altitude
sickness occurs at high
altitudes, measures must be
taken immediately. Take 20
milligrams of aminophylline
or nifedipine and take in
supplemental oxygen if the
situationis severe.

‘You may enjoy home dishes
and some specialties made
of fresh local ingredients in
your journey. But due to the
poor road condition of some
sections, you should prepare
some compressed biscuits in
case of emergency.

You’ d better choose road
trip, for there is no bus
traveling regularly all the way
throughout the southern
section of Chuannan
Highway. Most buses only
fravel to and fro between two
places.
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Onthe Way 7Lt

This page: Simple and luxury
locomotive of The Pride of
Africa; mirthful tourists.
Right page: Train going
through vast grassland where
lovely and precious wildlife
inhabits.
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Across Southern Africa

Words /HaiJn Photos / South African Tourism  Quanijing

Areal dream journey is not traveling in one of the most prosperous metropolises
in the world at a high cost but a tour that brings you fantastic experience and

exotic ambience.

Between antiquity and nature

Southern Africa, an ancient and wild region of
mystery, combines dream and modernity. You don’ t
have to hike or cycle to conquer its mountains and
waters with a heavy backpack or take a helicopter
tour to overlook its boundless grassland for they are
either too hard or too superficial. If you want to have a
panoramic view of Southern Africa, have anin—depth
tour throughout its countries and cities with varied
features, and go across its plains, hills, highlands and
rivers, a train travel will suit you best.

Train can bring you to anywhere in Southern Africa
from the Cape, the southernmost tip of African
continent, to Dar es Salaam in Tanzania, from the
wildlife paradise of Mpumalanga to the world famous
natural wonder of Victoria Falls, from the awe—

inspiring dessert in Namibia, the desolate Great
Karroo, to the vast sugarcane field in KwaZulu—
Natal and the magnificent Garden Route along
the southern coastline of Cape Town. Green
African grassland, flower blooming courtyards, and
ranches teeming with cows and sheep appear one
after another as if they are in a documentary film.
Occasionally, you may find the charming scene
of flamingos resting in a lake which is admired by
travelers from all over the world.

Cape Town is the legislative capital and the second
largest city of South Africa. The scenery of the
wine country of Cape Town with rolling hills and
vast stretches of vineyards is picturesque. You
may explore the history of Anglo—Boer War at a
posthouse in the ancient desert, fall into a reverie at

a tavern of one hundred years, or go to a diamond
mine and the Diamond Museum to learn about the
fascinating stories happened there. Try a glass of
authentic South African wine and indulge yourself in
the romantic natural beauty of this dreamlike country.
Even the most particular traveler will be fascinated by
the charming experience instantly.

Special experiences

Namibia and Tanzania are the most famous for
safaris in Southern Africa. You may travel through
Kruger National Park, Swaziland, Umfolozi and
Hiuhluwe Reserves before finally reaching the capital
of Zulu Kingdom—-Durban on the Indian Ocean
coast. During the journey you will go through jungle,
highland, forest, valley and grassland. The elephants
in Kruger National Park, the lions in Swaziland and
the migrating white rhinoceroses will make every
visitor in jeeps cream and offer them an unforgettable
experience.

You may also take an in—depth journey to Kimberley
- the famous city of diamond. In the early days,
numerous diamond miners never left the land of
Kimberley alive. Today travelers could visit the
museum where encouragement letters to soldiers
from Queen Victoria are kept, have a cup of local
beer in a pub to the accompaniment of the music
of an old organ, while strolling around the town.
Every visitor will be impressed by its long history and
serenity.

If you happen to be a golf lover, you are in luck,
for South Africa is home to some of the best golf
resorts in the world. They include Leopard' s Creek
next to Kruger Park, Durban Country Club where
you can overlook the Indian Ocean, Champagne
Sports Resort in the Drakensberg, and Gary Play
er Country Club which is part of the huge Sun City
entertainment complex.

Southern Africa is so extraordinary a place for
exploration that it is attracting more and more people
to come and realize their dreams on a cross—
continent road trip.

The Pride of Africa

With its antique design, the Pride of Africa, known
as "five—star hotel on wheels", will offer you a
luxurious travel experience. It was rated as one of
the World's Top 10 Luxury Trains by the National
Geographic magazine. Among its routes, the one
from Pretoria to Cape Town as well as the ones to
Namibia and Tanzania respectively once in a year
are the most popular.

@

1.The breakfast buffet
including Western style
food and freshlocal fruits
offers travelers a variety
of choices.

2.Formal clothes are
required at supper.
3.Smokingis permissible
onlyinone’ sownroom.
4.Stay in jeep and
don’ t feed animals
after entering a wildlife
reserve.
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