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@@ Chinese people grow in the
Oriental civilization. VWWhen we have an
opportunity to touch the blue sea, we
will be amazed by its exoticism and
mysteriousness. The energetic people
iving around the waters create science,
art, and civiization which have made
great conrbution to the development of
the world. They are stars shining in the

sky of history.

020 WORLD TOURISM CITY

The sea and
sky are so
pure, broad
and blue that
” gods seem to

befall at any
moment, and white buildings, like gods’  residence
on earth. The grace and pureness of Mediterranean
makes it hard to imagine this place was once
bothered by smoke of gunpowder, frequent wars and
furious pirates.

Before broader oceans were discovered,
Mediterranean, like a pearl, used to be coveted by
surrounding countries so much that they hadn’ t
stopped fighting for 2,000 continuous years. Along
Mediterranean are 19 countries: European countries
including Spain, France, Monaco, Italy, Malta
(island), Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Republic of Montenegro, Albania and Greece; Asian
countries including Turkey, Cyprus, Syria, Lebanon,
Israel and the Palestinian Government from north
to south; African countries including Egypt, Libya,
Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco from east to west.
Mediterranean, though too small to compare with
oceans in area, has nurtured unparalleled history
and civilization that other seas hardly achieved, and
was also a place where states changed and ethnic
groups interacted most frequently.

The ancient civilization which has left a glorious page
in human civilization has an inseparable relation
with Mediterranean. The history of Mediterranean,
including that of Egypt, Hittite Empire, Kingdom of
Israel, Kingdom of Judea, Assyrian Empire, Babylonian
Empire, Persian Empire, Macedonia, Greece, Roman
Empire, Byzantine Empire, Sasanid Empire, Caliph
(the Islamic Empire), the Crusader Kingdom, Saladin
Empire, Mongolia Empire, Ottoman Empire and
European Colonialism, is almost history of Europe,
North Africa and West Asia.

Mesopotamia civilization that reached its peak from
4,000 BC to 2,250 BC made great contributions to
the whole world. Lunar calendar and leap month
were invented during that period. Lunar calendar
was based on the phases of the moon, dividing a
year of 354 days into 12 months and the leap month
in lunar calendar was used to make up the 11 days
less in solar calendar. One hour was divided into
60 minutes and one week into 7 days. People then
also knew fraction and four arithmetic operations,
solve quadratic equations, and invented the decimal
system and the hexadecimal system. They divided
a circle into 360 degrees, knew T was about 3 and
even could calculate the area of irregular polygons
and the volume of some pyramids.

Having learnt math, physics and philosophy from

Mesopotamia civilization and Nile Valley civilization,
Greeks created splendid Greek civilization.
However, it was lost in the long course of history like
a shooting star flashing across the sky and was not
rediscovered until Renaissance.

Crete, where relics of Neolithic culture between
10,000 BC and 3,300 BC were unearthed, is one of
the birthplaces of Mediterranean civilization. From
around 2,600 BC to 1,125 BC, the famous Minoan
civilization sprung up on Crete with unprecedentedly
flourishing arts, architecture and engineering
technology, and the unified Minoan dynasty was
established there. The earliest writing in Europe also
appeared on Crete then. This pictographic writing
was gradually simplified to linear one and then
developed into syllabic symbols that are called Linear
Abut haven’ tbeen interpreted until now.

Byzantine Empire lasted for over 1,100 years from
the 3rd century to the 14th century. The secret of its
long governance lies in that, different from Persians,
Greeks, Carthages and Romans who ignored
the military power, almost all Byzantine emperors
set up powerful ports that attracted Chinese and
Indians from Asia, Egyptians from Africa and even
Europeans from afar.

Different dynasties have built colorful buildings with

different styles along
Mediterranean. These
buildings appear to
live in harmony with
modern society as if they
are meant to be together.
The era of columns was
succeeded by that of domes.
Al the architecture in this period like

Solomon Temple by Hebrew, Parthenon

Temple by Greeks and the masonry structured
domes in Constantinople by Latins showned
features of devotion without exception. In the
7th century, a new style tower turned up along
Mediterranean coast. Haghia Sophia in Istanbul
was reconstructed into a spire rising abruptly from
the ground and shooting straight into the sky. While
Christian hymns turned into chants of Allah and
Mohammed.

Arab Empire refreshed Mediterranean culture.
People at Mediterranean seaside started to
learn Arabic. Arabians not only preserved and
promoted Greek math, medicine and philosophy,
but also invented and improved decimal system,
pendulum principle, astronomical instruments
and narcotherapy, which carried world civilization
forward into a new phase. Arabian people changed

This page: Majestic
and vivid sculptures
in Vatican City State;
A historical picture of
Cleopatra.

Left page: A historical
picture of Vatican City
State; A horse-drawn
cartin Rome.
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the big cities along Mediterranean into lecture
rooms of knowledge, which even had been passed
further to other European cities. In the 11th century,
Cordoba became the most populated city with over
600 mosques, 900 public bathhouses and 500,000
books.

Mongol Empire, called Yuan Dynasty in China, also
used to send invincible cavalry to Mediterranean
coast. During over 50 years’ rule, Genghis Khan
and his successors, with an army of less than
400,000 soldiers, wiped out over 40 countries,
conquered over 700 races, killed over 10 million
soldiers and subdued 600 million people of different
nations, establishing a country with the vastest
territory in human history.

The establishment of Mongol Empire sped up the
communication of culture and technology between
the East and the West and promoted fusion of

different races. The Silkk Road was then for the first
time and also the last controlled by only one state,
which made trade and commerce much easier
between the East and West than during warring
periods.

However, blue civilization after all didn’ t agree
with the nomads. Living at the seaside, people
who mastered navigation would be able to control
Mediterranean and become its overlord. In
Venice, powerful fleets had been organized, and
merchants there not only monopolized business
of Mediterranean, but also manipulated politics to
find a way out between land and sea. Venice and
Genoa were the most powerful nations that ruled
Mediterranean for some centuries.

The approach of the Great Navigation Epoch made
Mediterranean, the birthplace of civilization, passed
into silence. European countries started to go to

the sea to occupy the New World and South Africa
along Mediterranean was colonized by France.
In 1600, Mediterranean was ruled be two giant
countries, Ottoman Empire and Hapsburg Empire
of Spain. Ceaseless wars between Christianity and
Islam resulted in the death of milions of people, yet
also sped up fusion of difference races including tall
and blonde Normans from north Europe, short and
crude Teutons, and thin, Arabians with black eyes
and hair. All their features added oriental and west
charm to the handsome men and beautiful women
in south Europe.

People in coastal countries along Mediterranean
are born gentle, actively seek pleasure and love
art and cate. Such personality is resulted from the
geographical location and climate of Mediterranean.
Thanks to this part of sea, people have never been
short of food. It only needs 170 days for wheat to

@@ Vediterranean-style diet refers to eating a
big amount of fruits, vegetables, beans, cereal
and unsaturated fatty acid like olive ol as well as
a small amount of dairy products, meat, chicken
and duck, and a “property big amount”  of fish
and diink alitte wine withfood. @@

mature, half of the days it needed in the north.
People, as long as they don’ t expect too much from
life, can get satisfied with the food demand without
working hard. As a result, they have more time to
enjoy life on and along the sea.

We have also heard a noun related to
Mediterranean, namely Mediterranean climate
which refers to the climate with hot and dry summer
and warm and moist winter. Mediterranean—
style diet refers to eating a big amount of fruits,
vegetables, beans, cereal and unsaturated fatty
acid like olive oil as well as a small amount of dairy
products, meat, chicken and duck, and a “properly
big amount”  of fish and drink a little wine with food.

We are also fond of a furnishing style, Mediterranean

style, featuring lime walls, repeated arcades and

arched doors, clay bricks and tiles, ocean blue

doors and windows. Such elements must carry a

constant inner style instead of being simply knocked

together. “Romantic sky—blue theme, the sea  This page:A devoted
and the sky merging into one and shining nature” RLO;?? :)zgeef Tourists
represent a Mediterranean furnishing style as well strolling at a Greek
as the Mediterranean in our eyes. seaside.
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% |sland Hopping™ -

Tour in the i
Mediterranean

The scattered islands, big or small, in the Mediterranean il l
are most unforgettable during the tour for their long L il
history, profound culture, breath-taking natural landscape L

and magnificent buildings. It is such a delight to tour in the
yacht, enjoy the sunset with your sweetheart and share
delicacies with friends. How can you have a thorough
travel on these small islands during your lifetime?
Words / Mingfei  Photos / Shen Zhi Wu Yue Quanjing Yu Liangbing

Santorini
The most gorgeous “Aegean Sea sunset”

Santorini is a volcanic island on the Aegean Sea in the
southernmost part of the Cyclades Islands. Despite its
small size, it is one of the most celebrated islands in Greece
and reputed to be “a Bright Pearl on the Aegean Sea—
Mediterranean” .

Not long away from Fird, the capital city of Santorini, lies the
characteristic black beach, namely, the Kamari Beach. Because
of its volcanic geology, the sand there is black and the water
also looks black, but it is cool and clean and plays a beautifying
function as it is said. At nightfall, the bars and restaurants wil
be extraordinarily bustling and singers of different styles will
perform ballads of different styles and countries. As is true,
musicis borderless.

Of another style, the serene Oia on the seaside precipice is
the second biggest town of Santorini and is regarded as the
most beautiful site in the world to see the sunset. The instant the
sun sets, time seems to stagnate, leaving only tranquility and
calmness.

L@ Topic

In addition, it also features breeze drifting from the
Mediterranean, comfortable and pleasant temperature and
air and blue and white houses in classic legends. There are a
myriad of possibilities on Sanitorini. It is usually said that people
in love may become natural poets. Sanitorini cannot simply turn
the tourists into poets, but also painters, photographers and
artists.

Nevertheless, it is wrong if you think Sanitorini has nothing else
appealing. In the latter half of the 20th century, the archaeologists
excavated the ruins of the ancient city in Akrotiri in the south of
the island and discovered the wonderful murals more than 3,000
years ago including the works of “Painting of Spring*Shadowboxing
Boy, “Fisherman” and “Painting of Navigation” which show
the scenes of people’ s life inthose periods.

TIPS
1. Transportation: It takes 1 hour § advance so that many hotels can
to fly from Athens to Sanitoriniby : offer delivery service at the port
air; about 9 hours by ferry and 4.5 orairport.

hours by yacht in peak seasons 2. The summer in Sanitorini is idylic
at a high expense. It’ s better and poetic and promises the best
to reserve the ferry and hotel in § seasonfortourism.
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Mykonos Island
Travel in a labyrinth of 365 chapels

Mykonos Island is a small island in the east of Kiklandes on
the Aegean Sea. It only takes more than 10 minutes to cross
Mykonos Town. But you can slowly and leisurely go shopping
in the artwork stores of diverse characteristics on the island.

The White Chapel is a permanent view on the Aegean Sea
and s also called a visiting card of Mykonos Island. It is said that
365 white familial style chapels are scattered along the streets
and in the lanes on the small island. They were built in reward
for the deities’ divine help for the safety of the family. The
tinking bells under the eaves uttered a sweet tone seemingly to
respond to and express appreciations for the deities.

Mykonos has a long reputation as a labyrinth because of its
unigue buildings in unordered distribution. Such buildings are
renowned as  “one of the attracting wonders of Kiklandes” .
Mykonos used to be encroached by the pirates and the
Turkish. Itis said that these buildings were built as fortifications
in the Middle Ages. The zigzagging streets and lanes posed
a major headache for the invaders and even could more
effectively withstand the storms in the summer.

Crystal blue and dazzling white constitute the dominant
hues of Mykonos. In addition, bright green, red or orange in
stark contrast skip in between, which are the colors of the
doors, windows, tables, chairs, ships, flowers and the sun.

Even Spaghetti is made colorful and is hung on the shelves
neatly and in order. The simple and amiable beauty pervades
everywhere.

TIPS
1. Transportation: From Santorini to 45mins).
Mykonos Island by boat; from Athens 2. Mykonos Island is open to the public
Airport to Mykonos Island by air (@bout i during Aprilthrough October each year.

MaltaValletta
Antiquities traveling to the modem society without the change
of the original form

An island country in the middle of the Mediterranean reputed
tobe “the Heart of Mediterranean; Malta is a marked holiday
resort featuring azure sea water, clean beach, gorgeous
underwater world, marvelous and amazing historical sites and
ancient culture. Having been under the reign of many countries,
the island integrates the styles of England, South Europe and
Mediterranean.

Upon my first step onto Malta, | seemed to have traveled to the
Middle Ages and came to the era of proud and independent
chivalry. ltwas not “amazing, “crazy” or “busting”. Justas
the nickname of Mdina  “The Silent City ” suggests, it is quiet
and special. Walking in the profound historical accumulation, |

felt that the time seemed to become static.

Valletta, capital city of Malta, established in 1566, is a famous
ancient cultural city in Europe and still keeps the most original
ancient appearance even now. Valletta was designed by
Francisco Rapale, assistant of Michelangelo, featuring a neat
and uniform architectural composition, as horizontal and vertical
as a checkerboard in its entirety. More than 100 narrow and
long streets in the city almost all led to the sea, just worthy of the
fameof “the Heart of Mediterranean” .

Due to its pivotal location, Valletta has historically been a hotly
contested spot. In the ancient past, it was guarded with castles
in all directions to resist foreign enemies. All the buildings on the
island were uniformly built with floppy ocher rocks which could
be hewed, sawn and processed as needed and were said to
be inexhaustible in Malta. After the houses were completed,
the water in the rocks evaporated because of the exposure to
the weather and the stone turned solider than bricks. Thanks to
the low cost, the residents in Valletta could live in very spacious
houses.

TIPS

1. Malta features the typical subtropical i 2. Malta joined the European Union in
Mediterranean climate, warm, pleasant, 2004 and became a Schengen country
comfortable and ever—-green all year in 2007. Therefore, the tourists of MSC
round. The period during January through ¢ Cruise do not need to get a visa and can
Octoberisthe peaktouristseasoninMalta. getinandoutofit conveniently.
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Sicily

Aplace to build and realize the dream

Arriving in Sicily for the first time in 1787, Goethe wrote in his
diary, “If you do not go to Sicily, you seem not to have been to
Italy. Sicily is the source of the beauty of Italy.” His sentences
were widely spread.

How many beautiful stories are there about Sicily? Cinema
Paradiso, The Legend of 1900, The Big Blue, The Godfather:
A series of classic movies chose the setting of Sicily, integrated
the emotions for her and aroused people’ s reverie.

Sicily is the largest island on the Mediterranean and the most
famous island in Italy. It is here that you can find anything about
Europe and holiday: the blue sky, high mountains, azure sea,
beach, starry sky, olive trees, ancient cities, delicacies, legends
and beautiful and handsome men and women etc. You can
bask in the golden sunlight of Sicily and enjoy the seaside
reefs, courtyards of flowers in bloom, vines intertwining on
the flowers, lovely insects, ancient souvenirs and authentic
restaurants. Compared to other Italian metropolises with the
luxury and nobility, Sicily presents you a more touching natural
beauty, worldly beauty and unsophisticated beauty. The Mafia
in the legend is just a legend. Sicily is characterized by its orderly
public security and enthusiastic and kind people.

Its profound culture is also the label of Sicily. The indigenous
ancestors of Sicily came from Malta. Later, ancient Greeks
began to immigrate into Sicily and brought there the temples
and theatres still towering today. Cattedrale di Palermo is the
best witness of the diverse culture of Sicily. Different design
elements can be found in the same building: the Gothic tower
is on the right, the Byzantinesque dome in the middle and the
Baroque bell tower onthe left.

TIPS

1. The best tourist season lasts i
from April to June and from late i attention to the latest timetable for the
September to October because of i  salling shifts in winter.

its comparatively mild weather, low 2. You can arrive in Sicily by ferry
price and few tourists. It should be from Naples, Genoa, Cagliari on
noted that sailings will be reduced in i Sardinia, Malta and Tunisia.

slack seasons in Sicily. So please pay

WORLD TOURISM CITY 033



|

-~

Ty (e M A

R TR O R e SR
Tk (1672

e ar

7

Corse

Look for happy and mysterious four-leaf clovers

Corse is the fourth largest island in the Mediterranean under
the jurisdiction of France. Thanks to its picturesque natural
scenery, itwas simply namedthe “Beautiful Island” . It features
the Mediterranean climate of mild winter and cool summer,
encirclement of bluish waves and dismal grass and forests.

Legend has it that very long ago, there was a Wishing Tree
covered with three—leaf clovers on Corse. It is said that anyone
who found the four—leaf clovers (also called “Happy Grass”)
would be blessed. In the legend, it was just because of the
mysterious three—leaf clovers that Napoleon (1769—1821) who
founded the First Empire of France was born on Corse. Maybe
Corse is the most beautiful island among the counterparts in
the Mediterranean. It is just like a leaf and the greatest specialty
is the scent that cannot be smelt elsewhere. Itis the smell of the
jungle for Chili fruit wine.

TIPS

1. The ports on the island are i is convenient because of its railway
connected by railway lines. and highway.

Passenger liners and airliners are i 2. It features Mediterranean climate,
available between the island and suitable for traveling during April
France. The transport on the island through November.

Crete Island
Bring you to an extrao rdinarily mysterious world

The biggest island and the center of ancient civilization of
Greece, Crete Island was the source of numerous Greek

034 WORLD TOURISM CITY

mythologies. It lies in the Mediterranean and to the south of the
Aegean Sea, surrounded by a large expanse of bluish waves.
The island features rugged mountains with olives, grapes,
oranges and tangerines planted in the North Plain. Thanks to its
varied natural landscape composed of coasts, precipices, deep
valleys, beaches and capes, the island has always enjoyed the
fame ofthe “Sea Garden”.

The olive oil on the Crete Island is world well known. Despite
the low yield, it is regarded as the top—grade quality goods.
Many people on the island live a long life and benefit from a low
morbidity, which is regarded by the doctors all over the world as
closely related with the microelements in the olive oil they eat.

The palace was the greatest creation of the Cretan civilization.
The noted Palace of Knossos was builtin 1900 BC or so onthe
remains of the former palace of the King of Minos. Of a grand
scale, it has totally more than 1,500 halls and rooms linked by
stairs everywhere. With its circuitous corridors, scattered halls,
numerous courtyards and extraordinary mysteries, it was
renowned as  “labyrinth” in Greek mythology — the labyrinth
in the legend about the Aegean Sea. Moreover, the lighting
and air circulation system in the palace and the appliances
people used in daily life are also surprising; numerous lively
and interesting murals are taken as the treasures of the Cretan
civilization.

1. Crete features a mild and rainy vhen the climate is moderate and it
winter and a hot and dry summer. is off the peak season

May and September are the best 2. Greek and English are the
months for visiting on the island, languages used in the local area

Sousse

Garden and Port City on the Mediterranean Sea

Sousse is the third largest city in Tunisia lying on the south of

Gulf of Ha mamet. Sousse, meaning the “Pearl on the Sea’ is

the most beautiful coastal city in Tunisia and it is reputed to be
“Garden and Port City on the Mediterranean Sea” .

Sousse comprises the old city (south) and the new city
(north) as other cities with prosperous history. Sousse’ s old
city has retained the solidly Arabian features due to its long
history, which are in sharp contrast with the newly constructed
metropolis. The old city is surrounded by the city walls which
are basically well preserved. Most of the buildings here are in
blue, white, and yellow. Standing high on the old city and looking
around the blue Mediterranean Sea or rows of beautiful houses
hiding in the grove of date palm on the hillside really makes you
feel relaxed and happy.

TIPS
There are many places inthe airport § Please keep your exchange receipt
where you can exchange money. if you want to change the remaining

You can pick up one randomly but § dinars back into US dollars or euros
the rates may be a little different i when leaving the country. You
and subject to daily exchange rate. i cannot do this without the receipt

L@ Topic

Tangier

Fulfill your dream in the strait

Tangier is located at the entrance to the Bay of Tangier on the
Strait of Gibraltar. It is a city with a harbor in northern Morocco.
It stands at the crossroads and connects over 100 ports
around the world with military strategic significance. According
to historians, the city Tangier was built in 600 BC, one of the
oldest cities in the world. Since then, Tangier has been ruled by
different cultures successively, which have bestowed numerous
historic sites as well as valuable artworks and antiquities on it.

Tangier has pleasant climate and is dominated by white
houses with colorful decorations. The houses are half-veiled in
mountains and wide sea which compose picturesque scenery.
Tangier is the nearest place to Europe among other African
cities. Numerous tourists, therefore, tourists are attracted here
to overlook Spain which is only a strait away. Tangier is an
inclusive city with European-—style buildings in the new town and
narrow and crowed streets in the old town. New visitors to the
old town may get lost again and again as in a maze. In Tangier,
houses variable in size and appearance gleam with light blue
under the sunset— “The light is so soft that it is totally different
from that in the Mediterranean Sea’, the painter Henri Matisse
described.

Taxis and buses are available in the city. Please require taxi drivers to use
taximeter.
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Ten Musts for Tourists to
Mediterranean Sea

Words /Ming Fei  Photos / Shen Zhi Wu Yue Quanjing

Q@@ If the blue in Santorini of Greece is dotted
with white, the blue of Chefchaouen of Morocco is
completely pure and breathtaking. 99

@

The Grotta Azzurraon
the Caprilslandis amust
for tourists to the Island.
However, the grotto
appears only on sunny
andtranquil days.

Please dress neatly
before entering a church.

Permission needs
to be obtained to take
photos or film as these
activities are forbidden
in many relics and
churches.

Don't enter a church
after drinking.
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Picking up the blue dye bottle tipped by
God
The most beautiful thing about Mediterranean Seais
the color of blue. The sky here is blue, romantic and
intoxicating. The sea surface here is blue, with boats
shuttling back and forth from island to island, dotted
with white sails. The houses on the islands are mostly
white with blue roofs and doors and windows, simple,
elegant and beautiful. The night in Mediterranean
Sea is blue as well. The gentle melody in the Napoli
blue night flies to the deep sky, which draws attention
from tourists.

In addition to blue sky, seas and blue houses,
the Mediterranean region also boasts the Azure

Window, the Grotta Azzurra, the Blue Lagoon and
the fairytale Chefchaouen.

The Azure Window, located on Gozo, the second
largest island of Malta, won its name from its shape
of window, formed by a stone cover supported by
two natural stone piers. The sea melted into the sky
can be seen through the  “window” . It is a must for
tourists to Malta

The Grotta Azzurra on the Capri Island is a cave
inside a seaside cliff, with water at a depth of about
30 meters. It won its name from the mystic crystal
blue of the entire cave, including the walls, formed by
sunshine from the entrance and reflected from the
bottom of the water.

"The Blue Lagoon", also located in Malta, is world—
famous for its indigo and deep blue sea water. Some
people say that it covers the entire range of blue of
the world, from deep blue in the deep sea to the blue
with slight silver in slightly shallow places and the pure
and bright blue of water held in hands. How blue is it?
‘You need to come here to find out.

In addition, there is a blue old city in Morocco,
northern Africa: Chefchaouen. The inside and
outside of every building, every door, walls and steps
are painted blue, like a blue dye bottle tipped by God.
Almost everything that comes into your eye in every
corner is painted blue.

Seafood enough to be bursting
Seafood naturally constitutes a part of diet as it is
Mediterranean Sea. Seafood is a universal language.
It is natural to eat seafood in Mediterranean Sea,
the world's largest intercontinental sea. Residents in
Mediterranean countries rarely eat red meat (beef,
lamb, etc.) and obtain meat mainly from deep—sea
fishes. Coastal countries abound in seafood, ranging

from crabs to abalones, shrimps, clams, etc, forming
the unique flavor of Mediterranean Sea. Seafood
Spaghetti, Spanish seafood paella, seafood soup,
seafood salad, shrimp sauce, shrimp meat egg
cake, roasted fish in sea salt, fried sardines, green
sauce salmons, cuttlefish rings, cuttlefish ink rice,
crabmeat tart, garlic fried clam and fried mussel
all these delicacies will meet the eyes and satisfy the
stomach of the foodaholics.

The Mediterranean diet is synonymous with
simpleness, health and nutrition. Seafood constitutes
the main content of the Mediterranean diet mix.
Fishes and shrimps can provide people with a
large amount of healthy protein. Studies show that
the Mediterranean waters abound in sardines that
are high in Omega-3 fatty acids which can greatly
reduce the risk of heart attack and heart stop which
usually lead to sudden death, and is effective in
controlling arthritis, depression and other diseases.
Other seafood with similar nutrition includes tunas,
salmons, mussels, clams and shrimps, etc.

Open-air museums with thousands of

years of history

As the connecting point of three continents of Europe,
Asia and Africa, the Mediterranean Sea region has
witnessed the rise and replacement of ancient Egyptian
civilization, ancient Greek civilization and Arabian
civilization which had led the West. There are also
a large number of relics of ancient civilizations in the
surrounding countries of Spain, ltaly, Greece, Turkey,
Egypt, including the world famous Olympic ruins in
Greek, the Parthenon, and the litle—known Temple
of Segesta on the Italian island of Sicily, the St. Hilarion
Castle in northern Cyprus, Habsburg dynasty historical
relics and soon.

Ancient ruins not only carry historical information and
cultural connotation, and many buildings on the ruins
also show the originality of ancient wisdom, which is
of great sightseeing value and is a must for tourists.

Special hotels you hate to leave
The ultimate scenery and a deep—rooted culture is
not all about the Mediterranean residents. They have
also built many special hotels with unique creative
styles, including cliff hotels and rock hotels, efc.

Cliff hotels: There are quite many “small white
houses” on the Greek island of Santorini and the

Katikies Hotel, perched high on the cliff of Aegean
Sea, overlooking the azure waters below, offering
the best angle to admire the vast expanse of Aegean
Sea, is a popular hotel of tourists around the world,
with the perfect combination of the internal design
and the natural environment.

There is also a grand hotel perched on the cliff of
Sorrento of Naples, Italy. What differentiates it from
other hotels is its nearly 200—year history, which is
shown in the columns, exquisite murals and antiques
everywhere of the 18th century. The hotel has a
panoramic private elevator which can take you

Where are the Chinese tourists traveling to the Mediterranean region from?

42.70% of Chinese outbound tourists
have toured the Mediterranean region,
most of whom choose to travel to the
Mediterranean region during the 4th or 5th
overseas travel.

The majority of Chinese outbound tourists
have not touring the Mediterranean region
so far said that they will choose to tour
the Mediterranean region in their third
overseas travel.

Most Chinese outbound tourists traveling
to the Mediterranean region, will give
priority to the central region, namely:
Italy, Greece, the Aegean Sea and other
southern European regions.

Chinese outbound tourists who have
traveled to the Mediterranean region in
the past year are mostly from Beijing,
Guangdong and Shanghai, followed by
Zhejiang, Jiangsu, Tianjin and Sichuan.
Humanistic characteristics: Those tourists

are mostly at the age of 26-45 years old

(76.05%), of whom the majority are 31-35
years old (24.53%); most of them have a
university degree or higher (87.86%); the
majority of them are married with minor
children (73.05 %); they have relatively
higher monthly income (average monthly
income of 14,205 yuan).

Travel characteristics: They usually
arrange outbound tourism at least once
or more a year (35.06% / 46.98%); most
of them choose to travel abroad during
Spring Festival holidays or National Day
holidays (28.02% / 38.85%); in terms
of travel forms, the biggest number of
the tourists chooses independent travel
(32.72%), followed by group travel (28.83%)
and semi-independenttravel (24.13%); the
language barrier is their biggest concern
before departure (48.47%).

—from WTCF Market Research Report
on Chinese Outbound Tourist (City)
Consumption in (2014-2015)
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Please be careful
when cruising on a
yacht and keep good
care of your mobile
phone, camera, video
camera and other
valuables.

Seafood is delicious
but difficult to digest. So
please limit the amount
of seafood you eat and
make sure to eat fresh
but notraw seafood.

Sunrise and sunset
are gorgeous but last
only for a short time. So
please pay attention to
time in order not to miss
them.
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directly to the pier.

Rock Hotel is a pure white small hotel, also located in
Imerovigli on the island of Santorini. The white guest
room is decorated in a simple and elegant style,
which shows a pure natural appearance.

5 Numerous handsome boys and belles

The Mediterranean countries are mostly of great
military importance and were occupied by many
nations. The traces of multi-national integration are
reflected not only in buildings and diet, but also in the
people here: This region abounds in handsome boys
and belles, from taxi drivers to waiters in the hotels,
not to mention traffic policemen. It’ s a common
scene that a traffic policeman is surrounded by a
group of tourists to take photos with. As for belles, you
could always run into a sexy and seductive belle with
black hair and deep black eyes.

No wonder a tourist back from the Mediterranean
region sighed with emotion: It is a place very suitable
for romance. Considering where to spend your
honeymoon? Come here! Want to meet someone?
Come here! Want to relive the romance and passion?
Just come here!

Wanna own a Mediterranean-style house
some day
All the countries and islands around Mediterranean
Sea, such as France, ltaly, Spain, Greece, Morocco,

Egypt, Tunisia, Malta, and so on, possess unique
charm. The national characteristics and culture
of these countries have been imprinted on their
buildings, forming a unique Mediterranean style. In
addition to the fineness and elegance of European
classical aesthetics in style and detail, they are also
bright and bold in color.

Apart from the classic white houses with the blue
roof, red tiles and white walls, there are also a variety
of other colors adopted in the buildings here. Most
of the traditional farmhouses in Spain, Italy and
southern coast of France are built of local colorful
stones or other materials, and the outer walls of
the houses in Morocco, Tunisia and other northern
African countries are terracotta or ocher.

Trips to European churches render trips to

other churches unnecessary

Visiting churches is a must when touring in Europe.
There are countless churches in countries around
Mediterranean Sea and on the islands, which fall in
various styles, including Baroque, Gothic, Byzantine
and Victorian. Aimost churches of all styles could be
found here. Some of these churches have existed
for thousands of years and some are very modern.
Some are magnificent and some simple and low—
key. Some are solemn with noble status and some
small family churches. You can appreciate all the
cultures that have existed for thousands of years by
touring in this region of diversified integration.

Admiring the most beautiful sunset in the

world

The change in seasons, sunrise and sunset, are
all natural phenomena. They may arouse different
romantic senses in you or show different beauties
as you are in different places or in different moods.
Admiring the sunrise and sunset on the seais  “the
most romantic thing | can think of” particularly when
the sea is Mediterranean Sea.

The sunrise and sunset in Mediterranean Sea are
naturally gorgeous, and the magnificent and golden
sunset is all the more beautiful. It is so fantastic to
admire the last golden sunshine of the day with the
beloved (him, her or parents), accompanied by the
deep sound of pipe organ, evening bell and surf. The
shadows of the white houses, the blue doors and
windows and the whole city are lengthened in the
setting sun. Even if you are not an artist, you are sure
to be filled with creative inspiration.

Where there is a sea, there are yachts.
You can board an exquisite yacht which cruises in the
gentle Mediterranean wind, enjoying the scattered
scenery along the way and listening to the sound of
the wind and the sea. You can enjoy this quietly but
would never feel lonely as there are a great number
of yachts on Mediterranean Sea. You could run
into from time to time all kinds of private yachts with
strangers who would look at you friendly and then
sail past you. Just like a line in a poem written by Hai

How to attract them?

Sightseeing (90.35%) is the primary purpose
for Chinese outbound tourists choosing to
tour the Mediterranean region, followed by
going on holidays (72.77%). Humanistic
characteristics (89.08%) and the natural
landscape (83.19%) are most attractive to
them.

Improving the visa policy and opening up
the special tourism routes are the best
approaches to attractthe Chinese outbound
fourists to ravel to the Mediterranean.
Reduce visa barriers, simplify visa
procedures and shorten the visa processing
days: 74.64%

Reduce visafees 66.05%

Provide visa—free / arrival visa / visa—free
transittreatment: 54.19%

Open special shopping travel routes:
68.92%

Open special cutture travel routes with local
characteristics: 59.92%

Chinese tourists traveling to the
Mediterranean region have a higher
satisfaction rating (86.58%) than the overall
satisfaction rating of Chinese outbound
tourists (84.96%); the proportions of
Chinese tourists expressing a definite
revisit (62.58%) and recommending to
others (74.23%) are also higher than the
overall level of Chinese outbound tourists
respectively.

—from WTCF Market Research Report
on Chinese Outbound Tourist (City)
Consumption in (2014-2015)

Zi: Best wishes to you, too. Stranger!

In Europe, the number of yachts reflects the level
of wealth and leisure of a region because cruising
on a yacht requires absolute high income, and time
from the owner of the yacht, apart from the enough
amount of water. Mediterranean Sea undoubtedly
meets all the conditions and is one of the world's five
major super yacht tourist attractions.

_Za Taking a glass of Mediterranean wine
Early since the era recorded in the Homer’ s epic,
residents of the Mediterranean Sea had started to
grow grapes and treated grapes as a necessity of
life like wheat. The Mediterranean countries are stil
home to the world's best wine today. The Italians use
one—fifteenth of their cultivated land to grow grapes
and that figure for the Greeks is one-tenth. The wine
production of Italy, a Mediterranean coastal country,
accounts for one~fourth of the world’ s total.

Wine has long been one of the most important
essences of the Mediterranean diet. In 2010,
UNESCO declared the Mediterranean Diet to
be part of the intangible cultural heritage of Italy,
Spain, Greece, and Morocco and claimed that

“ ‘the Mediterranean diet’ has everlasting
typical patterns of nutrient... All the food are taken
with wine...” Lately, the Mediterranean Wine
Road tourist route—the ancient commercial
wine trade road, was jointly explored by 12 well—
known wineries in the wine—producing regions of
Penedes of Catalonia in Spain.
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