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% |sland Hopping™ -

Tour in the i
Mediterranean

The scattered islands, big or small, in the Mediterranean il l
are most unforgettable during the tour for their long L il
history, profound culture, breath-taking natural landscape L

and magnificent buildings. It is such a delight to tour in the
yacht, enjoy the sunset with your sweetheart and share
delicacies with friends. How can you have a thorough
travel on these small islands during your lifetime?
Words / Mingfei  Photos / Shen Zhi Wu Yue Quanjing Yu Liangbing

Santorini
The most gorgeous “Aegean Sea sunset”

Santorini is a volcanic island on the Aegean Sea in the
southernmost part of the Cyclades Islands. Despite its
small size, it is one of the most celebrated islands in Greece
and reputed to be “a Bright Pearl on the Aegean Sea—
Mediterranean” .

Not long away from Fird, the capital city of Santorini, lies the
characteristic black beach, namely, the Kamari Beach. Because
of its volcanic geology, the sand there is black and the water
also looks black, but it is cool and clean and plays a beautifying
function as it is said. At nightfall, the bars and restaurants wil
be extraordinarily bustling and singers of different styles will
perform ballads of different styles and countries. As is true,
musicis borderless.

Of another style, the serene Oia on the seaside precipice is
the second biggest town of Santorini and is regarded as the
most beautiful site in the world to see the sunset. The instant the
sun sets, time seems to stagnate, leaving only tranquility and
calmness.

L@ Topic

In addition, it also features breeze drifting from the
Mediterranean, comfortable and pleasant temperature and
air and blue and white houses in classic legends. There are a
myriad of possibilities on Sanitorini. It is usually said that people
in love may become natural poets. Sanitorini cannot simply turn
the tourists into poets, but also painters, photographers and
artists.

Nevertheless, it is wrong if you think Sanitorini has nothing else
appealing. In the latter half of the 20th century, the archaeologists
excavated the ruins of the ancient city in Akrotiri in the south of
the island and discovered the wonderful murals more than 3,000
years ago including the works of “Painting of Spring*Shadowboxing
Boy, “Fisherman” and “Painting of Navigation” which show
the scenes of people’ s life inthose periods.

TIPS
1. Transportation: It takes 1 hour § advance so that many hotels can
to fly from Athens to Sanitoriniby : offer delivery service at the port
air; about 9 hours by ferry and 4.5 orairport.

hours by yacht in peak seasons 2. The summer in Sanitorini is idylic
at a high expense. It’ s better and poetic and promises the best
to reserve the ferry and hotel in § seasonfortourism.
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Mykonos Island
Travel in a labyrinth of 365 chapels

Mykonos Island is a small island in the east of Kiklandes on
the Aegean Sea. It only takes more than 10 minutes to cross
Mykonos Town. But you can slowly and leisurely go shopping
in the artwork stores of diverse characteristics on the island.

The White Chapel is a permanent view on the Aegean Sea
and s also called a visiting card of Mykonos Island. It is said that
365 white familial style chapels are scattered along the streets
and in the lanes on the small island. They were built in reward
for the deities’ divine help for the safety of the family. The
tinking bells under the eaves uttered a sweet tone seemingly to
respond to and express appreciations for the deities.

Mykonos has a long reputation as a labyrinth because of its
unigue buildings in unordered distribution. Such buildings are
renowned as  “one of the attracting wonders of Kiklandes” .
Mykonos used to be encroached by the pirates and the
Turkish. Itis said that these buildings were built as fortifications
in the Middle Ages. The zigzagging streets and lanes posed
a major headache for the invaders and even could more
effectively withstand the storms in the summer.

Crystal blue and dazzling white constitute the dominant
hues of Mykonos. In addition, bright green, red or orange in
stark contrast skip in between, which are the colors of the
doors, windows, tables, chairs, ships, flowers and the sun.

Even Spaghetti is made colorful and is hung on the shelves
neatly and in order. The simple and amiable beauty pervades
everywhere.

TIPS
1. Transportation: From Santorini to 45mins).
Mykonos Island by boat; from Athens 2. Mykonos Island is open to the public
Airport to Mykonos Island by air (@bout i during Aprilthrough October each year.

MaltaValletta
Antiquities traveling to the modem society without the change
of the original form

An island country in the middle of the Mediterranean reputed
tobe “the Heart of Mediterranean; Malta is a marked holiday
resort featuring azure sea water, clean beach, gorgeous
underwater world, marvelous and amazing historical sites and
ancient culture. Having been under the reign of many countries,
the island integrates the styles of England, South Europe and
Mediterranean.

Upon my first step onto Malta, | seemed to have traveled to the
Middle Ages and came to the era of proud and independent
chivalry. ltwas not “amazing, “crazy” or “busting”. Justas
the nickname of Mdina  “The Silent City ” suggests, it is quiet
and special. Walking in the profound historical accumulation, |

felt that the time seemed to become static.

Valletta, capital city of Malta, established in 1566, is a famous
ancient cultural city in Europe and still keeps the most original
ancient appearance even now. Valletta was designed by
Francisco Rapale, assistant of Michelangelo, featuring a neat
and uniform architectural composition, as horizontal and vertical
as a checkerboard in its entirety. More than 100 narrow and
long streets in the city almost all led to the sea, just worthy of the
fameof “the Heart of Mediterranean” .

Due to its pivotal location, Valletta has historically been a hotly
contested spot. In the ancient past, it was guarded with castles
in all directions to resist foreign enemies. All the buildings on the
island were uniformly built with floppy ocher rocks which could
be hewed, sawn and processed as needed and were said to
be inexhaustible in Malta. After the houses were completed,
the water in the rocks evaporated because of the exposure to
the weather and the stone turned solider than bricks. Thanks to
the low cost, the residents in Valletta could live in very spacious
houses.

TIPS

1. Malta features the typical subtropical i 2. Malta joined the European Union in
Mediterranean climate, warm, pleasant, 2004 and became a Schengen country
comfortable and ever—-green all year in 2007. Therefore, the tourists of MSC
round. The period during January through ¢ Cruise do not need to get a visa and can
Octoberisthe peaktouristseasoninMalta. getinandoutofit conveniently.
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Sicily

Aplace to build and realize the dream

Arriving in Sicily for the first time in 1787, Goethe wrote in his
diary, “If you do not go to Sicily, you seem not to have been to
Italy. Sicily is the source of the beauty of Italy.” His sentences
were widely spread.

How many beautiful stories are there about Sicily? Cinema
Paradiso, The Legend of 1900, The Big Blue, The Godfather:
A series of classic movies chose the setting of Sicily, integrated
the emotions for her and aroused people’ s reverie.

Sicily is the largest island on the Mediterranean and the most
famous island in Italy. It is here that you can find anything about
Europe and holiday: the blue sky, high mountains, azure sea,
beach, starry sky, olive trees, ancient cities, delicacies, legends
and beautiful and handsome men and women etc. You can
bask in the golden sunlight of Sicily and enjoy the seaside
reefs, courtyards of flowers in bloom, vines intertwining on
the flowers, lovely insects, ancient souvenirs and authentic
restaurants. Compared to other Italian metropolises with the
luxury and nobility, Sicily presents you a more touching natural
beauty, worldly beauty and unsophisticated beauty. The Mafia
in the legend is just a legend. Sicily is characterized by its orderly
public security and enthusiastic and kind people.

Its profound culture is also the label of Sicily. The indigenous
ancestors of Sicily came from Malta. Later, ancient Greeks
began to immigrate into Sicily and brought there the temples
and theatres still towering today. Cattedrale di Palermo is the
best witness of the diverse culture of Sicily. Different design
elements can be found in the same building: the Gothic tower
is on the right, the Byzantinesque dome in the middle and the
Baroque bell tower onthe left.

TIPS

1. The best tourist season lasts i
from April to June and from late i attention to the latest timetable for the
September to October because of i  salling shifts in winter.

its comparatively mild weather, low 2. You can arrive in Sicily by ferry
price and few tourists. It should be from Naples, Genoa, Cagliari on
noted that sailings will be reduced in i Sardinia, Malta and Tunisia.

slack seasons in Sicily. So please pay
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Corse

Look for happy and mysterious four-leaf clovers

Corse is the fourth largest island in the Mediterranean under
the jurisdiction of France. Thanks to its picturesque natural
scenery, itwas simply namedthe “Beautiful Island” . It features
the Mediterranean climate of mild winter and cool summer,
encirclement of bluish waves and dismal grass and forests.

Legend has it that very long ago, there was a Wishing Tree
covered with three—leaf clovers on Corse. It is said that anyone
who found the four—leaf clovers (also called “Happy Grass”)
would be blessed. In the legend, it was just because of the
mysterious three—leaf clovers that Napoleon (1769—1821) who
founded the First Empire of France was born on Corse. Maybe
Corse is the most beautiful island among the counterparts in
the Mediterranean. It is just like a leaf and the greatest specialty
is the scent that cannot be smelt elsewhere. Itis the smell of the
jungle for Chili fruit wine.

TIPS

1. The ports on the island are i is convenient because of its railway
connected by railway lines. and highway.

Passenger liners and airliners are i 2. It features Mediterranean climate,
available between the island and suitable for traveling during April
France. The transport on the island through November.

Crete Island
Bring you to an extrao rdinarily mysterious world

The biggest island and the center of ancient civilization of
Greece, Crete Island was the source of numerous Greek
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mythologies. It lies in the Mediterranean and to the south of the
Aegean Sea, surrounded by a large expanse of bluish waves.
The island features rugged mountains with olives, grapes,
oranges and tangerines planted in the North Plain. Thanks to its
varied natural landscape composed of coasts, precipices, deep
valleys, beaches and capes, the island has always enjoyed the
fame ofthe “Sea Garden”.

The olive oil on the Crete Island is world well known. Despite
the low yield, it is regarded as the top—grade quality goods.
Many people on the island live a long life and benefit from a low
morbidity, which is regarded by the doctors all over the world as
closely related with the microelements in the olive oil they eat.

The palace was the greatest creation of the Cretan civilization.
The noted Palace of Knossos was builtin 1900 BC or so onthe
remains of the former palace of the King of Minos. Of a grand
scale, it has totally more than 1,500 halls and rooms linked by
stairs everywhere. With its circuitous corridors, scattered halls,
numerous courtyards and extraordinary mysteries, it was
renowned as  “labyrinth” in Greek mythology — the labyrinth
in the legend about the Aegean Sea. Moreover, the lighting
and air circulation system in the palace and the appliances
people used in daily life are also surprising; numerous lively
and interesting murals are taken as the treasures of the Cretan
civilization.

1. Crete features a mild and rainy vhen the climate is moderate and it
winter and a hot and dry summer. is off the peak season

May and September are the best 2. Greek and English are the
months for visiting on the island, languages used in the local area

Sousse

Garden and Port City on the Mediterranean Sea

Sousse is the third largest city in Tunisia lying on the south of

Gulf of Ha mamet. Sousse, meaning the “Pearl on the Sea’ is

the most beautiful coastal city in Tunisia and it is reputed to be
“Garden and Port City on the Mediterranean Sea” .

Sousse comprises the old city (south) and the new city
(north) as other cities with prosperous history. Sousse’ s old
city has retained the solidly Arabian features due to its long
history, which are in sharp contrast with the newly constructed
metropolis. The old city is surrounded by the city walls which
are basically well preserved. Most of the buildings here are in
blue, white, and yellow. Standing high on the old city and looking
around the blue Mediterranean Sea or rows of beautiful houses
hiding in the grove of date palm on the hillside really makes you
feel relaxed and happy.

TIPS
There are many places inthe airport § Please keep your exchange receipt
where you can exchange money. if you want to change the remaining

You can pick up one randomly but § dinars back into US dollars or euros
the rates may be a little different i when leaving the country. You
and subject to daily exchange rate. i cannot do this without the receipt
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Tangier

Fulfill your dream in the strait

Tangier is located at the entrance to the Bay of Tangier on the
Strait of Gibraltar. It is a city with a harbor in northern Morocco.
It stands at the crossroads and connects over 100 ports
around the world with military strategic significance. According
to historians, the city Tangier was built in 600 BC, one of the
oldest cities in the world. Since then, Tangier has been ruled by
different cultures successively, which have bestowed numerous
historic sites as well as valuable artworks and antiquities on it.

Tangier has pleasant climate and is dominated by white
houses with colorful decorations. The houses are half-veiled in
mountains and wide sea which compose picturesque scenery.
Tangier is the nearest place to Europe among other African
cities. Numerous tourists, therefore, tourists are attracted here
to overlook Spain which is only a strait away. Tangier is an
inclusive city with European-—style buildings in the new town and
narrow and crowed streets in the old town. New visitors to the
old town may get lost again and again as in a maze. In Tangier,
houses variable in size and appearance gleam with light blue
under the sunset— “The light is so soft that it is totally different
from that in the Mediterranean Sea’, the painter Henri Matisse
described.

Taxis and buses are available in the city. Please require taxi drivers to use
taximeter.
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