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Gorgeous Building Block Square

@@ Xu Zhimo once described
the colorful roofs of the Cathedral
as “roofs with strange colors
and bizarre patterns that | have
never seen before” . It seems
that “I am having the most

: »
eccentric dream” . 99

In Russian, “red” means “beautiful”.
The Red Square means the “beautiful
square” . Most of the buildings here are in
red finish. The exterior walls of Moscow
Kremlin and State Historical Museum of
Russia are red. The exterior walls of Vasile
Assumption Cathedral are dominated by
red bricks. Hence, all of them are “beautiful

A Russian proverb describes the heart of
Russia, the Kremlin which is located to the
west of Red Square this way, “Towering
over the great land of Moscow is the
Kremiin only; Overlooking from the Kremlin
is the endless sky.” Kremlin is the main
building surrounding the Red Square. It is
a dictionary of the long history of Russia,
interpreting its glories of all times.

Standing at the center of Red Square, we
can easily find the colorful and striking Vasile
Assumption Cathedral just behind the State
Historical Museum and a big shopping mall.
The Cathedral is neither big nor solemn, but
nobody will oppose if | call it one of the most
beautiful cathedrals in the world.

&I Discovery

@@ What instills in us a recurring longing
for a place? Why do we set off over and
over again? What sends our mind to the
destination before we arrive? There are still
many unknown cities in the world waiting for
us to discover their beauty. Travel is the easiest
and most direct way to know a city. Starting
here, we will have a new column—Discovery.
It's an open invitation for both new and
experienced travelers to share with us their
wonderful travel experiences. Together, let’s
geton the tiip of “Discovery”. @@

Words & Photos / Sun Zhiping

Budapest - The Lover of Danube River

@®@® Chen Qiang, a famous
performing artist, named his
sons Chen Buda and Chen Peisi
in a way to express his fondness
for Budapest. @

o

"i"

With its total length second only to that
of Volga River in Europe, Danube River
flows through the largest number of
countries in the world. Under the sunlight,
the waves of Danube River flicker.
Countless beautiful bridges including
Liberty Bridge, Elizabeth Bridge and
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Chain Bridge, on which busy traffics can
be seen stretching along the banks of the
river.

Buda and Pest are the banks of Danube
River. Actually, Budapest is formed by the
city Buda and the city Pest.

Itis said that one of the signature travelling
programs in Budapest is to take a boat
ride in Danube River and quietly enjoy the
scenery on both banks. On the boat, you
can see all kinds of luxurious, gorgeous
and elegant buildings of Austro Hungarian
Empire alongside the Danube River. The
Houses of Parliament and the Buda’ s
Castle Hill are even more magnificent.

The Little Mermaid Always by the
Side of Andersen

®@® “| will make my name
reverberate through Denmark!

Andersen was ambitious and
had an expansive mind in his
childhood. Nevertheless, he

ended his life in poverty. @@

Many impressive fairy tales like "The Little
Match Girl", "The Ugly Duckling" and "The
Emperor's New Clothes" came from the
fairy tales collection of one person, Hans
Christian Andersen.

The first tourist attraction surfacing to
people’ s mind in Denmark is the Little
Mermaid, the heroine in Andersen's
"Daughter of the Sea". She is sitting quietly
on a rock by the waterside at Langelinie
promenade in Copenhagen with her back
to the sea and her face to the human
world that she aspired to. Here, milions or
even tens of millions of visitors are beating
a path to take photos with the Mermaid
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and dispel her loneliness.

The bronze statue of Andersen is located
on the left side of the City Hall Square
of Copenhagen. Wearing a top hat and
gown, he is holding his fairy book as he
cocks his head to stare at the streets
named after him. Born into poverty,
Andersen was an egotist with inferiority.
He was a nice man and he was tenacious
in love. Danish people love and miss
Andersen. His house in Newport is
painted with the tinge of fairy tales, which
looks radiant with burning colors.

Lishon - the Declining Hegemony at
Sea

@@ “The land ends here, the
sea starts there!” Cape Roca,
Lisbon described by Kamens
the famous poet in Portugal, is
located in the westernmost of the
is Continental Europe. Meanwhile,
Lisbon is also the westernmost
city and capital of states of the

Continental Europe. @@

Portugal has strong Latin flavor in
its words, arts and architecture. The
country was deeply influenced by the
Catholic Church. People had taken a
full century to build the Manuel style (a
combination of Gothic and Renaissance
styles) Jeronimode Abbey. The cost of
the Abbey equaled about 70 kg of gold.
Vasco da Gama, the famous voyager
who opened the door from Europe to
India, and Kamens, the famous poet
of Portugal, eternally rest here. With
exquisite carvings and scene of great
splendor, the Monastery has become
a must-see in Lisbon and Portugal at




large. Standing neck and neck with
Jeronimode Abbey is Belem Tower
which is exquisite and multifunctional. In
1983 the two scenic spots were chosen
as World Heritage Sites, a fair outcome
wanted by everyone.

Located in the center of the city is the Rosio
Square first buitt in the 13th century. In the
center of the Square is the monument
of Pedro IV which carries a dominating
authority! At the bottom of the monument,
there are four small female statues
representing justice, wisdom, strength
and discipline respectively. These four
characters are also a self-evaluation of
Pedro IV. Unfortunately, Portugal had been
going downhill ever since it reached its
magnificence, and it finally became a past
hegemony at sea.
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The Beauty of Sakura

@@ There is a famous saying

in Japan: “Let men be brave

like warriors in behavor; let

flowers be beautiful like sakura in

bloom.” 99

Japanese have justifiable reason to
place Sakura in tandem with the spirit
of Bushido they revere. First, sakura
has short flowering phase, but it blooms
gorgeously! Besides, clusters upon
clusters of puffy flowers are much
more spectacular than a single flower.
As everyone knows, Japanese are
renowned for their team spirits. Many
Japanese companies prefer the principle

“rather getting rid of some personalities
and talents than disobeying the orders of
the team” .

Second, when sakura begin to wilt, it
manifests its character by a romantic
sakura rain instead of hanging bleakly on
the branch. The flowers just go with the
wind, all with remarkable poise! Sakura
rain is impressive. Also, Japanese
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people always avoid bothering others in
their daily life.

The revelations from sakura are
continuously applied to enterprise
management in Japan. Every year,
when sakura blooms, many companies
organize group activities for their staff
under sakura trees. As for newcomers,
they occupy the places, sit under the
trees, talking, eating and appreciating
the flowers. Some people even spend
a whole day under the trees. Sakura is
always beautiful, under the sun, the blue
sky, or the lamp. Hence appreciating
sakura at night is also fashionable in
Japan. Looking up the flowers from a tiny
boat or alongside the bank are enjoyable
and special experience.

Thames River -The Night is Young

(] J Everytime the sunset blazes
in the west, the night is young. It
is the most beautiful moment of

Big Ben and London Eye which
are always the first to bring a bit of
color to the city. They light up the
Thames River, the remarkable
mother river of Britain. @@

&I Discovery

Unlike the romantic Seine River, the
gentle Danube River or the graceful
Vltava River, Thames River in London
can only be described as magnificent.

In the history of the United Kingdom,
the Thames River basin had played
a decisive role. The British politician
John Burns once said that the Thames
River was the most beautiful river in the
world “because it is a flowing history” .
It was drenched with literary colors by
the University of Oxford and the Eton
College. Windsor Castle adds a stroke
of romance to it. St. Paul's Cathedral,
the world's second largest cathedral,
bestows upon the river a lingering quality
of religion. Tower of London and Tower
Bridge have witnessed the changes and
development of the river. If an optimal
viewing position is to be selected, my
recommendation will be the medium
position between London Eye and Big
Ben.

London Eye was built in celebration of
the New Millennium. It is the world’ s
largest ferris wheel then. The message
demonstrated by Big Ben is dignity and
majesty. Built in 1859, it was part of the
Houses of Parliament with a height of 96
meters. It was one of the most famous
Gothic buildings in the world as well
as one of the hallmarks of the United
Kingdom.

WORLD TOURISM CITY 065



