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Get Your visa, 
get ready, go
Checking visa requirement is one of the first things to remember when people prepare for 
an overseas trip. Visa application procedures for different countries may have different 
quirks. It is absolutely important, then, to do one’s homework in order to avoid frustration. 
Particularly for those bound for the following popular international destinations, the more 
information you can get, the better.
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France (Paris)
Visa information for Paris

The seven French visa application centres open every Saturday morning, starting 

from July 2nd 2016. Visa applications are processed through an agent company 

called T L Scontact. 

Those who formerly held a student visa to France may obtain a multi-entry visa 

valid from 1 to 5 years. 

France has established nine additional visa application centres in the Chinese 

mainland in 2016.

Visitors of France can also apply for a Schengen visa, for a maximum 90-day 

period of stay.

General documents required:

Two identical recent colour photographs with a white background (taken within 

six months), 3.5cm x 4.5 cm, capturing the whole face and no head covering;

Original Schengen visa application form;

Photocopy of flight reservations showing departure from and return to China;

Photocopy of  Chinese residential record (Hu Kou);

Original statement of a savings bank account or savings bank card (credit card 

not accepted), showing transactions for the past three months;

Itinerary;

Original medical insurance policy;

Original passport as well as a photocopy of the cover page.

Korea (Seoul and Busan)
Visitors to Korea may apply for an ordinary tourist visa (C-3-9), for a maximum 

stay of 90 days, valid for three months.

The application needs to be accompanied with the following documents:

Visa application form; One photograph; Passport; Photocopy of identity card;

One of the following options to demonstrate financial capability:

1 original statement of a credit card showing transactions in the past six months;

2 original individual tax statement showing tax payments for the past six months, 

or original proof for social security contributions;

3 transaction records of a bank account for the past six months, issued by a bank.

Spain (Barcelona and Madrid)
Visa centres that accept applications are located in Beijing, Shanghai, 

Guangzhou, Xi’an, Chongqing, Hangzhou, Shenyang, Wuhan, Chengdu, 

Changsha, Jinan, Shenzhen, Fuzhou, Nanjing and Kunming. Applications 

from Beijing, Xi’an, Chongqing, Shenyang, Wuhan, Chengdu and Jinan are 

processed by the Spanish Consulate in Beijing; those from Shanghai, Hangzhou 

and Nanjing by the Spanish Consulate in Shanghai; and those from Guangzhou, 

Changsha, Shenzhen, Fuzhou and Kunming by the Spanish Consulate in 

Guangzhou. Applicants must submit their applications to the centre designated 

for the location that is in their residential record (Hu Kou). 

Supporting documents required for visa application in all categories:

A valid passport: The passport must be valid for a minimum of three months 

after the estimated date of departure from a Schengen country. It must have at 

least two blank pages. A photocopy of every page of the passport is required. (For 

applicants using the centre in Guanzhou, photocopies required are the passport 

cover page, the signature page, and all pages containing visas to Schengen 

countries, the USA, the UK and Canada.) A new passport must be submitted if 

there are less than two blank pages in the old passport. All documents submitted 

to the Guangzhou centre must have English or Spanish translations attached.

The application form must be filled in correctly with capital letters.

A recent colour photograph, 32-45mm long, 26-35mm wide, with a white 

background.

Documents providing proof of travel insurance, financial guarantee, purpose of 

visit, flight bookings and details of accommodation. 

Fees must be paid in RMB. (For details see Fees column.)
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USA (Los Angeles, Washington DC, San 
Franciscoand Houston)
The suitable visa category for those going to America for short business trips, 

sightseeing, or medical treatments is the business/visitor visa, B-1 and B-2. 

A B-1 visa is generally issued to those travelling to the US for short business 

activities, conference participations in science and technology, education and in 

other professional and commercial capacities, as well as for real estate or contract 

negotiation purposes. A B-2 visa is issued to those travelling to the country for 

recreational purposes, including vacation and sightseeing, visits to relatives and 

friends, medical treatments, as well as for other social activities. B-1 and B-2 are 

usually treated as one category, issued as B-1/B-2.  

Application procedures:

1.Complete the Nonimmigrant Visa Electronic Application (DS-160) form 

online, and print the “confirmation page” which has a barcode. 

To fill in the DS-160 form online, go to: https://ceac.state.gov/genniv/default.

aspx

2.Pay visa application fee. 

Information on this can be found on http://www.ustraveldocs.com/cn_zh/cn-niv-

paymentinfo.asp

3. Schedule an appointment for interview

Log in to your profile with the same credentials you used to pay your visa fee at 

the following site: https://cgifederal.secure.force.com/?language=Chinese%20

%28Simplified%29&country=China

Once you are in the system, you will see your dashboard. Click on “Schedule 

Appointment” in the menu on the left-hand side. This will start the process for 

scheduling your appointment.

You will need three pieces of information in order to schedule your appointment: 

1) your passport number; 2) the receipt number shown on your visa fee payment 

receipt; 3) the 10-digit barcode number from your DS-160 confirmation page.

As you go through the process you will be able to select your visa type, enter 

personal data, add dependents, select your document delivery location, confirm 

visa payment, and schedule your appointment.

4.Attend interview at the appointed venue

Visit the US Embassy or Consulate on the date and time of your visa interview. 

Please bring a printed copy of your appointment letter, a printed copy of the 

confirmation page of your DS-160 form, a photography taken within the past 

six months, your current and all old passports, and the original visa fee payment 

receipt. Applications without all of these items will not be accepted.

You may qualify to apply for an exemption from interview. To check the 

qualifications go to http://www.ustraveldocs.com/cn_zh/cn-niv-visarenew.asp

5.Collect passport and visa

If a visa is granted, the passport and visa will be delivered by post to the 

designated location you have selected when you scheduled your interview.

Documents required for application:

1. Electronic application form DS-160 for nonimmigrant visas

2. A valid passport to travel to the US. It must remain valid at least six months 

after the expected period of stay in the US.

3. A recent photograph taken within six months, 2in x 2in (or 5cm x 5cm). For 

the requirements of photograph format, visit http://www.ustraveldocs.com/cn_

zh/cn-niv-photoinfo.asp

4. In addition to the above-mentioned documents, bring the interview 

appointment slip.
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