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France endeavours to double the number of Chinese
tourists to France within five years
China National Tourism Administration (CNTA) has recently hosted two events

in Paris and Frankfurt in the themes of “Beautiful China Nights” and “Beautiful
China — Silk Road by Land” respectively, as part of the country’s promotion of

tourism in the theme of “Beautiful China”.

During the event of “Beautiful China Nights” in Paris, CNTA’s Vice President,
Wang Xiaofeng, said that both China and France are significant countries in
tourism and culture, and that cooperation between the two countries in the tourist
industry has deepened in recent year to bring about great results. In 2015, over 2.6
million tourists travelled between China and France, an unprecedented historical

first.

Philippe Faure, President of Atout France (the France Tourism Development
Agency), said that the French government has simplified visa application
procedures for Chinese tourists and increased public signs written in Chinese, in
order to cater to the needs of Chinese visitors. Atout France will implement more

measures in order to attract twice the number of Chinese visitors to France.
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Thailand presents 2017 Tourism Scheme, promoting

in-depth travel experience
On July 11th the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) held a meeting in

Bangkok to discuss its marketing plans for a sustainable development of tourism.
It set the goal of 2.84 trillion baht in overall tourism revenue for 2017, and

proposed different marketing strategies aimed at internal and foreign tourists.

TAT Governor Yuthasak Supasorn said on the day that they hoped to meet the
revenue target of 950 billion baht from domestic tourists and 1.89 trillion baht

from foreign visitors in 2017, a 10% increase for both figures.

In order to reach the goal, TAT proposed different marketing plans for local
and foreign tourists. For local tourists, they plan to encourage females, youths
and retirees to travel across regions and to share their travel experiences on
social media. For foreign tourists, they plan to attract new target groups to visit
Thailand, including young businesspeople and those with an annual income of
above 20 thousand US dollars (or ¥130 thousand RMB). The target markets are

the new ASEAN and Islamic countries.
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National investment in tourism in the first half of the
year shows an increase of 30.5% from the same period
last year

On July 6 the National Tourism Bureau published the latest figures showing the

completion of 9944 projects in the tourist industry nationwide from January to
June this year. They represent an actual investment of 421.15 billion Yuan, an

increase of approximately 30.5% from the same period last year.

Sources from the National Tourism Bureau say that there are five new features
in the country’s tourist investments: 1) a steep increase in investments in
large projects; 2) sustained activities of private investors; 3) a fast growth in
investments in the western region while investments in the eastern region
becoming more concentrated in certain areas; 4) marked upgrades in the types of

tourist products; and 5) investments in rural tourism becoming highlights.
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Chinese tourists will contribute over 100 billion US

dollars to the Australian economy
The Australia China Business Council recently published a report predicting a

140-billion-US-dollar contribution to Australian economy by Chinese visitors by

the year 2025.

The report attributes this important contribution to Australia’s economic growth
to regular expenditures of Chinese visitors in the country in activities related to

education and investment.

The report shows that the number of Chinese visitors to Australia increased by
19% per annum from 2010 to 2015, reaching 1 million in 2015. The projected
figure for 2025 is 2 million. Chinese visitors spent more than 7.7 billion
Australian dollars (or 5.5 billion US dollars) in Australia in 2015.
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Boom in cruising shows income growth and increase in
luxury travel
The boom in cruise travel and the formation of a cruising economic zone

demonstrate an increase in national income and an upgrade in the level of
consumption. International tourism shows a general rule that when the national
GDP reaches US$5,000, an economy based on holiday tourism becomes
stabilized and a cruising industry begins to form. Cruise travel enters a rapid
period of development when the national GDP reaches 1040 thousand US
dollars. According to the numbers made public by China’s State Statistics
Bureau, the Chinese National GDP in 2015 exceeded 8,000 US dollars per capita
to reach 52 thousand. The figure even exceeded 100 thousand US dollars in ten
provinces and municipalities including Guangdong, Fujian, Beijing, Tianjin and
Shanghai. These figures show that conditions have matured for the fast growth
of the cruising industry.

China is believed to be the next fastest growing new market for the global cruise
travel industry. According to Wu Bihu, Director of the Centre for Tourism
Research and Planning at Beijing University, and Secretary General of the
Society of International Tourism, China is predicted to become the second largest
cruising market in the world by 2017. His projection is based on a document

entitled, “/A Report on the Development of Global Island Tourism 2015”.
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The number of Chinese tourists entering Russia with
visa exemption increased by 50%b6 in the first five
months of this year from the same period last year

The Russian Federal Agency for Tourism announced on June 30th that the

number of Chinese tourists entering Russia with visa exemption in the first five
months of this year was an increase of 50% compared with the figure for the

same period last year.

Statistics of the Agency show that, in the first five months of 2016, 130,010
Chinese tourists visited Russia without the requirement of a visa, an increase of
51% from the figure of 86,200 for the same period last year. Meanwhile 89,600

Russians visited China, an increase of 40% from the same period last year.

The Agency said that China is a major market for Russia’s tourist industry. In
2015 the number of Chinese visitors to Russia broke the record of one million
for the first time.

China and Russia signed an agreement in 2012 to mutually grant visa free access
to visitors travelling as part of a tour group. According to the agreement, Chinese
and Russian citizens may visit the other country as part of a tour group without

the requirement of a visa, for a maximum stay of 15 days.
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Argentina may waive visa requirement to Chinese
visitors in its new plan to promote tourism
A local Chinese website in Argentina, using sources from Argentinian media,

reported an announcement by the Argentinian Minister of Tourism, Gustavo
Santos, that his ministry will begin to return Value Added Tax to foreign visitors
within weeks. According to the newspaper, La Nacion, the Ministry of Tourism
plans to increase the number of foreign tourists by 50%, from 5.7 million to a
projected figure of 9 million, by 2019. Visitors from the US and China are the
specially targeted groups to boost the number increase. Chinese visitors who
already hold a visa from the US, Canada, the EU, Brazil or Chile may enter

Argentina without a visa.

The minister also commented on the increase of foreign visitors thus: “We have
seen a growth in the Chinese and European markets. The visit of President
Obama also spurred the increase of American tourists. We hope all Chinese
visitors may enter Argentina without a visa. We now face a great opportunity in
the tourist industry.”



