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Plcturesque Lé dscape’

Walking in Altay is no less Ehan walking through pictures, as every place presents
beautiful scenery. In particular, the Five-Colored Hills and the Kanas Lake are
wonders of nature, making Altay a place favored by.fortune. ts beauty:is as.

intoxicating as the paSS|onate Wlne i Xlnjlang

Words /,Ji Xiang Pictures / A_Itay Tour]sm.Bureau =

The Five-Colored Hills: Nature's Palette

Going northwest about 20 km from the Burgin County,
you can find a beach renowned for its yardang
landforms at the northern bank of the Ergis River. This
is the celebrated Five—Colored Hills.

This magic land is just like nature’ s palette, where all
kinds of colors are poured and sprayed, forming a
glorious land.

By the Five—Colored Hils, the Ergis River flows slowly,
and on the other side of the river are dense populus
euphratica, where tall, straight, and vigorous populus
euphratica cast their shadows into the river, offering rare
scenic beauty.

The Five—Colored Hills is of typical yardang landforms,
where mudstones, sandstones, and gravels form
strange stones and rocks of different shapes. What is
more magical, the colors of these strange stones and
rocks are bright and beautiful, presenting red, reddle,

light yellow, light green, etc. Some are like colorful
ribbons surrounding rocks, and some are like spots of
decorative patterns sprayed over rocks, making the
whole Five—Colored Hills a kaleidoscope of gorgeous
colors. Entering the Five-Colored Hills, you can only
use theword  “fantastic” to describe it, where a gobi
desert on one side coexists serenely with an oasis on
the other side for thousands of years.

Baihaba: No. 1 Village in Northwest China

The Baihaba Village in Habahe County of Altay and
close to the Kanas Scenic Area is a small village
where Kazakhs and Tuvas live. The village retains
ancient small wood houses, which presents a sense
of historical vicissitudes while offering very beautiful
scenery. In particular, in autumn, when the tree leaves
in the village all turn golden, the village is as beautiful
as a wonderland in fairy tales, with rivers flowing by it
and several seasonal snow—covered mountains lining
the background not far away. Therefore, the village is

renownedas “No. 1 Vilage in Northwest China” . The
sunshine in the morning and the afterglow of the setting
sun vell the vilage with soft light, and even the tops of the
snow—covered mountains not far away turn red.

People visiting the Baihaba Scenic Area usually stay
one night in a wood house of the village. Warm-—
hearted and simple villagers will treat you with the
freshest milk and authentic Xinjiang cuisine such as
big plate chicken.

The Kanas Lake: A Pear in North Xinjiang

The Kanas Lake, located among the remote mountains
and dense forests in the Burgin County of Altay, is like
a pearl hidden among primitive forests. It is at the east
of the Baihaba Village and about 800 km away from
Urumgii. By this beautiful, rich, and mystical lake, the
clear and tranquil lake water also presents a sense
of mystery, and makes people marvel when looking
over it. With changes in seasons and weather, the lake

water changes colors marvelously. Around the Kanas
Lake are dense primitive forests of spruces, firs, and
Siberia larches. On the southern slope are luxuriantly
green grasses. The plant communities are distinctively
separated. By autumn, they present various bright
colors such as golden yellow, dark red, and dark green.

Half way to the Kanas Lake, there is the “Kanas
Steppe Custom Park’ where one can see the broad
steppe: green grassland, a stretch of little purple
flowers, and murmuring streams. All are picturesque
and poetic. Not far away are some little hills, where the
sun emerges. At the foot of the hills are cattle, horse,
and sheep flocks, leisurely and carefree, typical of the
beautiful grassland scenery. Here, we can visit yurts
to drink hot milky tea, taste a crispy fried Bursac snack,
and touch unique ethnic decorations, truly finding
ourselves far away from the hustle and bustle of urban
life and retreated in a place of idyllic beauty.
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