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Capital of Art and
Fashion - Milan

Words / Chu Wanzhong

It is the capital of art where the magnificent Milan Cathedral, Santa Maria
delle Grazie containing Leonardo da Vinci’s The Last Supper and La Scala are
situated. It is also the capital of fashion where such famous brands as Versace,
Prada, D&G, and Gucci go to the world. It is Milan, a classic and modermn city

and capital of art and fashion.

After we had visited Florence and Rome, we left
Rome for Milan by train. Over one hour later, we
arrived at the railway station of Milan and immediately
felt the modern ambience of the city. Compared
with classical Florence and Rome, Milan, the capital
of fashion, is full of vitality, which is reflected by its
roads, architecture, decoration of railway station and
department stores. According to the travel itinerary,
we visited such famous places of interest as Milan
Cathedral, Galleria Vittorio Emanuele Il, Piazza della

Scala and Sforza Castle and tried some famous
snacks of Milan.

Milan Cathedral

Mian Cathedral (Duomo) is an important landmark
of Milan whose historical value and Gothic
architecture are unriveled. The whole building
combines Gothic, Renaissance, and Neo Classic
architectural styles and so on. Located in the
center of Milan, it awes people with its grandness.
The triangle facade of the cathedral, the forest of
openwork pinnacles and spires and the 108-meter—
high main building soaring into the sky all reflect the
features of Gothic architecture.

First built in 1386, the cathedral takes almost six
centuries to complete and form its lofty look today.
The statue of "Madonnina" tops the main spire of the
cathedral. The vault of the cathedral is supported by
52 beam columns. Above it are 135 spires and 2,245
statues which are all figures from biblical stories.
It is said that all the statues were created in the
Renaissance era. The facade of the cathedral opens
through five gates where the history of the cathedral,
history of Milan, the life story of Madonna and the
Edictum Mediolanensium issued by Constantine the
Great are recorded. The glorious appearance and
rich historical connotations of Milan Cathedral are
really touching viewed from any angle.

Galleria Vittorio Emanuele Il

After visiting the cathedral, we walked to Galleria
Vittorio Emanuele Il which is a famous shopping mall.
The two exits of the 196—meter-long, 105—-meter—
wide and 47-meter—high gallery are accessible to La
Scala and Milan Cathedral respectively. There are
various brand name stores selling designer clothes,
watches and luxuries. Four large semi—circle
frescos with Europe, Asia, Africa and America as
their themes respectively are painted on the central
dome of the gallery. Paved with exquisite mosaic
designs, the sidewalk is lined with cafés, restaurants,
bookstores and hamburger shops where many
residents and visitors come and go all year round.

Piazza della Scala

The centre of Piazza della Scala is marked by the
monument of the great Renaissance artist Leonardo
da Vinci. In 1482 Leonardo, aged 30, came to Milan
atthe invitation of Ludovico Sforza, Duke of Milan. He
was commissioned to design Milan Cathedral and
work on the urban construction of Milan where he
painted The Last Supper for the monastery of Santa
Maria delle Grazie. We came to the monastery on
the afternoon and were lucky to see this famous
painting.

Sforzesco Castle

Sforzesco Castle is a stronghold composed of
high towers and thick walls. The castle now houses
some museums like The Museum of Ancient
Art, The Antique Furniture & Wooden Sculpture
Museum, The Museum of Musical Instruments,
The Egyptian Museum and The Prehistoric
Collections of the Archaeological Museum of
Milan, and art collections including Michelangelo's
last sculpture works like the Rondanini Pieta
and Leonardo da Vinc's “Codex Trivulzianus”
manuscript.

Milano Centrale

Miano Centrale is located at Piazza Duca dAosta in
Mian. It was completed and officially inaugurated in
1931 to replace the old central station built in 1864.
Milano Centrale is the second largest station in Italy
and one of the main railway stations in Europe.

The station has 24 platforms with a throughput
of 320,000 passengers and 500 trains passing
by every day. Milano Centrale is one of the most
representative buildings in the world and a model of
Syncretism Architecture. The great steel canopies of
the station form the largest steel roof in the world.

This page: Castello
Sforzesco; Milan Cathedral
Left page: Galleria Vittorio
Emanuele Il
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Cracking the Innovation Code of

Tel Aviv
The Digital Revolution Blurs the Lines

between Resident and Visitor

Words /Hila Oren
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We live in an urban era. Today, for the first time
in history, the majority of mankind lives in cities.
The city is no longer its mere buildings and
streets - it is also a major factor that affects
the nature of the life of those who visit it, live in it
and do business init. A city is a space filled with
culture, business, politics and constant human
interaction.

One of the most significant (and fascinating)
processes happening in the urban world in
recent years is the return of communities.
The human need to interact on a regular
basis, holding shared values, interests or
identity, replaces the sense of alienation that
characterized life in a city in the past. Those

visiting a city also get swept up in this new
phenomenon, experiencing the city from the
inside, just like the locals.

Contrary to common belief, the digital revolution,
which is increasingly central to our daily lives,
nurtures new connections in a city and largely
prevents alienation. Parents who scold their
children for 'sitting in front of a computer all day
long' do not realize that their child is actually
exploring digital arenas of interaction. Facebook,
Twitter, instant messaging and Instagram -
these are all platforms that create communities.
These communities do not only exist online, but
also in our day-to—day lives. Ask a single woman
from Tel Aviv where she met her date tonight. Do

not be surprised if she answers Tinder. Yes, people
know each other through applications, they hold
their political arguments on Facebook and share
the first image of their newborn child on Instagram.
They live a digital life and the city they live in is an
amalgamation of digital and reality: an 'online city' and
an 'offline city'.

And it is here, where an ‘online city' meets an ‘offline
city', officials and City Makers face their biggest
challenges. This is where the challenge is, because
this is where the opportunity is greatest — the
opportunity to make citizens and visitors alike not
only orchestrators of socio—cultural change, but also
central to business and economic development.

Economics is no longer just an equation of supply
and demand, but also of trust, efficiency, productivity
and sustainability. Those in an urban community
no longer have the same need for ownership - we
can share. We share transportation, a public square,
even an apartment. Living in a city allows me to be
the owner of something, but only for the time when
| really use it. | rent a bike, and that bike is mine as
long as | ride it; when | get to my destination, that
bicycle will soon belong to someone else. It's more
sustainable, it's more economic, it's more community
orientated and it's just better.

Tel Aviv was recently recognized as the "World's
Smartest City", an international award won for the
City's 'smart' approach to its residents and a Sharing
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walk at night in Tel Aviv; Tel
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This page: A theater in Tel Aviv
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against the sky; The glamorous night of
Tel Aviv
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Economy through platforms such as the DigiTel
residents card, digital community platforms and the
promotion of business.

Visitors to Tel Aviv can make use of this Sharing
Economy and the City's rapidly evolving digital travel
industry and startup ecosystem. They touch down
at Israel's international airport in Tel Aviv, use the
application GetTaxi for transportation, sleep in an
apartment from Airbnb and be in time for dinner

made by alocal in their apartment organized through
EatWith.

It is now widely understood that one must look at
the economy through the eyes of the new resident,
a resident that simultaneously produces and
consumes and who is ready to share and cooperate.
The new tourist is just the same, a city must use the
opportunity presented by digital revolution to allow a
visitor to become a local, even if only for a short while.
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of I\/Iorocco
Rabat & Fes

Reputed to be the “garden of N
Africa”, Moreeeoris richuin, t :
resources. The four imperia%
of Morocco including Rabat, Fes,
Marrakesh and Meknes feature a
large number of cultural relics, while
Casablanca, Chefchaouen, and

Agadir as well as the scenery of Sahara
Desert are equally attractive to tourists.

Words / Bayue Pictures / Moroccan National Tourist Office

Rabat, Sheltered by the Walls

Ocean, medina, Oudayas Kasbah are the pulse of
the Moroccan capital.

Afabulous medina

Made of adobe in the 12th century, the Andalusian
ramparts protect the south side of the medina. The
rectilinear layout of the old city is impressive as it is
very different from the traditional mazes of streets.

You can enter through the Bab El Had gate, scene
of the Sunday market. This is where Souika street
begins, the biggest and probably most animated in
the medina. It leads to the Great Mosque and ends
up at the Souk Es Sebat, the shoe market covered
with reed mats and overflowing with hundreds of
babouches, leather and handcraft goods and gold
and silver jewelry.

) ) Then, along Rue des Consuls, which is partially
This page: Medina of .
Fes: A street corner covered by glass roofs, artisans work before your
in Fes; Kasbah of the eyes on their deep—pile carpets, fabrics and copper
Oudayas in Rabat; objects. Heading back north, you approach the gate

Decoration on gate in
Rabat of the Oudayas.
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Oudayas Kasbah
This fortress quarter
conserved its old cannons
positioned on a bulwark.
Beautiful and massive,
its door is carved from
top to bottom, and one of
the towers houses three
art galleries. The white and
blue facades create a very
Mediterranean ambiance.

Its cobblestone streets lead to El Atiga mosque, the
city’ s oldest, and then to the platform of the ancient
semaphore. From here, as from the terrace of café
Maure just nearby, the view of Rabat, its neighbour
Salé, and the meeting of Bouregreg river and the
ocean is simply splendid. From up high, the Oudayas
Palace, which today houses the national museum,
has conserved its original ornementations, imprints
of sobriety and equilibrium. The Andalusian garden
at its feet is a haven of peacefulness full of fruit trees,
rosebays and cascades of bougainvileas.

Traveler FRITER

Bab Rouah

The magnificent Bab Rouah, the "Gate of the Winds",
is monumental. It stands out for the richness of its
adornments. It has become a gallery for exhibitions. Under
the elaborate arches of the four square rooms, the works of
famous Moroccan artists have found their venue.

The Chellah necropolis

Be sure to visit this peaceful place. The last residence of
the Merinide sovereigns, it is protected by imposing walls,
where storks like to build their nests. This is also where the
old Roman city of Salé used to be. You will admire the ruins
of a triumphal arch, the forum, thermal bathes and several
shops.

Charming Fes

The medersas

The imperial city is the capital of traditional Moroccan culture,
cradle of knowledge, for which its superb medersas are a
flamboyant symbol.

Schools

A medersa is a school where the Koran is taught along with
all the classic subject of learning: mathematics, grammar,
history, astronomy, medicine. In Morocco, and especially
in Fés, medersas have the important role of integrating
students from other regions. Generally they are built around
a central courtyard with a fountain. Classes are held under
the sumptuous arcades bordering it.

The oldest university

The Karaouiyine mosque is one of the most imposing in
Morocco. It houses a university which is thought to be the
oldest in the world and which was founded in the middle
of the 9th century at a time when theology, grammar and
Koranic law were the basic subjects taught. The El-Attarine
medersa, situated opposite it, is considered to be the most
beautiful in the medina.

El-Attarine

The Merenids built this masterpiece between 1323 and
1325. Its central courtyard is magnificently decorated. Its
walls are covered with sura engraved in wood or plaster.
The fountain and marble columns are embellished with
zellige (tiled mosaic).

Bou Inania

This medersa, built between 1350 and 1357, is the biggest in
Fes . Pass through the magnificent entrance with its heavy
copper work doors, and then be impressed by the abundance
of earthenware, the refinement of the sculptured wood and
plaster and the chiselled stalactites called mukarnas, the
hallmark of Merenid architecture. A canopy of typical Fés
greenftiles surmounts the onyx and marble courtyard.
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