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Distinction & Practicality, Fruitfulness 
& Opportunity, Glory & Hope

World Expo 2015 Ready
to Raise Sail in Milan

The world changes and evolves incessantly. Hand in hand 
with the changes come opportunities to create. 

World as a concept is as abstract and illusional as it is 
concrete and real. The world is a stage for human being to 
break the ruts and create new history. Such evolution is 
recorded by feats after feats and achieved by production and 
progress in agriculture, industry, commerce and education. 
The world therefore is miraculous because of the pains 
human beings sweated and the gains thereafter. The world 
is a continuum, a celebration of human civilization.

After receiving 75 million tourists during the 2010 Shanghai 
Expo, the World Expo is ready to raise sail again in Milan 
this May. Milan Expo 2015 takes a principal focus on the 
quality of human life and health, with the aim to promote 
sustainable socio-economic development and more 
diversified material consumption.

The Immortal City of Architecture
As the highest mountain range in Europe, the Alps stretch 
from the French city Nice in the west all the way to Vienna 

in Austria, separating the European Continent into two 
halves. Milan is seated to the south of Alps on the Lombardy 
Plain with the river Po running through. Thanks to the 
Alps, the soil of Milan is loamy and contains high levels of 
minerals, making it known as an agricultural base since 
ancient times. Endowed with abundant water resources 
and a diverse variety of produce, Milan is very suitable for 
agriculture and livestock farming. After being occupied 
by the Romans in 222 BC, Milan gradually grew into a 
big commercial city, which also contributed greatly to the 
genesis of Western civilizations. Milan even shortly served 
as the capital of the Western Roman Empire. Till the end of 
the Middle Ages, Milan remained the second largest city in 
Europe.

At present, Milan serves as the capital of Lombardy 
Region. It is the most popular and economically developed 
city in Italy. Due to its advantageous location and 
historical significance, Milan was also once the religious 
capital. Besides fashion and design, Milan is also famous 
for its Greco-Roman architecture. It was the Five Good 
Emperors that built marble buildings on a large scale in 
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Milan, many of which are kept intact till today. Milan 
is home to the world’s largest Gothic structure and fifth 
largest Cathedral - Milan Cathedral, which is acclaimed “a 
poem written in marble”.

Theme of Milan Expo 2015
Mirroring the features of Milan, Milan Expo 2015 adopted 
the theme of Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life. The theme 
aims to bring natural, healthy and safe foods that are of 
great quality and sustainability to attention again.

Hailed as the world capital of fashion, Milan is a global 
leader in the techniques of apparel designing, making and 
tailoring. It is also a design and production base of high-end 
hats, shoes, bags, accessories, furniture, leather products etc. 
Life moves on and on, and production is always evolving. 
This year, opportunities spurring such evolution will be 
gathering in Milan, a message Milan Expo 2015 intends to 
send out to the world.

Italy rose to fame also because of its fine wine. Traditional 
techniques are still being employed to produce wine of 
hundreds of brands. Though they differ in taste, they are 
all of great quality. However, due to lack of successful 
marketing campaigns, Italian wine now is less well known 
and underrated. Milan Expo 2015 represents an opportunity 
to let the world know the true value of Italian wine. 

“Sustainability” and “innovation” are two key words of this 
year’s Expo. Attendants are expected to follow the motto of 
the Expo and to reflect sustainability and innovation. With 
such themes, Milan Expo 2015 will set new standards for 
future social life and production techniques. 

“Feeding the World” also carries some other connotations, 
such as to feed the hungry, check 
deser t i f icat ion  a nd pr omote 
agricultural sustainability, which 
drew close attention from the UN and 
many countries.

Overview of Milan Expo 2015
Milan Expo 2015 is organized with the 
full support of the Italian Government 
and local authorities. The theme 
was met with great responses from 
many countries and international 
organizations. By Jul. 10th 2014, 
147 countries and international 
or ga n izat ions  have for ma l ly 
announced to participate in the Expo. 
The Expo site covers an area of 1.1 

million square meters. It has also unprecedentedly attracted 
EUR1.3 billion in investment from different levels of Italian 
governments and EUR 400 million from private investors.

Another innovation that the Expo did was breaking the 
tradition of laying out pavilions according to continent and 
geographically locations. This time, pavilions are positioned 
according to their themes. Around a dozen tour routes have 
been designed accordingly. Moreover, all the pavilions will 
be facing the same Expo Boulevard. 

This year, participants are divided into formal and informal. 
The former are countries and international organizations 
while the latter are businesses, social groups, Italian 
organizations etc. Exhibition venues are either self-built or 
leased by the Expo. Some exhibition venues with particular 
themes are jointly built by several countries. Since this 
year’s Expo pays special attention to water, water will be 
surrounding the whole Expo site.

Seated at the far western side of the site, the Expo Center is 
one of the four most important structures located around 
where Cardo and Decumano meet. Its inner space is 129,000 
m³, suitable for hosting shows and cultural events. There are 
three in-dependent zones: Conference Hall, Meeting Space 
and Open Square.

Italy Pavilion Lifting its Mysterious Veil
The Italy Pavilion is the emblematic heart of the entire 
Expo site. It will be kept as a landmark structure after the 
Expo and developed into a technology innovation center. 
The design, created by Studio Nemesi & Partners Srl, Proger 
SpA and BMS Progetti Srl, was inspired by the surrounding 
nature and time-honored history of Milan.

Strong emotions and diverse geographical cultures are 
reflected in the design of the Italy Pavilion. A high platform 
is built in the center of the Italy Pavilion to allow visitors 
to have a panoramic view of the whole Expo site. Visually, 
the Italy Pavilion aims to be energetic and dazzling so as to 
kindle the passion of the visitors in touring the site.

Milan Expo 2015 will be open from May 1st 2015 till Oct. 
31st, lasting for 184 days.

Touring Milan to 
Experience Classic
European Culture
Milan is a city member 
to World Tourism Cities 
Federation (WTCF). Milan 
Municipal Government 
and tourism authorities 
are in close cooperation 
w i t h  W T C F.  A l s o  a 
close partner to WTCF, 
Milan Expo Organizing 
Committee agrees to 
provide the most favorable 
Expo tickets to Chinese 
tourists. Milan Expo 
Organizing Committee 
and WTCF have also 
jointly designed some new 
tour routes for Italy and 
Southern Europe to cater 
to tourists heading for the 
Expo. Many international 
tour operators who are 
WTCF members also took 
part in the design of such 

routes. For detailed information of tours to Italy and Milan 
Expo, please follow the websites of WTCF, Milan Municipal 
Government and WTCF tour operator members.

Milan is blessed with abundant tourism resources and even 
a weeklong tour cannot cover them all. There are so many 
sights that tourists should not miss, for example, Santa 
Maria delle Grazie and the mural of The Last Supper by 
Leonardo Da Vinci within. The Last Supper shows the finest 
virtuosity in Renaissance (often referred to as one the three 
most famous paintings during Renaissance, with the other 
two being The Last Judgment by Michelangelo and The 
School of Athens by Raphael).

The history of Milan is also compelling. As a significant 
industrial base, Milan was heavily bombarded during 
WWII. When the war ended in Italy on Jul 25th 1945, Milan 
was already severely destroyed with many parts of the city 
destructed. However, the Italian people rebuilt Milan to 
its original look and developed it into a principal economic, 
financial and industrial center.

Milan Expo is more than a global event. It is a celebration of 
human beings. Let’s contain our eagerness just a bit longer 
for the eye feast to start.


