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Yangzhou is a poetic place. In ancient times, Yangzhou referred to southeast China, from the east of Jiujiang 
in today’s Jiangxi province until south Fujian province, including provinces like Jiangsu, Anhui, Zhejiang and 
Jiangxi. Covering South Yangtze River area, Yangzhou was a synonym of affluence. It had been a cultural 

city from the Jin Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty. Emperor Yang of Sui built gardens and toured and held banquets 
here, parties of singing, dancing and poem reciting were held here in the Tang and Song dynasties, and the city was 
described and praised in the paintings, poems and songs of the Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties. Today’s Yangzhou 

boasts its profound culture, numerous cultural sites and relics, and classical gardens.

Yangzhou 
A Good Travel Destination

A Cultural City Praised by Ancient Poets
Yangzhou well illustrates the slogan “Better City, Better Life”. 
While other cities are crowded with highrises and bothered 
by traffic jam, noises, and repressive atmosphere, Yangzhou 
maintains its fresh and elegant air. It is a place where people 
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can find peace in an uproarious world. 

Today’s Yangzhou is still as desirable as the one in poetry by 
ancient poets. In his A Message to Han Chuo, the Yangzhou 
Magistrate, famous Tang poet Du Mu praised the beautiful 
scenery of Yangzhou as follows: There are faint green 
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mountains and far green waters, and grasses in this river 
region not yet faded by autumn, and clear in the moon on the 
Twenty-Four Bridges, girls white as jade are teaching flute-
music.

Yangzhou in History
Yangzhou was closely related with Emperor Yang of Sui, 
who was a disputable figure in Chinese history. Emperor 
Yang was an ambitious, talented and generous ruler 
but he lacked foresight. Although he had achieved great 
accomplishments, the Sui Dynasty came to an end during 
his reign. After Li Shimin, Emperor Taizong of the Tang 
Dynasty, ascended the throne, he distorted the image of 
Emperor Yang of Sui by describing him as a tyrant to cover 
the disgraceful replacement of Sui by Tang. 

It was during Emperor Yang’s reign that China’s political, 
economic and cultural center shifted eastwards, the 
Grand Canal was built, making the old transportation 

West Lake and within the surrounding area of Daming 
Temple where the famous Chinese monk Jianzhen of 
the Tang Dynasty stayed before he left for Japan to 
propagate Buddhism. 

Marco Polo Memorial Hall in Yangzhou is one of the 
two memorial halls built for a foreigner approved 
by the Chinese government. In his book, Marco 
Polo wrote about a large river outside Yangtze 
(Yangzhou) city. It was probably a mistake 
caused by his incorrect pronunciation of the 
name of the city. Later when westerners 
were making the world map, they named 
the river Yangtze River. The scenic 
description of China in Marco Polo's 
times is shown there.

Wang’s Small Garden, Ge Garden, and 
He Garden were gardens built by rich 
salt merchants in Yangzhou in the Qing 
Dynasty. The buildings combine northern 
style mansions as well as gardens in South Yangtze 
River region and are worth visiting. Ge Garden stands out 
among all the gardens and is especially worthwhile to visit. 
Surrounded by ancient streets, Ge Garden features exquisite 
tile and stone carvings and with three of the five original 
courtyards preserved it is the largest garden in Yangzhou. It, 
together with Zhuozheng Garden in Suzhou, Summer Palace 
in Beijing and Mountain Resort in Chengde is regarded as 
the four most famous gardens in China. 

Lu’s Residence in Kangshan Street is the largest mansion 
built by a Qing salt tycoon preserved until today. After 
restoration, its dining hall presents the former luxurious 
scene again and becomes a restaurant where tourists 
can enjoy authentic Huaiyang cuisine while visiting this 
architectural complex of over a hundred years.   

Yangzhou would not have been what it is without Grand 
Canal. As a hub of the main artery of communications 
between north and south China, Grand Canal is prestigious 
not only in China but also around the world. The Grand 
Canal was closely related with the history of Yangzhou and 
the ebb and flow of the canal accorded exactly with the rise 
and fall of the city. It’s a good choice to take a night cruise on 
the ancient canal. It takes about 40 minutes, passes some 
old wharves, factories, mansions and churches and offers a 
good chance to see the ripples, pavilions, terraces and towers 
bathed in colorful lights. 

Unique Features of Yangzhou
Yangzhou storytelling is an ancient folk art which had been 

mode replaced by the new one on national level, social and 
economic development showed great vitality, the national 
unification was stabilized, and the civil service examination 
system was created. Therefore, Sui is often regarded as 
the beginning of the prosperous history of China for 1,400 
years by many historians in which Yangzhou occupied a 
significant position.

Cultural Sites and Relics in Yangzhou
Different from the West Lake in Hangzhou, the Slender West 
Lake in Yangzhou is as beautiful as West Lake. The modifier 
“slender” indicates that the beauty of the water lies in its 
narrowness. The long, narrow stretch of water lined with 
flowers and willows and dotted with pavilions, corridors 
and ancient temples meanders through Yangzhou.

The nine-storey Qiling Pagoda is a famous scenic spot in 
Daming Temple and contrasts finely with Slender West 
Lake. The best scenery of Yangzhou is to the north of Slender 

recorded in documents of the Song 
Dynasty. In the performance, the artist details an interesting 
historical story to audience in Yangzhou dialect. Yangzhou 
tune is another local art form which maintains ancient 
rhymes.

The most famous Yangzhou food includes tangbao (soup 
bun), steamed bun stuffed with fillings of five ingredients, 
and roast goose. You can find delicious tangbao at Chunyi 
Teahouse outside the south gate of Slender West Lake Park. 
Besides, shredded tofu in chicken gravy is also a Yangzhou 
delicacy. Yangzhou noodle is praised as the No. 1 noodle in 
China and the world famous Yangzhou fried rice is loved by 
many people.

A big advantage of traveling in Yangzhou is that it is 
affordable. With 30 yuan, you can go anywhere within the 
city by taxi. You can find famous international hotel brands 
like Shangri-La which cost about 300 to 500 yuan per night 
as well as economical hotels in Yangzhou. What’s more, you 
will seldom be bothered by traffic jam in Yangzhou. Being 
one of the first batch of the most inhabitable Chinese cities 
selected by United Nations, Yangzhou is one of the best 
tourist cities with excellent history, culture and scenery in 
China.
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The impression of old Russian Empire in textbooks was completely turned over when I first arrived 
in Moscow. I was surprised at what I saw: This capital with unique fashion and art style compares 
favorably with New York and Paris. More interestingly, the literary style of Moscow stands out from that 
of other famous metropolises. The magical epic-like Moscow presents astonishing views all the time. It’s 
hard to imagine how much effort this country has made to preserve its artistic style.

Go to Moscow for 
an Artistic Feast

Moscow, resulting in a piece of empty land which was 
turned into the square. It was named as the fire field and 
renamed as Red Square. The name came about because the 
Russian word (krasnaya) can mean either "red" or 
"beautiful". Most translated versions only retain the first 
meaning “red”, so the name Red Square is still in use today.

I was so astounded when stepping into the Red Square. It 
took quite a long time for me to calm down. “It is shocking 
everywhere!” Its architectureal styles are diverse. There 
is typical Gothic style of the Renaissance, unbelievable 
romantic Baroque style and classical European aesthetic 
naturalism style. Certainly there are some other styles which 
I could not tell like special seasoning to supplement the 
diversity. The types of architecture are diverse too. There are 
ancient palaces and offices, shopping malls ranking world 
top 10, museums, cemeteries and cathedrals. Preservation 
of historical monuments in Moscow is immaculate with its 
over 1,000 years' history.

Arbat Street: Poets Want to Live Here
Arbat Street is a must-see destination in Moscow. With 
a history of over 500 years, Arbat Street is a famous 
pedestrian street in downtown Moscow and was home to 

craftsmen and painters. A lot of ancient buildings have been 
preserved here. It is to Russians what Xidan and Wangfujing 
the commercial streets to Beijingers. In the 19th century, the 
noble class and upper class society kept up with each other 
by living in Arbat Street as a fashion. It is the most reputable 
commercial street in Moscow. With 800 m in length and 10 
m in width, this small street is world renowned with the 
following two reasons in art. 

First, a two-floor Russian building (No. 53) houses the 
Museum-Apartment of A. Pushkin. The poet Pushkin had 
lived here since 1830. Now it has become the most famous 
architecture in Arbat Street, a museum for poets.

A variety of museums in Moscow are worth visiting. I 
favored museums of former residences of celebrities. There 
are a lot of such kind of museums in Moscow, among 
which the best preserved ones are former residences of 
the literary giants Lev Tolstoy and M. Gorky. In addition, 
former residence of the poet Pushkin is also worth a visit, 
because of his extraordinary status in the history of Russian 
literature.

Pushkin is quite honored by Russian people. There are a 
lot of places in Moscow connected with the name Pushkin. 
The body statue of Pushkin stands in the famous Pushkin 
Square. A batch of museums are named after Pushkin like 
the renowned Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts.

Second, the famous writer of former Soviet Union Anatoli 
Rybakov wrote a novel Children of the Arbat which made 
this street well known. I may say, there is Notting Hill in 
London, Butte de Montmartre in Paris and Arbat Street in 
Moscow as their counterpart.

On the first evening in Moscow, after I watched a ballet 
at ten, it still didn’t get dark. So I was able to make it to 
shoot the sunset in Red Square and then visit Arbat Street. 
Coffee shops in this street were still busy with street artists 
performing there. You could slow down when visiting 
this street. The stone paved street was decorated with 
streetlights with round glass chimney, which made Arbat 
Street classically elegant and full of poetic flavor. Someone 
described the classically elegant streetlights as ancient 
knights wearing masks who stand there to protect this 
age-old street. There are many small stores in Arbat Street 
with a variety of goods like warm fur caps with earflaps, 
superb earrings, pendants, bags, T-shirts printed with stars’ 
head portraits, age-old posters, forged documents, antiques, 
sculptures and nesting dolls with the theme of Russian 
leaders.

Red Square: Astounding Views Everywhere
When the plane landed on the Moscow airport, my heart 
pounded with excitement as if I would meet the true love of 
mine for the first time. What I saw before were its pictures, 
now I’ll see it for myself, and my breathing quickens.

The airport is 35 km long from downtown Moscow. There 
is an express  way going directly to the downtown, from the 

airport to the famous Red Square.

Red Square, formerly known as Torgue, meaning market, 
is on a par with Tian’anmen Square in popularity. It is 
not so large. Covering an area of 91,000 square meters, it 
is only one fifth of the area of Tian’anmen Square. After 
several remodeling and construction, it still retains the 
original style, ancient and solemn. In the 1590s, a fire struck 
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 Seoul is a charming city with classical restraint of the six-century-old Joseon Dynasty and fashion and avant-
garde art of Korean Wave. As one of the most developed cities in Asia, it boasts a perfect combination of ancient 
architecture and modern technology as well as traditional and fashion cultures, serving a unique tour experience for 
each tourist. You may be amazed when visiting this charming city of Asia, which presents two different worlds.

Seoul
A Charming City in Asia

The Heart of South Korea’s History — 
Gyeongbokgung Palace
In the eyes of many Chinese tourists, Seoul is a modern city 
filled with SamSung electronics, oppa (handsome man), 
fashion clothing and magical beauty industry. However, 
each tourist coming here is greeted with an ancient Seoul 
when getting off the plane. In the lobby of the Incheon 
International Airport, there is a traditional Korean culture 
experience center where tourists can experience the essence 
of traditional Korean culture by appreciating classical song 
and dance performances, DIY handmade crafts, playing 
guqin instrument, trying on traditional Hanbok and taking 
pictures.

Gyeongbokgung Palace is the first stop for many visitors. 
As one of the largest and oldest palaces in Seoul, 
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Gyeongbokgung Palace is the political center of the post 
feudal society of South Korea, the carrier of this country’s 
old memories. Gyeongbokgung Palace to South Korea is 
what the Forbidden City to China. It’s a must-see tourist 
attraction if you want to learn about Korean history. It is not 
large in scale, but full of Korean features with the black tiles. 
South Korea which pays attention to protecting historical 
and cultural architecture protects it as if it were a precious 
pearl.

Passing through skyscrapers by city tour bus, you may 
arrive at the Gyeongbokgung Palace in the downtown area 
of Seoul. The guards in costumes of the Joseon Dynasty 
are passing by with imposing appearance, as if reminding 
people that this was the capital of the Joseon Dynasty. The 
guards’ handover performance in Gyeongbokgung Palace is 
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in Seoul. In this one-kilometer long street, various premium 
brands are gathered here. It becomes a preferred shopping 
place for foreigners and Korean young people in this most 
reputed shopping street in Seoul. All kinds of brand stores, 
department stores and bonded stores concentrate here, 
forming a center for clothing trends. Various trendsetting 
clothes, shoes, hats and accessories are available here.

In fact, almost every capital in the world has a fashion 
business district. Why is Myeongdong among the best 

ones? This is related to South Korea’s culture exportation — 
Korean Wave. Even Korean drama enthusiasts who didn’t go 
to Myeongdong before are familiar with this place, because 
Myeongdong appears most often as the scene in Korean 
drama. Through a series of South Korean TV soaps, films 
and music works, Myeongdong introduces the local clothing, 
food, beauty industry and tourist attractions to the world. 
Korean Wave expands Myeongdong culture’s influence and 
creates a lot of commercial values for it. Exported film and 
TV works, the well sold Korean brand clothes and cosmetics 
have brought great wealth for Myeongdong’s businessmen.

It is also the power of Korean drama which makes 
Myeongdong no longer a pure fashion business district. 
For many Korean drama fans, they are as if in-role when 
shopping in Myeongdong. You don’t need to worry about 
language problems. Almost all service staff can speak three 
languages here: Korean, Chinese and English.

The True Seoul — Bukchon Hanok Village
Gyeongbokgung Palace and Myeongdong are like two 
extremes of Seoul, representing the ancient and the modern 
respectively. However, the biggest charm of Seoul is its 
integration of tradition and modernity like Beijing. There 
is such an area of integration in Seoul — Bukchon Hanok 
Village. Bukchon Hanok Village is a must-see destination 
for tourists. If you want to experience the perfection of 
traditional customs and modern trends in Seoul, Bukchon 
Hanok Village is a good choice like Nanluogu Xiang in 
Beijing.

Overlooking Seoul from the Seoul Tower, you may find this 
605 sq km international metropolis is not large in scale, but 
it is worth a lot and densely populated with 10.4 million 
residents. A large field of traditional Korean houses are kept 
in the downtown area which are of great values. In the past, 
high officials and noble lords in the palace lived here and 
left many traditional wooden houses which are reserved 
entirely instead of demolition. The past high officials are 
gone, but this area has become a remarkable district for new 
culture and art with the appearance of galleries, traditional 
Korean houses, restaurants and various traditional culture 
museums.

It is sure that today’s Bukchon Hanok Village cannot be the 
same as it was centuries ago. While traditional architecture 
style of Seoul is kept, modern elements are added. Compared 
to traditional Korean houses, Bukchon Hanok Village doesn’t 
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have a unified style, but it features the structure and beauty 
of Korean houses. It also meets the requirements of density 
and anonymity of urban residence.

Walking in Bukchon Hanok Village, you may be attracted 
not only by the architecture with traditional and fashion 
features, but also by the historical and cultural background 
and beautiful views. Tourists can always feel the vitality 
of Seoul in this traditional and modern area. Such vitality 
is young and old in form, revealing the ancient charm of 
South Korea to tourists. A lot of Korean house experience 
services are offered in this village, for tourists to experience 
traditional Korean culture. In the experience houses, you 
may try drinking coffee, appreciating traditional crafts, 
tasting traditional food and sleeping on the floor. These 
houses are called “guest houses”, in which customs like tea 
ceremony, hanbok wearing, traditional etiquette learning, 
kimchi making, calligraphy writing, sticky rice cake making 
are served. These houses reveal the charm of traditional 
Korean culture while absorbing today’s “power of Seoul”.

Bukchon Hanok Village looks unreal in downtown Seoul 
which is filled with high-rise buildings. It’s not fast paced, 
but it’s the truest Seoul. With classical restraint of the six-
century-old Joseon Dynasty and the reputation of one of the 
world’s pop culture centers, this village reveals a true and 
happy Seoul with its combination of traditional culture and 
modern creativity.

the same in meaning as the guards’ changing performance 
in the Buckingham Palace, vividly presenting its own 
traditional royal court culture. Hence, you may find how 
important this palace is to Seoul and to South Korea.

Power of Fashion and Trends — 
Myeongdong
Seoul is both ancient and modern. It’s only dozens 
of kilometers between Gyeongbokgung Palace and 
Myeongdong, but such a short distance divides two different 
worlds. Perhaps some people don’t know Gyeongbokgung 
Palace, but Myeongdong enjoys a great reputation. It’s one of 
the world’s fashion centers.

Although most tourists are fond of Korean folk customs, 
scenery and historical culture, most of them target 
Myeongdong as their must-see destination. According to 
a survey released by Korea Culture and Tourism Institute 
(KCTI) in 2014, among the 12,000 foreign visitors in South 
Korea last year, the majority of them went to Myeongdong, 
accounting for 58.9%. Myeongdong is also voted as the most 
satisfactory tourist attraction in South Korea. As Seoul is 
a charming city and fashion city in Asia, Myeongdong is 
the resort for world trends. The power of fashion and trend 
enables Myeongdong to be the most popular destination in 
South Korea.

Myeongdong is the cultural and commercial center leading 
trends as well as a gathering place for clothing and cosmetics 
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Having the reputation of the City of Music, Architecture and Art, Vienna is filled with romantic elements with 
poetic beauty and spirituality everywhere. You may be concerned about or fall in love with one form of art once 
visiting Vienna even if you are a layman to art. Vienna is an old royal city and modern art center, an ideal place for 
each art and life connoisseur. It is wonderful to enjoy the immortal Waltzes, the well-arranged royal and modern 
buildings, and experience shopping in the city with European flavor.

Diverse Vienna 

City of Music
Wake up Your Ears in the Heaven of Music
Vienna is the cradle of classic European music. It is hard to 
find another city immersed in such thick music atmosphere 
in the world.

Vienna boasts countless concert halls including regular ones 
and some churches which can be used for concerts for the 
occasion. Going to a concert is almost a daily routine for the 
Viennese. The local people usually buy a ticket and go to the 
concert directly after work and gather to eat dinner on the 
streets at nine o’clock. This is an interesting phenomenon. 
There is an issue about the concert season. Local tour guide 
introduced that the best time for going to a concert in Vienna 
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is between September and mid-October and around the 
Christmas Day. Apart from symphonies, religious music in 
Vienna is also worth listening to. The most famous New 
Year’s Concert is good indeed, but most people fail to book 
the ticket. In fact, Viennese are more willing to listen to the 
rehearsal of New Year’s Concert, whose ticket is only more 
than ten euros and the quality is also good.

The most visited concert hall in Vienna is Musikverein. It’s 
a typical building of the Italian Renaissance. It’s the pivot 
of Vienna music and the venue for Vienna Philharmonic 
Orchestra’s performances all the year round. According to 
tradition, Vienna New Year’s Concert is always held here. 
Interestingly, Musikverein is filled with flowers and the 

breath of spring on New Year's Day. The flowers are from 
San Remo, the Sun City in Italy, which are the best gifts to 
the concert.

City of Architecture
Poetic Flavor of Austrian Architecture
It is a pity for architecture design enthusiasts not having 
been to Vienna for life. 

Situated in the northeast foot basin of the Alps, Vienna 
is surrounded by the Vienna forest and the Danube 
River flowing across the city. In the 18th century, under 
the reign of Maria Terezie and her son, they advocated 
good governance, reform, art and building construction. 
Numerous masters of fine arts and architects were attracted 
here and left gorgeous architecture here. Architecture with 
different styles throughout the city has won the title of 
“Museum of Architecture” for Vienna.

Vienna is home to numerous palaces. We only visited 
Hofburg Palace and Schonbrunn Palace within limited 
touring time. The Hofburg Palace in the center of Vienna 
was constructed in 1275 and has been under reconstruction 
until 1913. It finally developed into a huge palace complex 
consisting of 18 buildings, 2,900 rooms, 19 courtyards 
and 54 exits, covering an area of 240,000 square meters. 
Hofburg Palace is one of the world’s three grand palaces, on 
a par with the Palace of Versailles in Paris and the Imperial 
Palace in Beijing. The latter two palaces are symmetrical in 
layout while Hofburg is not. In Hofburg’s open layout, there 
are palaces, churches, courtyards and gardens in various 
styles including Gothic, Renaissance, Baroque, Rococo and 
classical styles. You can learn about European architecture 
history when visiting Hofburg, whose architecture style and 
the interior frescoes and statues compare favorably with 
those of Versailles. In the extraordinary Heroes’ Square 
in front of Hofburg Palace, we can see two equestrian 
statues: the statue of Archduke Charles of Austria resisting 
Napoleon, and the statue of Prince Eugene of Savoy resisting 
foreign aggression. In the middle of the plaza, there is the 
statue of Emperor Franz. The statue of Empress Elisabeth of 
Austria ( Sisi ) is located inside the Sisi Museum. Apart from 
being used as the presidential palace, Hofburg Palace is also 
used for exhibition and cultural facilities.

City of Culture
Romantic Flavor of Vienna 
Austrian are the people who love art. In their eyes, art is air, 
art is life. Viennese cannot live without art. Painting, music, 
architecture, sculpture and design in Vienna enjoy a high 
reputation, which are the pride of Austria. Also famous are 

the Vienna School of philosophy, Vienna Circle of literature 
and Vienna School of fantastic realism as well as food art 
and coffee art. 

Coffee is one thing Viennese are proud of. They even equate 
it with music and the waltz, which are regarded as the 
Three Treasures of Vienna. It is said that a coffee shop 
appears every five steps. This is surely an exaggeration. But 
it is true that there are countless coffee shops in Vienna. 
There are at least dozens of coffee bistros on street corners, 
coffee shops around universities, luxurious coffee houses 
beside theaters and the royal palace. Some coffee shops start 
business at 6:30 am and get closed at 2:00 am the next day. 
Thus, it is fair to say the air in the city of music is not only 
filled with music rhythms but also pervaded with fragrance 
of coffee. Drinking coffee has become part of Viennese life. 
People can meet friends, play chess, read books, write books, 
read newspapers (newspapers from different countries are 
available) or watch TV in a corner in a coffee house only by 
paying for a cup of coffee.

Food culture is also thriving in Vienna. In general, it’s 
impossible that one can’t find something good to eat in 
Vienna. There are many places you can choose. The cheapest 
and most interesting food are available in all kinds of stalls, 
coffee shops and restaurants in the Naschmarkt, all of which 
are open from Monday to Saturday. In addition, tourists can 
also dine in university canteens, e.g. Technical University. 
Prices of main dishes there range from 3.2 to 4.8 euros. 
Small bars, quiet coffee houses, small restaurants of rural 
styles and grand hotels serve authentic Viennese dishes.

In Vienna, you can be a pragmatist, being disdainful of the 
so-called advanced and classical things. You can also be 
immersed in it, living an elegant life with taste.  
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Dubai is absolutely a miracle city in the desert.

Located in the desert hinterland, Dubai has developed from a little fishing village into a global financial hub. It 
not only overturns the standard notion of the aridity and desolation of a desert city, but also leads the world’s trend 
with its advanced urban construction. Tourists are amazed by this miracle city with the combination of modernity and 
luxury: Burj Khalifa Tower, the tallest building in the world, Burj Al Arab Hotel, the world's only 7 star hotel, 
the world's largest music fountain and shopping mall, and Bugatti Veyron, the luxury car joining the Dubai Police 
fleet. 

Dubai, a Miracle City in Desert

This is a City with Boats
Before going to Dubai, I thought sand and dust must be 
everywhere in this city which is built in desert. Rivers and 
boats could only exist in dreams. However, to my surprise, 
there is not only a beautiful Dubai Creek, tourists can even 
take a traditional wooden made Abbra boat, enjoying the 
striking view with the prosperous city on one side and the 
old city on the other side.

Dubai Creek divides Dubai into two parts with the new 
modern city Bur Dubai on one side and the old part Deira 
retaining Dubai’s history on the other side. If you want to 
experience local culture, you can take the traditional Abbra 
on the creek. Abbra is the unique dhow made of wood in 
Dubai which was used for sea communications. Now it is 
kept for tourism. The banks of Dubai Creek bring different 
visual experiences: on the prosperous Bur Dubai side, 
there are clustered modern buildings, whose huge glass 
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walls shine under the sun, airing an atmosphere of fashion 
metropolis; on the Deira side, features of the old town are 
retained, you may feel you are in the old times in an instant. 

Metro rail transit in Dubai consists of the Red Line and 
Green Line. When taking the rail transit, you need to swipe 
the card for entrance. The ticket price depends on the 
distance, regions passed by and the types of passengers’ 
cards. For foreign tourists, attention must be paid that not 
every compartment is available. In Dubai’s rail transit 
system, there are compartments for golden card passengers, 
compartments exclusively for women and children and 
ordinary compartments. Obvious information signs are 
shown over the compartments and on the platforms. If you 
are in the wrong compartment, you may be turfed out or 
even fined.

World’s Famous Architecture in the Desert
In the American blockbuster Mission Impossible: Ghost 
Protocol, Tom Cruise climbed on the Burj Khalifa Tower to 
a height soaring above the horizon. Many people are very 
impressed by this building. When the sand storm blotted 
out the scene, one can feel how difficult it is to build this 

The Eighth Wonder of the World,              
Palm Islands
When visiting Dubai, what one most wonders at is its 
astonishing architectural shapes. Palm Islands, the eighth 
wonder of the world, bring such wonder into perfection.

It’s amazing that such architecture is artificially made by 
reclamation work instead of by nature. In the 1990s, Dubai 
was faced with a development predicament: all of its sand 
beaches have been developed. Thus, Dubai decided to build 
artificial islands and made an island building plan on an 
unprecedented scale.

The Palm Islands project started in 2001. It’s one of the 
largest land renovation projects in the world. The islands 
stretch 12 square kilometers, and the artificial part 
stretching into the Arabian Gulf up to 5.5 kilometers. The 
whole project consists of a palm tree trunk island, 17 palm 
tree like small islands and the circular breakwater. It’s said 
that Dubai employed the world’s unique private satellite 
IKONOS, whose functions compare favorably to military 
satellites of Russia and the US.

According to the islands plan, there are 12,000 private 
residences and 10,000 apartments, including over 100 
luxury hotels and other facilities like ports, water theme 
park, restaurants, shopping centers, and diving sites. The 
most famous one among them is Atlantis, The Palm in 
Dubai, which is known to most Chinese people through the 
movie Dwelling in the Fuchun Mountains.

The biggest feature of the Atlantis resort is its various 
water themes: There is “the lost aquarium”, which creates a 
mysterious submarine world, and has over 60,000 kinds of 
sea life; there is the biggest water park and Dolphin Bay in 
the Middle East; in addition, there is the Water World with 
pagoda-like facility up to 40 m which is named after the sea-
god Poseidon, full of mysterious elements.

Khalifa. This hotel stands on an artificial island in Dubai, 
with 56 floors in total, and a height of 315.9 m. The shape 
of the structure is designed to mimic the sail of a ship, thus 
it is known as the ship-shaped hotel. For most Chinese, 
this hotel has a more popular name: the 7 star hotel. In 
fact, there are no hotels ranking more than 5 stars in hotel 
star ratings. “7 star” is a praise and honor people give to 
this hotel. The name of the hotel is Burj Al Arab. Idea of 
building this hotel was first given by defense minister of 
the United Arab Emirates, the crown prince of Dubai. He 
dreamed to leave a landmark rivaling the Effiel Tower in 
France. With Dubai’s strong economic support and bright 
ideas of over 100 designers in the world, this dream-like 
building finally came into being. We can only use luxury 
to describe this hotel. Strong Islamic style is combined 
with modern high tech architectural means here. World’s 
famous artists’ paintings are hanging on the wall. Each 
room is equipped with 17 phones. Even doorknobs and toilet 
pipes are gilded. It’s certain that such luxurious facilities 
result in high fees. But not all tourists can get access to this 
hotel for visiting. You cannot enter here freely if you do not 
stay here for accommodation or dining. 

skyscraper in the desert.

Previously known as Burj Dubai, the skyscraper was 
renamed as Burj Khalifa after its completion. In ancient 
Arabia, Khalifa means “the supreme leader in the Islamic 
world” which is also the title of the ruler in the Arabia 
empire. In addition, president of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) in which Dubai is an emirate and ruler of Abu Dhabi 
is also named Khalifa. During the financial crisis, Burj 
Khalifa Tower was also faced with financial problems. To 
avoid leaving it uncompleted, ruler of Abu Dhabi Khalifa 
funded this skyscraper. Hence, this tower is now called Burj 
Khalifa Tower.

Burj Khalifa is the tallest building in the world, standing at 
828 m, at a cost of USD $ 1.5 billion. Taking the surrounding 
facilities into account, the cost is over USD $ 7 billion. There 
are 162 floors, with hotels, restaurants below the 37th 
floors. The world’s first Armani Hotel is situated at the 1st-
8th floors and the 38th-39th floors. the 45th-108th floors 
are apartments. An outdoor observation deck is on the 123rd 
floor, providing a panoramic view of Dubai.

Burj Al Arab Hotel enjoys an equal reputation with Burj 


