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Morocco & Its Historie Cities

An exotic destination, an eternal attvaction, a place of vich cultuval
ambiance wheve digfevent civilizations blend peacebully, wheve hevitage and

fashion meet: Movocco is all these things and move.

The 1942 movie Casablanca
made an unknown city and an
entire country known to the
world.

Today’'s Morocco has a
population of 33 million people
including cities and ports of
over 1 million inhabitants. As
early as the ninth century BC,
people of different clans and
tribes lived here. Morocco's
handicrafts, agriculture,
animal husbandry and trade
have been well developed since
ancient times, with frequent
cultural exchanges with other
countries, a large population and
a stable society, with numerous
historical and cultural sites well
preserved.

Located north of the African continent, Morocco’s coast
stretches over 1,700 kilometers along the Atlantic Ocean and
reaches past the Strait of Gibraltar into the Mediterranean
Sea. Morocco is 13 kilometers from the European continent.
Close to European Christian civilization, Morocco is also
the westernmost country of the Arab world and avoided
the disputes between different Islamic sects, developing
unique cultural traditions and maintaining social stability.

Influenced by France, Spain and
Great Britain for a long part of
its history, Moroccans speak
not only Arabic but also French
and Spanish. Many primitive
tribes in the country have their
own dialects and cultures.
Mountains run northeast to
southwest forming the backbone
of the country and blocking the
heat of the Sahara Desert in the
south. Thus the country has been
labeled “a cool land under the hot
sun” and a “garden country of
North Africa”.

A unique culture and exotic
regional characteristics make
Morocco an ideal tourist
destination for travelers from
all over the world. Marrakesh is an ancient city in the south
and one of the four former imperial cities in Moroccan
history. Founded in 1062 AD, the old city was the starting
point of a trade route that traversed the Sahara and occupies
an important position in trade and transportation history.
Famous places of interest include Koutoubia Mosque, the
ancient tombs, the Royal Palace and Jemaa el-Fnaa. The
Agdal Gardens were built in the 12th century, Saadian
Tombs in the 16th century and Bahia Palace in the 19th
century. There is also the Dar Si Said Museum, the snowy
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Atlas Mountains and a magnificent waterfall. Known for its
well-preserved historical sites, serene gardens and exquisite
architecture, Marrakesh is nicknamed the “Red City” or
“Ochre City”. Marrakesh has won the title of Best Tourist
Destination six times in global competitions, beating even
beautiful Cape Town to the title of Best Tourist Destination
in Africa.

With a population of over 3 million, Casablanca is the
largest city in Morocco. Located on the Atlantic coast, the
city has a temperate climate and evergreen trees. Like Crete,
Casablanca features white architecture. Under French
protection, Casablanca was dubbed the “White Capital”.
The huge Hassan II Mosque built of white marble is an
architectural miracle. At 200 meters tall with state-of-the-
art facilities, it towers over the city, the third largest mosque
in the world after Mecca's Masjid al-Haram and Egypt's Al-
Azhar Mosque. Casablanca is also a city of fashion with
various modern entertainment and recreation facilities.

Eighty-eight kilometers from Casablanca lies Rabat, the
capital city of Morocco. Rabat is also one of the four imperial

cities of Morocco and has a population of over 2 million. It
was first built in the 12th century. Most of the old city that
remains today was built in the 18th century and looks like
an Arabic city of the Middle Ages. The 69-meter-high Hassan
Tower in the southeast of the city is the highest minaret in
West Africa. The Royal Palace, Museum of Moroccan Arts,
Rabat Archaeological Museum and blocks in the old city
are all good places for visitors. The Kasbah of the Udayas,
Mausoleum of Mohammed V and Chellah are fine choices
to appreciate the history and culture of Rabat. Rabat has a
soft sandy beach stretching dozens of kilometers along the
Atlantic coast.

Agadir is a port city in the southwest Morocco with a history
of over 1,000 years. The city faces the Atlantic Ocean and is
next to the fertile Souss Plain. The towering Atlas Mountains
stand between the city and the Sahara in the south, blocking
the desert heat. In Agadir, it is spring all year round. A world
famous tourist destination, Agadir was selected the most
beautiful city in Morocco by Moroccans themselves.

Tetouan is a historical city of northwestern Morocco.

People lived here as early as the ninth century BC when
fortifications were built. The old town of Tetouan has
three walls, seven city gates and 36 mosques and chapels.
Gardens, fountains and mosques offer historical clues into
how Arabic civilization spread to Spain from here in the
early Middle Ages.

Situated in the Rif Mountains and with pristine air,
Chefchaouen is known as one of Morocco's most charming
cities. It is a well-ordered Arabic city and a tourist resort
favored by travelers from all over the world. The stone-
paved main square, eye-catching castle enclosed in red walls
and famous mosque are all attractive. Within the castle is a
garden-style folk custom museum.

Meknes, one of the four Moroccan imperial cities, is a sacred
place of Islam. First built in the 10th century, Meknes
became a fortress in the 11th century and was made the
capital of Morocco in 1673. There are many buildings,
cultural sites and relics from Roman times, mosques from
the Middle Ages and Islamic institutes.

Tangier is located on the North African coast at the western
entrance to the Strait of Gibraltar where the Mediterranean
Sea meets the Atlantic Ocean off Cape Spartel. It is the
largest tourism and cultural center in Morocco. As early as
the sixth century BC, Phoenicians built a city here. There is
Arabic architecture, Grand Socco and Kasbah in the medina.
Everything is possible in Tangier, a city that has attracted
countless modern artists and musicians including the
Rolling Stones.

Fes, another of the four imperial cities and also a holy place
of Islam, is situated in northern Morocco. Built as Islam
spread west, the city was West Africa’s first Arabic city. First
built in 790 AD, Fes is a blue city. Kairaouine Mosque and
Zaouia Moulay Idriss IT are among the most popular tourist
attractions.

Morocco is the first constitutional monarchy among Arab
countries where tradition lives in harmony with fashion.
Even if aimlessly wandering this country you will find
every place is a destination worthy of exploration.
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Chongqing

A CITY WITH MAGIC & MULTIPLE

CHARACTERISTICS

Chongging is a city van through by  Jialing River which feeds into the Lfangtae River and its the home to the “ Lhree
Govges Cultuve; it is also a lavge and flouvishing monntain city with voads winding along the mountain; it is an
ancient city with Cighteon Stairs of hundveds of years' histovy about mavketplac; it is also a city with avant garde
avts vepresented by the lavgest stveet gallevy FHluangjueping which shows unvivalled modewn vitality and passion.

lLabels.

Cigikou - nostalgia of the river city

There is an old saying that Cigikou came into being before
the city of Chongging. In ancient times, there were no cars or
trains and transportation through waterway was the main
means. Located in Jialing River, Cigikou dock transported
the goods and facilitated the development of Chongging tens
of hundreds of years ago.

As the most well-known port, Ciqgikou was prosperous

Maybe only people who come to the city can construct a magical and chavactevistic city of their own ont of so many

in Chongging at one time. The old folk song which said
“thousands of people working in the daytime and tens
of thousands of lights at night” was about the booming
business of Cigikou. In the past, people working at the dock
led a very hard life but also made a decent earning, and
people were also good at entertaining themselves. In the
daytime, ships of various kinds harbored and people worked
very hard. And in the evening, the bistros and tea houses
were full of customers until very late.
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The once old dock has had its logistic function replaced by
new modern port and the past history only lingers in the
memory. In the gray wall and tiles, Ci Qikou looks remote
and gorgeous. The waves of Jialing River lap the history and
people’s mind and nostalgia floats over the whole city.

Eighteen Stairs - tenderness of mountain city

There are two popular pedestrian streets in Chongging, one
being the pedestrian street of Liberation Monument, which
is known as the busiest street with many top world brands
and many beautiful girls, even people who have never been
to Chongging have heard about this street. The other is The
Eighteen Stairs which is not as popular but also contains
profound culture of Chongging and shall not be missed by
tourists.

Walking out of the Jiaochangkou subway station and standing
in the front of Sunlight and Moonlight Plaza, you can see
many cloud-capped skyscrapers and it's as bustling as other
downtown districts. Across the road there is a road sign and a
downward stone road lying besides the notice. Looking down
here, the view is very different and a city full of charm has
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surfaced with deep gaze into the soul of Chongging.

It is important to understand the attributes of mountain
Chongging before trying to know the Eighteen Stairs which
links the upper half and down half of the old Chongging city.
People walking on the stairs cannot help but wondering its
antiquity in the context of modern Chongqing. These stairs
are steep and built with pebbles and the stairs wind all the
way through downtown district at the top of the mountain
to the old district at the foot of mountain. There are many
gravures on the stairs and many two-story wooden houses
along the road. Although one can see a lot of high-rises here
and it is only a road away from the most prosperous street
of Liberation Monument, it offers the original flavor of
Chongqing.

Walking along the old stairs, one can taste the sentiment of
old Chongging and see many rarely seen occupations like
carpenters, tailors and vendors selling needles and threads
and even the most popular video playing theaters in the 1990s
can be found here. This is absolutely a typical Chongging style
street with no modern business influence and one can hear
people playing mahjong and commotion of children.

1t stores the past history like amber and presents an image of
traditional life in Chongging. However, for residents living here,
it is not artistic and romantic. What awaits stairs is large scale
renovation which will make them disappear in the history
of Chongging. Among the skyscrapers, it has become the last
tenderness in mountain city for people to feel.

Huangjueping night market - taste of delicacy
and avant garde arts

The foggy forest-like city in the daytime slowly settles down
with the advent of the night. The night in Chongqing always
reveals a charming vigor in lights, rivers and mountains and
welcomes the journey of gourmets.

It is difficult to judge the role of hot pot in the Chongqing
cuisine. As far as Chongqing is concerned, most people
would thing about its hotpot. Actually, the food in Chongqing
is more than that. Since ancient times, Chongqing was very
resourceful and served as the hub of waterway trade which
gave birth to a variety of gourmet culture, whereas hotpot
was only part of the culture.

Unlike other cities, the best choice for people to taste original

food in Chongging is the night market instead of high-end
restaurants since the food in Chongging is well known for

its taste and low price. Luxury cars are often seen along
the path of the night markets, among them Huangjueping
is the most interesting one and the best representative of
Chongging food.

Huangjueping night market opens the earliest among other
markets in the city. Since it is located in the neighborhood
of Sichuan Fine Arts Institute, vendors usually start their
business in the early evening to receive the university
students who flock to the night market after class. Although
students-packed is the most salient feature of Huangjueping,
it is very difficult to satisfy their needs. Vendors have to
compete for their taste and price instead of their decoration.
The snack counters offer countless kinds of delicious food,
most of which are very genuine Chongqging food.

At night, people have a taste of Huang Jueping delicacy and
a view of creative paintings, and then the spicy taste on the
tip of tongue is gradually replaced by the enchanting charms
of the city.
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Boston: Heart of the US

Founded in eavly 17¢h century, Boston is one of; the ancient cities of the US. Dt might seom improper to
descvibe anything as “ancient” in a country only about 200 years old. Boston witnessed many fivses in this
young countvy like the beginning of the Amevican Way of Ondependence. Of other modern cities ave the

face of; the US, then Boston is the heavt of the nation.

Beacon Hill

Beacon Hill is actually a high piece of land rather than a hill.
It is one of the earliest and most expensive neighborhoods
in Boston. There are kerosene street lamps, cobbled lanes
and rough stone-paved roads. The sash windows add a lazy,
private air to the luxury villas. Walking up, you will find
a building with a golden dome: the Massachusetts State
House. As it is in a prominent location at the top of the hill,

the term “Beacon Hill” is used by local media to refer to state
government.

As one of the oldest neighborhoods in Boston, Beacon Hill
was home to inhabitants even before the US was founded.
Most of the early residents here were British who amassed
enormous fortunes passed down to the present day. The
residents of Beacon Hill are called the “Brahman of Boston,”
the most affluent class of Boston. Most graduated from
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Harvard University and occupy important positions in
culture, art, science, politics and academia. They are closely
connected with the upper class. They still stick to many old
European ideas that are alien to American culture. Despite
living in a country with liberal ideas, they highly value
family background and tend to marry people of the same
social class.

Wandering around Beacon Hill you feel as if you are in a
European town. The old lanes are a little bumpy but very
clean. The tranquility of the streets is occasionally broken
by birdsong. The houses sit next to each other in a neat
order. The European-style cafés, restaurants and shops
are exquisite, romantic and expensive. Most young people
passing by are dressed in a simple but elegant way.

Harvard University

Originally "New College", the college was renamed in 1639
after John Harvard who left the school half his financial
estate and a library of some 400 books.

People can hardly find the main entrance to Harvard as the
campus is surrounded by old walls with a variety of gates,
but no main entrance. Unlike modern universities, it is as if
you have transcended time to hundreds of years ago as you
stroll the campus. As one of the most prestigious universities
in the world, Harvard has the largest academic library in the
Us.

Harvard University Library is not one library but a library
system that comprises over 70 libraries with nearly 17
million volumes. It is impossible to visit each of the libraries
during a trip. Most travelers go to Widener Library, the
center-piece of the entire Harvard Library system named
after Harry Elkins Widener, an alumnus of Harvard and
an avid bibliophile. Born to a wealthy Philadelphia family,
Widener and his father died on the Titanic in 1912. The
library was funded by his mother after his death.

At the building’s heart are the Widener Memorial Rooms.
They display a photo of Widener, papers and mementos
recalling his life, as well as his collection. A well-preserved
Gutenberg Bible donated by the Widener family is quite rare
and of great historical value as one of the first published
Bibles.

Quincy Market

There is nothing special about Quincy Market. It consists of
central, northern and southern buildings. Besides shopping,
you can also appreciate the elegant and beautiful historic
architecture here.

Quincy Market sells a wide range of commodities, but the

market is best known for its delicious food. You can find
both restaurants and snack bars, and enjoy elegant French,
Turkish, Asian and Italian cuisine. Seafood soup and lobster
roll are two of the most popular local foods favored by
travelers. Lobster, a luxurious delicacy in China, is one of the
cheapest gourmet foods at Quincy Market.

Americans love meat like beef, chicken and pork, but they
lack interest in seafood. What's more, the Atlantic Ocean is
teeming with seafood and lots of lobsters are transported
to market to be sold at incredibly low prices in early fall
every year. Chinese tourists are always heartily tucking into
lobsters here. If you are not accustomed to the American
way of cooking lobsters, try the boiled lobsters in the
market.

The dining environment of Quincy Market certainly cannot
compare with that of a restaurant at a star hotel. People
just find seats for themselves and enjoy the delicious food
regardless of whether they are eating gracefully or not.
That's exactly the way the grassroots people live in Boston.
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Rome

Romantic Outdoor Museum

TRome is legendary, ancient, histovic . .. a city people long to see. Lfet simple adjectives dont do justice to
the Dtalian capital of seven hills. Rome is much, much move than that. Rome was also the ancient capital
of the western wovld, founder of a classical civilization. [Julins Caesar's chaviot vumbled in these stveets.
Spaveacus shocked this Land. Audvey Hepburn's Laughter lingers. Almost every eva left its mavk on Rome
over the Last 2,000 years. ome is not just a city but also a vomantic ontdoor musenm of; history.

Roman Forum

The Roman Forum marks the center of the city. A marshy
lake was drained to build a square market and meeting
place. Later rulers of Rome built temples, palaces, meeting
halls and government institutions. Each building is a

witness to the glory of its builder. Most of the architecture
was made of stone. That's why they remain today, 2,500
years later.

The forum was rebuilt several times in its long history.
Through the decline of the Roman Empire during the Middle
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Ages, the Renaissance and the era of nautical exploration,
Rome's glory waned. Stones were pinched to build palaces
and churches as the once-glorious forum turned to ruins.

The forum we see today began to be unearthed in the
18th century. The excavation finished in the 19th century.
When the 2,500-year-old forum meets the eye, people are
surprised by its beauty and glamour. The Arch of Titus, Arch
of Augustus, Arch of Septimius Severus, Temple of Caesar,
Temple of Vesta and the Temple of Venus & Rome are among
the most famous sites at the forum, attracting tourists,
archaeologists and historians from around the world.

Colosseum

The construction of the Colosseum by 800,000 Jewish and
Arabic slaves began under the emperor Vespasian in 70
AD to celebrate the Roman conquest of Jerusalem. The
24,000-square-meter Colosseum is 188 meters long, 156
meters wide and 527 meters around. The wall is 57 meters
tall. The Colosseum has three parts: the arena, cavea and
podium. Visitors can see the mazelike hypogeum and the
mechanism used to transport animals and gladiators in the
past.
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Many tourists feel something familiar about the Colosseum
as most modern stadiums were originally inspired by its
design. The Colosseum can hold around 90,000 spectators.
However, it is a symbol of barbarism and slavery rather
than a symbol of civilization.

The gladiators were professional killers who fought to
entertain the emperor, lords and slave owners. They were
the humblest slaves in Rome. However, some became
superstars due to their superb fighting skills. It is said that
many aristocratic women worshipped the brave fighters and
the gladiator Celadus was adored like David Beckham today.
It seems a paradox that gladiators were both the slaves and
idols of the aristocracy.

The Colosseum was not only a magnificent building but also
changed the history of Rome. The course of Roman history
was changed by both Caesar and Spartacus. Spartacus was
a Roman hero as famous as Caesar that Karl Marx called “the
true representative of the proletariat”.

Dissatisfied with the Roman aristocracy controlling their
fate, the gladiators led by Spartacus staged an uprising that
changed the history of Rome. The history was as thrilling as
the story in movies and TV shows.

Trevi Fountain

Rome has been called “the capital of fountains”. There are
fountains of different styles at almost every large square
or crossroad, of which Trevi between Venice Square and
Spanish Square is the most famous. Also known as Virgin
Waters, Trevi Fountain was built at the intersection of
three roads and marked the terminus of the Acqua Vergine,
the revived Aqua Virgo, one of the aqueducts that supplied
water to ancient Rome.

Although it was not usually a complex task to build a
fountain, Trevi took over 30 years to finish as a large amount
of the time was spent on the sculptures represented by
Pietro Bracci's Oceanus, the god of all water. Each sculpture
has a different, vivid facial expression and the fountain is
ingeniously designed. Sitting against a majestic palace, the
fountain, palace and sculptures perfectly harmonize. They
look particularly beautiful in twilight.

Each day Trevi Fountain attracts many visitors. The legend
goes that if one throws a coin into the fountain using right
hand over left shoulder, the wish will come true. If the
second coin splashes, the thrower will one day return to
Rome. The coins are collected and used to maintain the
ancient buildings.
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Riga: Soul City of Baltic Sea

Most touvists' impvession about Riga, the capital city of Aatvia, is the magnificent skyline seen from
the Left bank of "Daugava River. < Lhe Gothic peaks of the chuvches in the QOn “Lown give you a sense
of history. Actually Riga’s histovy can be tvaced back to the 12¢h century and the architectuve of; the
city with its own style is pleasant to the eye. Besides, Riga is also a city of culture, gouvmet f00d and
Leisuve. ¢ can be said that Riga is the soul city of; the Baltic Sea.

History & geographic location

Riga is the capital of Latvia and the largest city of Baltic
States with a population of 693,064 inhabitants in 2014. Riga
was founded in the 12th century, making it a city with more
than 800 years of history.

Riga is a port city, which historically has enjoyed a lot of
trade when German merchants started trading in this area.
With its excellent geographic location where Latvia's biggest
river “Daugava” flows out into the sea, Riga has always been
a great attraction to other nations, which is to explain why
it has been ruled by Germans, Polish, Swedish and Russians
over the course of history.

Latvia is a part of European Union, so if you travel to Riga
and have Schengen visa, you will be able to visit other

countries and cities within European Union. The official
currency of Latvia is Euro, which is of great convenience
for travellers wanting to visit other parts of Europe besides
Riga.

Architecture & culture

Riga's architecture consists of Art Nouveau, Modernism,
wooden buildings and masonry.

Old Town in Riga is the city's heart. With its historic
buildings, friendly leisure venues, spacious squares and
narrow and romantic streets, Old Town is the right place for
sightseers. Whether you prefer sitting in a summer garden or
terrace in an old square surrounded by stunning houses or
strolling through the winding streets enjoying the historic
atmosphere and present liveliness, Old Town of Riga is the
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place to come to!

The wide range of countries which have occupied it explains
Riga's cultural variety and richness. This year, 2014,
Riga is a Cultural Capital of Europe with more than 100
special events taking place. Riga offers culture activities to
everyone's taste. National Opera was founded in 1918, where
opera and ballet performances are held. Theaters in Riga
offer shows mostly in Latvian or Russian. There are Latvian
National Theater, Riga Russian Theater, Daile Theater and
others.

There is a saying if you want to predict future you must
study history. To better understand Latvian culture and
its roots, Latvian Ethnography Open-Air Museum will do
the job. Those interested in history must visit Museum of
Occupation of Latvia, which reveals Latvia’s history from
1940 until 1991, when Latvia was occupied by Nazi Germany
and Soviet Union successively.

Nature & sports

Riga is probably one of the greenest cities in the world as
you will find a constant presence of threes everywhere in
Riga, from suburbs to city center. Here are some of the parks
worth visiting in Riga. Esplanade Park, located in city center
and surrounded by Elizabetes, Kalpaka, Krisjana Valdemara
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streets. Another park worth seeing is Bastion Hill, located a
few hundred meters from Monument of Freedom, probably
one of the most romantic places in the city.

If you happen to visit Riga during the hockey season, a must
see is a local hockey club “Dinamo Riga” game usually held
in “Arena Riga”, where other big sports events or concerts
are held. Or if you happen to be a basketball fan, visit some
of basketball club “VEF Riga” home games. Those who love
outdoor activities, head to city Sigulda, located 50 km from
Riga. In summer time, go kayaking in the river Gauja or in
winter time, rent skis and enjoy slopes of Sigulda.

Shopping & food

In Riga you can find a variety of shopping malls, boutique
shops, fresh foods markets and friendly Sunday markets.
Amber is the most famous gemstone in Baltic region. You
will find lots of amber shops in old Riga, though, usually
15-20% percent more expensive than in other places due to
high tourist traffic. If you want to save some money, look
for amber shops outside old Riga. Women will love organic
cosmetics “Madara”, locally produced using all natural
ingredients.

In my childhood memories, the best and probably the
healthiest food made by my mom was black bread, little

toasted and spread with honey together with a cup of fresh
milk to enjoy, simple, but perfect combination. Buy some
honey to take home with you or as a present for friends and
family, they will love it more than a typical fridge magnet
souvenir brought from elsewhere.

You can also find a fine selection of restaurants in Riga. Opt
for the ones with local and fresh products. I suggest you try a
whole variety of restaurants from road side eateries to fancy
downtown restaurants. You must try “Lido”, where you
will find a big variety of typical Latvian comfort food. Also
aim to visit “3 knives restaurant” with 3 set lunch including
des ert which will bring you back around 13 Euros. In
restaurant “Biblioteka Nr. 1", with very central location, a
meal for two will cost you 50-100 euros.

10 reasons you should visit Riga
Riga - European Capital of Culture 2014, with more than 100
special events taking place.

Riga - capital of Baltic culture. National Opera offers year
round world famous artists shows, concert halls and
theaters offer great entertainment.

Riga - architectural pearl. Start from old Riga to 800-year-
old Gothic churches. A walk through Riga will be an
adventure to every visitor.

Riga - gastronomic journey. Riga is famous for its fusion
cuisine. You will be able to enjoy traditional Latvian dishes
as well as food newly created by some of the best chefs in the
trade.

Riga - place for active rest. Its abundance of parks, rivers,
sea and lakes makes Riga a perfect place for those who like
outdoor sports activities.

Riga - place where centuries meet. That can be seen in Riga's
architecture, and every century has left its footprints here.

Riga - place for beauty and well-being. If in Riga, one must
try Latvian Sauna as well as enjoy various SPA located in the
center of Riga.

Riga - place for shopping. Starting from locally produced
honey and organic cosmetics to world famous brands.

Riga - city for your health. Medical tourism is no new to Riga
and its visitors. Professional doctors and medical personnel
will help to boost your health.

Riga - city for your business. It is an ideal place for team
building, conference and forum activities. Its infrastructure
and convenience will not disappoint you.

For more and up to date information, please visit the official tourism portal
of Riga City - www.liveriga.com
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London: A Graceful City

WOhen a man is tived of London, he is tived of life; fov theve is in London all that life can afford,” said Samuel
(Johnson. Ok is indeed so. < Lheve ave venowned musewns, stately Buckingham Palace, pavks throughout the city,
a booming financial center, Loisuvely afternoon tea and lively nightlife. Aondon is such a city wheve one can find
anything he wants. O you had to describe the city in one wovd, it is “graceful’”.

Classicism

Different from other international cities like New York,
Shanghai and Tokyo, London is several hundred years
behind the developed cities mentioned above seen from
its exterior. Many buildings in London have a history of
over 100 years. Exquisitely built of blocks or stones, these
buildings are simple, stable and beautiful. Most of the houses
are old, but well maintained. Few new buildings have more
than 10 floors, and thus they live in harmony with this
ancient city very well. You can hardly believe London is one

of the most developed cities in the world before you get to
know the population and economic statistics of this city.

Traveling in London is like traveling between city and a
park. London has some of the most expensive land in the
world. Meanwhile, it is also a city of parks where you don't
need to seek out scenic spots as scenery is everywhere.
London has over 100 parks with beautiful views. For
example, Hyde Park covers 142 hectares and Regent's Park
covers over 160 hectares. You will know what a real garden
city looks like after you come to London. You can hardly tell
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whether you are in a city or in a garden here in London. You
can find foxes, deer and ducks in the parks.

I was surprised to find such things in London: vintage
cars, architecture over a hundred years old, and parks and
gardens. What made me even more surprised was the red
telephone boxes. They are still available, although few people
actually use them. It is said that British Telecom wanted to
dismantle them, but Londoners insisted they should be kept.

Royal family

The British people like to play jokes on the Queen, but they
do this out of good will as she is the only person who should
not be laughed at in the UK. During the recent Scottish
independence referendum, although the pro-independence
camp and the pro-union camp had different political ideas,
both admitted the queen as their queen. To understand
London, one has to first know about the British royal family.
Like most tourists, I also went to Buckingham Palace.

Originally known as Buckingham House, the building was
built by the Duke of Buckingham in 1703. Buckingham
Palace became the official royal palace of the British
monarch on the accession of Queen Victoria in 1837. It is
the royal residence of Queen Elizabeth today where the
queen meets the prime minster and other ministers, and
holds national ceremonies, banquets and other important
activities. Buckingham Palace, together with the Forbidden
City, the White House, the Palace of Versailles and the
Kremlin, is one of the five world-famous palaces.

It was impossible for me to see the Queen myself, but the
changing of the guard is a must-see for visitors. A new
guard marches from Wellington Barracks to Buckingham
Palace to exchange duty with the old guard. The handover is
accompanied by a Guards band.

The royal family plays an important role in British people’s
life: the most popular topics for Londoners are the royal
family and the weather. From Princess Diana and Prince
Charles to William and Harry, the royal family attracts great
concern from people.

To some extent, London people’s attitude towards the royal
family represents their conservatism on the one hand and
rebelliousness on the other. Londoners respect conservative
values but also advocate rebelliousness and that explains
why the rebellious Prince Harry is the most favored royal
among Londoners in opinion polls.

British style

During my visit to London, I found whether street vendors,
taxi drivers or waiters all behaved as a gentleman. They

didn't give you the feeling “customers are god,” but were
polite enough and that was the British style I liked.

You can hardly find Londoners dressed in a casual way. Even
elderly ladies shopping in markets are well dressed. Men
were often in suits, while women were dressed in a delicate,
fashionable and noble way. Similarly, you seldom hear
vulgar words or see rude behavior. This elegant British style
is largely due to the profound art and culture of London. The
latest films, operas, musicals and drama are showing every
day in London and Londoners regard them as a part of their
lives. That is probably why the British Museum opens for
free even during an economic crisis.

A traveler like me cannot see everything in the British
Museum as the museum is too large for one to go around
hurriedly in one day. Built in 1753, the museum is a Roman
style building and known as one of the three most famous
museums worldwide.

Though the museum is called the British Museum, its
exhibits are all-inclusive. This is closely related with the
colonial history of Britain and most of the exhibits are
“plunder” as Victor Hugo termed it. The former sun-never-
sets empire has collected numerous precious artistic works
from other countries.
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