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The Silk Road

The Silk Road is the link between the oriental and the occidental civilizations,
and the path to mystery and treasure which is worth exploring and reviewing.

Lditors' note: Views along the Silk Road have been introduced a lot. < Lhe writer attampts to intvoduce move velated

contents and evavel essentials at a diffevent angle.

Bird-view of Silk Road

Lofty peaks, snow-capped mountains, marshy grasslands,
oases, vast deserts, blue lakes, meandering rivers, old cities
and more other aged images paint a picture of the Silk Road.
The awe-inspiring sight of the cloud-kissing snow-capped
mountains and the white clouds and mist above it wins its
esteem and worship from the viewers. Dwelling in the Alps,
the highest mountain region of Europe is the father of gods
Zeus, what gods are there in the higher oriental mountains?
Were the sword-like rock walls formed by nature? Views
also along the Silk Road are green meadows and camps on
them, villages in the valley, fresh fruit, thousands of species
and handcraft workshops. The Silk Road presents various

flavors, products, songs and dances, grand markets, temples,
towers, religious service praises and its old-timed image.
The Gobi desert formed in the Cambrian times is a true
portrayal of Silk Road. There are so many views and endless
stories. Traveling on the Silk Road, you may see vast sky,
bright sunshine and brilliant civilization.

Linking oriental and occidental civilizations

The Silk Road is closely connected with the emerging
great navigation era as well as the histories of oriental and
occidental civilizations. With it, the world is full of diversity
and differences between the east and west as well as
wonders created in the intermingling process. Without it,
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the world history might have been dull. The road serves as a

link and a springboard. Intersected histories and numerous
folk products along the way form a splendid and mysterious
scenery line in the world.

No matter how hard and distant the road is, the Silk Road
is a path towards cultural and material wealth. It was
interrupted due to numerous wars, which caused disasters
and migrations to ethnic groups. They hence left their
homeland and were mixed together, leading to consequent
conflicts. The interruption results in human’s search for
other approaches to the east. Hence the great navigation era
appeared when new continents were found, ushering in a
new era in the history of mankind.

The Silk Road belongs to the east. Silk road in Xiyu (the west
of China) has been integrated into Chinese culture since
ancient times. The history of Zhang Qian exploring Xiyu
in the early years of the Western Han Dynasty reveals that
he found the real evidence of the exchanges between the
east and west when he first arrived in Xiyu. For example,
Qionglai’s bamboo canes and Shu cloth from Sichuan
Province were found there. The east and west exchanges
have long existed. Seeds and technology brought by Zhang
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Qian from Xiyu greatly enriched species and living contents
for our ancestors.

Corridor for Ethnic Group Migration

It is recorded in Shi Ji (The Historical Records) that countries
in the west of Silk Road including Da Yuan, Da Rou Zhi, Da
Xia, Kang Ju, An Xi, Shen Du and Tiao Zhi, though far from
the Han regions, were countries concentrating on farming,
industry, commerce and husbandry. These ethnic groups
migrate according to water and grass. Western archaeology
and anthropology have attempted to prove that whether or
not any of the 16 Jewish tribes led by Moses have crossed
Central Asia and arrived at the Orient after their exodus.
Historians from Israel have tried to seek the true existence
of humankind in history through clues of the body and bone,
languages and customs in the oriental groups as well as folk
customs along the Silk Road. Many ethnic groups should
have left their traces on this road for ethnic and cultural
integration. Communication of people and goods has been
frequent on this distant road. The Silk Road has also been a
corridor for ethnic group migration. Xianbei people, Tartars,
Khitans, Mongolians, Jiemo people and Dongyi people in the
east have marched towards the west, mixing together with

other ethnic groups in this vast region, forming the diversity
of each ethnic group. Boundless sand, strong gales and
coldness cannot get rid of these deep footmarks and traces,
which enrich people’s extraordinary fancies. Looking back
in history, how mankind cherish these past journeys!

Gem of Chinese civilization

The Silk Road has always been full of exotic charms. Many
traditions of regional characteristics and combining oriental
and occidental civilizations were buried by desert and Gobi
which are off the beaten tracks. Summer heat and winter
cold came and went. The sun and the moon had shed light
here since time immemorial. In the oases in spacious desert,
life grows following the traces of water. Imperial cities
thrived, declined, and were finally buried by sand. People
can only get to know them from countless mysterious
stories as excellent as the One Hundred and One Nights. A
treasure trove of scriptures, classic works, sculptures, color
paintings and murals has been found in Mogao Grottoes in
Dunhuang, the Bezeklik Thousand Buddha Caves, Tuyugou
Valley, Astana Tombs and the Kizil Caves of which the No.
76 Peacock Cave was known for vivid peacock paintings.
Unfortunately, a large number of the cultural relics were
plundered and scattered in the museums and galleries in
many Occidental countries. It is said that a Chinese jade lute
held by a flying Apsara was introduced to Chang'an, the
capital of the Tang Dynasty, from Persia. Later it was sent
to Japan and preserved as a national treasure. The smooth
curves make the paintings of the Buddhas look quite vivid
as if they are touchable. Known as the Second Dunhuang,

the Kizil Caves are a proof of the brilliant culture on the Silk

Road and the murals not only tell stories but also show the
scenes of musical performance in ancient times.

Joint development of all ethnic groups

Traveling across the vast desert, you first feel it is too quiet
and later you are eager to gallop away. The Silk Road has
witnessed numerous magnificent upsurges which formed
the eternal history of this wide land. Actually, there is no
boundary in people’s minds and what Silk Road represented
was the ebb and flow as well as the blending of different
cultlures. It has been proved that the present Silk Road could
not be separated from its past or future. The principle we
should follow is that only by peaceful coexistence can we
have a peaceful mind and live a true and natural life. Any
splitting and oppressive activities and show of force will
lead to self-destruction. High quality material and spiritual
lives can only be achieved in a peaceful environment
and by orderly material production, wide circulation and
accumulation and any other ways to reach the purpose are
wrong. Material production is a sign of a civilized society.
The true meaning of the Silk Road of hundreds of years lies
in taking the advantage of production and circulation fully
and creating wealth by labor.

The past has become history and one can have a better
understanding of the present day by looking back at history.
The ideas of “one world” and “globalization” have been
widely accepted by people from all over the world. People
are embracing the peaceful development of all ethnic groups
in the spacious region along the Silk Road and any idea
opposing it is ignorant and futile.
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