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@@ Chinese people grow in the
Oriental civilization. VWWhen we have an
opportunity to touch the blue sea, we
will be amazed by its exoticism and
mysteriousness. The energetic people
iving around the waters create science,
art, and civiization which have made
great conrbution to the development of
the world. They are stars shining in the

sky of history.
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The sea and
sky are so
pure, broad
and blue that
” gods seem to

befall at any
moment, and white buildings, like gods’  residence
on earth. The grace and pureness of Mediterranean
makes it hard to imagine this place was once
bothered by smoke of gunpowder, frequent wars and
furious pirates.

Before broader oceans were discovered,
Mediterranean, like a pearl, used to be coveted by
surrounding countries so much that they hadn’ t
stopped fighting for 2,000 continuous years. Along
Mediterranean are 19 countries: European countries
including Spain, France, Monaco, Italy, Malta
(island), Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Republic of Montenegro, Albania and Greece; Asian
countries including Turkey, Cyprus, Syria, Lebanon,
Israel and the Palestinian Government from north
to south; African countries including Egypt, Libya,
Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco from east to west.
Mediterranean, though too small to compare with
oceans in area, has nurtured unparalleled history
and civilization that other seas hardly achieved, and
was also a place where states changed and ethnic
groups interacted most frequently.

The ancient civilization which has left a glorious page
in human civilization has an inseparable relation
with Mediterranean. The history of Mediterranean,
including that of Egypt, Hittite Empire, Kingdom of
Israel, Kingdom of Judea, Assyrian Empire, Babylonian
Empire, Persian Empire, Macedonia, Greece, Roman
Empire, Byzantine Empire, Sasanid Empire, Caliph
(the Islamic Empire), the Crusader Kingdom, Saladin
Empire, Mongolia Empire, Ottoman Empire and
European Colonialism, is almost history of Europe,
North Africa and West Asia.

Mesopotamia civilization that reached its peak from
4,000 BC to 2,250 BC made great contributions to
the whole world. Lunar calendar and leap month
were invented during that period. Lunar calendar
was based on the phases of the moon, dividing a
year of 354 days into 12 months and the leap month
in lunar calendar was used to make up the 11 days
less in solar calendar. One hour was divided into
60 minutes and one week into 7 days. People then
also knew fraction and four arithmetic operations,
solve quadratic equations, and invented the decimal
system and the hexadecimal system. They divided
a circle into 360 degrees, knew T was about 3 and
even could calculate the area of irregular polygons
and the volume of some pyramids.

Having learnt math, physics and philosophy from

Mesopotamia civilization and Nile Valley civilization,
Greeks created splendid Greek civilization.
However, it was lost in the long course of history like
a shooting star flashing across the sky and was not
rediscovered until Renaissance.

Crete, where relics of Neolithic culture between
10,000 BC and 3,300 BC were unearthed, is one of
the birthplaces of Mediterranean civilization. From
around 2,600 BC to 1,125 BC, the famous Minoan
civilization sprung up on Crete with unprecedentedly
flourishing arts, architecture and engineering
technology, and the unified Minoan dynasty was
established there. The earliest writing in Europe also
appeared on Crete then. This pictographic writing
was gradually simplified to linear one and then
developed into syllabic symbols that are called Linear
Abut haven’ tbeen interpreted until now.

Byzantine Empire lasted for over 1,100 years from
the 3rd century to the 14th century. The secret of its
long governance lies in that, different from Persians,
Greeks, Carthages and Romans who ignored
the military power, almost all Byzantine emperors
set up powerful ports that attracted Chinese and
Indians from Asia, Egyptians from Africa and even
Europeans from afar.

Different dynasties have built colorful buildings with

different styles along
Mediterranean. These
buildings appear to
live in harmony with
modern society as if they
are meant to be together.
The era of columns was
succeeded by that of domes.
Al the architecture in this period like

Solomon Temple by Hebrew, Parthenon

Temple by Greeks and the masonry structured
domes in Constantinople by Latins showned
features of devotion without exception. In the
7th century, a new style tower turned up along
Mediterranean coast. Haghia Sophia in Istanbul
was reconstructed into a spire rising abruptly from
the ground and shooting straight into the sky. While
Christian hymns turned into chants of Allah and
Mohammed.

Arab Empire refreshed Mediterranean culture.
People at Mediterranean seaside started to
learn Arabic. Arabians not only preserved and
promoted Greek math, medicine and philosophy,
but also invented and improved decimal system,
pendulum principle, astronomical instruments
and narcotherapy, which carried world civilization
forward into a new phase. Arabian people changed

This page: Majestic
and vivid sculptures
in Vatican City State;
A historical picture of
Cleopatra.

Left page: A historical
picture of Vatican City
State; A horse-drawn
cartin Rome.
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the big cities along Mediterranean into lecture
rooms of knowledge, which even had been passed
further to other European cities. In the 11th century,
Cordoba became the most populated city with over
600 mosques, 900 public bathhouses and 500,000
books.

Mongol Empire, called Yuan Dynasty in China, also
used to send invincible cavalry to Mediterranean
coast. During over 50 years’ rule, Genghis Khan
and his successors, with an army of less than
400,000 soldiers, wiped out over 40 countries,
conquered over 700 races, killed over 10 million
soldiers and subdued 600 million people of different
nations, establishing a country with the vastest
territory in human history.

The establishment of Mongol Empire sped up the
communication of culture and technology between
the East and the West and promoted fusion of

different races. The Silkk Road was then for the first
time and also the last controlled by only one state,
which made trade and commerce much easier
between the East and West than during warring
periods.

However, blue civilization after all didn’ t agree
with the nomads. Living at the seaside, people
who mastered navigation would be able to control
Mediterranean and become its overlord. In
Venice, powerful fleets had been organized, and
merchants there not only monopolized business
of Mediterranean, but also manipulated politics to
find a way out between land and sea. Venice and
Genoa were the most powerful nations that ruled
Mediterranean for some centuries.

The approach of the Great Navigation Epoch made
Mediterranean, the birthplace of civilization, passed
into silence. European countries started to go to

the sea to occupy the New World and South Africa
along Mediterranean was colonized by France.
In 1600, Mediterranean was ruled be two giant
countries, Ottoman Empire and Hapsburg Empire
of Spain. Ceaseless wars between Christianity and
Islam resulted in the death of milions of people, yet
also sped up fusion of difference races including tall
and blonde Normans from north Europe, short and
crude Teutons, and thin, Arabians with black eyes
and hair. All their features added oriental and west
charm to the handsome men and beautiful women
in south Europe.

People in coastal countries along Mediterranean
are born gentle, actively seek pleasure and love
art and cate. Such personality is resulted from the
geographical location and climate of Mediterranean.
Thanks to this part of sea, people have never been
short of food. It only needs 170 days for wheat to

@@ Vediterranean-style diet refers to eating a
big amount of fruits, vegetables, beans, cereal
and unsaturated fatty acid like olive ol as well as
a small amount of dairy products, meat, chicken
and duck, and a “property big amount”  of fish
and diink alitte wine withfood. @@

mature, half of the days it needed in the north.
People, as long as they don’ t expect too much from
life, can get satisfied with the food demand without
working hard. As a result, they have more time to
enjoy life on and along the sea.

We have also heard a noun related to
Mediterranean, namely Mediterranean climate
which refers to the climate with hot and dry summer
and warm and moist winter. Mediterranean—
style diet refers to eating a big amount of fruits,
vegetables, beans, cereal and unsaturated fatty
acid like olive oil as well as a small amount of dairy
products, meat, chicken and duck, and a “properly
big amount”  of fish and drink a little wine with food.

We are also fond of a furnishing style, Mediterranean

style, featuring lime walls, repeated arcades and

arched doors, clay bricks and tiles, ocean blue

doors and windows. Such elements must carry a

constant inner style instead of being simply knocked

together. “Romantic sky—blue theme, the sea  This page:A devoted
and the sky merging into one and shining nature” RLO;?? :)zgeef Tourists
represent a Mediterranean furnishing style as well strolling at a Greek
as the Mediterranean in our eyes. seaside.
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