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Ten Musts for Tourists to
Mediterranean Sea

Words /Ming Fei  Photos / Shen Zhi Wu Yue Quanjing

Q@@ If the blue in Santorini of Greece is dotted
with white, the blue of Chefchaouen of Morocco is
completely pure and breathtaking. 99

@

The Grotta Azzurraon
the Caprilslandis amust
for tourists to the Island.
However, the grotto
appears only on sunny
andtranquil days.

Please dress neatly
before entering a church.

Permission needs
to be obtained to take
photos or film as these
activities are forbidden
in many relics and
churches.

Don't enter a church
after drinking.

040 WORLD TOURISM CITY

Picking up the blue dye bottle tipped by
God
The most beautiful thing about Mediterranean Seais
the color of blue. The sky here is blue, romantic and
intoxicating. The sea surface here is blue, with boats
shuttling back and forth from island to island, dotted
with white sails. The houses on the islands are mostly
white with blue roofs and doors and windows, simple,
elegant and beautiful. The night in Mediterranean
Sea is blue as well. The gentle melody in the Napoli
blue night flies to the deep sky, which draws attention
from tourists.

In addition to blue sky, seas and blue houses,
the Mediterranean region also boasts the Azure

Window, the Grotta Azzurra, the Blue Lagoon and
the fairytale Chefchaouen.

The Azure Window, located on Gozo, the second
largest island of Malta, won its name from its shape
of window, formed by a stone cover supported by
two natural stone piers. The sea melted into the sky
can be seen through the  “window” . It is a must for
tourists to Malta

The Grotta Azzurra on the Capri Island is a cave
inside a seaside cliff, with water at a depth of about
30 meters. It won its name from the mystic crystal
blue of the entire cave, including the walls, formed by
sunshine from the entrance and reflected from the
bottom of the water.

"The Blue Lagoon", also located in Malta, is world—
famous for its indigo and deep blue sea water. Some
people say that it covers the entire range of blue of
the world, from deep blue in the deep sea to the blue
with slight silver in slightly shallow places and the pure
and bright blue of water held in hands. How blue is it?
‘You need to come here to find out.

In addition, there is a blue old city in Morocco,
northern Africa: Chefchaouen. The inside and
outside of every building, every door, walls and steps
are painted blue, like a blue dye bottle tipped by God.
Almost everything that comes into your eye in every
corner is painted blue.

Seafood enough to be bursting
Seafood naturally constitutes a part of diet as it is
Mediterranean Sea. Seafood is a universal language.
It is natural to eat seafood in Mediterranean Sea,
the world's largest intercontinental sea. Residents in
Mediterranean countries rarely eat red meat (beef,
lamb, etc.) and obtain meat mainly from deep—sea
fishes. Coastal countries abound in seafood, ranging

from crabs to abalones, shrimps, clams, etc, forming
the unique flavor of Mediterranean Sea. Seafood
Spaghetti, Spanish seafood paella, seafood soup,
seafood salad, shrimp sauce, shrimp meat egg
cake, roasted fish in sea salt, fried sardines, green
sauce salmons, cuttlefish rings, cuttlefish ink rice,
crabmeat tart, garlic fried clam and fried mussel
all these delicacies will meet the eyes and satisfy the
stomach of the foodaholics.

The Mediterranean diet is synonymous with
simpleness, health and nutrition. Seafood constitutes
the main content of the Mediterranean diet mix.
Fishes and shrimps can provide people with a
large amount of healthy protein. Studies show that
the Mediterranean waters abound in sardines that
are high in Omega-3 fatty acids which can greatly
reduce the risk of heart attack and heart stop which
usually lead to sudden death, and is effective in
controlling arthritis, depression and other diseases.
Other seafood with similar nutrition includes tunas,
salmons, mussels, clams and shrimps, etc.

Open-air museums with thousands of

years of history

As the connecting point of three continents of Europe,
Asia and Africa, the Mediterranean Sea region has
witnessed the rise and replacement of ancient Egyptian
civilization, ancient Greek civilization and Arabian
civilization which had led the West. There are also
a large number of relics of ancient civilizations in the
surrounding countries of Spain, ltaly, Greece, Turkey,
Egypt, including the world famous Olympic ruins in
Greek, the Parthenon, and the litle—known Temple
of Segesta on the Italian island of Sicily, the St. Hilarion
Castle in northern Cyprus, Habsburg dynasty historical
relics and soon.

Ancient ruins not only carry historical information and
cultural connotation, and many buildings on the ruins
also show the originality of ancient wisdom, which is
of great sightseeing value and is a must for tourists.

Special hotels you hate to leave
The ultimate scenery and a deep—rooted culture is
not all about the Mediterranean residents. They have
also built many special hotels with unique creative
styles, including cliff hotels and rock hotels, efc.

Cliff hotels: There are quite many “small white
houses” on the Greek island of Santorini and the

Katikies Hotel, perched high on the cliff of Aegean
Sea, overlooking the azure waters below, offering
the best angle to admire the vast expanse of Aegean
Sea, is a popular hotel of tourists around the world,
with the perfect combination of the internal design
and the natural environment.

There is also a grand hotel perched on the cliff of
Sorrento of Naples, Italy. What differentiates it from
other hotels is its nearly 200—year history, which is
shown in the columns, exquisite murals and antiques
everywhere of the 18th century. The hotel has a
panoramic private elevator which can take you

Where are the Chinese tourists traveling to the Mediterranean region from?

42.70% of Chinese outbound tourists
have toured the Mediterranean region,
most of whom choose to travel to the
Mediterranean region during the 4th or 5th
overseas travel.

The majority of Chinese outbound tourists
have not touring the Mediterranean region
so far said that they will choose to tour
the Mediterranean region in their third
overseas travel.

Most Chinese outbound tourists traveling
to the Mediterranean region, will give
priority to the central region, namely:
Italy, Greece, the Aegean Sea and other
southern European regions.

Chinese outbound tourists who have
traveled to the Mediterranean region in
the past year are mostly from Beijing,
Guangdong and Shanghai, followed by
Zhejiang, Jiangsu, Tianjin and Sichuan.
Humanistic characteristics: Those tourists

are mostly at the age of 26-45 years old

(76.05%), of whom the majority are 31-35
years old (24.53%); most of them have a
university degree or higher (87.86%); the
majority of them are married with minor
children (73.05 %); they have relatively
higher monthly income (average monthly
income of 14,205 yuan).

Travel characteristics: They usually
arrange outbound tourism at least once
or more a year (35.06% / 46.98%); most
of them choose to travel abroad during
Spring Festival holidays or National Day
holidays (28.02% / 38.85%); in terms
of travel forms, the biggest number of
the tourists chooses independent travel
(32.72%), followed by group travel (28.83%)
and semi-independenttravel (24.13%); the
language barrier is their biggest concern
before departure (48.47%).

—from WTCF Market Research Report
on Chinese Outbound Tourist (City)
Consumption in (2014-2015)
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Please be careful
when cruising on a
yacht and keep good
care of your mobile
phone, camera, video
camera and other
valuables.

Seafood is delicious
but difficult to digest. So
please limit the amount
of seafood you eat and
make sure to eat fresh
but notraw seafood.

Sunrise and sunset
are gorgeous but last
only for a short time. So
please pay attention to
time in order not to miss
them.

042 WORLD TOURISM CITY

directly to the pier.

Rock Hotel is a pure white small hotel, also located in
Imerovigli on the island of Santorini. The white guest
room is decorated in a simple and elegant style,
which shows a pure natural appearance.

5 Numerous handsome boys and belles

The Mediterranean countries are mostly of great
military importance and were occupied by many
nations. The traces of multi-national integration are
reflected not only in buildings and diet, but also in the
people here: This region abounds in handsome boys
and belles, from taxi drivers to waiters in the hotels,
not to mention traffic policemen. It’ s a common
scene that a traffic policeman is surrounded by a
group of tourists to take photos with. As for belles, you
could always run into a sexy and seductive belle with
black hair and deep black eyes.

No wonder a tourist back from the Mediterranean
region sighed with emotion: It is a place very suitable
for romance. Considering where to spend your
honeymoon? Come here! Want to meet someone?
Come here! Want to relive the romance and passion?
Just come here!

Wanna own a Mediterranean-style house
some day
All the countries and islands around Mediterranean
Sea, such as France, ltaly, Spain, Greece, Morocco,

Egypt, Tunisia, Malta, and so on, possess unique
charm. The national characteristics and culture
of these countries have been imprinted on their
buildings, forming a unique Mediterranean style. In
addition to the fineness and elegance of European
classical aesthetics in style and detail, they are also
bright and bold in color.

Apart from the classic white houses with the blue
roof, red tiles and white walls, there are also a variety
of other colors adopted in the buildings here. Most
of the traditional farmhouses in Spain, Italy and
southern coast of France are built of local colorful
stones or other materials, and the outer walls of
the houses in Morocco, Tunisia and other northern
African countries are terracotta or ocher.

Trips to European churches render trips to

other churches unnecessary

Visiting churches is a must when touring in Europe.
There are countless churches in countries around
Mediterranean Sea and on the islands, which fall in
various styles, including Baroque, Gothic, Byzantine
and Victorian. Aimost churches of all styles could be
found here. Some of these churches have existed
for thousands of years and some are very modern.
Some are magnificent and some simple and low—
key. Some are solemn with noble status and some
small family churches. You can appreciate all the
cultures that have existed for thousands of years by
touring in this region of diversified integration.

Admiring the most beautiful sunset in the

world

The change in seasons, sunrise and sunset, are
all natural phenomena. They may arouse different
romantic senses in you or show different beauties
as you are in different places or in different moods.
Admiring the sunrise and sunset on the seais  “the
most romantic thing | can think of” particularly when
the sea is Mediterranean Sea.

The sunrise and sunset in Mediterranean Sea are
naturally gorgeous, and the magnificent and golden
sunset is all the more beautiful. It is so fantastic to
admire the last golden sunshine of the day with the
beloved (him, her or parents), accompanied by the
deep sound of pipe organ, evening bell and surf. The
shadows of the white houses, the blue doors and
windows and the whole city are lengthened in the
setting sun. Even if you are not an artist, you are sure
to be filled with creative inspiration.

Where there is a sea, there are yachts.
You can board an exquisite yacht which cruises in the
gentle Mediterranean wind, enjoying the scattered
scenery along the way and listening to the sound of
the wind and the sea. You can enjoy this quietly but
would never feel lonely as there are a great number
of yachts on Mediterranean Sea. You could run
into from time to time all kinds of private yachts with
strangers who would look at you friendly and then
sail past you. Just like a line in a poem written by Hai

How to attract them?

Sightseeing (90.35%) is the primary purpose
for Chinese outbound tourists choosing to
tour the Mediterranean region, followed by
going on holidays (72.77%). Humanistic
characteristics (89.08%) and the natural
landscape (83.19%) are most attractive to
them.

Improving the visa policy and opening up
the special tourism routes are the best
approaches to attractthe Chinese outbound
fourists to ravel to the Mediterranean.
Reduce visa barriers, simplify visa
procedures and shorten the visa processing
days: 74.64%

Reduce visafees 66.05%

Provide visa—free / arrival visa / visa—free
transittreatment: 54.19%

Open special shopping travel routes:
68.92%

Open special cutture travel routes with local
characteristics: 59.92%

Chinese tourists traveling to the
Mediterranean region have a higher
satisfaction rating (86.58%) than the overall
satisfaction rating of Chinese outbound
tourists (84.96%); the proportions of
Chinese tourists expressing a definite
revisit (62.58%) and recommending to
others (74.23%) are also higher than the
overall level of Chinese outbound tourists
respectively.

—from WTCF Market Research Report
on Chinese Outbound Tourist (City)
Consumption in (2014-2015)

Zi: Best wishes to you, too. Stranger!

In Europe, the number of yachts reflects the level
of wealth and leisure of a region because cruising
on a yacht requires absolute high income, and time
from the owner of the yacht, apart from the enough
amount of water. Mediterranean Sea undoubtedly
meets all the conditions and is one of the world's five
major super yacht tourist attractions.

_Za Taking a glass of Mediterranean wine
Early since the era recorded in the Homer’ s epic,
residents of the Mediterranean Sea had started to
grow grapes and treated grapes as a necessity of
life like wheat. The Mediterranean countries are stil
home to the world's best wine today. The Italians use
one—fifteenth of their cultivated land to grow grapes
and that figure for the Greeks is one-tenth. The wine
production of Italy, a Mediterranean coastal country,
accounts for one~fourth of the world’ s total.

Wine has long been one of the most important
essences of the Mediterranean diet. In 2010,
UNESCO declared the Mediterranean Diet to
be part of the intangible cultural heritage of Italy,
Spain, Greece, and Morocco and claimed that

“ ‘the Mediterranean diet’ has everlasting
typical patterns of nutrient... All the food are taken
with wine...” Lately, the Mediterranean Wine
Road tourist route—the ancient commercial
wine trade road, was jointly explored by 12 well—
known wineries in the wine—producing regions of
Penedes of Catalonia in Spain.
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