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       Plovdiv
Together with you are 8 millennia of 
existence and 7 civilizations 

Q: 

A: Well, Plovdiv’s story actually starts about 8000 years ago. 
This is the time of the first remains that are found around 
here. Surely the first place to visit is the Main Pedestrian 
Street and the Old Town. Due to the fact that life never 
seized to exist in Plovdiv, and this is why it is allegedly the 
oldest continuously inhabited city in Europe and amongst 
the oldest in the whole World, the most important, significant 
and beautiful remains are still in the very heart of the city 

centre. Two of the best things to do in Plovdiv would be to 
have a stroll in the Old Town and to attend one of the many 
events that happen in the Ancient Theatre there – an opera, 
a music concert, a dance festival, etc.

Q: 

A: We Bulgarians love and cherish our traditions and 
customs. We still follow a lot of them, e.g. the martenitsa – 
which is in a sense a ritual decoration of twisted red-and-
white threads we put on 1st of March every year. The red 
represents blood and life while the white is for purity and 
health; or the kukers – who are Bulgarian carnival figures - 
dressed as beasts or typical characters. They dance in the 
streets to scare off evil spirits and banish the cold and for 
health and fertility. Different symbolic rituals and actions 
are performed likeplowing, sowing and others. There are 
also special festivals dedicated to different aspects of our 
traditions, including such dedicated to traditional Bulgarian 
crafts.

Q: 

Plovdiv has won the European Capital of Culture in 2019 candidature and our motto is 
“Together”. For 8 millennia of existence more than 7 civilizations have found place for 
development of their cultures, beliefs and religions. And we all live together! We create 
“together”!
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A: “Plovdiv - A gem emerges after eight millennia” said 
renowned Lonely Planet and included our city in their “Best 
in Travel 2015” ranking. Plovdiv is only about 1-1.5 hours drive 
from the capital Sofia and the Sofia airport. Also, the smaller 
but big in potential Plovdiv airport is about 15 km from the 
city centre. We also have highway connection to Central 
and Western Europe and Asia. Plovdiv is a road intersection 
point of three Pan-European corridors (IV, VIII, and X). I am 
not sure what do you mean by “featured services for foreign 
visitors” but surely they will feel our hospitality. No problems 
are expected to occur. Many people speak at least English, 
especially amongst the younger generations.

Q: 

A: The majority are group travellers of course. However, 
the absolute number of visitors from China is not that big. 
Most of them come to Plovdiv around the Rose Festival 
which happens in May-June, in and around the city of 
Kazanlak. We are putting a lot of efforts in attracting more 
Chinese tourists in Plovdiv. We did a flower festival last 
year, also had participation from a Chinese dance group in 
our International Folklore Festival and many more. We also 
became twin cities with Shenzhen last year. Together with 
the Bulgarian-Chinese Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
we now have an office in Shenzhen. Being part of the World 
Tourism Cities Federation we also consider a major leverage. 

Q: 

A: Of course there is a lot of national legislation concerning 
protection and preservation of cultural heritage. A lot of 
archaeological researches have also being carried out in the 
past few years. We promote that. We try to interact with people 
and make them feel connected to our joint past. Also we put a 
lot of efforts into reconstruction, revitalization and socialization 
of the sites. Bringing back to life ancient venues like the Roman 
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Stadium and Ancient 
Theatre for different 
kinds of events and 
attracting crowds 
to them is one of our 
major activities. Also 
communicating with 
tour operators both 
local and international 
to include the sites in 
their itineraries already 
started bringing 
results. It is hard to 
promote a city which 
is not popular, which 
few people have heard of. Bulgaria is also not so popular so this 
makes things harder. But we keep on going!

Q: 

A: WTCF is a big platform that gives the opportunity to 
network with people from all over the world. The tourism 
industry is so big and complex it is always good to hear 
somebody else’s opinion, to share experience and thoughts. 
Moreover, I hope and believe that the Federation will help us 
promote Plovdiv amongst markets that otherwise would be 
extremely time and money consuming to reach. I consider 
we have our place in the federation. First of all, Plovdiv 
brings so much history in one place. Second is what united 
us for our European Capital of Culture in 2019 candidature 
and that is our motto “Together”. Because for 8 millennia 
of existence more than 7 civilizations have found place for 
development of their cultures, beliefs and religions. And we 
all live together! We create “Together”!

WTCF is a big platform that gives the opportunity 
to network with people from all over the world.  The 
tourism industry is so big and complex it is always 
good to hear somebody else’s opinion, to share 
experience and thoughts.
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Q:

A: A sports pageant of young people in the world—the 
World University Games and the Enthusiastic City, our 
meeting in Gwangju is heralded as an encounter of 
great creativity, through which the value of harmony and 
coexistence of mankind will be realized, and new visions 
will be dug up. With the miracle created by college students 
throughout the world, 2015 Gwangju Summer Universiade 
will open a new era.

         Gwangju
A Sports Pageant in the City of Art
Gwangju enjoys the reputation as “Home of Art”. The national painting of Korea, the source 
of life, the Southern School Painting and the Gwang (light), together with Jeollanam-
do featuring beautiful western paintings, were the source of non stereotyped painting 
of modern art. With the miracle created by college students throughout the world, 2015 
Gwangju Summer Universiade will open a new era.

In many big sports events, the sharp contrast between 
the earlier stage when large amounts of investment in 
infrastructure construction fund were devoted and the 
latter stage when the management cost of facilities were 
difficult to bear was highlighted. In 2015 Gwangju Summer 
Universiade, we will learn from earlier experiences to 
minimize the side effects brought about by excessive 
investment in facilities construction. Our goal is to hold 
a sports pageant with less investment and enhanced 
efficiency. 

Three of the 69 stadiums for the Games, that are archery 
field, swimming pool and multi-function Gymnasium, need 
to be newly built. The tennis court needs to be expanded. 
The other 65 stadiums, which are located in Gwangju, 
Jeollanam-do, Jeollabuk-do, and Chungcheongbuk-do, will 
be rebuilt and renovated on the existing facilities. It has set a 
new example for international sports events.

Athletes’ village is rebuilt on the old apartments of past 
international sports events, which has save a lot of money 
and is held in high regard. It has set an example for others.

Q: 

A: As the cultural center of Asia, Gwangju blends culture, 
art and nature. Let me brief you about the scenic spots 
you must visit. First, the National Asian Culture Hall 
(expected to open in Sept. 2015). The Hall, which is built 
on the purpose of cultivating cultural atmosphere and 
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circulating the independent model of the city, is the symbol 
of Gwangju of democracy, security, peace and artistry. 
The National Asian Culture Hall, which was built on 
Jeollanam-do with an investment of over RMB 700 million, 
was herald as “The Forest of Light”. Inside the Hall there 
are Multipurpose Composite Performance Ground, Asian 
Cultural Center, Cultural Exchange Center, Art Cinema, 
Children’s Knowledge Center, etc. Through Gwangju Folly, 
we can catch a glimpse of the works of architects throughout 
the world. Besides, the potential of forgotten history can 
be developed as well for the benefits of public institutions. 
Mudeungsan Mountain, Yang Shudong Historical and 
Cultural Village are also worth visiting. Gwangju Kimchi 
Festival, 7080 Chungjang Recollection Festival are too good 
to miss.

Q: 

A: With more superior cultural traditions than other regions, 
Gwangju enjoys the reputation as “Home of Art”. The 
national painting of Korea, the source of life, the Southern 
School Painting and the Gwang (light), together with 
Jeollanam-do featuring beautiful western paintings, were 
the source of non stereotyped painting of modern art. Nam-
do, the southwestern part of Korea, is the source of Celadon 
powder and green porcelain, tea and tea culture. Artists who 
had taken part in the Gwangju Democratic Movement in 
1980 had created an art form here which was both righteous 
and popular. The active involvement of outstanding artists in 
the traditional art facilitated Gwangju to become the “Home 
of Art” in South Korea.

Q: 

A: There are many cultural relics of Confucianism in 
Gwangju such as Gwangju Hyanggyo (Confucian School), 
Wolbong Seowon-Confucian School (Bingwoldang), the 
Gasa Literature Hall, and Chungjangsa Shrine. They 
are not only the heritage of the past but also the spiritual 
foundation of people in today’s Gwangju. They are favorable 
tourist destinations for the natives who engage in various 
traditional educational activities. People were brought up 
with knowledge of the traditional lifestyle. And now, they 
become modernized, but the traditions still lie deep in their 
minds.

Q:

A: In Gwangju station, Gwangju Airport and Gwangju 
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Songjeong Station there are information desks with Chinese 
staff. Besides, there is a 24-hour travel service hotline 1330 
of Korea Tourism Organization which provides services in 
Chinese, English, Japanese and Korean. Gwangju has the 
first service center in Korea that provides service in Chinese 
and is the center of all kinds of consultation services.

Q: 

A: China has surpassed Japan as the biggest tourist 
market of Korea, with over 6.12 million tourists in 2014, of 
which over 30,000 went to Gwangju. They were mainly 
group tourists. We expect that there will be more tourists 
from China with the opening to traffic of the Honam high-
speed railway (from Daejeon to Mokpo), the launching of 
2015 Gwangju Summer Universiade, and the opening of 
National Asian Culture Hall. Gwangju and Jeollanam-do 
will build up their efforts to serve the guests. Starting from 
April 2014, group tourists from China can enjoy 72-hour 
Visa free entry in Muan International Airport.

Q: 

A: By taking part in the annual meeting, we will share 
the latest information with WTCF members and we 
will include their advices on Gwangju’s Tourism into 
deliberation. With the joint efforts of member States, global 
tourism marketing will be promoted. By registering the 
official websites and magazines of WTCF, we can publicize 
the latest tourism information of Gwangju. We hope to 
enhance cooperation among tourist cities of different fields 
in Asia’s international tourism industry, where the sensitive 
international situation is developed. We want to make full 
use of the flexibility of tourism and lay a solid foundation for 
the tourist cities in southwestern region of our country.

Duration:

Venues: 

Sponsor:

Organizers: 

S p o r t s :

Compulsory sports: 

Optional events: 

Scale: 

We hope to enhance cooperation among tourist cities 
of different fields in Asia’s international tourism industry, 
where the sensitive international situation is developed.
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