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Cruise Ship Trip

Words & Pictures / Bu Ensa

In August 2012, my family of three took a Costa
Victoria Cruise ship to embark on a journey. We
boarded in Shanghai and toured Jeju Island, Busan,
Osaka, Wakayama, and other places. The most
exciting thing to look forward to was not only the
destinations. Cruise ships are, from all accounts,
an adults’ fairy tales. The most romantic event
imaginable was walking against the sea breeze to
the ship’ s bow, while holding the little hand of my
lovely little princess.

Strong sea breeze brought about an atmosphere
of pleasure. The sun rising from the sea level dyed
the distant sky red. I took my beloved princess as we
walked to the bow’ s head to be greeted by the first
ray of sunlight. | helped her up to a higher place. As
| held her around the waist from behind, she slowly
turned around, squinting up at me with emotional
attachment as the coastal winds kept stroking her

face. She gently rubbed my face with the most
beautiful pair of hands in the world, and she said,
“Papa”

Well, then, I've been led too far by movie episodes.

As the first time on such a large cruise ship, Bubu
was wearing a joyous and curious look. She wanted
to see every corner of the cruise ship and take all
kinds of entertainment. The cruise ship had almost all
the recreational faciliies imaginable to offer: theater,
cinema, library, tennis court, SPA, gym, greenhouse
garden, chess room, disco, casino, store, and duty—
free shop-+-Besides, there was the Squok Club tailor
made for children. There, you would find teachers
from different countries who played and chatted with
children. Furthermore, there were many games in
the Club. You would often find parents trusting their
children in the Squok Club before enjoying a time for
two.

I'd asked a friend whose family included a little boy

Xiao Lang the same age as Bubu, to join us in the
cruise ship trip. Together, Bubu and Xiao Lang
were having a good time. And we parents felt less
burdened. As the cruise ship slowly docked in the
port of Jeju Island, our first destination of this trip—
Jeju Island, arrived.

Off in the distance the sound of drums and gongs
was heard. This was traditional Korean music. On
the open ground of the wharf, we were greeted by
the folk dance of a dancing team wearing traditional
costumes of South Korea. Besides, the services of
Korean were really put in their places.

The theatre on the cruise ship had different
performances every day. Each hall was equipped
with interaction programs for visitors. Even the staff in
the dinning hall would engage with a performance to
dispel boredom. In the dusk, the color of the sky took
on the gradual change from light blue to dark blue,
before changing into complete darkness. We could
sense a submerging depth in the sea. The sky was
getting dark, but the atmosphere on the ship was lit
up. The resonating tempo of electronic music spread
from the hull to the deck as the dance teacher led us
in dancing. Excitedly we twisted and turned on the
deck, with alittle girl joining the carnival.

A gust of sea wind raised havoc with her hair as
well as the music. The little girl was oblivious to it
all. She just danced. In the presence of her dance
which never followed the rhythm of the music, even
the frantic sea breeze paled in comparison. She
screamed, stomped, and violently shook her head,
which I had never seen before. Strange to relate, she
had been complaining about being tired and barely
able to move in daytime when we got off the ship
to stroll along. Finally, we had to drag and carry her
back to the ship. Now that when the music was up,
she was clamoring for the disco. How strange!

After one night” s voyage, the cruise ship docked at
the second destination—Busan Dock—early next
morning. We took the bus to the city centre, where
we transferred to the subway to Haeundae Beach
which was a place of reclusiveness nestling in the
forest of cinder blocks. It was marvelous to see a
large beach in the prosperous city downtown.

The sea breeze was sweeping through the waves,
which gently tapped on this happy city. With blue
sky, sunshine, and sand, the two little kids were
playing with sand on the beach. Were it not for the
tight schedule, I" d have swum in the sea. Our next
stop was Busan Marine Museum. Taking up little
space, the Museum nevertheless had all kinds of

marine lives, which made Bubu excited as she ran
around. When Bubu saw jellyfish up close, she was
mesmerized as she pressed her face against the
glass. She held on to the hem of my clothes as she
asked me some questions.

The cruise ship's third stop was Osaka. When we
got off the ship, we took the subway. There, Bubu
and Xiaolang were looking at the map with their
schoolbags at their backs as they engaged on a
discussion with a seemingly significant act. This
made us smile broadly.

In Osaka history museum, a sanitation worker in full
ancient samurai outfit was so interesting that children
rushed to put garbage into his hands. To join the
fun, Bubu snatched the bottle of mineral water stil
with water left in it from my hand, and gave it to the
samurai uncle.

Tenpozan sky wheel in the downtown of Osaka was
our last stop as well as Bubu's favorite place. The
sky wheel, as high as 112.5 meters, was once the
largest sky wheel in the world, only to be surpassed
by London eye sky wheel later. WWhen you got on the
giant and as your height kept rising, you would have
a bird” s—eye view of the panorama of Osaka port
on which giant cargo ships, containers, and bridges
all became Lego bricks. As dusk settled, the city
was slowly lighted up. It was the first time Bubu took
the sky wheel. We were surprised to find that far
from being afraid, she pressed her face to the glass
and looked downward, showing no fear at all to the
astonishing height.

Bu Ensa, the father, is a photographer winning
the gold medal of Austria Super Photo Exhibition.
Since his daughter was three years old, he has
taken her out three or four times a year. Now
Bubu is eight years old and has been to a dozen
or more countries and regions. She is still on
the road. The father and daughter are on a trip
round the world, from short distance trips to
trips without mother, from the first gaze at the
sea to the first cruise ship travel, from the first
long distance travel to the first travel out of the
country, during which period the daughter has
expanded the way she looks at the world and
the father’ s metamorphosis has been made
complete.

Left page: Traveling with
father is a good way to
shape the strong character
of a child.
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Make the Biggest Fuss over the Festivals
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There are some world renowned activities and
festivals which have enthralling quality without any
glorification. Here, you can not only get a sense of
the exotic landscape but also enjoy the novelty
and intoxication like never before.
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Copenhagen Harbor Culture Festival
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The annual Harbor Culture Festival held in Copenhagen,
a world famous seaport city, is a grand spectacle like
a festival of national jubilation. Amid all the cultural
landscapes, the rich cultural and leisure activities are
the most attractive. During the festival, nearly a hundred
culture, dance, and music clubs will launch a series
of free activities which are highly personalized and
attractive. Parents can go on the stage with their children
and play with the band, and play Kayak or water polo. As
for children with a healthy appetite or a liking for toys, the

shopping street by the side of the harbor will be nice and
neutral.
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London Notting Hill Camival
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Summer sees the annual carnival season in London. In the last
weekend of every August, the Notting Hill Carnival, one of the world’ s
grandest street art festivals as well as the most distinctive celebration
activity of the city, will be held in Western London. Originating in 1964, the
Carnival will mainly demonstrate the culture and customs of African and
Caribbean areas.

In accordance with past practice, the carnival will last two to three days,
during which period glittering parades and concerts of invigorating Latin
American bands will be on with the accompaniment of Soca, Gary
Pouso, Reggae, and traditional steel bands. Besides, children from all
through the world will take part in the carnival. They'll be in the full fig and
they will sing and dance. The children sing and dance hand in hand, their
faces wearing innocent smiles which are reflected on the parade cars
and silhouette to full advantage the merry atmosphere of the carnival.
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Lotte World of Seoul

ERREERRFIRNTBRFRIEREN . SEEA—RE IR
RIMANREE, BETLERSSNAMTBEMN. FTHES LTI
PURIIAE, LARIENIROENER. BEORNEARRS - EBE L I FFIUR
WRIFEERR . MELUSIR . L) DIEBEENS RBUKR. SISLIHRIRKIRE.
FoMEID . SNSEBENBAXSINIET. SHEIEMEE, T AS
TR RIS EAR
Indoor exploration world is a feature spot where many recreational facilties
in Lotte are congregated. Your kids and you will whoop it up and cling
desperate to what Lotte World of Seoul has to offer: a thriling journey with
Sinbad, the Spanish pirate ship with tense atmosphere, fast rowing through
the river full of Jurassic dinosaurs, and magic theatre which rocks your soul

and makes you stun-+In Magic City there are Music Fountain that dances,
advanced entertainment facilities, and Field Theater.
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Hong Kong Disneyland
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In the summer holiday of 2015, the Frozen Town
in Hong Kong Disneyland will provide a refreshing
journey of pleasure and enjoyment. In the parade of
Summer Snow Festival, children and their parents
can raise their voice to sing the world popular song

“Letit Go” with Elsa, Anna, and Kristoff. Besides,
they can wander in the snow covered “Summer
Snow Festival Square] where they can build a lovely
snowman or sit on a sled to glide alongside the snow

track. And they can also pay a visit to the Oaken
trading station in the little town.
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Four Seasons Hotel
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Four Seasons Hotel in Atlanta America is the most popular hotel among the kids in
the group. The Hotel has built two simulation farms with honeycomb, and provides
comfortable and soft children bath robe and bedtime biscuits. In Park 75 canteen, the
staff even inquires about the needs of children to design interesting children’ s menu
which is beloved by kids, ke “Ants on the Tree” and “Chicken Star Soup”. The
most fascinating ones to children are whale sharks and whales in Georgia Aquarium
beside the restaurant which is known as the world’ s largest aquarium. Besides, A Trip
of CNN TV Station and Coca—Cola World Museum are hot spots favored by families.
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“Magic” Club Med
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The “Magic Summer Camp” launched in July and August this year by Club Med will
become the most illustrious featured spot of family summer trip this year. The “Magic
Summer Camp”  will be held simultaneously in Bali Island, Phuket Island, Bintan Island,
Cherating Beach, Guilin, and Dong'ao Island. Children of 4 months to 17 years will
spend days with the passionate G.O in the Children's Club of their ages in Club Med.

There, they will engage in a variety of entertainment programs like magic art class,
treasure hunt, and family competition.
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Go to Macau for Shrek
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In Sands Cotai Central of Macau, there
isa “Dream Factory of Experience”
in which a chic and childlike venue is
designed. Here, children will enjoy the
intimate carnival with their cartoon idols,
like being in a movie episode. Theme
breakfast begins with a short animation
show of characters in the dream factory.
Children can have breakfast in the
elaborating banquet hall. After that, the
lovely Shrek, together with the Toothless,

would go off stage, embrace, and take
photos with our honorable guests.
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