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Route 66, A Pilgrimage

Covering a total of 3,939 kilometers, Route 66 strethes across eight states and three time zones
in the US. Allong the road is enchanting and boundless scenery. Cruising along Route 66 and
enjoying a different American style, you may feel the charm of a complete America.

Route 66, never old

“Nothing behind me, everything ahead of me, as is ever so
on the road.”

Jack Kerouac's words in the novel On the Road are a
declaration of American culture quite unlike any other.
Published in 1957, the novel contributed to the sales of a
million coffeemakers and hundreds of millions pairs of
jeans, as well as making Route 66 a kind of pilgrimage for
the Beat Generation. The Beat Generation’s behavior was

regarded as a kind of depravity by some at the time, while
others identified Route 66 as an iconic articulation of the
American Dream.

What is America? It is too superficial to consider it as
splendid and magnificent like New York. Instead of a simple
sign, America is comprised of 52 states. Differences between
each state are as huge as those between Shanghai and Lhasa.
Route 66 reveals a true America and contains the true soul
of America. Cruising along Route 66 and enjoying a different
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American style, you may feel the charm of a complete
America.

The highway, one of the most famous roads in America,
originally ran from Chicago through Illinois, Missouri,
Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona before
ending at Santa Monica, California, covering a total of 3,939
kilometers. Along the road is enchanting and boundless
scenery.

Route 66 was not only one of the nation’s principal east-west
arteries, but also played an important role in the pioneering
history of the great American West. Route 66 was just a dirt
road for horse-drawn carts at the end of the 19th century. In
1927, the government sponsored connecting the roads and
shortened the distance between the Midwest and the West,
which was of great help to farming families looking for
agricultural jobs in California during the Great Depression.

The Dust Bowl famine of the 1930s saw many head west
down the Mother Road, desperate for work and food.
Others went looking for a new life. Thus Route 66 is a road
of dreams. With its development came more and more
travelers. Economies built up in communities through
which the road passed. People doing business along the route
became prosperous with the highway’s growing popularity.

The route was officially decertified from the United States
Highway System on June 7, 1985, after it had been replaced
in its entirety by the Interstate Highway System. Portions
of the road that passed through Illinois, New Mexico, and
Arizona have been designated a National Scenic Byways
under the name “Historic Route 66", which is returning to
some maps.

Once there were youths driving open-topped cars down
Route 66. Now there are retirees in luxury cars. Time flies.
Passions and dreams never die. This route will never grow
old, like people’s faith in it.

Mother Road of Americans

In the John Steinbeck novel The Grapes of Wrath, Route 66
is called “The Mother Road”. It is full of American metaphors
and symbols, betokening another ideal or utopia in life: a
road filled with sand, dirt and rocks, lying in the emptiness
and endlessness, as if the truest and most desired or
memorable feelings could only be found in such a place.

On Route 66, America is no longer regarded as a leading
economy. Rather it’s a nation embodying nostalgia,
romanticism and kindness. The best scenery of the US is
revealed along the route. Each mile reveals the past, present
and future of the country.
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Route 66 is filled with nostalgia. While driving this route,
you may see vast corn fields, Indian reservations and
boundless desert. Cactuses are scattered on the vast sand,
with the feeling that a Wild West cowboy might appear any
moment.

This nostalgic highway witnessed the life of ordinary
Americans in the early 20th century. It is the epitome of
modern American culture, a road for the pursuit of dreams,
the Mother Road, breeding American culture. It has also
been called Main Street USA. Route 66 is important in
countless literary works, music and movies, including
Forrest Gump, On the Road and Cars. It is the “Country
Road” in a country singer’s songs. Route 66, along with
American culture, has spread out to the whole world,
becoming the most featured highway on the globe.

Route 66 reveals the real America, as well as an alternative
America, which is neither Wall Street nor Hollywood. Most
Americans live in those quiet towns leading a tranquil life.
Such quiet, rustic and traditional life is the real American
style.

Available Route 66

Driving Route 66 is an excellent and unique experience,
surpassing the experience of any other highways in China.
This route is one of the most beautiful in the US. You may

feel as if you are passing through scenic areas by taking this
route. No one would race on this route, because it needs to
be tasted slowly. Stop from time to time to enjoy the scenery.
Thus it is rare to see accidents on Route 66.

It is almost impossible to find the wanderlust of On the
Road. As a National Scenic Byway, Route 66 is equipped
with complete facilities. You will not feel lonely. Motels,
restaurants, gas stations, superstores and bars are available
all along the way.

Tourists in big-engine cars or SUVs on Route 66 mostly
come from other countries, while local Americans like
their camper vans. There are many car rental agencies in

America, providing thousands of cars. Renters can return
the car to another branch of the chain. American nationals
can rent a car with a valid driver’s license or credit card.
Foreign nationals are required to present an international
bank account and valid passport and visa. In general,
renting a car costs only $100 a day. Most US highways are
free.

Traveling Route 66 is quite inclusive. You may either drive
an old car while enjoying hotdogs or drive a limousine while
sightseeing and shopping all the way. Each has his or her
unique travel style. Route 66 is so close and available to all
of us, because we are all young at heart. We all long for the
road.

 L/Ks g

Founded in 1977, American Tours International (ATl) is the largest private inbound tourism receiving company in the US. Approved by the
China National Tourism Administration, its Bejjing office was established on May 12, 2008. ATl offers “one-stop” services with products including
transportation, hotel reservations, business suites, escorted motorcoach tours, self-drive packages, city breaks, national parks and meetings,
incentives, conferencing/conventions and exhibitions/expositions (MICE). The “Route 66 self-drive tour” is among the most popular products.

The “Route 66 self-drive tour” starts in Chicago passing through Saint Louis, Springfield, Tulsa, Oklahoma, Amarillo, Albuquerque, Santa Fe,
Holbrooke, City of Wiliams, Las Vegas and Santa Monica, ending at Los Angeles. You will be greeted by many landmark attractions related to the
history of Route 66 during the 15 days/14 nights package. You may choose a self-guided or group tour. In addition, on the first day of the self-drive
package, guests will be received by representatives of the City Hall of Pontiac in Chicago and presented a commemorative Route 66 medal
through arangement by ATl. ATl aims to let travelers know better the past and present of historic Route 66.
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Romantic Encounter

with European Castles
Honeymoon in Europe with TUI

Mysterious, romantic castles can be found throughout Europe. Some were built in

the Middle Ages, others only decades ago. T U I presents a honeymoon trip for

pure romance and relaxation, visiting the more picturesque castles in Europe and
experiencing the ebb and flow of history.
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Heidelberg Castle, castle of the king

Located 80 kilometers south of Frankfurt in the romantic
German location of Heidelberg, the majestic castle sits on the
Konigstuhl (“King Seat”) hillside. Built using sandstone from
the nearby Neckar River, these ruined russet fortifications
are surrounded by quiet, winding alleys and charming
rivers in picturesque harmony. Time may have reduced the
building to ruins, but the regal presence of Heidelberg Castle
has never worn off.

After touring the castle, take the bus to visit the capital of
the state of Baden-Wirttemberg: Stuttgart, where Mercedes-
Benz and Porsche are headquartered. In Stuttgart, it is
common to see the newest Mercedes-Benz or Porsche pass
by on the street. Those interested in automobile history can
visit local museums to see a rich variety of historic models
and learn the legend behind the top car makers.

New Swanstone Castle, Dream Castle

Overlooking “Swan Lake” (Schwansee), the dream-like New
Swanstone Castle inspired Disneyland’s Sleeping Beauty
Castle and is situated on a rugged verdant hill in Bavaria,
Germany. As the story goes, the castle came to King Ludwig
11 of Bavaria in a dream. He commissioned its construction
that took 17 years to finish.

The king saw the building as representative of a romantic
interpretation of the Middle Ages as well as the musical
mythology of his friend Richard Wagner. Fantasies of magic,
royalty and knights are still being told in this fairyland on
earth. The castle today takes on different charms when
observed from different angles.

Salzburg, home to the Sound of Music

Salzburg is the home of the Sound of Music. Here, you can
stroll down to the old town and visit the former residence
of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, embracing the stunning
scenery that inspired his passionate genius. Then visit the
dazzling Baroque cathedral of Salzburg, an architectural
master class.

Definitely visit the Zell am See, the most renowned resort
in Austria, offering year-round vacation resources of the
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highest quality. No other place in the Alps is like it. The
resort is suitable for trips of various purposes, and the
tranquil highland environment makes it an ideal choice for
family get-togethers.

Another place not to miss in Austria is Innsbruck, the “Capital
of the Alps”. Located in a broad valley, Innsbruck is bursting
with modern vigor. The city is renowned for its universities
and two Winter Olympics. There is a chance to see the
luxurious headquarters of Swarovski, and tour the Golden
Roof, City Hall, the old town and other attractions.

Last but not least, go visit St Moritz, the resort for rich
Europeans. Surrounded by the Alps and nestled against
St Moritz Lake, this city is second to none for a summer
vacation.

Lucerne, where Audrey Hepburn married

Lucerne is regarded as the most beautiful and romantic
city in Switzerland. The word “Lucerne” is often associated
with crystal-clear rivers, deep blue lakes, tall fir trees and
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majestic snow-crowned mountains.

In Lucerne, the beauty of nature harmonizes with the beauty
of man-made architecture, which makes you wonder if there
is any other place on earth that can better integrate natural
and artificial beauty. It comes as no surprise that many
artists reside here to seek inspiration. Lucerne has a host
of stories to tell: This is where Richard Wagner wooed his
future wife and where Audrey Hepburn had her wedding.

Small as it is, Lucerne dazzles. The most famous tourist
attraction in Lucerne is no doubt the lake, a true highland
beauty. Walking around, stop to enjoy the gorgeous Chapel
Bridge and marvelous Lion Monument. This small city of
abundant cultural heritage is bound to create a memorable
experience of tranquil leisure.

Paris, city of romance

The railways enable tourists to travel conveniently across a
continent and experience the most authentic Europe from
the perspective of a European. Beyond question, traveling by

rail to visit Paris, the city of romance, is a unique experience.

As the largest city in continental Europe, Paris is home to
precious architecture and history. Paris is also a city of
culture and fashion, appealing to art-lovers and fashion-
followers across the globe. Notre Dame, the Eiffel Tower,
the L'Arc de Triomphe, the Champs Elysees and many other
scenic spots have become household names to people all over
the world.

In the north is a romantic landmark: the Wall of “I Love
You”. Situated around flowers and greenery, the 40-square-
meter wall was formed by a total 511 large blue tiles in
which “I Love You” is hand written in 311 languages and
dialects. Standing in front of the mural, one cannot help but
feel awed. Though cold to the touch, the message warms the
heart.

The Louvre is another must-see. The world’s largest art
museum and one of the three largest museums of any
type, the Louvre holds a magnificent collection of more
than 400,000 artworks in seven categories: sculpture,
painting, decorative arts, Near Eastern antiquities, Egyptian
antiquities, Greek and Roman antiquities. Among all its
priceless collections, the Mona Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci,
Winged Victory of Samothrace and the Venus de Milo share
the greatest exposure and popularity around the world.

Paris is also known to mainland Chinese for another
activity: wedding photos. There are few better venues than
the majestic L'Arc de Triomphe, the spectacular Eiffel Tower
and the beautiful Place De La Concorde for that all-important
wedding album. After the shoot, newlyweds can visit the
Chateau de Montvillargenne to make a lifetime commitment
of love and take away a sweet and romantic memory.

Company information

TUlis a world leading travel group with a presence in over 180 countiies worldwide. Every year, nearly 30 million tourists from over 27 markets choose
TUI's professional all-round services. By the end of September 2011, TUI had a global staff of 73,700 people, 3,500 offices, 248 hotels, 140 aircraft

and six luxury ocean liners.
Tel: 86-10-85198800
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