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blend here, forming the unique and charming character of 
the city that is the key to understanding this city and makes 
travelling here the most unforgettable life experience.  

If you ask local people which aspect of the city they take 
pride in most, the answer would be the weather. There is 
sufficient sunshine but the temperature will never be too 
high. In one day, you can go surfing in one moment and after 
one hour’s drive you find you are skiing on the mountain 
in another moment. Such a geographic advantage is rare in 
US. The fine weather in Los Angeles makes outdoor sports 
possible in every season, therefore, sports is very popular in 
the city. People love outdoor sports like walking, running, 
swimming, and basketball, etc. and thus they all have 
beautiful bronze skin and keep good figure.    

Encounter stars while shopping
Los Angeles is also a shoppers’ paradise. The world-famous 
Beverly Hills represents fame, wealth and fortune. Beverly 
Hills is preferred by rich and famous Hollywood celebrities 
as a residential area, representing the essence of the most 

famous locations in Los Angeles. 

Local people call it the “Pearl of LA”. When coming to Beverly 
Hills, many tourists ask the locals whether they have seen a 
star. The locals always answer with smiles. In fact, it’s very 
likely to encounter a star. They go shopping, drink coffee 
and go to the beach like ordinary people, but you might not 
recognize them out of makeup or costume. 

In addition to visiting the well-known shops, do not miss 
some of the unique stores. There is a unique cheese store, 
boasting the most cheese available in LA and flourishing for 
decades. Master chef and Chocolatier Hasty Torres, founded 
Madame Chocolat here five years ago, famous for beautifully 
crafted French chocolates. People admire chocolates in the 
shape of high heels, sexy vests and flowers in the window 
display.

If you love a person, send her to New York because it is a 
paradise. If you hate a person, send her to New York because 
it is hell. New York is a city of extremes, while Los Angeles is 
only heaven, the City of Angels.

At the mention of Los Angeles, movie fans might think of Universal Studios Hollywood, while basketball 
fans will immediately think of the Lakers. 
In fact, Los Angeles is also the heart of American west coast, and a paradise of sun and sea. It is the 
birthplace of numerous American dreams and keeps creating new dreams for the world. 
A city favored by God, a city the Americans are proud of, a city nicknamed “City of Angels”. 

COLORFUL LOS ANGELES
CITY OF ANGELS

Artistic city
Los Angeles is the second-largest market, next to New York, 
for modern art in the United States. More than 150 galleries 
and numerous museums have made the city a palace of 
modern art. Originally Los Angeles was an artistic city 
with galleries and art institutions scattered across different 
neighborhoods. 

If you are an art enthusiast, Los Angeles is your Mecca. 
Galleries and museums here may satisfy your aesthetic 
and spiritual enjoyment. The Getty Center in Santa Monica 
is one of the richest art institutions in the world. It owns 
the largest collection of classic European paintings and 
sculptures outside the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York, and is called “Los Angeles' Louvre”. 

The Los Angeles County Museum of Art has a rich collection 
of artworks from different times and regions in its five 
exhibition halls. There are also many theme displays in the 
museum. Walking through generates the feeling one has 
transcended time and space in a time machine.

The art market and academic activities are lively and 
active in Los Angeles today, and the scale of art here is also 
growing larger. There is every reason to believe that Los 
Angeles will become the most important modern art base 
amid its wonderful scenery on the west coast. 

Leisure life in a fast-paced city
Los Angeles is spring-like all year round and the climate 
here is warm and comfortable. Various cultures meet and 

CITIES    



074 WORLD TOURISM CITY 075WORLD TOURISM CITY

BARCELONA

CITIES    



076 WORLD TOURISM CITY 077WORLD TOURISM CITY

CITIES    



078 WORLD TOURISM CITY 079WORLD TOURISM CITY

tourists so I took advantage of the sunshine, sea and sand of 
Barcelona just like locals. I felt warm basking in the sun, but 
this was not what I wanted to do the whole day. Jumping 
in Big Eyes, I found it didn’t take long before I arrived at 
lively La Boqueria market in La Rambla. It is better to get 
here early before the crowds of tourists arrived and when 
the seafood is fresh and lively. Fresh Mediterranean fruits, 
candies and spices are transported here early morning in a 
parade of attractive colors, scents and tastes. There is also 
mouthwatering Asturias goat cheese and dry-cured jam n. 
Wandering about munching on cheese and ham, I waited for 
the onset of noise from market bargaining.

Art everywhere
Many travelers go to Barcelona just for the Gaudi buildings 
scattered across the city. Built in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, these buildings bring strange and fantastic 
feelings with various natural elements. People are enchanted 
and linger on here.

The Gaudi buildings are so fascinating that you may be 
amazed at man’s creativeness. Each Gaudi building is 
worth visiting: Casa Mila, Casa Batlló, Parque Güell and La 
Sagrada Familia. Each is fantastic enough, but at the same 
time quite natural.

Barcelona is filled with hot and artistic atmosphere and half-
cooked paella. On the Rambla Street are various buskers, 
stalls, hawkers, passionate flamenco and the mosaic-like 
brick road: adventure could happen every minute. 

I went to Placa de Catalunya one afternoon. Wandering 
through the shops, grocery booths and food stores, I enjoyed 
diverse Spanish customs here. Small medieval castles, 
scarves shops, bakeries all revealed a trace of wildness 
and Catalan passion from their appearances full of ease 
and peace. Perhaps only in a place like Catalan can an 
architectural talent like Gaudi be cultivated. 

In the square, I heard a piece of beautiful music from a 
deep alley. Following the sound I found two people in a 
small square: one was a typical Spanish guy with curly hair 
playing the saxophone; the other was beating rhythms on a 
saucer-shaped basin. Beautiful music flowed slowly. At that 
time, I got to know this instrument called HANG. Its sound 
was fantastic beyond words: quiet and peaceful. I stood 
there silently the whole afternoon until the sunset. That’s 
all.

Although this was only a small moment in my Barcelona 
visit, it remains far more memorable for me than watching a 
90-minute football match at Camp Nou or eating seafood at 
the famous La Boqueria market. This is a city blessed by the 
sun and legends can be found in every corner under the sun.

Barcelona is like a magnet and few people find its charm resistible. The blood 
races walking the streets of Barna, as miracles can happen every minute in this city 
basking in the sun.

BARCELONA
CITY OF MIRACLES

Lazy, cozy & slow city
I feel I have a predestined relationship with Barcelona, 
and though I cannot explain this clearly I was certain I 
would come here some day. In fact, in an interview with a 
newspaper last year, I recommended Barcelona as a must-
see destination. It is better to go there when one is young, 
with passion. The reason to go to Barcelona I gave then 
was that one couldn’t find another place with such rich 
connotations. Everyone can find something satisfactory in 
Barcelona, be he or she an architecture fan, a football fan, a 
gourmet, a fashion fan or even a sunbather. 

Barcelona is a seaside city renowned for its sunshine and 
fine weather and I found that I was blessed with the grace 
of sunshine. Nourished by the moist ocean air in over 20  
weather, I found every cell in my body was full of energy 
and relaxed. With a cotton T-shirt, linen trousers, a pair of 
flip-flops and untied long hair, I felt extraordinarily relaxed.

The best way to see the city and enjoy the sunshine at the 
same time is to jump into a red tour bus called “Big Eyes” 
and choose a bleacher seat upstairs to sit. Humming a tune 
and basking in the sunshine, enjoy the beautiful scenery 
along different routes and experience the most comfortable 
way of traveling next to a riverboat cruise down the Seine. 

Seaside city with sunshine & beach
Downtown is next to the sea. After a dozen minutes’ walk 
from home or the prosperous La Rambla, the local people 
can hug the blue Mediterraneansea. We stayed at a hotel 
near Bogatell Beach and every morning after getting up we 
would go to the beach and bathe in the sun. We jogged along 
the blue coastline, rode a bicycle, went for a walk or played 
beach volleyball.

Wrapped in a beach towel, wearing sunglasses and 
changing into a bikini, I found the whole beach became 
a large bed to me. In the early morning there were few 
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Sin Temple and St John's Cathedral. 

Salute Hong Kong in the name of nostalgia
Hong Kong films are not only films but also a part of life 
for many Chinese mainland people. The Avenue of Stars is 
located along the harbor waterfront in Tsim Sha Tsui. It’s a 
promenade honoring celebrities and crews behind the scenes 
of the Hong Kong film industry. Starting with the Cultural 
Centre, set into the promenade are movie milestones, bronze 
sculptures for the Hong Kong Film Awards, as well as 
plaques containing hand prints and autographs of the stars. 
Walking on the avenue is like a tour through old memories.

Now it seems that only Temple Street is left for people to 
reminisce about old Hong Kong in this modern city. Temple 
Street is more attractive as night falls and time turns back 
under a magic spell. Temple Street at night is fantastic. 
Composed of stalls with specialty snacks, opera singers, 
fortune tellers, qigong masters as well as medicine sellers, 
the street is like a nightclub for ordinary people. The native 
culture of Temple Street is like an untamed beast, reflecting 
Hong Kong’s civic culture. This street was named one of the 
“Top Ten Attractions of Hong Kong” by Hong Kong Tourism 
Board in the 1980s.    

Splendid night scenery
Hong Kong's history can be traced back to the Neolithic Age, 

5,000 years ago. In the Ming dynasty, a small harbor in the 
south of Hong Kong Island became a feeder port to transport 
spices from Guangdong. It was famous for transporting 
spices from the city of Dongguan, Guangdong Province 
and was named “hoeng gong” in Cantonese, meaning 
spice harbor. Hong Kong’s feudal history is long, which 
can be interpreted many ways. Its modern history can be 
interpreted sufficiently by Victoria Harbour. Modern Hong 
Kong enjoys the reputation of “the Pearl of the Orient”, one of 
the “Four Asian Tigers”, “the Hollywood of the East” and the 
third-largest banking center in the world. All of these honors 
are based on Victoria Harbour. Victoria Harbour makes 
Hong Kong enjoy among the three best nightscapes of the 
world.

In addition to the night scenery of Victoria Harbour, the city 
and people offer more splendid scenery. Hong Kong is one 
of the world's most densely populated cities. Thus tourism 
has nothing to do with any natural scenery. The highest 
mountain in Hong Kong is Victoria Peak. With an altitude 
of 554 meters, it offers views of the city. A platform near the 
peak overlooks the city and Victoria Harbour. Looking from 
Victoria Peak at night, thousands of lights form magnificent 
night scenery. Each light is like a firework, and behind each 
window a secret is hidden. This is a solid fireworks display, 
formed over a decade by the Hong Kong people. It is enough 
to move you, me and the whole world.

For many, Hong Kong is a simple city, a synonym for the “shopping paradise”. But Hong Kong is not 
just a shopping paradise. It also boasts diverse cultures, embracing modern and classical, Chinese and 
Western features. It’s like a dark cocktail with a special taste.

HONG KONG
MIXED CITY IN A MODERN ERA

Two extremes in Hong Kong
Hong Kong is an immigrant society. In addition to 95 percent 
Chinese, there are British, Indian, Portuguese and other 
groups in Hong Kong’s population. Different ethnic groups 
and immigrants from different countries have made Hong 
Kong diverse and complex, like a miniature version of the 
world. What is even more striking is that Hong Kong is so 
modern yet also has a profound traditional culture. Both 

cultures have coexisted in Hong Kong throughout its long 
history: traditional Chinese and western culture. Such two 
different, even contradictory, traditional cultures can only 
coexist and become localized in Hong Kong.

Though small, Hong Kong is complex. It is always futile 
to try to accurately read it. Visitors may fail to know 
everything about the city in a short time, but at least they 
can feel the two extremes of the city after visiting Wong Tai 
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person plays the accordion while people dance to old songs 
sung by the group. Performances earn frequent applause 
from passing tourists, quite similar to the amateur Peking 
Opera performers in Beijing’s Beihai and Zhongshan parks.

Colorful La Boca
La Boca is your first port-of-call in Buenos Aires, a 
neighborhood of unique characteristics that plays a key 
role in Argentine culture. It is a popular destination 
for tourists visiting Argentina with its colorful houses, 
creative sculptures and spiky graffiti. At the turn of the 20th 
century, European immigrants, the majority Genoese from 
Italy, came to settle here. 

La Boca is known for its tango and cafes. The origins of 
tango can be traced back here. There are souvenir shops 
and peddlers in the neighborhood selling tango-themed 
paintings, sculptures, clothes and key holders. The most 
popular buys are the football strips of the Argentine national 
team. Many locals regard La Boca as a poverty-stricken 
area and don’t dare to come here at night, yet its origins and 
uniqueness still attract many tourists.

Today’s La Boca has become a haven for artists. It was 
Benito, a local painter, who began to paint the rusty houses 
and later other artists joined him in daubing the old houses 
in Sahara-like yellows, Turkish blues, Madrid reds and 
Venetian School purples. Though the cheerful colors could 
not disguise the hardness of their working lives, with 
ingrained optimism Argentines are happy enough to see the 
colorful La Boca.

Kingdom of football
Go and see a football match to experience the bold and 
unrestrained mettle of Argentine football fans and to 
appreciate the refined artistry of South American players. 

The Argentines’ love for football goes far beyond one’s 
imagination. You can find people, children and adults, 
playing football everywhere, in the spare open spaces on 
streets, under viaducts, in parks, in communities and so on. 
Without standard goals, they fashion a few pieces of wood to 
create a simple one. Without boots, children play barefoot. It 
is this obsession and enthusiasm that earned Argentina the 
nickname “Kingdom of Football”.

If you have no chance to see a match, then it’s not a bad idea 
to visit a stadium. The most famous football club in Buenos 
Aires is Boca Juniors, which passes on the torch of Argentine 
football tradition. This club has cultivated stars including 
Maradona and Batistuta. Boca Juniors fans are especially 
proud of these two, who have won numerous honors for 
Argentina and have become symbols of Argentine football at 
different times. After enjoying tango and catching a match, 
you will have no regrets about visiting Argentina. 

The Argentines are proud of two things – their football and their tango – and one can 
appreciate them both in the capital city. Dubbed “the Paris of South America”, Buenos Aires 
attracts tourists not just for its football and tango, but also for its modern and ancient elements. 

It is a city that once you arrive, you never want to leave.

BUENOS AIRES
CITY OF PASSION

Charming tango 
A tango show is a must-see for a perfect travel in Argentine. 
In fact, tango is everywhere in the murals and crafts, streets 
and parks. Originating in the poorer districts, tango combines 
music, song and dance and was the way the masses 
entertained themselves. In 1906, when tango impresario 
Bilardo brought this art form to France, Parisians loved it. 

La Boca in Buenos Aires is the home of tango. The tango 

today consists of a variety of styles that developed over 
hundreds of years including romantic, festive, humorous 
and new tango. There are many theaters in Buenos Aires to 
appreciate tango while enjoying appetizing Argentine food, 
an unforgettable experience for tourists. 

Besides tango in theaters, tourists can also appreciate 
simple tango in parks. A stroll in park on weekends reveals 
old people practicing and performing in small groups. One 
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