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BETTER CITY LIFE THROUGH TOURISM

The WTCF was founded in Beijing in September, 2012 on a voluntary basis by tourism cities and tourism-related
institutions across the world as a non-profit, non-governmental international organization. As of today, 67 cities and
tourism institutions have joined the organization as its official members. The WTCF is committed to facilitating
exchanges between tourism cities, and promoting development of the global tourism market and tourism culture.

As the capital city, political and cultural center of China, not only is Beijing a time-honored city with a history of over
3000 years and a 860-year history as China’s capital, it is also a prosperous international metropolis with a population of
over 20 million. In the past five years, Beijing’s economy has been growing at an average annual rate of 9.1%. Currently,
the tertiary industry accounts for 76.4% of the local economy, among which the financial and wholesale and retail
sectors constitute 14.6% and 12.8% respectively. The emerging industries have witnessed rapid growth in recent years,
with high-tech industries and creative industries contributing 6.4% and 12.3% respectively to local GDP.

With sustainable and fast economic growth,
Beijing has opened wider to the outside
world. It has been twinned with 48 cities
in 43 countries, and is home to 127 regional
headquarters of multi-national corporations.
In 2012, Beijing attracted 8.04 billion US
dollars of inward foreign investment and
made 1.19 billion US dollars of outward
investment. The city hosted more than 100
international conferences and 43 major
sporting events. The successful hosting of
the Beijing Olympic Games ushered in a new
phase of development for Beijing. We have
put in place and implemented the strategy of
pursuing development driven by scientific,
technological and cultural innovation. We
shall continue to reform and open-up, and
pay more attention to improved quality
and efficiency of economic growth, better
public services, geographically- balanced
development and better livelihood for our
citizens. By doing so, we aspire to advance economic, political, cultural, social and ecological developments in all-
rounded way and make greater strides toward our longterm goal of building Beijing into a world city with Chinese
characteristics.

Tourism is a leisure and healthy activity that benefits the body and relaxes the mind. It is an important indicator of
human living standards. Endowed with rich tourism resources, Beijing is home to 6 UNESCO cultural heritage sites
-- the Great Wall, the Forbidden City and the Summer Palace, as well as the magnificent sports complexes built for the
Beijing Olympics, including the Bird’s Nest and Water Cube. Beijing hosts nearly 100 big cultural and sporting events
on average each year. In 2012, Beijing received 231 million Chinese and foreign tourists. The added value of tourism
industry was estimated at 133.62 billion RMB, or 7.5% of the city’s total GDP, making tourism an economic pillar of the
city. | sincerely invite all of you to visit the city of Beijing to personally experience the tradition, culture and beauty of
China in person and see through your own eyes the fascinating changes that have occurred and are taking place in this
oriental city.

Mr. Wang Anshun, Chairman of the Council of the WTCF and Mayor of Beijing
( Speech at the UN Work Luncheon on Sustainable Urban Development and Tourism)
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New members of WITCF before the Second World Tourism Cities :
Federation Councilis held on Septermber 12, 2013 (107)
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A&KSERE (Abercrombie & Kent) PEBEFMAIERHERAS] (Air China Limited)  ZEEiziEA5) (America Express)
ZEERFAS) (American Tours International LLC.) BRI T+ (America Asia Travel Center Inc.)
JER T EEREBIREEAS] (Beiing Gongmei Group Co, Ltd.)  ERE#BiRIFERE (Bejing Tourism Group)



