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   The World Tourism Cities Federation (WTCF) is the premier international tourism organization, which 
takes cities as its focus in the world. It is a non-profit, nongovernmental organization voluntarily formed by tourism 
cities and tourism-related organizations of various countries and regions of the world. Under the core idea of Better 
City Life through Tourism , WTCF aims at promoting the development of the tourism industry throughout 
the world. At present, more than 100 world-renowned tourism cities and organizations have joined the Federation. 
WTCF has achieved great success since its foundation in 2012.

From 12 to 14 September 2013, we will hold the 2nd  WTCF Council & 2013 Beijing Fragrant Hills 
Tourism Summit.More than 100 WTCF member cities and institutions will gather in Beijing for a discussion 
on the development of tourism industry and the future of tourism cities in a recovering global economy. 
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WTCF organized the UN Work Luncheon on Sustainable Urban 
Development and Tourism, and signed a memorandum of 
understanding on cooperation with the International Health and 
Environmental Organization

WTCF Secretariat moved into its new office

WTCF Secretariat visited Chicago, Rio de Janeiro, Santiago and other 
cities

 The Committee of Experts of the WTCF was founded

2013 World Tourism Cities Federation Council and the Second 
Beijing Fragrant Hills Tourism Summit will be held  in Beijing, and 
Committee of Aviation, Committee of Tourism-Related Businesses and 
Committee of Media will be established 

Chronicle of WTCF
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Inaugural Meeting of the World Tourism Cities Federation (WTCF) and Beijing 
Fragrant Hills Tourism Summit opened in Beijing

Lu Yong, Secretary-General of World Cities Federation Secretariat, visited 
Athens, Edinburgh, Wales, Geneva, and Zurich etc.

January & May, 2013 

WTCF Secretariat visited the non-city member of WTCF - American Tours 
International

WTCF and the Committee for Tourism and Hotel Industry of Moscow signed a 
MOU

The mayor of Athens George Kaminis, Athens Municipal Council Chairman 
Fotis Pravotas, and their delegation visited Beijing and reached an agreement 
in cooperation with WTCF
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of tourism to cities around the world. The CEO of PATA 
Mr. Martin J Craigs said that the establishment of 
WTCF would combine the strengths of tourism cities, 
institutions and individuals to practice the idea of 
"Better City Life through Tourism”, promote the social 
and economic development of world tourism cities, and 
the image of tourist cities by effective cooperation and 
communication. The CEO and president of WTTC Mr. 
David Scowsill said that in the near future WTCF would 
build a high level platform for dialogues among tourism 
cities and promote the communication and exchanges 
among them.

Under the theme of "Tourism Makes City Life Better", 
the three-day summit included such activities as 
general assembly, the first council, world tourism city 
expo, Beijing Fragrant Hills Tourism Summit, zones 
for exchanges, the inaugural meeting of WTCF, world 
tourism city movie show, world tourism city food show, 
and award ceremony, etc..

The federation signed Beijing Declaration, and delegates 
reached a consensus on the development of tourism in 
the new historical environment: jointly focusing on the 
world tourism development, establishing co-innovation 
cooperation mechanism, enriching the content of 
cooperation, enhancing the level of cooperation, and building 
the sustainable international tourism organizations, so as 
to contribute to the sharing, co-creation and win-win of 
the human civilization and the peaceful development of the 
world.

This is a harmonious assembly; peace and development 
are the common aspirations of delegates. “Better City Life 
through Tourism” becomes the common aspiration of all 
delegates.

This is a successful general assembly, at which WTCF is 
established. Its establishment sets up a milestone in the 
history of the world tourism development.

Inaugural Meeting of the World Tourism 
Cities Federation and Beijing Fragrant 
Hills Tourism Summit Held in Beijing
Inaugural Meeting of the World Tourism Cities Federation 
(WTCF) and Beijing Fragrant Hills Tourism Summit 
were held on September 15th, 2012 in Beijing. WTCF is a 
nonprofit,non-governmental international organization 
pioneered by Beijing, co-sponsored with many famous 
tourist cities, and participated by numerous tourist cities 
and organizations over the world, and it’s the world’s first 
city-oriented international tourism organization.

United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), 
World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC), and Pacific Asia 

Travel Association(PATA) all followed with great  interest 
and made positive comments on  the  initiation and 
establishment of WTCF. The UNWTO Secretary General 
Mr. Taleb Rifai, the CEO of PATA Mr. Martin J Craigs, 
and the CEO and president of WTTC Mr. David Scowsill 
sent congratulatory letters to WTCF respectively. The 
establishment of WTCF was also supported by famous 
international cities. The UNWTO Secretary General Mr. 
Taleb Rifai said that WTCF, established under the theme of 
"Tourism Makes City Life Better", is of unique and important 
significance to the building of consensus on the importance 
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WTCF Secretariat 
Moves into a New Office

On May 27, 2013, the WTCF moved into its new office, which is located on the 6th floor of 
Building A at No. 3 Binhe Road, Deshengmen, Xicheng District, Beijing.

The selection of the new office for WTCF is to make it more convenient to develop 
international communication and cooperation. WTCF will continue to work on the belief of 
“Tourism Makes City Life Better”, strengthen the international connection between cities and 
promote the coordinative development of the economy and society of world tourism cities.
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UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon and Mr.Wang Anshun & 
Ambassador Li Baodong

On May 8, 2013 (New York local time), the United Nations’ 
“sustainable city development and tourism” round table 
meeting hosted by the World Tourism Cities Federation, 
China's Permanent Mission to the United Nations and 
International Health and Environmental Organization, 
and the signing ceremony of the cooperation memorandum 
book, were held in the headquarters of the United Nations. 
The meeting was presided over by Li Baodong, China's 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations. President 
of the Council of World Tourism Cities Federation and the 
Mayor of Beijing, Wang Anshun, and Deputy Secretary-
General of the United Nations Eliasson attended the meeting 
and delivered their speeches.

As soon as the meeting began, Mr. Eliasson, Deputy 
Secretary-General of the United Nations expressed his high 
recognition to the status as an international organization, 
the development goals and the core concept of the World 
Tourism Cities Federation. In his speech, he proposed that 
governments, the tourism industry and common citizens 
should cooperate to boost the sustainable development of 
the tourism industry, try to make sure to fairly share the 
universality and equity of the sustainable achievements of 
cities and tourism, work together to protect the ecosystem 
and finally lay a good foundation for city growth and 
tourism development.

Wang Anshun, Chairman of the World Tourism Cities 
Federation and Mayor of Beijing, said in his speech the World 
Tourism Cities Federation has promoted the communication 
of the world’s tourism market, tourism culture, social 
interaction among people from all over the world and 
provided an important stage for the accomplishment of “open 
world fusion” which is emphasized by the “implementation 
in one thousand years” plan proposed by the United Nations. 
He said that he is willing to work with all tourism cities, to 
protect the earth where we live and build a bridge for the 
development and fusion of the whole world.

The Deputy Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr. 
Jan Eliasson and the Chairman of the World Tourism 
Cities Federation and the Mayor of Beijing, Wang Anshun, 
have witnessed the World Tourism Cities Federation 
together. The Secretary General of the World Tourism 
Cities Federation and Director of the Beijing Municipal 
Commission of Tourism Development, Mr. Luyong and 

rotating Chairman of the international organization of 
health and the environment, permanent representative of 
Comorin to the United Nations, Mr. Kaambi Roubani signed 
the memorandum of cooperation together. The two sides 
stated that the World Tourism Cities Federation and the 
International Health and Environmental Organization have 
established a strategic cooperative partnership, agree that 
tourism is to spread civilization, communication of culture 
and promote the bridge of friendship. It is an important 
indicator of the improvement of human living standards 
and the important driving force of the development of 
the economy. Both sides acknowledged the important 
effect of the modern tourism industry on the sustainable 
development of cities. It has positive effects to stress the 
development of the tourism industry. Both sides hope to 
strengthen coordination and cooperation with world tourist 
cities, tourism agencies, to achieve sustainable and healthy 
development of cities.

The Chairman of the World Tourism Cities Federation and 
Mayor of Beijing, Wang Anshun invited the International 
Organization of Health and the Environment to attend 
the “Beijing Fragrant Hills Summit” which will be held 
in September in Beijing, experience the cultural charm of 
Beijing and discuss cooperation and development together.

WTCF Recognized by the United Nations 
Gains Support Status as an International 
Organization
The World Tourism Cities Federation and the United Nations 
Organization of Health and the Environment Have Established a 
Strategic Cooperative Partnership

Speech of Mr.Wang Anshun , Mayor of Beijing
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The Committee of Experts 
of the WTCF Founded in 
Beijing
On June 25, 2013, the Committee of Experts of the 
WTCF was founded at BTG Fragrant Hill Hotel. 
Cheng Hong, Deputy Mayor of Beijing and Lu Yong, 
Secretary General of the WTCF attended the meeting.

The Expert Committee is the top consultancy 
organization and insight group and is made up of 
15 experts and scholars from well-known global 
tourism organizations and tourism colleges. It is to 
provide brainstorming support for the WTCF and 
promote the development of global tourism cities via 
academic research activities.

Deputy Mayor Cheng Hong gave her warm 
congratulations towards the foundation of the Expert 
Committee. She said that the foundation of the Expert 
Committee provides a solid academic platform for the 
WTCF and exerts a positive and profound influence 
on improving the levels of academic research of the 
WTCF, promoting the progress of democratized and 
scientific decision-making processes and benefitted 
by receiving suggestions from experts. She also 
expressed her hope to work together with member 
cities and organizations to make the WTCF a Davos 
Forum in the global tourism industry.

Lu Yong, Secretary General of the WTCF and 
Director of the Beijing Tourism Committee pointed 
out that the foundation of the Expert Committee 
helps provide a powerful insight support arm for 
forming standard service regulations, standard 
service beliefs, convenient service methods and an 
effective communication mechanism in the WTCF. 
It holds a high reputation in the tourism industry 
and academia. This helps lay a solid foundation for 
WTCF’s further performance and realization of 
scientific development. The efforts of the experts 

will be much obliging in providing wisdom support 
for the WTCF, academic achievement and standard 
regulations and direction which can lead to the 
sustainable development of world tourism cities.

In the meeting, Professor Wei Xiao’an from China 
Tourism Academy was elected Chairman of the 
Expert Committee, Professor Morrison from Purdue 
University, Professor Zhang Hui from Beijing 
Jiaotong University and Professor Zou Tongqian, 
from Beijing International Studies University were 
elected Vice Chairmen of the Expert Committee.

Discussions about the “Expert Committee Charter”, 
“World Tourism City Appraisal System”, and 
“Fundamental Framework of World Tourism City 
Service (Beijing Consensus)” were carried out at 
the meeting. Experts present brainstormed and 
expressed their own points of views. The four 
objectives of the Expert Committee are as follows. 
First, the appraisal system on world tourism cities 
will be discussed and published annually. Second, 
the annual report on the development of world 
tourism cities will be made available each year. 
Third, daily communication mechanisms will be 
established to strengthen the communication and 
mutual comprehension between expert members. 
The last is to research issues of the WTCF and 
development plans of the city members and to report 
the research achievement results on time. 

The “Fundamental Framework of World Tourism 
City Service (Beijing Consensus)” is to be published 
during the Second Fragrant Hills Summit in 
September, 2013 to set up the fundamental 
regulations of tourism service for each city. 

Experts of the WTCF 
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 WTCF Committee of Aviation is committed to building a 
platform for the communication, exchanges and cooperation 
among cities, airports and airlines. Both the development 
of air transportation market and the utilization of related 
resources and the facilitation and scale of intercity travel 
will be promoted through dialogues, communication and 
cooperation in the industry and with other industries. This 
committee is initiated by CAH and Air China. 

    WTCF Committee of Media is committed to building a 
media communication platform to improve the development 
of international tourism industry and cities. It evaluates, 
researches, and promotes the development of urban 
economy and culture based on tourism. As the think 
tank and transmitter of WTCF related industries, WTCF 
Committee of Media will carry out information exchange 
and image promotion and fully promote the cooperation of 

governments, media and related industries among world 

tourism cities. The committee is initiated by Beijing News, 

CCTV, China Daily, Hong Kong WenweiPo, China News 

Service, SINA and Chinese National Geography.

WTCF Committee of Tourism-Related Businesses is made 

up of large enterprises with qualified brand advantage 

and market influence and closely related to tourism. It is 

committed to the goal of serving the members, tourism 

and society and building a platform for the communication 

between cities and enterprises and dialogues among 

enterprises through international communication and 

cooperation among the members based on the mechanism 

of mutual benefit and sharing, sustainable development of 

tourism, and the common idea of “tourism makes city life 

better”.

Lantern festival in Chengdu Night view in Volga

Wonderland of Ice

WTCF to Establish Three 
Branch Committees

In September 2013, Committee of Aviation, Committee of Media and Committee of 
Tourism-Related Businesses will be established at the first anniversary of WTCF. 

This is resulted from WTCF’s continuous exploration and research, and strengthening 
communication with cities since its foundation. The establishment of the three committees will 

improve the organization structure of WTCF and build a good base for the sustainable 
development of tourism-related industries.

Ice sculpture
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WTCF Greatly Promotes 
Exchanges among Cities

The establishment of WTCF greatly promotes communications among world tourism 
cities. Since its establishment, WTCF has visited its member cities and institutions as well 
as cities willing to join it several times, and it has also received delegations from all over the 

world, bringing tourism cities closer to each other. 

Lu Yong, Secretary-General of World Cities 
Federation Secretariat, visited Athens, 
Wales, London, Edinburgh, Geneva, and 
Zurich etc. in December, 2012.
Entrusted by Chairman of the Council of the WTCF and 

Beijing Acting Mayor Wang Anshun, Secretary-General of 

World Cities Federation Secretariat Lu Yong visited Athens, 

Wales, London, and Edinburgh to attend the new member 

induction ceremonies from December 7, 2012 to December 
12, 2012.

On December 7, on the new member induction ceremony of 
Athens, the Mayor of Athens Mr. Kaminis and deputy mayor 
of Athens Mr. Provatas expressed that it is the honor of 
Athens to join WTCF initiated by Beijing and that tourism is 
the leading industry and important resource of Athens. They 
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In January and May, 2013, the Secretary-General of WTCF 
Secretariat Lu Yong led a delegation to visit American Tours 
International (ATI) twice, a WTCF member institution based 
in L.A., and had a friendly meeting with Ms. Noel Irwin 
Hentschel, Chairman of ATI, and Mr. Gu Tao.

The two sides had an in-depth discussion on the model of 
WTCF membership in the United States, the agenda of the 
2013 General Assembly and the ways for ATI to play a bigger 
role in the federation. ATI Chairman Ms. Hentschel said 
her company was ready to work with the WTCF to bring 
more American airline companies, financial institutions, 
tour agencies and other tourism-related institutions into 
the Federation, and apply to host a dialogue among WTCF 
members in the United States. She also proposed the idea 
of setting up a WTCF branch for tour agencies for the 
purpose of promoting resources sharing and improving the 
quality of cooperation between tour agencies. At the end of 
the meeting, Vice Chairman Yu invited Ms. Hentschel and 
Mr. Gu to attend the 2013 WTCF Council Meeting and the 
Fragrant Hills Tourism Summit.

March 22, 2013, Moscow: 

On the occasion to mark 2013 as “the “Year of Chinese 
Tourism” in Russia, the World Tourism Cities Federation 
and the Committee for Tourism and Hotel Industry of 
Moscow signed a MOU to promote tourism between China 
and Russia. Under the MOU, the two sides will further 
cooperation in promoting tourism, sharing tourism event 
information and resources, enhance mutual visits and 
tourism related exchange programs. The MOU was signed 
by Mr. Lu Yong, the Secretary-General of the WTCF and 
also the chairman of the Beijing Municipal Commission of 
Tourism Development; and Mr. Sergei Shpilko, Chairman of 
the Committee for Tourism and Hotel Industry of Moscow.

In accordance with the MOU, the WTCF will strengthen 
communication and cooperation with the Moscow 
Committee for Tourism, support Russia in organizing the 
“Year of Chinese Tourism” activities, release information to 
the city members, non-city members and media partners 

Hollywood in Los Angeles; Boca football fans in Buenos Aires;

Amsterdam

said Athens would actively participate in WTCF activities 
and they hoped to strengthen the exchange and cooperation 
between Athens and other WTCF members, particularly 
between Athens and Beijing. 

On December 10, WTCF accepted Wales as its member and 
the induction ceremony was held at Brunel meeting hall 
in Cardiff, the capital city of Wales. The Head of Tourism 
Bureau of Wales Ms. Manon expressed that Wales would 
actively participate in WTCF activities and would start the 
preparatory work immediately for attending the annual 
meeting of WTCF and Beijing Fragrant Hills Tourism 
Summit to be held in October, 2013.  London attended the 
inaugural meeting of the WTCF held on September 15, 2012 
as an observer city. After witnessing the influential and 
attractive activities held by WTCF at its founding, London 
decided to join it. To gain a better understanding of WTCF, 
London Development Agency invited WTCF Secretariat 
to visit London before signing with WTCF. On December 
11, after communicating with visiting WTCF Secretariat, 
deputy director of London Development Agency in charge 
of tourism Ms. Chappell decided to sign the membership 
agreement at once. At the signing ceremony, Ms. Chappell 
expressed that London should join WTCF immediately as 
WTCF is so lively an organization and joining it is a win-
win.  

On December 12, the signing ceremony of Edinburgh to join 
WTCF was held at the city hall of Edinburgh. The mayor of 

Edinburgh Mr. Donald Wilson remarked that it is good for 

Edinburgh to join WTCF. He said  Edinburgh 2020 Tourism 

Strategy gives great importance to the contribution of 

tourism to urban development and it is also very important 

for Edinburgh to cooperate with other main cities in the 

world.  On behalf of Edinburgh, the chairman of Edinburgh 

Tourism Action Group Robin Worsnop signed the application 

agreement with WTCF.

Learning that WTCF was visiting Europe, the municipal 

governments of Geneva and Zurich also showed great 

interest to join it and invited the secretariat staff of WTCF 

to visit the two cities. The head of Geneva Tourism & 

Convention Bureau, Mr. Jobin, and director of Geneva 

Convention Bureau, Ms. Loetscher had a friendly talk with 

WTCF secretariat staff and discussed with them about 

matters concerning Geneva’s entry into WTCF. The person 

in charge of Geneva expressed that Geneva would start 

the procedure to join WTCF the next year. The former 

mayor of Zurich and present Zurich Tourism President 

Mr. Ledergerber communicated with WTCF secretariat 

and said he would consider about Zurich’s joining WTCF 

and give positive responses. Switzerland Tourism 

and Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland 

also had friendly talks with the Secretariat staff and 

expressed that they would actively push forward the entry 

of famous tourism cities in Switzerland into WTCF.
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proposals about Athens tourism marketing and a publicity 
strategy of popularizing travel to Athens.

On the morning of 29 March, the representative of WTCF  
Secretariat attended the first meeting of the “Beijing-Athens 
Cooperation Council”. Vice director Yu said they expected 
to closely cooperate with UCSEEC and attract more cities to 
join the WTCF, accelerate the business cooperation between 
Athens and non-city members of the WTCF; and he invited 
representatives from Athens to attend the 2013 World 
Tourism City 2013 Beijing Fragrant Hills Summit.

On the afternoon of March 29th, Wang Anshun, the Mayor 
of Beijing and Chairman of the WTCF Council, along with 
Lu Yong, the Secretary-General of the WTCF, met Mayor 
George Kaminice and Foddis Provatas, the President of 
the Municipal Council. Mayor Wang hopes to promote 
cooperation and friendly relations between the two cities 
in a practical manner. Mayor Kaminice said they would 
continue to increase investment, exchanges and cooperation 
in education and culture with Beijing for the mutual benefit 
of both sides.

On the afternoon of March 30th, Secretary-General Lu Yong 
met Foddis Provatas, the President of the Municipal Council. 
The two sides carried out detailed negotiations about 
deepening bilateral travel cooperation. Mr. Provatas said 
that they would actively popularize the WTCF to 15 member 
cities of UCSEEC and invite them to join. Secretary-General 
Lu Yong said that they would actively display the platform 
functions of the WTCF and recommend the tourist resources 
of Athens.

After WTCF signed a memorandum of understanding 
on cooperation with the International Health and 
Environmental Organization and held a round-table 
conference on Sustainable Urban Development and Tourism 
on May 8, 2013, WTCF Secretary-General Lu Yong and his 
delegation were invited to visit New York, Philadelphia, 
Washington, Ottawa, and other tourism cities from May 9 
to May 12 and discussed issues with these cities concerning 
their entry into WTCF. The person in charge of business 
strategic cooperation of Washington expressed that 
Washington had decided to join WTCF and the government 
delegation of Washington would visit Beijing in June and 
sign a formal membership agreement with WTCF then.

Architecture in Tel Aviv

Architecture in Tel Aviv

of the WTCF through various channels, and facilitate 
tourist visits to Moscow and Russia. Moscow, which is an 
important member of the WTCF, will play a more active 
role in advancing tourism cooperation between WTCF city 
members. During 2012 “Year of Russian Tourism” in China, 
the two sides arranged visits of 50 Russian families to the 
homes of ordinary Beijing residents - an initiative that 
produced positive results and feedback in both countries. 
By signing the MOU, the two sides aim to expand the 
channels and forms of cooperation and explore new ways for 
promoting mutually beneficial tourism cooperation between 
Beijing and Moscow and among the members of the WTCF.

From March 27th to the 31st, George Kaminice, the Mayor of 
Athens, and Foddis Provatas, the President of the Municipal 
Council, headed a delegation to visit Beijing; during their 
trip, they met with the Secretariat of the World Tourism 
Cities Federation (hereafter referred to as the WTCF) 
several times and reached an agreement concerning future 
cooperation.

On the afternoon of 27 March, the delegation of the Athens’ 
tourism organizations visited the WTCF Secretariat and 
representatives of eight famous tourism enterprises, 
including China Travel Service Head Office (Beijing) Co., Ltd, 
China International Travel Service Limited (Head Office), 
China CYTS Tours Holding Co., Ltd, BTG International 
Travel &Tours, Beijing CAISSA International Travel Service 
Co., Ltd, Beijing UTour International Travel Service Co., Ltd, 
YOYO (Beijing) Travel Service, and China Comfort Travel 
Group Co., Ltd to engage in business discussions.

The Secretariat, introduced the development conditions 
of the WTCF and sent out a membership invitation to the 
Athens tourism enterprises that participated in the meeting. 
Mr. Calgaryroth, the President of Athens Development & 
Tourism Management Agency introduced Athens and Greece 
in detail, and expressed great interest about cooperating 
with the WTCF and tourism organizations in the future; 
representatives of the Athens tourism enterprise welcomed 
the WTCF and tourism organizations to visit Greece and 
expand the publicity about Athens’ travel resources. Mr. 
Liu Wuxiong, the Vice President of China International 
Travel Service Limited (Head Office), and Ms. Li Jing, the 
Vice President of China CYTS Tours Holding Co., Ltd, made 
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Bureau Chief of the Santiago Metropolitan Region and more 
than 50 guests from the Chilean National Foundation, the 
Chilean Foreign Trade Promotion Bureau, TAM and over 40 
other companies appeared in the briefing.

At first, the Deputy Director of the Beijing Municipal 
Commission of Tourism Development, An Jinming delivered 
his speech to all guests. His introduction emphasized the 
development of the WTCF which was launched and founded 
by Beijing with the assistance of Barcelona, Los Angeles 
and many other world-famous tourism cities. In addition, 
Secretary General of the WTCF Lu Yong invited the Santiago 
Metropolitan Region to join the WTCF.

Mr. Juan Lopez, the man in charge of the Tourismo Chile 
introduced Chile’s tourism resources in detail. According 
to statistics, the current tourists traveling in Chile mainly 
come from the Americas, Europe and Asia. Chile wants to 
get a better development of her tourism through joining the 
WTCF. This year, Chile will organize groups to participate in 
the Second Beijing Fragrant Hills Tourism Summit and Expo 
of the World Tourism Cities and will conduct the theme day 
promotional activities.

The guests participating in the seminar spoke highly of 
this seminar. The Tourism Bureau Chief of the Santiago 
Metropolitan Region, Blamo said, “WTCF is a new-born 
platform filled with creation and dynamism, and we 
cannot but help in joining this organization.” And TAM 
also expressed her positive expectation to join the Airline 
Alliance of the WTCF.

Landscape in Athens

Landscape in Athens Architecture in Rio de Janeiro

On June 14th, the WTCF delegation visited the Rio de 
Janeiro Tourism Bureau (hereinafter referred to as Rio). The 
chairman of the Rio de Janeiro Tourism Bureau Mr. Carlos, 
sales manager Mr. Paulo, the government travel consultant 
Mr. George, etc had a friendly meeting with the WTCF 
delegation.

  Mr. Carlos paid special attention to the formation and 
development of the WTCF; he congratulated that so many 
well-known tourism cities and tourism agencies have joined 
the WTCF and he hopes that Rio would join the WTCF 
as soon as possible. At the same time, he pointed out that 
currently the main task of Rio is to make good preparation 
for the 2014 World Cup and 2016 Summer Olympics. He said 
that in 2012 there were 200 million inbound tourists visiting 
Rio, and he hoped the number of inbound tourists would 
greatly increase in the next few years.

Secretary-General Yan Han introduced the job duties of 

the WTCF, the 2013 Beijing World Tourism Cities-Fragrant 

Hills Summit and related preparatory situations in detail. 

Meanwhile, he introduced the basic information of the 

development of Beijing tourism, Beijing’s 72-hour Visa Free 

policy and the development of the World Tourism Cities 

Federation. He, on behalf of WTCF Secretary General Lu 

Yong, invited Rio de Janeiro to join the World Tourism Cities 

Federation.

Rio showed great expectations for joining the WTCF and the 

Second Annual Beijing Fragrant Hills Summit and Expo.

On June 18, 2013, the WTCF Seminar was held in the 

capital of Chile’s Santiago. Mr. Zhang Runsheng, the agency 

member and political counselor of the People's Republic of 

China Embassy in Chile, Ms. Andrea, the general manager 

of Toursimo Chile and in the tourism secretariat of Chile’s 

National Economic Department, Mr. Blamo, the Tourism 
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and attract the attention from all over the world. 
For example, New Year's Eve Countdown Ceremony 
held at Times Square in New York, New Year's Eve 
Fireworks Display at London Eye in London, New Year's Eve 
Celebration at the Eiffel Tower in Paris, New Year's Eve 
Fireworks Display at Sydney Harbor Bridge, traditional 
countdown celebrations held at Shibuya in Tokyo, fireworks 
and sight-seeing parade organized by the Victoria Harbor, 
Hong Kong, etc.. These city countdown celebrations attract 
a number of tourists every year, bring great benefits to 
local tourism economy, and gradually become influential 
“business cards” sent to the world.

 “To hold New Year Eve Countdown Celebrations is a way 
to comprehensively display Beijing’s image as a tourist city.”  
As an international metropolis, Beijing’s reputation has been 
greatly enhanced, and the city is gaining more and more 
concern from the world. Cultural innovation, scientific and 
technological advancement, and talents gathering have made 
Beijing prepared in cultural strength and organizing ability 
to hold New Year celebrations with Chinese characteristics 
and of international level. It’s a good practice to show 
Beijing’s image as a world tourist city to global spectators by 
holding New Year Eve Countdown Celebrations.

The New Year concert sponsored by Beijing Municipal 
Commission of Tourism Department - “Beautiful Beijing” – 
Chinese Top Choir Concert 2013 - was held at Forbidden City 
Music Hall, Beijing on the night of January 23.

The concert brings classical music performed by the world's 
first-class Chinese musicians to Beijing, including the world-
renowned Chinese musicians Dilber, Fan Jingma, Yuan 

Chenye, Gao Can, Shen Wenyu and Chinese chief performers 

from "Chinese Chief Philharmonic Orchestra". The repertoire 

covers classical Chinese and Western musical works like 

"Beijing Carol" and Carmen "Overture".

It’s an important attempt and has played an important role 

in promoting the latest tourism products of Beijing and 

the image of Beijing as a beautiful tourism city by arts and 

cultural activities. Beijing Municipal Commission of Tourism 

Department hopes that new Beijing tourism products and 

information can be effectively promoted by this Chinese Top 

Choir Concert 2013. 

Hosted by the Beijing Tourism Development Committee, the 

Beijing Tourism Dragon Boat Festival promotional activities, 

whose theme was “Beijing’s Love of Zongzi and Enjoyment of 

the Dragon Boat Festival”, were held on June 10 in Yangqing 

County of Beijing. The institutions of the members in Beijing 

of the World Tourism Cities Federation include Brussels, 

Bulgaria, Chile, Buenos Aires, Chicago and other cities, along 

with America Asia Travel Center and others participated in 

the activities by invitation.

During the cultural experience activities of the Dragon 

Boat Festival, foreigners watched the exciting dragon 

boat competition, ate traditional food of this festival and 

also personally made Zongzi with great pleasure. These 

wonderful and curiously new tourism activities not only 

help foreigners experience the traditional folk culture of the 

festival, but also arouse their strong interest in Beijing’s folk 

culture tourism.

Beijing International Music Festival Beijing Shijingshan Amusement Park

WTCF Strengthens Interaction 
with Its Members

Since its foundation in 2012, WTCF has carried out a series of activities to expand its 
international influence, and has actively organized activities with the Beijing offices of its 
members in Beijing, its permanent headquarters, to promote tourism and make its role in  

tourism promotion recognized by the public.

On the night of December 31, 2012, the New Year Eve 
countdown event which is popular in many international 
metropolises was also on in Beijing. The deputy mayor of 
Beijing Ding Xiangyang and Director of Beijing Municipal 

Commission of Tourism Department Lu Yong together with 
representatives from all walks of life in Beijing and tourists 
waited for the coming of the New Year.

Colorful New Year's Eve Countdown Ceremonies have 
become a common practice for many main “international 
cities” to show their special tourism and culture resources 

The central axis of the Forbidden City
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After one year’s preparation, 2013 Beijing Fragrant Hills 
Tourism Summit and the Second World Tourism Cities 
Federation Council and will be held in Beijing from 
September 12 to September 13, 2013.

This summit will invite UN representatives, and all 
members of WTCF, international tourism organizations and 
business leaders and elites from global tourism industry 
will gather in Beijing. Under the theme of “Tourism: the 
New Power for Cities’ Sustainable Development”, this 
summit will explore the direction and way of sustainable 
development, mutual promotion and common prosperity 
of tourism and cities from the perspective of such objective 
factors as adjusting the development mode of tourism 
industry, promoting industry upgrading and sustainable 
urban development. At present, the transformation and 
upgrading of tourism industry is of great significance. 
The requirements for and constraints to tourism industry 
brought by the goal of sustainable development of tourism 
cities, and effects on sustainable urban development brought 
by tourism industry transition and upgrading will be 
discussed on this summit.

The summit will set up a forum to further discuss tourism   
in cities on the theme - “Tourism: the New Power for Cities’ 
Sustainable Development”, and invite the mayors from 
WTCF member cities to discuss issues concerning tourism 
industry development in cities from different perspectives. 

The summit will establish WTCF Committee of Aviation, 
Committee of Tourism-Related Businesses and Committee 
of Media to promote long-term exchanges between 
WTCF members and organizations in tourism industry, 
integrate resources in different areas and build a common 
platform for easier cooperation. The summit will set up 
separate platforms for the three committee on which each 
of them can organize discussions focusing on issues in 
both its own industry and tourism industry: Discussion 

on the importance of airlines and airports as the first link 

in tourism from the perspective of tourists, improving 

service level and building committee of Aviation to provide 

convenient service and effective publication platform for 

tourist cities; exploring new breakthroughs in enterprises 

development, improving the details of tourism products, 

upgrading tourism products, providing convenient service 

and safe travelling, subdividing tourism market, recruiting 

specialized personnel, and achieving appropriate scale of 

operation in tourism enterprises development; elaborating 

the direction and ways of urban tourism marketing from the 

perspective of news media, and establishing World Tourism 

Cities Committee of Media to provide supports for tourism 

marketing of WTCF member cities. The mayors of tourism 

cities and government officers in tourism department 

attending this summit will join in the discussions, exchange 

ideas and try to provide cooperation opportunities for 

governments of tourism cities and relevant enterprises. 

In addition, the summit will also hold WTCF new member 

induction ceremonies, and WTCF Council at which the 

Secretariat of WTCF will make the "Report on the Work 

of WTCF from 2012 to 2013”, discuss and add the deputy 

president position and deputy secretary-general of the 

Federation, discuss and approve the Federation’s financial 

system and annual audit report, and discuss the Federation’s 

work plan in next year. The summit will also discuss and 

make the primary regulations for the tourism services of the 

world tourism cities, sign and publish Beijing Consensus.  

World Tourism Cities Exhibition 2013 and the promotion of 

the World Tourism Cities Experience Center will be held at 

famous Wangfujing Shopping Street in Beijing.

WTCF Prepares for the 
Second Beijing Fragrant 
Hills Tourism Summit

2013 Beijing Fragrant Hills Tourism Summit and the Second World Tourism Cities Federation Council 
will be held in Beijing from September 12 to September 13, 2013. Under the theme of “Tourism: the New 
Power for Cities’ Sustainable Development”, this summit will explore the direction and way of sustainable 
development, mutual promotion and common prosperity of tourism and cities from the perspective of such objective 
factors as adjusting the development mode of tourism industry, promoting industry upgrading and sustainable urban 
development.

Fragrant Hills in autumn


