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This is the brightest of seasons. Brightness showers its light on three pairs of sister cities: Xi’an-Edinburgh, Kunming-
Zurich and Xiamen-Wellington.

This is a time of inteligence, which connect cities far away from one another so that they can share their insights
and ideas, the fruits of development as well as sustainable development opportunities.

This is the best of times. Innovation, coordination, environmental protection, openness and sharing make our cifies
better places.
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World Ancient Capital & Historic Cultural City
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Xi'an is one of the Four Ancient Capitals of China,
was included as "World Famous Cities" by in 1981
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization and one that witnessed the
rise and fall of the greatest number of

dynasties for the longest time in imperial
China.

It is well-known that Beijing is now the capital of China.
However, in the ancient fimes, Chang’an, around now
Xi'an City in Shaanxi Province, was ever the political,
economic and cultural center of China for a couple of
times. Guanzhong(Guanzhong is also named Qinzhong)
was ever the capital of many empires since the ancient
fimes. In Chinese history, Chang'an was chosen as the
capital by 13 empires altogether, and there were 71
emperors crowned here.
Xi'an is one of the cradles of the Chinese civilization.
The Lantian Man in the Palaeolithic age 500,000-600,000
years ago and Banpo ancestors in the Neolithic Age
were active in the valley area close by. As capital
of 13 dynasties it had been the center of cultural
communication between China and the West. As
starting point of the ancient Silk Road Xi'an
is undoubtedly the most representative
" historic city in China. Its sister

cities are of course historic
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Historic Cultural City: Edinburgh
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Edinburgh, built in 1329, is the capital and tourist and
cultural hub of Scotland.

Plaid skirt, whisky and the melodious bagpipe music,
among others, are cultural symbols of Scotland that are
easily called fo mind. As its capital Edinburgh epitomizes
Scofland culture, with a wealth of ancient churches
and splendid Victorian architectures. Prestigious cultural
institutions like National Museum of Scotland, National
Library of Scotland and Scottish National Gallery are
also located in Edinburgh. In 2004 it was designated as
a “City of Literature”.

As a world ancient capital and a historic cultural city,
Xi'an and Edinburgh find much common ground in
preservation. Both are also favorites of the UNESCO
with their history and heritage. By 2016, 6 heritages of 2
categories joined the World Heritage List: Mausoleum
of the First Qin Emperor (Terracotta Army), Greater Wild
Goose Pagoda, Lesser Wild Goose Pagoda, site of the
Daminggong Palace of Chang’an City in Tang dynasty,
Weiyang Palace of Chang'an City in Han dynasty
and Xingjiao Temple, efc. The Old and New Towns of

Edinburgh were also included in the List.




#I

Shaanxi Opera &

=

ARERE, ETEBNE. J#. S5, BRREE

& LY. BN BESAXE, SHER BRI IE?

Shaanxi Opera is to Xi'an what bagpipe is to Edinburgh. What chemistry would the encounter between the

impassioned, sonorous and desolate Shaanxi Opera and the rough, powerful and resonant bagpipe engender?

EREETEEREIEMESEF . KEAR, —E207
LA ELEEE . BREETEZMNRE, BALTTA
RNOSE, 5. KSMNERNEMER .. XMSE, kBT
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XS, BEMNAFAR, #EXZILE; JLTFFENHSE, &
EXENE. LR MENERMEILEENEFERBEX
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Shaanxi Opera is a national intangible cultural heritage
in China.If you have a chance to experience the
charm of Shaanxi Opera, | believe that you will surely

FEAMERER—IUT
The Unique Traditional Skills of Shaanxi Opera—Lamp Heading
AT,

R RERNRNTEL BN ERESIaE, aliTE. e,

be affected by its passionate, high-pitched, and bleak
atmosphere. Shaanxi Opera originating on this “imperial
land”, was naturally endowed with the extraordinary
magnitude of tolerance, arrogance and generosity.

Just imagine, what an opera with such a momentum
that could almost crush the stage! The momentum
comes from its birthland - the Eight-Hundred-Li Qin’s
Land, upon which the Opera was nourished by the
unique human geography and historical environment.
It was on this land where arrogance of the Qin Dynasty,

generosﬂy of the Han Dynasty, and mognlflcence of

"._5"' .
Jr o g
g

IDEh. EPEL. EhR. EhIE. E . Heading the lamp is to put

the lamp lit on the top of the head and at the same fime to perform a variety of actions, such as wolkmg kneeling, lying, turning,

going through under the table, going through under the chair and climbing up the table, etfc.
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Bagpipes
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Similar to Shaanxi Opera, bagpipes in Scottish Highlands
are masculine and resonant with a variety of grace
notes to express heroic sentiments. Under the influence
of the British army in the 17th to 18th century bagpipe
became an important musical instrument in Scofland.
In the 19th century bagpipe competition raged among
the Scottish and many famous players emerged. More
often than not bagpipes are found in the carnivals of
the country. Convivial and ready fo sing and dance,
the Scottish would play the bagpipes accompanied by
joyful folk dance. Bagpipes have become an integral
part in Scofttish culture. Its rhythm and melody have
entered the blood stream of its people.

= .,m;gns-;-:.__l Hﬂ**‘ﬁ""-'-:""_ -




P RER

City Exploration
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Xi’an

Learners of ancient Chinese history will find it impossible
fo bypass a geographic concept Guanzhong (literally:
"Inside the Pass"). Xi'an, the centerpiece of Guanzhong
areaq, is naturally a famous city sfringing together a
number of Chinese historical milestones.

A visit fo China is like furning pages of a millennium-
long history. You must actually be there to fully grasp its
charm.

You should never miss the Terracotta Army in the
Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor once you come to
Xi'an.

Qin Shi Huang, the first emperor in imperial China, not
only united China for the first fime, but also left with
him invaluable legacies. The Mausoleum of the First
Qin Emperor is one of world's largest, most fantastically
structured and richest imperial mausoleums. The
Terracofta Army is in the same league with Egyptian
pyramids and ancient Greek sculptures, which are all
freasures of human civilization. It is the most spectacular
site in Xi'an, one of the greatest archaeological

discoveries in the world, and acclaimed as “the Eighth

026 WORLD TOURISM CITIES

Wonder of the World".
0.8 million craftsmen and laborers of the empire

took 40 years to make the timeless work of art and
160 techniques to wrought thousands of figures of
thousands of individual faces. A world wonder indeed!
Archaeological scholars spent 10 thousand days and
nights to innovate color preserving technologies, an
act that constitutes an extension of the craftsmanship
thousands of years ago. See how the figures glitter!
When you finish appreciating the Terracotta Army, also
visit the Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor, Huaging
Pool and the Park of Mounf Li.

The Greater Wild Goose Pagoda is inside the Da Ci'en
Temple complex. In the 3rd year of Yonghui in Tang
(652 AD), the Buddhist translator and traveler Xuanzang
supervised the construction of the pagoda to preserve
Buddha statues, Buddhist relics and Sanskrit canons he
brought to Chang'an along the Silkk Road from India. Each
floor enshrines some Buddhist relics. The Da Ci'en Temple
is a sanctuary of Chinese mahayana and a symbol of the
spirit and peaceful communication along the Sikk Road.

Away from the majestic and unadorned Greater Wild
Goose Pagoda is the Greater Wild Goose Pagoda
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North Square, a haunting place of Chinese youngsters

and the biggest fountain square in Asia, where brilliant
fountain shows are given each night.

Great Mosque of Xi'an on the Huajue Lane is one of
the most magnificent, sequestered, largest and best
preserved mosques with world renown, greater in size
than all the other mosques in Xi'an, hence its name.
Master architect Liang Sicheng called it a *mosque
built after the style of traditional Chinese architectural
art”. Visitors are impressed by the harmonious fusion of
ancient Chinese and Islamic architectural styles. As a
result it was added to the UNESCO Islamic Heritage.

A stone’s throw from the Great Mosque is Xi'an Drum
Tower. You can have a look at the Bell Tower, the
Drum Tower and the Ming city wall, and sample local
delicacies on the Hui people street nearby, which is a
must visit for gourmets.

Xi'an Bell Tower stands at the junction of the east, west,
north and south streets within the Ming city wall at the
city centfer. Opposite to the Drum Tower, another Xi'an
landmark, it is the largest and best preserved existing

bell tower in China.

Ming City Wall

After visiting the Bell and Drum Tower, we suggest you
cycle around the Ming city wall, which is thicker than
an ordinary man’s height, and the largest and best
preserved ancient city wall in China. The hustle and
bustle of the city seems to have rubbed off on the
ancient wall that epitomizes history and deeply rooted
culture.

A great dynasty necessarily built great palaces. As the
imperial palace of Tang dynasty Daming Palace was
the most grandiose and imposing palace complex
in the world of the time, and the political center and
state symbol of the dynasty. Daming Palace laid the
groundwork of Chinese and Asian palace design and
construction, a paradigm for all later Chinese imperial
palaces. The Forbidden City and other Asian palafial
architectures in Japan and Korea are also under its
influence. Daming Palace was first built in the 8th year
of Zhenguan under Emperor Taizong of Tang's reign
(634 AD). For over 200 years it was the place where 17
emperors used to attend to affairs of state. According
fo history the palace covers 3.5 sg. km, about 4.5 times
the size of the Forbidden City.
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81 Topic

ETE

EANETE, MBI TTEREFIERNRED
%, —NFEERSIEA. BETER—ELZNT, 521
iR, e BESHERRILA TR SREA P HECHE
o MXEHHAIMESHES AMIETEEHRRNEERS
XEZR T —EEHAIELD .

ZTEOLERBHBESN—ME, Rkt BYE. ERED
XEAKRRET . ERNET EEFZATICREEHASM
—RXZHE, BFZARTHERS IRSERZFERE.

ETEFRH T HENEER, BT 7 EMROeTAE
BHE. BT EE—MESABRKAIMS, (REJLIE—XR
REETENER, BAILURHS-7TX, BEBASETXE
EAIRE . (FRLUSSEXREENE, MIRE T EHHAIK
#, B LUAER/RIL EMET 25, BEHENES
B, SRBTEARMBHETIE—MNINE, BRESIERIRES
EREEFRIRE,

ZT 22 (Edinburgh Castle) BN ET 25800
RIE, (FASENEENESEE, BUIETHE=0N5
Fe. XBEREETESTENRN—XIDBWIEILFE
2, FE=EEI. sa&aFeENhmEs athalTxE
B

K& IMMESE (Elephant House ) 22 T E&IFHIMEHE
Z2—, MIEAEKER, 2 (BRIRE) IES J K 2Hk,
FMEENEIME, REMROFRESERE.

EREEAGE (Royal Mile) th2EET EHINEZ 4. X
BEBRELTINEZEMINEERESURET EWE, 7]
LUAERLHEMNBIEESHFN. TEKES (Palace of
Holyroodhouse), &EZFH/RETAHE (St Giles' Cathedral) «
IBIRE/NEFEHE (The Real Mary King's Close). &+t =&AL
/iy (The Scotch Whisky Experience) K IEfatE#)1E (Camera




Obscura) EZ M AEN S RE AT LENX, BRHER LR

b it 2 4, BR 452 SHE (Scott Monument). & /R IR
Ll (Calton Hill). 75 1& = E K E ¥ 18 (National Museum of
Scotland). & =E 3z ZE AR IE (Scottish National Gallery).
EXRIFMAYERIS (The Royal Yacht Britannia) St 2%
HETEARBEINSER. RUUNETEd A, EEHIE
ZSHURISRER#E Loch Ness. EBEER Fort William. BLI&
Glen Coe &[X

[ FhER33IE ]

ET 245 (Edinburgh Airport) (1 FE T /0L 12 RE,
THEMZT. ZEME. T=2XRMT . BEMZET. MRS
RERME. FEMTE2 N ERE /B8 T YEET 2890
e, ATLUSENIER. Eig. BEB. TN B, EEENGEA,
$49b, Easyjet. Ryanair ZEMMEATIEE NEEEtNHEE
FRM T SRAEE T Ea9AnHE .

ElZ2TE88=4XZEuk, Waverley XEuh2E T EEXELL, 7

Topic Hll

Fispl, FAERESAHHNIESIMNXERZE . Haymarket K
FUhRETRME KL, FHEETEFmIR. 6EpsERAIX
ELEX BI85 B Gateway K EILEE T RE = NEL,
BET EHRNAET. CBARERIINETXEEE.

EETEEINMU T2 EEH BRIt AR ERWYIE Multrees
Walk 55, KIEBTOTLUEBE T EFMFEHE = B minEg=
RIREBH I IIERRER .

[ PIER3RIE ]

ETENSSER FMEFETF FHISREB BN, —K

BRESTHAILL, A EREBENFRRENEERERET B8

BEFHERALE LT . XENELTEES, ATHELRT, IBWXL

—XHBE, —KALRRER.

Bl =Em8 5% E+ (Lothian Buses ) 324X EElR i & BB X AY
LEIRSS, KSR E LI T FH (Princes Street ) . FREE

T, BHZETHEEET EMREELT. REETINHE

o

B RETERIET 22— MRIFINARE, B8, ATEEKE, &
E S ks i

&‘i ")

i

- L]

s
-
o
L B
~
.
3
) |
-
1 _-*".-
- |
.  §
Sy
-
-
oiby

-

-y
ree wp g K




L Topic

Edinburgh drawn to if. It is a city sealed in time: antique
architectures like castles and churches as well as streets

Stepping on the land of Edinburgh is like opening a and alleys transport visitors to the Middle Ages. The
romantic and fantastic book. You are immediately legendary history and paranormal anecdotes passed
down from generation
to generation shroud the
city in a veil of mystery.
Edinburgh is also a
destination for culture
vultures. Though small, it
is dotted with theaters,
museums and galleries.
Edinburgh Art Festival,

= i ' i for example, brings
.’l . h { . i i together the top-notch
Mlir'.ﬂiil : N AN cultural and artistic
+ o - " L groups from all over

the world to perform
and countless art lovers
to participate.

Edinburgh is full of
historical gravitas and
all kinds of fantastic
legends. It is also a
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place to be appreciated slowly and attentively. You can
browse all the sites in a day or two, but it is more advisable
to spend 5 fo 7 days to relish the old city’s flavor. You can
stroll along the Royal Mile to feel the pulse of the city, or
overlook the whole Edinburgh on Calton Hill and visualize
allits vicissitudes, or sit at the Elephant House nursing a cup
of coffee, and imagine how Harry Porter meets Hogwarts
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

Edinburgh Castle constitutes the spiritual symbol of
Edinburgh, bearing witness to the historic moments in
Scottish history as former palace and fortress. It is also
where the oldest architecture in the city, St Margaret's
Chapel, stands. The crown and sceptre as well as the
legendary Stone of Destiny of the monarchs of Scotland
are also displayed here.

Elephant House is one of the best cafes in Edinburgh,
and became known to the world because of one of its
patrons, J.K. Rowling, author of Harry Porter. The best-
selling book series bring streams of visitors.

Royal Mile

Royal Mile is also a destination you cannot miss in

Edinburgh, a paved thoroughfare connecting The

Topic il

Palace of Holyroodhouse, the official residence
Queen Elizabeth Il, the British monarch in Scotland,
and Edinburgh Castle. Other famous sites like St Giles'
Cathedral, the Real Mary King's Close, the Scotfch
Whisky Experience and Camera Obscura can also be
found along the way, as well as the streetscape.

Scott Monument, Calton Hill, National Museum of
Scotland, Scottish National Gallery and the Royal Yacht
Britannia, etc., are worth your visit too. You can also
depart from Edinburgh to explore places like Loch Ness,
Fort William and Glen Coe in Scottish Highlands.

[How to Get to Edinburgh]

EdPlane: Edinburgh Airport is situated 12 km west of Edinburgh's
city center. Turkish Airlines, Air France, KLM Royal Dutch
Airlines, British Airways, Etihad Airways and Finnair, etc., all
have flights to Edinburgh. You can depart from airports
in Beijing, Shanghai, Chengdu. Guangzhou, Wuhan and
Hong Kong, etc. In addition, budget airlines like Easyjet and
Ryanair also offer flights to Edinburgh from or to other cities in
the UK or European cities.

ElTrain: Edinburgh has three train stations. Waverley is the
main one located in the urban center, where frains to all
major cities of UK depart. Haymarket is the second largest
train station in Edinburgh, where trains to west, north or
surrounding places of Edinburgh stop. The newly opened
Gateway is the third one, where trains running between
Edinburgh and Perth, Dundee and Inverness stop.

= Bus: Edinburgh’s long-distance bus station is located beside
Multrees Walk, a shopping street in the northeast corner
of St Andrews Square. The route of the long-distance bus
connects Edinburgh to all major Scottish cities and most
British cities.

[How to Get to Edinburgh’s Sites]
Edinburgh'’s tourist sites basically cluster around Princess Street
and Royal Mile. Visitors can just walk there. But if you live
in suburban hotels or plan to go to the beach taking bus is
necessary. There are plenty of buses to take. For convenience'’s
sake it is advisable to buy a through ficket that can be used
however many times you like within a day.

[EIBus: Lothian Buses is the main supplier of transportation
service in and surrounding the city. Most routes pass the
Princes Street. Aside from ordinary buses it also operates
tourist buses, night buses and airport buses.

Bicycle: Touring around Edinburgh by bike is a good idea. Of
course if you don't want to get lost, make sightseeing plans
in advance.
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In southwest China there is a plateau called the Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau, on which a city was built ringed by
mountains on three sides and a lake on the south side. The Chinese call it ‘Spring City’, as the weather here is
often like that in February and March, where the flowers continue to blossom.

20° away at the northern latitude, in central Europe, on the Swiss Plateau embraced by mountains, a city
was built with its south side facing a lake, the water of which is channeled into the city. Boasting picturesque
landscape, it is better than the Paradise.

The two cities, where mountains and lake bring out the charm of each other, are Kunming and Zurich.

The average elevation of Kunming is 3.5 times higher than its sister city, 16 times more in population, and 217
fimes larger. On February 17, 1982, Kunming and Zurich became formally sister cities. Three decades have
passed, and Kunming remains the only sister city of Zurich.
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The Spring Garden City & The Water Town Paradise
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The Spring Garden City: Kunming
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If anyone asks what site best represents Kunming, the answer would definitely be: the city itself, which is a huge

scenic area in its entirety, where flowers constantly blossom and all four seasons feel like spring.

Kunming, capital of Yunnan Province, China, is a Famous Cultural and Historic city, one of the most livable cities in

China, the land economic and commercial hub and a meeting place for political communication for countries

in the East Asian continent, Indo-China Peninsula and the South Asian Sub-Contfinent, and center of the five-hour-

flight radius of Asia. Events
like "China International
Travel Mart” and “Kunming
Infernational Tourism
Festival, China” make
Kunming one of the major
MICE cities of China.
Kunming is located at the
center of the Yunnan-
Guizhou Plateau, ifs city
center on 25° north, and
its elevation 1,891 meter.
Due to its position at a
low-latitude plateau,
the weather is always
like spring, and thanks fo
Dian Lake, a plateau lake
which acts as a humidifier
and a natural temperature
adjuster, the place enjoys
fresh air, clear sky, bright
sunshine and flowers in all
Seasons.

Kunming is one of the
first batch of Famous
Cultural and Historic Cities
of China, inhabited by
humans for over 30,000
years. The cultural history
of cenfral Yunan dafes
back more than 2,400
years. Kunming itself,
built more than 1,240
years ago, is home to
special historical, ethnic,
ecological, Buddhist,
meftropolitan and border
and exotic culture.
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Borges said, ‘| have always imagined that Paradise
will be a kind of library.” For Zurich locals, the Paradise
is home. As one of the most livable cities in the world,
Zurich has everything one can imagine of a city.

Locals call it “Alpine Metropolis”, a special way to




express their pride in the place, which preserves the
pristine nature of the Alps, and showcases the fashion
and modernity of a metropolis.

Zurich, at 47° north, is the largest city of Swiss
Confederation, capital of Canton of Zurich, financial
center of Europe, and one of the cities with the best
quality of life in the world.

Looking southward in the city you will see the Alps, at
the foot of which the serene Zurich Lake is like a mirror
and mounted among the snow mountains like a jewel
that make the city shine. The Limmat flows through
Zurich, separating it into the east bank (the gold bank)
and the west bank (the silver bank). The cream of the
old city is concentrated on the two banks.

i :
In Crefe'onguo Zurich m

Earliest settlers builffa city amid
a lake, which is Paradise both as
metropolis!

Zurich's history datfes back more than 2,000 ye |
earliest human activities took place in around 3,0(50 BC.
Relics of residential sites of the Stone Age and Bronze
Age can still be found on the Lindenhof on the left bank
of Limmat as one of the most priceless cultural heritage
of Zurich.

Rambling around the antfique streets and alleys you
feel the intensity and vividness of history under your
feet. Ancient architectures, medieval churches and
family owned timepiece makers passed down through

generation...each has a story about the city of its own.
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Dian Lake
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Situated in southwest Kunming the lake covers around
330 sqg. km, like a huge heart that serves as the source
of life and dynamism of Kunming.

Dian Lake, called Dian Nan Ze (“Yunnan south pool”) is
crescent-shaped. It is the sixth largest inland freshwater
lake in China, 5 meters deep in average, and 8 meters
at the lowest point. At 1,886m if is a jewel on the
plateau. The lake area is completely within Kunming
City.

It used to be inhabited by tribes called “Dian” or “Dianji”.
During the Period of Warring Stafes Dian Kingdom was
established.

Dian Lake is surrounded by dozens of peaks of various
heights. Clouds above are reflected on the lake. Scenic
attractions abound in this area: Xishan Forest Park and
Daguan Park face each other across the lake and are
infegrated with Yunnan Nationalities Village, China
National Sports Training Base and Yunnan Nationalities
Museum to form a whole. Between Haigeng and
Xishan Dragon Gate there is a cableway connecting to
Yunnan Nationalities Vilage and Xishan Forest Park, in
which you can overlook the whole lake.

Water level of Dian Lake once dropped and the water
quality worsened. With the help of its sister city Zurich,
Kunming compiled the first
“Kunming Drainage Planning”
and “Kunming Water Supply
Planning” (1988-2000). In 2008,
the two cities co-initiated
“International Urban Wetland
Project in Dian Lake, Kunming”.
After the project completed
in 2011, residential and
agricultural area have been
greatly reduced while lakeside
wetland expanded 141.4%
when compared with 2007. The
coverage of phytocoenosium
in the wetland accounts for
as much as 92.2% of the total
area. A lakeside wetland
ecosystem has taken form in
Dian Lake.
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Dian Lake & Zurich Lake
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There is a lake in the south of Kunming: Dian Lake; the south of Zurich also has a lake: Zurich Lake.

it g

Zurich Lake
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Zurich also has a “mother lake": Zurich Lake,
a valuable jadeite jade in the southern
city. When the weather is fine people can
glimpse the Alps in the south direction.
Zurich Lake is a renowned ice-scour lake in
Switzerland. Located in the northeast part
of the Swiss Plateau its north end penefrates
intfo the city center of Zurich. It covers 88
sg. km at 406m and is crescent shaped. The
deepest point is 143m deep. Sections of the
lake are navigable. Fishing is operated there.
Vineyards and orchards cover the lakeside
gentle slopes.

The north end of Zurich Lake joins Limmat River which
runs through the city and is transparent and clear. Some
citizens even proudly fell visitors it is drinkable. In fact,
40 years ago Zurich Lake used to be severely polluted
by industrial development. Later locals established
advanced sewage disposal system and deployed
more than 1000 underground cameras to monitor the
condition of sewers, check whether they are blocked,
and collect all industrial and sanitary sewage, which
flows back to Zurich Lake and Limmat River after
completely going through the mechanical, biological,
chemical and permeating process. Today, stand by
the Zurich Lake and you will be delighted by the sight
of limpid lake water, swarms of swimming fish, as well as

white swans and wild ducks gliding across the lake.
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Kunming

The Spring City Kunming is synonymous with
warmth and hospitality. It is a dream place of
every Chinese.

Kunming Old Street is situated in Wenming Street
Historical Block at the commercial center of
Kunming. Built in 1119 it dates back 900 years. It is
the last and existing historical block representing
old Kunming street scape, and the largest area
preserving the largest number of residential and
commercial architectures of Qing and Republic of
China.

Walking on the Kunming Old Street you will never
imagine that Kunming'’s sister city Zurich was involved
in its profection. Swiss experts have joined efforts
protecting the old fown in Kunming since 1993. From
1996 till now Kunming municipal government has
been undertaking “Old Town Protection Project of
Kunming-Zurich Sister-City Cooperation™ with Zurich,
comprehensively surveying historical villages and
fowns as well as vernacular architectural heritage
within the administrative scope of Kunming. They
have completed inventorying historical villages,
towns and street blocks. Protection and planning
of Wenming Street Historical Block of Old Town of
Kunming won China Habitat Environment Example
Prize.

Located in Shilin Yi Nationality Autonomous County,
it is a “First Wonder Under Heaven" featuring
typical karst fopography and main attractions like
Greater & Lesser Stone Forests, Naigu Stone Forest,
Dadie Waterfall and Long Lake, etc. The scenic
area is studded by rock peaks, clints, ponors and
underground rivers. Stones take numerous shapes:
sword, pagoda, mushroom and informal columns,
which is a kaleidoscopic sight. When you visit
Kunming the Stone Forest can’t be missed.

Green Lake used to be a part of Dian Lake, but

044 WORLD TOURISM CITIES

has become an independent lake now because
of the decreasing water level of Dian Lake after
the dredging in Yuan dynasty. Now the park is for
daily leisure and playing with seagulls in winter for
locals and travelers in Kunming.

The Green Lake is surrounded by many food stalls.
Four streets (Green Lake East Road, Green Lake
South Road, Green Lake West Road and Green
Lake North Road) outside are full of boutique
shops, cafes and bars. In addition, the site of
Yunnan Military Academy and Yunnan University
are also worth your visit.

It is worth mentioning that Kunming municipal
government built an elegant and sophisticated
“Chinese Garden” in Zurich after the layout of
Green Lake Park as a gift. The garden is a favorite
of Zurich locals who often spend some time in it.
Yunnan Nationalities Village is close to Dian Lake,
and the best choice for those curious about the
multi-ethnic culture in Yunnan. The village displays
vernacular architectures of 25 nationalities and
stages folk performances. There are also ethnic
craftsmen showing how to make handicrafts.
“Kundu tops all the streets and alleys in Kunming"”.
It is fair fo say that Kundu is a pioneer in night life
in the Spring City. This city that never sleeps is a
casserole of cuisine, fashion, enftertainment and
leisure. The Kundu Night Fair offers a complete
range of snacks. Barbecue and seafood congee
are the most popular.

As the first garden shopping mall in the world, and
the “Last Stop of Kunming"”.

It is a gateway to Yunnan tourism, a landmark
fourist site, and a destfination for visitors fo go
shopping, and see the flowers and landscaping.
The one-stop shopping model ensures you can
buy all the specialties of Yunnan you can find. The
mall is so decorated that visitors find themselves in

a sea of flowers.
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Zurich

The first breakfast in Zurich should be taken at Hiltl, the
world’s first vegetarian restaurant built 117 years from
now.

What to do after you feel stuffed? Shopping, of course.
Go directly to Bahnhofstrasse. It is said that people can
fly over half the globe only to spend an afternoon at

Bahnhofstrasse. Though only 1.4-mile-long, it is the most
famous shopping street in Switzerland, where you can
find the best garment, jewel, perfume and timepieces
of luxury brands...Window shopping alone is pleasant
enough.

After finishing visiting the Bahnhofstrasse, go boating on
the Limmat River and enjoy the sight of the old tfown!
The frip consists of Swiss National Museum, GrossmuUnster,
Lindenhof Square and Town Hall (Rathaus), Zurich.
Zurich Lake is of course on the itinerary. After going
ashore, have a walk by the Zurich Lake!

And then...it's time to get artsy. Not far away from

_Zurich'Loke is Museum Heidi Weber, a masterpiece by

Swiss architectural and planning icon Le Corbusier. You
cal




will find his art inspiring and exhilarating!

Have supper by the lake: take a boat from Zurichhorn to
Zurich Enge, and freat yourself to the “Lakeview meal”
at Seerestaurant Quai 61 to conclude the great day!
The first sfop on the second day is National Museum
Zurich, so that you can be beftter informed of the past
of Switzerland and Europe. Founded in 1898, it is the
largest comprehensive museum in Switzerland, telling
the story of European civilization in the past millennia.
Then go to Zurich Hardbricke from Zurich Main Train
Station, and have a hearty meal at the open-air
restaurant of Frau Gerolds Garten.

Time for shopping spree again! Check Viadukt in Zurich
west lined by flagship shops of fashion brands and sports
brands alike.

If the weather is good, swim in the afternoon would be

a good idea! Lower Letten River Pool features the most

Topic il

rapid stream in Switzerland. Challenge yourself!

Without question, the supper is to be had at Restaurant
Viadukt! If you are lucky, you will be eating while
listening to one of the irregularly scheduled concert!
When dinner is finished, you can mount to the rooftop
bar of Prime Tower which is also in Zurich west. Sip
cocktail while overlooking the nightscape of the city.
Thus concludes your short trip!
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Zurich Airport, one of the best airports in Europe, has been
rated as “Europe's Leading Airport” by World Travel Awards
website for 11 consecutive years. It takes only 15 minutes to
arrive at the airport from the city center. From the airport you
can fly fo 161 countries. Both Beijing and Shanghai have direct
flights to Zurich.
The first thing you arrive at Zurich is to buy yourself a
ZUrichCARD, which can save a lot of money.
Z0richCARD has two varieties: the 24-hour one and the 72-hour
one.
ZUrichCARD holders enjoy multiple benefits:
1. Taking tframcar, bus, train and sightseeing boat for free
2. Taking cable carin Zurich and surrounding areas for free
3. Visiting most of the museums in Zurich for free, and enjoying
varying discounts in the rest.
4. Enjoying a 10% off discount in 16 traditional shops and urban
center shops.
5. Surprises and more premium in 23 restaurants in Zurich
6. Discounts of sighfseeing services in the city
The ZUrichCARD can be bought at the airport, the Zurich Main
Train Station, the city center, ticket vending machines at Swiss
Federal Railways and many hotels in Zurich. Please find prices
below:
1. The 24-hour ZUrichCARD:
Adults: 24 CHF/ Children (6-16): 16 CHF
2. The 72-hour ZUrichCARD:
Adults: 48 CHF/ Children (6-16): 32 CHF
Embark on your city exploration trip with this card in hand.
Grossmunster, a traditional landmark of Zurich, was originally
commissioned by Charlemagne and now protects the old
city on the east bank with art museums, antique shops and
book stores of long standing, as well as Cabaret Voltaire, the
bar where Dadaism was born, as well as sensuous night life
haunts. The west bank is still dominated by fortifications built
alongside the mountains. Small alleys that undulate with the
mountain are dotted by fashion boutique shops. The reputed
Bahnhofstrasse, parts of which are former fortifications makes
Zurich a Paradise of shopping foo.
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About 1.5° north to the Tropic of Cancer, in the
Southeast coast of China, a city is known to look
out fo sea, with blossoms in all four seasons. The
city is built above and alongside the sea, and
home to egrets, glowing blossoms, green hills and
furquoise water. The city is called “Xiamen”.

Around 20° south of the Tropic of Capricorn, in
New Zealand's North Island, there is a scenic city
always warm like spring. The city is built in and
alongside the harbor; green hills, white clouds,

furquoise sea and azure sky form a stunning

picture. The city is Wellington.

Two coastal cities from two hemispheres and 60
lines of latitude apart shook their hands on June
23, 1987, and became partner towns.
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A City of Sea &
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Xiamen is a special economic zone in Southeast Chinag,
a sub-provincial city in Fujian, and a scenic tourist city
with international harbor, with Gulangyu Island, one
of the first National AAAAA Tourist Aftraction as well as
several ecological sites like Mt. Tianzhu National Forest
Park and Wuyuanwan Wetland Park, etc. Xiamen is
indeed a beautiful ecological garden city. B
At 24° North, central part of the west bank of Taiwan
Strait and center of Minnan Golden Triangle, Xiamen
covers 1,573.16 sg. km. Land covers 141.09 sg. km
(Gulangyu Island included) and sea covers 390 sg. km.
It is fair fo say Xiamen is a town of the sea.

Looking from above Xiamen is like an oasis, that is,
the city's theme color is green. Xiamen has countless
gardens of varying sizes, which confribute to the

1= (RS RS greenery that Xiamen is known of. Besides green Xiamen
a‘““%?ﬁ:)‘—‘ B, BT EEIEES. %, BRT ‘K= locdls are also proud of another color: “Xiamen blue™.
B, BIAE—HME, MM “RBE" . RBE, BE K. The blue hue of the sky above the city is a blessing. Of
X, Eitmrljﬁﬁféﬁ@o course there is another shade of blue: deep sea blue.
White egrets flying against the deep blue sea: this is the
pallet of Xiamen.
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A Metropolis of Wind: Wellington
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Wellington is the capital city and second most populous

urban area of New Zealand with one of the best deep-

water harbors in the world. It is the southernmost capital
city on the globe.

'I"
Wellington is at the south-western fip of the North Island, =

between Cook Strait and the Rimutaka Range, facing
the South Island. It covers 266 sq. km, with mountains
on three sides and sea on one side and embracing
the natural Port Nicholson like the Coliseum of Ancient
Rome.

Wellington, at 41° South, falls within the westerlies of the
Southern Hemisphere. Due to its closeness to the sea
and high elevation, it is often exposed fo see winds.
Most days of the year are windy. With Cook Strait's
impact on the wind the city is known by the nickname
"Windy Wellington".

Wellington is more than a stop where people board the
ship to cross the Cook Strait. It is also a dreamland of
gourmets at the south-western tip of the North Island. Its
sunshine, beach, coffee and cuisine are unforgettable.
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Dialogue Between the Sea and the Wind
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Xiamen and Wellington are like sea and the wind: sea
is made spectacular by the wind while the wind travels
far because of the sea.

Though separated by vast oceans, the city of sea and
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— -
the metropolis of wind become best f)ar’rners.

Xiamen downtown has a road called Wellington
Road. Xiamen Yuanboyuan Expo Garden displays a
Wellington Garden. Xiamen Library has founded a
Wellington Corner, and Xiamen University established
the only research institute on New Zealand in China,
New Zealand Research Center.

In Wellington, Victoria University owns the only research
institute on China, Contemporary China Research
Center. On each Chinese New Year, Xiamen Little White
Egret Folk Dance Troupe would perform for Wellington
locals to express the good will of people on the "“Egret
Island”. It has become a rule for Wellington to invite
Xiamen artistic and literary groups to perform.
Wellington and Xiamen, two harbor cities, become the
only pair of partner harbor towns between China and
New Zealand.
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City Exploration
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Xiamen

The “Egret Island” Xiamen boasts
pleasant scenery and numerous
stunning sights: the captivating
music fountain and 3D water dance
in Bailuzhou Park, the splendid
tfong lau on the century-old street
Zhongshan Road, the Southern
Fujian style architectures on the
"queen’s crown jewel” Gulangyu
Island as well as Xiamen University,
the most beautiful university in
Chin. There are also the most
beautiful marathon frail in the world,

3




Huandao Road, the “urban green lung” Wuyuanwan
Wetland Park, China’s first and world’s longest cycling
frail in the air, as well as the Line 1 of the cross-sea
Xiamen Subway with the most beautiful seascape.
Yundang Coffee Street at dusk is filled with the aroma of
coffee. Gentle winds blows and passersby slow down.
This is the flavor of a fashionable life.

The international fashion week in Xiamen fall on
November or December, bringing together fashion
icons. Fashion items vie for attenfion. Creativity and
innovation are key words.

Such is the charm of Xiamen, where mountains, the
sea and lakes are weaved together, where Western,
Southeast Asian and southern Fujian compete. More
importantly, Xiamen is fashionable
in ifs soul. A fashionable lifestyle

=

. brings about the fashion

generated by luxury consumption

atmosphere.

.

Xiamen locals, artsy to the bone,
slowly enjoy the artsy and indie pop
style developed by living a slow life.
Shapowei is reminiscent of Venice.
It is still populated by fishermen who
sell fish after fishing, or residents
relaxing in a cool place. The sunset
glow and reflections are gorgeous.
Shapowei Art Zone is an emerging
art and culfural hub in Bifengwu.
Through the medium of sculpture,
pottery, engraving, costume
design, wood craft, animation,
music, paper art and video young
people express their edgy afttitude.
Old style train carriages in Xiamen
Railway Culture Park, weather-worn
rails and sleepers, green trees that
line the railway and blossoming
bougainvillea spectabilis make
the place more sequestered and

artsy.
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Huaxin Road is quiet. Narrow lanes and pretty European
villas are far removed from the crowd of visitors and
more serene. One voluntarily slows down his steps to
feel the leisurely and hushed way of life.

The bell of the South Putuo Temple rings one. Rare
and extraordinary is the Dharma. The temple serves to
spread the Buddha's message and benefit the mortals.
Listening fo the bell of the millennium-old temple is a
unique Buddhist slow life style of citizens and visitors
alike.

Everywhere in Xiamen there are fea houses and tea
shops, where a customer reads newspaper alone or
several people chat at one table with a small tea pot
and some fea cups. The aroma of the tea permeates
the place. It is not only the aroma that permeates,
but also the unhurried and elegant attitude of Xiamen
people.

Xiamen has human touch as it is just like any other city
with the hustle and bustle of cars and passersby and
the shouts of peddlers at the Eighth Food Market. When
off work, the sight of the ordinary life of ordinary people
is relaxing.

By the Yundang Lake people are jogging or walking the
dog, enjoying a life on the slow lane. Will you also slow
down and adjust to the rhythm of frue life?

Xiamen cuisine is a temptation that no one can resist.
As Xiamen is a coastal city seafood is indispensable in
Xiamen cuisine.

Xiamen locals are also preservationists. In 1991 the city
established a amphioxus preservation area. In 1995 it
founded Dayu Island Egret Natural Reserve and Chinese
White Dolphin Natfural Reserve. In 2000 three reserves
are combined as Xiamen Rare Marine Species National
Natural Reserve. In 2012 Xiamen developed yet another
natural reserve for Merops philippinus in Wuyuanwan to
build a home for this beautiful bird. Wuyuanwan Merops
Philippinus Natural Reserve hosts 174 plant. It is not
only a habitat of Merops philippinus, but also the most
important place for migratory birds to pass through or
spend winter.
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Wellington

In 2011 Wellington was listed as one of the top 10 cities,
"Cool-with-a-capital-C". Hills, coasts, coffee, cuisine as
well as diversified art scene are alive in this small city. It
is cool because it is inclusive.

Whether you are in the downtown Golden Beach
Oriental Bay having a leisurely vacation, or delve
info local museums, art galleries and theaters, you
can invariably feel the cultural dynamics of the city.
If you are more outdoorsy, Wellington is the place for
stimulating sport adventures like mountain cycling and
coastal kayaking, and offers picturesque hiking route in
the harbor and amid surrounding mountains. You can
take in the magnificent spectacle of the mountains by
cycling through the McLaren bike lane, or appreciate

the most beautiful coast in Wellington by rambling

on the City to Sea Bridge. Either way, take the city's
cable car to the Kelburn cafe on the mountain for a
commanding view of the cityscape. A ice cream would
add extra piquancy.

Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa is located
in the coastal area of Wellington. It is one of the best
interactive museums in the world. Te Papa in local
language means “our place”.

Wellington is home to a host of delicatessen, cafes and
restaurants, a Paradise of wining and dining. As the
gourmet city of New Zealand the city is widely known
for bars tucked away off the street, eccentric cafes,
award-winning restaurants and yummy coffees. Head
for Courtenay Place or Cuba Street for more!

For fans of the Lord of the Rings Wellington is also where
Peter Jackson's Weta Studio and Weta Cave were

064 WORLD TOURISM CITIES



built. There you'll discover film making tricks behind the
curtain. To really experience the “*Middle-earth” it is a
good starting point. On November 28, 2012, The Hobbit:
An Unexpected Journey was premiered in Wellington.
If you are a super fan don't miss this important stop and
home of Weta.

Wellington Closer-up

If it is the South Island that you'd like to visit, there are
ferryboat between the islands when buses are not
available. The ferryboats operate every day. Each
frip takes 3 hours and visitors can fake in the most
spectacular sights in the world. The ferryboats depart
punctually to take you through the scenic Marlborough
Sounds and stops at a small fown called Picton on the
northern tip of the South Island.

Then go to the Classic New Zealand Wine Trail for an
infriguing journey in the fop wine region in New Zealand.
Wellington is the best place for wine tasting. It takes
only a few hours fo get fo Marlborough, Wairarapa
and Hawkes Bay. The wine ftrip is bound to be
unforgettable.
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