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This is the brightest of seasons. Brightness showers its light on three pairs of sister cities: Xi’an-Edinburgh, Kunming-
Zurich and Xiamen-Wellington.

This is a time of inteligence, which connect cities far away from one another so that they can share their insights
and ideas, the fruits of development as well as sustainable development opportunities.

This is the best of times. Innovation, coordination, environmental protection, openness and sharing make our cifies
better places.
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World Ancient Capital & Historic Cultural City
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Xi'an is one of the Four Ancient Capitals of China,
was included as "World Famous Cities" by in 1981
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization and one that witnessed the
rise and fall of the greatest number of

dynasties for the longest time in imperial
China.

It is well-known that Beijing is now the capital of China.
However, in the ancient fimes, Chang’an, around now
Xi'an City in Shaanxi Province, was ever the political,
economic and cultural center of China for a couple of
times. Guanzhong(Guanzhong is also named Qinzhong)
was ever the capital of many empires since the ancient
fimes. In Chinese history, Chang'an was chosen as the
capital by 13 empires altogether, and there were 71
emperors crowned here.
Xi'an is one of the cradles of the Chinese civilization.
The Lantian Man in the Palaeolithic age 500,000-600,000
years ago and Banpo ancestors in the Neolithic Age
were active in the valley area close by. As capital
of 13 dynasties it had been the center of cultural
communication between China and the West. As
starting point of the ancient Silk Road Xi'an
is undoubtedly the most representative
" historic city in China. Its sister

cities are of course historic
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Historic Cultural City: Edinburgh
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Edinburgh, built in 1329, is the capital and tourist and
cultural hub of Scotland.

Plaid skirt, whisky and the melodious bagpipe music,
among others, are cultural symbols of Scotland that are
easily called fo mind. As its capital Edinburgh epitomizes
Scofland culture, with a wealth of ancient churches
and splendid Victorian architectures. Prestigious cultural
institutions like National Museum of Scotland, National
Library of Scotland and Scottish National Gallery are
also located in Edinburgh. In 2004 it was designated as
a “City of Literature”.

As a world ancient capital and a historic cultural city,
Xi'an and Edinburgh find much common ground in
preservation. Both are also favorites of the UNESCO
with their history and heritage. By 2016, 6 heritages of 2
categories joined the World Heritage List: Mausoleum
of the First Qin Emperor (Terracotta Army), Greater Wild
Goose Pagoda, Lesser Wild Goose Pagoda, site of the
Daminggong Palace of Chang’an City in Tang dynasty,
Weiyang Palace of Chang'an City in Han dynasty
and Xingjiao Temple, efc. The Old and New Towns of

Edinburgh were also included in the List.
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Shaanxi Opera &
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Shaanxi Opera is to Xi'an what bagpipe is to Edinburgh. What chemistry would the encounter between the

impassioned, sonorous and desolate Shaanxi Opera and the rough, powerful and resonant bagpipe engender?
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Shaanxi Opera is a national intangible cultural heritage
in China.If you have a chance to experience the
charm of Shaanxi Opera, | believe that you will surely

FEAMERER—IUT
The Unique Traditional Skills of Shaanxi Opera—Lamp Heading
AT,

R RERNRNTEL BN ERESIaE, aliTE. e,

be affected by its passionate, high-pitched, and bleak
atmosphere. Shaanxi Opera originating on this “imperial
land”, was naturally endowed with the extraordinary
magnitude of tolerance, arrogance and generosity.

Just imagine, what an opera with such a momentum
that could almost crush the stage! The momentum
comes from its birthland - the Eight-Hundred-Li Qin’s
Land, upon which the Opera was nourished by the
unique human geography and historical environment.
It was on this land where arrogance of the Qin Dynasty,

generosﬂy of the Han Dynasty, and mognlflcence of

"._5"' .
Jr o g
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IDEh. EPEL. EhR. EhIE. E . Heading the lamp is to put

the lamp lit on the top of the head and at the same fime to perform a variety of actions, such as wolkmg kneeling, lying, turning,

going through under the table, going through under the chair and climbing up the table, etfc.
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Bagpipes
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Similar to Shaanxi Opera, bagpipes in Scottish Highlands
are masculine and resonant with a variety of grace
notes to express heroic sentiments. Under the influence
of the British army in the 17th to 18th century bagpipe
became an important musical instrument in Scofland.
In the 19th century bagpipe competition raged among
the Scottish and many famous players emerged. More
often than not bagpipes are found in the carnivals of
the country. Convivial and ready fo sing and dance,
the Scottish would play the bagpipes accompanied by
joyful folk dance. Bagpipes have become an integral
part in Scofttish culture. Its rhythm and melody have
entered the blood stream of its people.
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City Exploration
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Xi’an

Learners of ancient Chinese history will find it impossible
fo bypass a geographic concept Guanzhong (literally:
"Inside the Pass"). Xi'an, the centerpiece of Guanzhong
areaq, is naturally a famous city sfringing together a
number of Chinese historical milestones.

A visit fo China is like furning pages of a millennium-
long history. You must actually be there to fully grasp its
charm.

You should never miss the Terracotta Army in the
Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor once you come to
Xi'an.

Qin Shi Huang, the first emperor in imperial China, not
only united China for the first fime, but also left with
him invaluable legacies. The Mausoleum of the First
Qin Emperor is one of world's largest, most fantastically
structured and richest imperial mausoleums. The
Terracofta Army is in the same league with Egyptian
pyramids and ancient Greek sculptures, which are all
freasures of human civilization. It is the most spectacular
site in Xi'an, one of the greatest archaeological

discoveries in the world, and acclaimed as “the Eighth

026 WORLD TOURISM CITIES

Wonder of the World".
0.8 million craftsmen and laborers of the empire

took 40 years to make the timeless work of art and
160 techniques to wrought thousands of figures of
thousands of individual faces. A world wonder indeed!
Archaeological scholars spent 10 thousand days and
nights to innovate color preserving technologies, an
act that constitutes an extension of the craftsmanship
thousands of years ago. See how the figures glitter!
When you finish appreciating the Terracotta Army, also
visit the Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor, Huaging
Pool and the Park of Mounf Li.

The Greater Wild Goose Pagoda is inside the Da Ci'en
Temple complex. In the 3rd year of Yonghui in Tang
(652 AD), the Buddhist translator and traveler Xuanzang
supervised the construction of the pagoda to preserve
Buddha statues, Buddhist relics and Sanskrit canons he
brought to Chang'an along the Silkk Road from India. Each
floor enshrines some Buddhist relics. The Da Ci'en Temple
is a sanctuary of Chinese mahayana and a symbol of the
spirit and peaceful communication along the Sikk Road.

Away from the majestic and unadorned Greater Wild
Goose Pagoda is the Greater Wild Goose Pagoda
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North Square, a haunting place of Chinese youngsters

and the biggest fountain square in Asia, where brilliant
fountain shows are given each night.

Great Mosque of Xi'an on the Huajue Lane is one of
the most magnificent, sequestered, largest and best
preserved mosques with world renown, greater in size
than all the other mosques in Xi'an, hence its name.
Master architect Liang Sicheng called it a *mosque
built after the style of traditional Chinese architectural
art”. Visitors are impressed by the harmonious fusion of
ancient Chinese and Islamic architectural styles. As a
result it was added to the UNESCO Islamic Heritage.

A stone’s throw from the Great Mosque is Xi'an Drum
Tower. You can have a look at the Bell Tower, the
Drum Tower and the Ming city wall, and sample local
delicacies on the Hui people street nearby, which is a
must visit for gourmets.

Xi'an Bell Tower stands at the junction of the east, west,
north and south streets within the Ming city wall at the
city centfer. Opposite to the Drum Tower, another Xi'an
landmark, it is the largest and best preserved existing

bell tower in China.

Ming City Wall

After visiting the Bell and Drum Tower, we suggest you
cycle around the Ming city wall, which is thicker than
an ordinary man’s height, and the largest and best
preserved ancient city wall in China. The hustle and
bustle of the city seems to have rubbed off on the
ancient wall that epitomizes history and deeply rooted
culture.

A great dynasty necessarily built great palaces. As the
imperial palace of Tang dynasty Daming Palace was
the most grandiose and imposing palace complex
in the world of the time, and the political center and
state symbol of the dynasty. Daming Palace laid the
groundwork of Chinese and Asian palace design and
construction, a paradigm for all later Chinese imperial
palaces. The Forbidden City and other Asian palafial
architectures in Japan and Korea are also under its
influence. Daming Palace was first built in the 8th year
of Zhenguan under Emperor Taizong of Tang's reign
(634 AD). For over 200 years it was the place where 17
emperors used to attend to affairs of state. According
fo history the palace covers 3.5 sg. km, about 4.5 times
the size of the Forbidden City.
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Edinburgh drawn to if. It is a city sealed in time: antique
architectures like castles and churches as well as streets

Stepping on the land of Edinburgh is like opening a and alleys transport visitors to the Middle Ages. The
romantic and fantastic book. You are immediately legendary history and paranormal anecdotes passed
down from generation
to generation shroud the
city in a veil of mystery.
Edinburgh is also a
destination for culture
vultures. Though small, it
is dotted with theaters,
museums and galleries.
Edinburgh Art Festival,

= i ' i for example, brings
.’l . h { . i i together the top-notch
Mlir'.ﬂiil : N AN cultural and artistic
+ o - " L groups from all over

the world to perform
and countless art lovers
to participate.

Edinburgh is full of
historical gravitas and
all kinds of fantastic
legends. It is also a
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place to be appreciated slowly and attentively. You can
browse all the sites in a day or two, but it is more advisable
to spend 5 fo 7 days to relish the old city’s flavor. You can
stroll along the Royal Mile to feel the pulse of the city, or
overlook the whole Edinburgh on Calton Hill and visualize
allits vicissitudes, or sit at the Elephant House nursing a cup
of coffee, and imagine how Harry Porter meets Hogwarts
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

Edinburgh Castle constitutes the spiritual symbol of
Edinburgh, bearing witness to the historic moments in
Scottish history as former palace and fortress. It is also
where the oldest architecture in the city, St Margaret's
Chapel, stands. The crown and sceptre as well as the
legendary Stone of Destiny of the monarchs of Scotland
are also displayed here.

Elephant House is one of the best cafes in Edinburgh,
and became known to the world because of one of its
patrons, J.K. Rowling, author of Harry Porter. The best-
selling book series bring streams of visitors.

Royal Mile

Royal Mile is also a destination you cannot miss in

Edinburgh, a paved thoroughfare connecting The
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Palace of Holyroodhouse, the official residence
Queen Elizabeth Il, the British monarch in Scotland,
and Edinburgh Castle. Other famous sites like St Giles'
Cathedral, the Real Mary King's Close, the Scotfch
Whisky Experience and Camera Obscura can also be
found along the way, as well as the streetscape.

Scott Monument, Calton Hill, National Museum of
Scotland, Scottish National Gallery and the Royal Yacht
Britannia, etc., are worth your visit too. You can also
depart from Edinburgh to explore places like Loch Ness,
Fort William and Glen Coe in Scottish Highlands.

[How to Get to Edinburgh]

EdPlane: Edinburgh Airport is situated 12 km west of Edinburgh's
city center. Turkish Airlines, Air France, KLM Royal Dutch
Airlines, British Airways, Etihad Airways and Finnair, etc., all
have flights to Edinburgh. You can depart from airports
in Beijing, Shanghai, Chengdu. Guangzhou, Wuhan and
Hong Kong, etc. In addition, budget airlines like Easyjet and
Ryanair also offer flights to Edinburgh from or to other cities in
the UK or European cities.

ElTrain: Edinburgh has three train stations. Waverley is the
main one located in the urban center, where frains to all
major cities of UK depart. Haymarket is the second largest
train station in Edinburgh, where trains to west, north or
surrounding places of Edinburgh stop. The newly opened
Gateway is the third one, where trains running between
Edinburgh and Perth, Dundee and Inverness stop.

= Bus: Edinburgh’s long-distance bus station is located beside
Multrees Walk, a shopping street in the northeast corner
of St Andrews Square. The route of the long-distance bus
connects Edinburgh to all major Scottish cities and most
British cities.

[How to Get to Edinburgh’s Sites]
Edinburgh'’s tourist sites basically cluster around Princess Street
and Royal Mile. Visitors can just walk there. But if you live
in suburban hotels or plan to go to the beach taking bus is
necessary. There are plenty of buses to take. For convenience'’s
sake it is advisable to buy a through ficket that can be used
however many times you like within a day.

[EIBus: Lothian Buses is the main supplier of transportation
service in and surrounding the city. Most routes pass the
Princes Street. Aside from ordinary buses it also operates
tourist buses, night buses and airport buses.

Bicycle: Touring around Edinburgh by bike is a good idea. Of
course if you don't want to get lost, make sightseeing plans
in advance.
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