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Irkutsk

Irkutsk city- the capital of Eastern Siberia, pleasantly
historic Irkutsk is by far the most popular stop on the
Trans-Siberian Railway between Moscow and all points
east. With Lake Baikal a mere 70 km away, the city is
the best base from which to strike out for the western
shoreline. Amid the 19th-century architecture, revived
churches, classy eateries and numerous hostels, plentiful
English-speaking agencies can help you plan anything
from a winter trek across the lake’s ice to a short walking

Introduction of New Members #< R /M43

four through the city.
In recent years Irkutsk has seen something of a tourist

boom, spawning a municipally funded information
center, detailed city maps planted at strategic points
and a handful of freshly conceived museums, as
well as the blockbuster 130 Kvartal project, an entire
neighborhood given over to typical Siberian tfimber
buildings housing new restaurants, bars, cafes and the
odd museum.

Modern Irkutsk is a historical city, which combines
magnificence and unique nature of a historical center
with blocks of modern buildings, traditions of the most
intelligent and educated Siberian city with modern
industrial, research and educational potential.

For many fravelers Irkutsk is a starting point to begin
exploration of Lake Baikal - the largest freshwater lake
in the world and the world's deepest lake. Somewhat
crescent shaped, it is in the southern Siberia area
of Russia. In 1996 it was declared a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.

Irkutsk is a city with a unique personality. And, in a
faraway wilderness of Siberia, this city can become one
of the most amazing places you'll see in your life.
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Petra, erigi II'y known to the Nabataeans as Ragmu, is
rcl his’rori_'c¢1lf nd archaeological city in southern Jordan.
e cijyf_}f mous for its rock-cut architecture and water
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Petra is one of the “New7Wonders of the World".

em. Another name for Petra is the Rose City
olor of the stone out ofswhich it is carved.

Established possibly as early as 312 BC as the capital
city of the Arab Nabataeans, it is a symbol of Jordan,
as well as Jordan's most-visited tourist attraction.
The Nabataeans were nomadic Arabs who took
advantage of Petra's proximity to regional trade routes
tfo establish it as a major frading hulb. The Nabataeans
are also known fer_their great ability,in constructing
efficient.water-collecting methods in the barren deserts
and their talent in carving structures info solid rocks.
Petra lies on the slope of Jebel al-Madhbah (identified
by some as the biblical Mount Hor) in a basin among

(Wadi Araba), the large valley running from the Dead
Sea to the Gulf of Agaba. It has been a UNESCO World
Heritage Site since 1985.

The site remained unknown to the Western world until
1812, when it was intfroduced by Swiss explorer Johann
Ludwig Burckhardt. It was described as "a rose-red
city half as old as time" in a Newdigate Prize-winning
poem by John William Burgon. UNESCO has described
it as "one of the most precious cultural properties of
man's cultural heritage". Petra was named amongst
the “New7Wonders of the World" in 2007 and was also
chosen by the Smithsonian Magazine os_gm'_é%]‘;‘rhé "28
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