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Shanghai West Bund, Gorgeous Turning of the “Rust Belt”
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There is a glory called Shanghai West Bund

In Xuhui riverside area beside Huangpu River of
Shanghai, there is an area with a river coast of 11.4
kilometers and an area of 9.4 square kilometers. It is the
most active riverside new urban district in the cenftral
area of Shanghai.

Once upon a fime, as one of the cradles of China’s
modern national industry, there were Longhua Airport,
the largest airport in the Far East, Beipiao Matou, the first
water-land intermodal wharf in China, Nanpu Railway,
which took on heavy responsibility of passenger and
freight transport under the smoke of the Battle of
Shanghai, Shanghai Aircraft Manufacturing Factory, the
birthplace of China’s first self-developed and self-made
jumbo jet Shanghai Y-10, Shanghai Cement Factory,
the first wet cement factory in China that accomplished
the immortal myth of the Park Hotel and Shanghai
Synthetic Detergent Factory that produces household

necessities—"Baimao” detergents. Here is the legendary
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West Bund of Shanghai. A river coast became a busy
fransportation line, thus West Bund of Shanghai became
a famous transportation, logistics, storage, production
and processing base at that time.

However, prosperity was followed by decline just like
the Great Lakes Region of the United States, Ruhr
Region of Germany and London Industrial Area. With
the adjustment of urban layout and the transfer of
fraditional industries, Shanghai West Bunk, the busy but
closed coast gradually lost its vitality and became a
veritable “Rust Belt”. The factories were abandoned
and the machines were covered with rust. Glories
became a history and the decline came unexpectedly.

There is a kind of determination called gorgeous turning
How to realize the development and transformation
of new forms and functions from the disordered and
declining warehouse industrial sites? Shanghai West
Bund has turned back gorgeously. The 45-kilometers
riverside coast of Hangpu River has been basically
joined up. Shanghai West Bunk has a coast of 8.4

kilometers from Rihui Port in the north to Xupu Bridge in
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the south and has become a display area of modern
industrial sites in Shanghai and an infersection of
Chinese and westfern culture.

Since 2012, Shanghai West Bunk has focused on core
projects including “West Bund Cultural Corridor” brand
project, “West Bund Media Port” and “Shanghai Dream
Center” to create an international gathering of culture
and finance that brings together top culture and art at
home and abroad, information media, fashion design,
innovative finance and other industry leaders. The aim
is to become a world-class riverside new urban district
with unique charms and vitality compared with Paris
Left Bank and London South Bank.

There is a fashion called Shanghai West Bund.
Nowadays, the former production facilities such as the
marifime tower, the railway station and fracks along
the road have been preserved in the design of the
public open space on West Bund. After a new round
of development and construction, they have gradually
become the most artistic riverside landscapes in
Shanghai.
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On West Bund, the best place of literature and art is the
Long Museum. At the beginning of the design, a coal
hopper unloading bridge built in 1950s and measuring
110 meters long, 10 meters wide and 8 meters high was
specially preserved on the site. The main building of
the museum is characterized by its unique “umbrella
arch” structure and is divided into four floors. The first
and second floors above the ground are display spaces
for contemporary arts such as painting, sculptfure,
installation and new media. The large-scale arched
space surface is poured with fine bare concrete, which
responds visually to the fashion space “Doulang”
fransformed from the former structure “coal hopper” at
Beipiao Matou. It creates a rational and calm industrial
feel and original sense, as well as a distinct sense of
strength and lightness. At the same time, it endows the
museum building with extremely keen modernity and
creativity. The first floor underground is a permanent
exhibition space for art treasures in ancient China
and art works in Republican period. The “white box”
rectangular exhibition hall highlights the historical
heritage and the extensive and profound feature of
fraditional Chinese art.

There is an elevated trestle outside the Long Museum,
which is called “Maritime Lounge Bridge". It is about 420
meters long. The two end are connected with red tower
cranes, which are distinctive scenic landmarks. The coal
in Shanghai used to be carried to the coal conveyor
belt (now elevated frestle) through tower cranes, then
conveyed to the coal hopper and fransported by train.
In order to allow people to experience the beauty of
Huangpu River from multi-dimensional perspectives, all
of them have now been fransformed into sightseeing
platforms and frails. When walking through the elevated
frestle, you will feel the busyness of coal fransportation
at that time and appreciate the glory of industrial
age in old Shanghai. There is also skateboard square,
basketball court and rock climbing square near the
“"Maritime Lounge Bridge”, which provide young people
with space for passion and creativity.

In those years, there were several kilometers of railroad
tracks for coal transportation in Beipiao Matou. The

designers used the depression between the first and
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second flood confrol walls to reconstruct the frack here.
They intfegrated it with the stones preserved from the
original Nanpu railway station to Beipiao Matou and
laid the tracks. Another classical place—"Gudi Huaxi"”
was set up.

After a round of development and construction,
Shanghai West Bund has successfully attracted many
well-known cultural and artistic institutions such as
Long Museum, Yuz Museum, and Shanghai Center
of Photography, as well as high-quality cultural and
financial industry projects such as Shanghai Dream
Center and Tencent. Under the leadership of the West
Bund Music Festival, West Bund Art & Design Expo,
West Bund Biennial of Architecture and Contemporary
Art and other brand activities, Shanghai West Bund
is becoming a high-quality gathering of cultural,
commercial and sports activities.

Located on the south side of Longyao Road and
Longteng Avenue, Shanghai Dream Center is the
flagship project of “West Bund Media Port”. It is jointly
built by Lan Kwai Fong Group, Dreamworks and China
Media Capital. The total construction area is 463,000
square meters and it includes 12 creative cultural
buildings: headquarters of "Oriental DreamWorks",
performing arts theater, concert hall, artist studio,
venues of global movie premieres and major
performances, international standard restaurants and
bars, fashionable life retail experience and street life all
year around. Shanghai Dream Center integrates global
cultural entertainment, international performing arts,
fashion shopping and media elements, with creativity,
electronic media, technology and cultural industries
as its leading development direction. It will be put info
operation at the end of 2018. On the occasion, it will
bring fogether the most energetic young people, the
public and Chinese and foreign tourists in Shanghai.
The museum was originally the hangar of Shanghai
Aircraft Manufacturing Factory, which was established
in 1950 and was a large enterprise engaged in large-
scale passenger airplane production under the Ministry

of Aeronautics and Astronautics Industry. During the
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construction of the museum, the original structure
and appearance of the hangar were preserved and
supporting service facilities such as souvenir shops and
cafes were provided.

It was originally the No. 250 factory building of Shanghai
Aircraft Manufacturing Factory. On the one hand, by
preserving the integrity of the large-span space of the
original factory building, the design shows the shocking
power of the original space and highlights the time
stamp of the old-new connection. On the other hand,
the opening of the gable walls on the east and west
facades also implies that the building with the sense of
industrial sites will be opened to the city in a completely
new atfitude.

The oil tank used to supply oil for Longhua airport,
including five oil tank bodies, fire pool, wharf and
supporting facilities. The interior space is wide, with
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a height of 15 meters. It has a dome with industrial
characteristics and a cambered circumferential
space. During the renovation, the riverside fire pool
was also transformed into a viewing pool, which was
connected to the Huangpu River. The former oil tanks
have become a carrier of art and life, infroducing
various art-related functions and creatfing a green
garden. While respecting industrial remains, it aftracts
the public to approach and experience contemporary
art, improves the quality of city life, reestablishes the
connection between the public and the city, art
and nature, thus it has become a new public cultural
activity and artistic core area on the bank of Huangpu
River.

“A great city must have a great city space.” Hope
everyone come to the West Bund to feel the organic
integration of art and city and think about more
possibilities for the future public space of the city in the
humanistic and high-quality riverside space.
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