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Come to Chongaging Industrial and Cultural Expo Park, H
View the Development History of Centennial Industrial Town
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In southwest China, there is a city, which is surrounded

by mountains and situated by the river. Yangtze River,
the mother river of Chinese people crosses the city.
She is famous as not only a river city and a foggy city,
but also a mountain city. She is hardworking, calm
and dignified. The older generation has an industrial
complex that is hard to give up towards the city. She
is also hot, enthusiastic, spicy and fresh and “makes
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counftless gourmets bow in homage”. She is Chongqing,
a famous historical and cultural city as well as an old
industrial town.

It may not be known that the first frack of Chengdu-
Chongging railway was born here; China'’s first CQ 260
military off-road vehicle was rolled off the line from
here... All of this was due to the geographical isolation
of Chongqing and its developed industrial foundation.
Let us look back at China in the 1930s. At that time,
Chongqging had more than 400 modern factories and
handicraft workshops. In Sichuan during the same
period, there were fewer than 600 similar factories. The
total number of factories in Chongqging accounted for
71% of that in Sichuan province, while the number of
capital and workers in Chongging accounted for more
than two thirds of the total number in Sichuan province.
In Sichuan and even in the southwest, Chongqging
was the most concentrated and developed city in
industry. During the Anfi-Japanese War, two thirds of the
country’'s ammunitions were “made in Chongging” and
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Chongging became a heavy industry city dominated
by armament industry. The most important was
Chongqing Iron & Steel Group in Dadukou.

“Dunkirk” in Chinese industrial history

The predecessor of Chongqing Iron & Steel Group
is Hanyang Iron Works, China’s first and the largest
iron and steel complex established by the Qing
government. Although Hanyang Iron Works was the
earliest and largest iron and steel plant in Asia at that
fime, it was doomed not to be favored by chances
in modern China where domestic strife and foreign
aggression occurred. In 1924, Hanyang lron Works
halted production after several twists and turns. The
supporting mine fell into the hands of the Japanese and
became the raw material export base of Japan iron
works. During the Anti-Japanese War, some smelting
equipment of Hanyang Iron Works was relocated to
Chongging, which opened the prelude to the most
solemn and stirring “Dunkirk” evacuation in Chinese




industrial history.

The national government set up a steel relocation
committee. The demolition began in March 1938. The
staff braved the Japanese bombing and maintained
the equipment soon after bombing day and night until
Wuhan retreat. In just seven months, a total of 56,800
fons of equipment was dismantled from Hanyang Iron
Works and other places, accounting for half of the
entire westward-migrated materials.

Compare with dismantlement, transshipment was more
difficult. The steel relocation committee recruited 2
gunboats, 11 seagoing vessels, 27 river steamers, 4 iron
barges, 17 tugboats, 218 wooden barges and 7,000
cypress boats. The equipment and materials were
first fransported westward from Wuhan to Yichang
and then transported to Sichuan by high-powered
streamers that could go through the Three Gorges. On
Chuanijiang river segment where transportation was
extremely difficult, the committee adopted segmental
fransshipment, set up transfer stations in Sandouping,
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Miaohe, Badong, Wushan, Fengijie, Wanxian, Fuling,
Jiulongpo and other places, hid from bombing and
rapids, and fransported materials to Dadukou. The
work began in June 1938 and lasted for one year and
six months. Excepft for the 2,745 tons of materials blown
up by air strikes, the remaining arrived safely. On the
way, 23 workers were killed and 58 were injured. 124 of
the 148 wooden boats hired by the committee arrived
safely, while only 67 of the 228 wooden boats allocated
by the bureau of ordnance arrived safely.

The “Dunkirk™ in the history of Chinese industry has made
Chongging Iron & Steel Group. The fafte of Chongqging
was closely linked fo that of China during the Anfi-
Japanese War.

“Dunkirk” of Chonggqing Iron & Steel Group

Like many developed industrial countries, the heavy
industrial area in Chongging has gone from glory to
decline, failing to escape the fate of the Great Lakes
Region of the United States, Ruhr Region of Germany
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and London Industrial Area. With the adjustment

of the city layout and the fransfer of traditional
industries, Chongging Iron & Steel Group fulfilled the
overall relocation in September 2011, completed
the environmental relocation project with a unique
“"Chonggqging Iron & Steel speed” and then went into
operation. The steel production system in Dadukou
District, which has a history of a hundred years, has
been shut down safely and orderly.

Based on the original site of Chongqging Iron & Steel
Group, Chongqging Industrial and Cultural Expo Park
is built near the mountain and by the river. It stands in
Dadukou District and the guideboard of “Chongqing
Industrial and Cultural Expo Park™ points to a group of

black, brown, gray, red and yellow “plants”, “workshops”,
“steel cables” and “locomotives”. The park is composed
of Chongqing Industrial Site Park, Chongging Industrial
Museum and Cultural & Creative Industrial Park and is

expected fo be completed in 2019.

Among them, the Industrial Site Park was opened
in early 2017. Far away from the park, you can see
three big chimneys which are the symbol of the old
factory buildings of Chong Iron & Steel Group. They
will be permanently preserved and have become the
landmark of Chongging Industrial Site Park. Although
mottled rust no longer exists, “Dunkirk” in Chinese
industrial history and the fiery working scene will be

played back in front of people’s eyes.

Chongging Industrial and Cultural Expo Park

There are not only remains of Chongqging Iron &
Steel Group, but also many collections representing
Chongaqing industry in Chongaing Industrial and Cultural
Expo Park. At present, it has collected more than 1,000
industrial exhibits from various periods of Chongqging’s
development. The first railroad frack, locomotive,
ladle, 17 themed sculptures... are all made of material

objects.
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I 1 YO =0 0[]0 Ie] Fo M ede] | Yol ([T I I MY HITEEYs|  is the prime mover of the first large rail-beam section
steam engine is the only one in the world. mill in China’s steel rolling industry and is known as "“the

The tfreasure of Chongging Industrial Museum is “8000 living fossil representing the early industrial equipment
(HP) horizontal steam engine with two cylinders”. The  of Chongging Iron & Steel Group”. It was produced by
10-meter-long, 2-meter-high and 250-fon jumbo machine  England in 1905 and imported to Hanyang Iron Works atf
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the end of the westernization movement in Qing dynasty.
The living fossil stfeam engine witnessed the “Dunkirk”
in the history of Chinese industry. Its components were
blown down to the Yangtze River by Japanese aircrafts

during the large relocation. Later, it was salvaged from
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the river and continued working unfil 1985. It completed
its historical mission due to energy conservation reform.
Now the machine, which represents the highest level
of industry in the world a century ago, lies quietly in the
Chongging Industrial Museum.

In the Industrial Site Park, apart from the 5-fon hammer
which is the large forging equipment of the former
Chongging Special Steel Factory, there are also
Chang'an series cars — minibuses, independent brand
cars, joint venture cars, efc. The “main products”
embedded in a wall of the old factory not only
contain audio-visual materials such as CDs and fapes,
documents such as production procedures and
employee manuals, but also “living materials” such as
electric fans, sewing machines and table clocks, all of
which are felling the past history in silence.

On the square of the Industrial Site Park, there is also a
sculpture of “Soaring Wing”, which is a Y-5 aircraft. It is
China’s first generation of light multipurpose aircraft and
comes from Chongging Three Gorges General Aviation
Company, the first private airline in the history of China’s
civil aviation. There is also an old factory building in
the park, which has been listed as “the first Chinese
architectural heritage of the 20th century”.

With the emergence of new industries, the once
brilliant industrial enterprises are facing the fate of
transformation or even elimination. When the bright,
prosperous and noisy steel cities extinguished the last
fire in the furnace, they became the industrial relics
of the post-industrial era. However, they are already
rooted in the indelible memory of the old generation.
For the new generation, they also make practical sense
in understanding history and recognizing the present.

In addition fo a simple visit, the park has also opened
a unigque sightseeing route. You can take a small retro
frain to four slowly around the park. You will feel the
busyness and glory in the past through industrial history
of a century.

The first Industrial and Cultural Park in Chongging was
born after the last fire of Chongqing Iron & Steel Group
went out. The history of the centennial industrial town is

all preserved in the concrete jungle.
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