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The ancient city of Fes looks like a maze set for modern
people in ancient times. Even if you are equipped with
modern digital map, you are sure to feel bewildered
when you are inside a city with 9,000 densely intertwined
alleys, street markets, all kinds of ceramics, leather,
carpet and dyeing workshops and numerous grocery
stores and stalls. Anyone who travels to Morocco will not
omit Fes in his ifinerary. As the center of Islamic culture in
Morocco, Fes fascinates tourists not only with its ancient
architecture, but also family-owned workshops that
cannot be replaced the Industrial Revolution.
Following our guide and weaving our ways through the
alleys, we were able to admire the palaces, temples
and workshops combing Islamic characteristics and
ancient Jewish culture, and craft workshops where
Islamic features blended with ancient Jewish culfure.
The aroma of dried fruits and herbs in the markets mixed
with the smell of leather and dyes, and the dazzling
porcelain, carpets, bags and brassware make you feel
a bif lost in this handicraft city.

Dazzling blue mosaic tiles
We visited a pottery workshop named Poterie de Fes,

which is a small factory that sfill retains the ancient kiln
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sites. The factory uses a small yard to separate the
areas of different processes. Casting, coloring, firing,
painfing and pasting, each procedure occupies
an independent and separate turf in the factory’'s
courtyard. Several craffsmen work meticulously on
one procedure, and accustomed to the crowds of
fourists, they just ignore the crazy shutterbugs around.
Fes’ indigenous mosaic files are completely different
from the Chinese porcelain. The blue mosaic files
are made from the unique grey clay of Fes. Known
as Zillige in local language, the handmade mosaic
tilework is to patch small mosaic tiles with blue fones
to form various patterns and complex designs, which
will then pasted onto walls of houses, and even to
utensils, such as washbasins, bowls and dishes. Fes’
mosaic tiles are decorated by a variety of vibrant
colors, similar to China’s cloisonné technique.
However, cloisonne is a combination of copper and
ceramics, while blue mosaic tiles are a combination
of clay and porcelain. Chinese porcelain and
cloisonne wares are elegant and delicate, while
Moroccan ceramics are colourful, passionate and
stylish. Each product is a unique handmade artwork.
Their patterns look alike but differ from each other. It
is this uniqueness that renders these small factories or
workshops sustain until today.

These ceramics workshops and factory are what
visitors to Fes most interested in. These blue Zillige
works range from washbasins, fable tops, ceilings
and floor tiles, to pots, cups, kettles, bowls and
plates, involving all the factors in life. There are luxury
items priced RMB 10,000, and a cute little dish just
tagged no more than RMB 20. Faced with a dazzling
array of colorful ceramic artworks and crafts, no one
can resist the tfemptation to buy one or two pieces
as gifts.

Low-key luxurious Moroccan carpet

Walking through a narrow alley, we walked into
a house with humble appearance but hidden
wonders inside. It is a handmade carpet factory.
The building has a three or four-story tall atrium, and
colored carpetfs hanging there look like waterfalls.
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Several women were weav

a scene seeming not so
more a display to fourists.
The most famous Moroccan carpet is the
carpet. As the oldest nomadic people in A
Berbers weave their carpets with a touch o
tfo the nature. The colors of the carpets are
the sandy color, brown and light tan, repre
the land of Africa, rocks and camels. The pc¢
include dunes, camels and plants, and some
star and crescent due to the influence of Is
and Arab culture.

Moroccan handmade carpets look roug
their materials are very particular. Even co
with simple geometric patte
made, strong and durab
can be used for genera
modern factories here ma
carpets, people still prefer
carpets. Beni Ourain, Tapis
handmade carpets are ki
prices are four or five fi
carpets. Some even co
which can be best described

Stinky but famous leather ta
For tourists, another ftype ¢
the stinky but famous har
The oldest fannery here is
old, and several famous ta
tourist attractions, making leather sales a seem
side business for them. The guide took me passing
through tortuous ways to a room full of leather
products, and gave me a mint leaf to smell in front
of my nose. However, the cool mint fragranc
couldn’'t cover up the smell of punge
products. No wonder tanning
odoriferous frade.

The salesmen at the tannery led foreig
through rooms with leather bags and shoes hanging
all the walls, and fried to sell some leather bags.

re

The Moroccan sales style is very persuasive. The
salespeople usually start with fhé"‘ogin O
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hide, i.e. the hide is from which parts of cows, sheep

or camels. They will then introduce how the hides are
dyed with pure plants such as flowers: the red color
is from poppies, the beige from the pomegranates,
green from mint and brown from henna. This is to
inform you that the hides are not modern industrial
products. Looking info the eyes of local people with
sincere enthusiasm, it would be hard for tourists not to
be impressed. These genuine leather handbags and
shoes may have somewhat complicated and even
rustic styles. However, unlike the leather bags produced
on the assembly line, these handmade bags come only
after craftsmen’s painstaking efforts.

Learning that | was there for photography, the man in
the tannery skipped the sales procedure and took me
straight to the balcony of the room. At first glance, the
backyard seemed to be a large tanning ferrace. Dye
cauldrons made of stone or clay linked up into a single
stretch, like a hive with colorful dyes. Workers were busy
as bees.

The first procedure is fanning. Modern factories to use
alum and sodium sulfate to remove the protein from
the remaining flesh and hair on the hides and make the
hides soft. However, following the ancient Fes tanning
method, hides are first soaked in a mixture of cow
urine, quicklime and salt, and then in pigeon poop to
soften the hides before dyed. Although all the materials
are naturally made, the pungent smell still cannot be
dispersed in the tannery. | picked up a small piece of
tanned leather, and it felt soft to the touch. It is said that
many well-known leather brands in Europe come from
Fes.
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Dark clothing dye workshop

People are more concerned about leather tanneries in
Fes. Actually, there are many cloth and clothes dyeing
workshops on the streets. | saw a pool with dark dye
at one side of an alley, with stacks of robes and saris
beside the pool.

Moroccan people, either men or women, all wear
robes. Women usually wear black robes, but they may
wear blue and other bright colors for festive occasions.
The men’s robes are mainly of the light fan and brown
color. The best robes are always made of wool. In
the ancient city of Fes, there are still many dyeing
workshops, where clothes are dyed.

Workers wearing rubber shoes took from the dyeing
cauldrons clothes, silk scarves and silk and cofton
materials, which were then hung on the wall on the
sides of the alley. The dyed water flowed to the ground,
dyeing the road into black. Seeing the owner of a dye
house standing in front of the door, | raised my camera
and gestured to take pictures of him. He nodded
warmly and was delightful for the shots. The handicrafts
of the dyeing workshop can be easily replaced by the
production lines. | was just wondering how long would
the dyeing workshop sustain. Maybe, they will be furned
info tourist aftractions in the near future.

Bronze wares mysterious as Aladdin’s lamp

Walking in the alleys of the ancient city of Fes,
one will be fascinated by a variety of small stores,
especially those sparkling bronze ware shops. The
Categories of Fes' bronze wares are not limited to



cups, pofts, plates and basins, but instead, expand
tfo candlesticks and lampshades. A shop owner put
the lamp behind a bronze lampshade, and the light
penetrated through the delicate patterns of the
bronze ware was song dreamy that it reminded me
of the Aladdin’s lamp.

Almost all the bronze wares in Fes are handmade, and
only through this way can the bronze wares gain the
unique texture and cultural and historical charm.

In front of that shop, | saw a craftsman knocked on
the copper sheet with a small hammer, and a plate or
lampshade would gradually be knocked into shape. It
was really amazing to see the patterns slowly carved
on the bronze wares. | also saw a huge lampshade
with very delicate pattern, and | just wondered how
many days of hammering would it take to make such a
lampshade.

| encountered two performers dressed in Moroccan
folk costumes in front a bronze ware store. They were
beating drums and gongs and singing Moroccan
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ballads, a performance catering to fourists. | was there
shooting the bronze ware store. The craftsmen inside
the store kept hammering the bronze wares in their
hands, and the sound of hammering seemed to be an
accompaniment to the performers outside.

In the heights opposite the ancient castle of Borj sud,
| took a bird's view of the ancient city of Fes, which
has been quietly entwined for thousands of years.
| saw a shepherd with his dog herded his sheep
leisurely, but what remained in my mind were still the
various workshops in Fes. The Industrial Revolution
replaced the manual production with machines, and
brought about extfremely high production efficiency.
However, it still cannot eradicate the handicrafts
in ancient industries bearing the cultural value.
Handicrafts will never become the mainstream
of industrial society, but is destined to become a
nostalgic for people.

People are intoxicated and lost in this splendid ancient
city, as if lost in the ocean of ancient culture.
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