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Beijing Tourism Group Merges with Wangfujing Dong’an Group to Create a Tourism Enterprise of
Over RMB 100 Billion
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On January 30, 2018, Beijing Municipal Party ,Aﬁ S ——
Committee and the government held a conference
on the reorganization between Beijing Tourism Group
Co., Ltd. and Beijing Wangfujing Dong'an Group Co.,
Ltd., in which the merger and reorganization between
such two companies was announced. After the free
transfer, Beijing Tourism Group held 100% stock rights of
Wangfujing Dong’an Group.

Wangfujing Dong’an Group was founded in September
2000 with commodity retail as its main business,
Wangfujing Group Co., Ltd., a listed company,
subordinate to which, has its business spread in 30 cities
in seven economic regions nationwide with the total
value of RMB 16.7 billion and enjoys a high popularity
and good reputation in the domestic retail industry.
Beijing Tourism Group is a company among the first
companies operated by state-owned capital in Beijing
City with its business covering such six sectors as hotel,
catering, trip, commerce, tourism in scenic spotfs and
culture and entertainment. In addition, three listed
companies, BTG Hotels, Beijing Capital Retailing Group
and Quanjude, are subordinate to Beijing Tourism
Group with the cumulative total value of more than
RMB 30 billion.
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American Express Acquires Mezi
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On January 31, 2018, American Express announced its
acquisition of Mezi, a virtual tourism assistant based on
Al. After the acquisition, Mezi will be a wholly-owned
subsidiary of American Express.

Mezi was founded in 2015, and its virtual tourism
assistant was originally an application for private chat
and shopping by which users could reserve flights,
hotels and restaurants on the interfaces similar to short
messages.

Swapnil Shinde, co-founder & CEO of Mezi, and Snehal
Shinde, his brother and CTO of Mezi, hope that the time
spent in hotel and restaurant reservations can be saved
for people and that such tedious things can be done
by machine.

“"With messaging emerging as channel of choice
for many, and the demand for unique experiences
increasing, we believe the combination of Mezi's
capabilities with our global network of expert travel
counselors creates a differentiated, high-touch service
experience for our Card Members”, said Phil Norman,
vice president of American Express Digital Labs, in a

press statement.
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Costa neoRomantica Sets Sail on a New Route
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On March 8, 2018, Costa neoRomantica—the first “Belt
and Road” cruise route of China across six Southeast
Asian countries, set sail in Xiamen, and 1,800 tourists on
board started their cruise journey across Philippines,
Malaysia, Brunei, Singapore, Cambodia and Vietnam
for as long as 15 days.

This curie route is launched by large companies Xiamen
Port Holding Co. and CITS (Beijing) Travel Service Co.,
Ltd. in cooperation, fogether with Costa Cruise Lines.
During sailing, local practical conditions of each
Southeast Asian country along the route were based
on to develop such exchange activities as artistic and
cultural communication, academic visits fo colleges
and universities and business investigation so as to
spread the southern Fujian culture of China, promote
international cultural communication and create the
"Cruise of Friendship with ASEAN".

After the maiden voyage, neoRomantica started its
cultural journey to Southeast Asia again with “southern
Fujian charm of the Maritime Silk Road” on March 22
tfo complete the first cultural and artistic exchange
and popularization activity of China with cruise as the

carrier.

122 WORLD TOURISM CITIES



Global News FREKiRRIL

g 1

B/ ==

'.l:,'; . _':f' : ;
|

. ..!.‘;1:1.“1.‘.;

I

WORLD TOURISM CITIES 123




ILERFRIL  Global News

EFEREE, FEMTINE “SHhiAE"

Hong Kong Airlines Partners with Starred Chef to Create “Private Kitchen in the Air”
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On February 7, 2018, Hong Kong Airlines announced
its collaboration with Gabriel Choy, a famous chef in
Hong Kong catering circle, to offer a new range of
dishes blending Chinese and Western flavors (excluding
breakfast service) to its Business Class passengers on all
flights departing from Hong Kong

Gabriel was the first Asian winner of the Gordon Ramsay
Scholar competition. Hong Kong Airlines’ General
Manager for Service Delivery, Mr. Chris Birt said, "Hong
Kong Airlines has always worked with some of the best
culinary talents over the years, and our partnership with
Chef Gabiriel is no exception. His flair for creating fresh,
vibrant and mouth-watering dishes complements our

Global News EREKHARIFL

young and energetic image.”

Chef Gabriel has designed 12 main courses, each
reflecting a unique blend of ingredients that include
the likes of grilled beef tenderloin with red date demi-
glaze sauce, roasted potato and seasonal vegetables
and mixed seafood cannelloni in white mornay sauce
fopped with jade sprouts. The new tableware equipped
have been developed by an award-winning, local
homeware design brand and inflight experience
specialists together, and their design aspiration comes
from the Bauhinia flower — the logo of Hong Kong
Airlines and also the flora emblem of Hong Kong.
Business Class passengers from Hong Kong to Los
Angeles, Vancouver and the soon-to-be launched
San Francisco can enjoy prior meal selection services.
Passengers can pre-select their main course 30 days
before the flight through 24 hours before departure for
free by visiting the Hong Kong Airlines website.

When referring to his novel cooperation with Hong Kong
Airlines, Gabriel indicated, “It has been a pleasure for me
fo work with Hong Kong Airlines to develop new dishes
for its premium customers. The experience has been
an eye-opener for me, as | work with airline experts to
show a selection of dishes that feature flavor profiles that
remain extremely fasteful, even at 35,000 feet.”
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Yunnan Branch of China Southern Airlines Officially Founded
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On March 6, 2018, Yunnan Branch of China Southern
Airlines was officially founded in Kunming. This branch
is the 23rd air transport branch subordinate to China
Southern Airlines. Such 8 domestic lines as Qingdao-
Zhengzhou-Kunming, Shantou-Kunming, Kunming-Dali,
Zhengzhou-Chongging-Lijiang, and Chongging-Pu’er
have been newly launched in the summer-autumn
flight season from March 25, and a Guangzhou-
Kunming-lslamabad line will be opened in June to add
an international destination to Kunming Airport.

Yunnan is a province located in the southwest of China
and on the southwest of the Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau
with the most minorities. There are many famous

mountains and rivers and lakes as well as diverse
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national customs in Yunnan. Due to local special
geographical conditions, travellers often go to Yunnan
by air.

Yunnan has been determined as the distribution center
for South Asia and Southeast Asia in the "Belt and
Road” Initiative to highlight its position in economic and
frade exchanges between China and South Asia and

Southeast Asia.




In September 2017, the People's Government of
Yunnan Province and Civil Aviation Administration
of China jointly issued the Planning of Kunming
International Aviation Hub to give priority to the
construction of Kunming Infernational Aviation Hub in
the strategy of reinvigorating China with civil aviation
and the strategy of reinvigorating Yunnan with civil
aviation and put forward that Kunming will be fully built
as an international aviation hub influencing Southeast
Asia and South Asia with its air transportation scale
among top 10 globally. Yunnan is embracing a scarce
new historic opportunity of great opening up and great
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development.

China Southern Airlines has been always attaching
great imporftant to Yunnan market and established
Kunming Business Division as early as in 1994. It has
improved ifs fransport capacity in Yunnan continuously
over the past more than 20 years. In 2017, China
Southern Airlines had 50 lines and é destinations in
Yunnan and 29 destination cities including Beijing,
Shanghai, Guangzhou, Wuhan and Chongqging outside
such province, served 33,000 flights and transported
5.50 million passengers to effectively support the
construction of Kunming Infernational Aviation Hub.

Atk

B/ x5

WORLD TOURISM CITIES

127



