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WTCF Secretary-General Song Yu and Morocco's Minister of Tourism EEIE SR ERERI< Sajid Mohammed & =&

Sajid Mohammed exchanged gifts Sajid Mohammed, Morocco's Minister of Tourism delivered a speech
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Li Li, Chinese Ambassador to Morocco delivered a speech At the Forum
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Moroccan and African travel companies attended the event
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To promote tourism cooperation between
China and Morocco and boost
the “Belt and Road Initiative”

China-Morocco Tourism Cooperation
Forum Held in Casablanca

On February 1st, 2018, the China-Morocco Tourism
Forum was held in Casablanca. The forum was
jointly hosted by World Tourism Cities Federation,
the Moroccan National Office of Tourism, and the
Casablanca city. More than one hundred guests
were invited fo attend the forum, including buyers
from major Chinese travel agency, representatives
from the tourism department of Africa, and tourism
industry experts. The forum’'s theme: “China-Morocco
Tourism Cooperation on Belt and Road Initiative”. The
forum explored several important topics including
“The ‘Belt and Road Inifiative' and Chinese-Africa
Tourism Cooperation”, and “Moroccan Tourism Product
Development and Marketing”. A tourism trade fair was
also held during the forum. Buyers from Chinese famous
fravel agencies, such as CITS, Tuniu, CCT, Utour; and
sellers from African fravel agencies attended the trade
fair and they exchanged opinions on how to develop
the "“Belt and Road Initiative” related tourism products.

On the morning of Feb. 1st, a special fraining program

on topic of “International Cities Tourism Promotion and
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Marketing” was held during the forum. A total of 164
guests from Moroccan travel agencies, hotels, and
other fravel related companies, participated the fraining
program. Experts from WTCF gave a lecture on the
fopics of “Tourism culture”, and “Consumption Habits of
Travelers” to attendees.

Li Li,
Secretary-General of WTCF; Sajid Mohammed,

Chinese Ambassador to Morocco; Song Yu,

Morocco’s Minister of Tourism; Rachid Hamzaoui, Finance
and Administrative Director at the Moroccan Tourism
Office (ONMT); and Faouzi Zemrani, Vice-President,
National Confederation of Tourism of Morocco,
addressed the forum respectively and delivered keynote
speeches.

In 2015, about 15,000 Chinese tourists visited Morocco;
in June, 2016, Morocco implemented the visa-free
entry policy for Chinese citizens; from January to
August, 2017, the number of Chinese citizens visiting
Morocco increased 315% over the number of the same
period of the previous year, topping the tourist number
growth rate list of Morocco. Af the end of 2017, the
total number of Chinese people fraveling to Morocco
reached 100,000 during the year. To the extremely rapid
increase of Chinese tourists visiting Morocco, WTCF
served as a posifive driving force, and is a successful
case that WTCF boosts the tourism development of its
member cifies.

Morocco cities Rabat, Fez, and Casablanca joined WTCF
in 2014 and has become members of WICF.

400 people from 69 cities and 31 tourism related
institutions of 42 countries participated in the WTCF
Rabat & Fez Fragrant Hills Tourism Summit 2015.
Representatives from the most famous travel agencies
in China, such as CITS, CTS, Ctrip as well as presidents,
CEOs and fop managers attend the summit, which push
forward the China-Morocco fravel products. The group
fours to Morocco growth exploded after the visa-free
policy materialized. 300 media outlets attended the
summit fo guarantee the media visibility in China, which
helped Morocco transform into a travel destination on
bucket list from a “Land of Mystery”.

After which, WTCF actively helped to promote Morocco

to travel agencies of insfitution members and media

004 WORLD TOURISM CITIES

outlets of the Committee of Media Organizations, which
made more and more Chinese tourists know about
Morocco.

This forum will boost the cooperation between China
and Morocco as well as the countries along the “Belt
and Road Initiative.” By updating the travel products,
promoting the non-governmental exchanges,
strengthening the opening and cooperation and
innovation ability fo form the development pattern of
the “Land - Sea and East — West Mechanism.”
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General, introduced the research outcome of the UNWTO-WTCF City
Tourism Performance Research
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Mr. Li Baochun Executive Deputy Secretary-General of WTCF, was
invited to deliver opening remarks as the Co-Host representative of [TB
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Song Rui, Specially Appointed Expert of WICF Expert Committee, and
Director of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), infroduced
the Report on World Tourism Economy Trends (2018)
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The panel discussion themed with “New Trends and Driving Forces for

the Chinese Tourism Market”
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WTCF Co-Hosts ITB Berlin
Convention for the Third Time

On March 7, 2018, the 52nd Internationale Tourismus-
Borse Berlin (ITB Berlin) was officially opened in Berlin,
capital city of Germany. As the Co-Host of 2018 ITB Berlin
Convention, World Tourism Cities Federation (WTCF) led
a delegation to attend.

At the opening ceremony of the convention, Mr. Li
Baochun Executive Deputy Secretary-General of WTCF,
was invited to deliver opening remarks as the Co-Host
representative of ITB Berlin. In his speech, Mr. Li Baochun
infroduced WTCF and its latest development. He also
illustrated the trends in China’s outbound tourism market
and highlighted the latest research outcomes of WTCF.
After the opening ceremony, WTCF hosted two sessions.
The first session’s theme was Infroduction of Report on
World Tourism Economy Trends (2018) and UNWTO/WTCF
City Tourism Performance Research. The research was
the latest research results of WTCF.

Song Rui, Specially Appointed Expert of WTCF Expert
Committee, and Director of Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences (CASS), infroduced the Report on World Tourism
Economy Trends (2018). Based on research and analysis
on the total scale of the global tourism economy and
other essential data, and following the idea of the
“function of tourism in the world economic pattern”,
the Report offers an insight on the profound research in

four aspects: The Global Tourism Economy, Tourism Firm
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That Went Public, Science Changing Tourism, and Talent
Building of the Tourism Industry, and predicted the eight
frends of development of the world tourism economy in
2018. The prediction included the following aspects, such
as the development of the global tourism economy;
the pattern changes of regional development; the
emerging economies’ fourism industry; the tourism
development of BRICS; the relationship between tourism
and the international service and trade industry; the
global tourism investment; cities play an important role
in the global tourism economy; and the global tourism
companies that went public.

The Report indicated that in 2018 the growth rate of
the world tourism market will confinue to surpass the
growth rate of the world economy. The ftotal growth
rate increase from global fourism market is expected
to reach 6.7%, higher than the growth rates of the
global GDP at 3.6% and 2.9%, which was predicted by
the Internatfional Monetary Fund and the World Bank
respectively.

Esencan Terzibasoglu, Special Advisor fo the UNWTO
Secretary-General, infroduced the research outcome of
the UNWTO-WTCF City Tourism Performance Research,
which was jointly released by WTCF and UNWTO. The
WTCF and UNWTO have jointly conducted the research
project since 2015. The aim of the project is to achieve
the information of cities through a set of criteria that can
be used globally to benchmark tourism performance in
urban cities, and provide evidence to the destination
fourism managers for making policies. 15 cities
participated in this research project, such as Beijing,

Cape Town, Marrakesh, Buenos Aires, Hangzhou, Bogota,

Sapporo, Seoul, Tianjin, Tokyo, Linz, Turin, Antwerp,

Berlin and Copenhagen. Around 100 companies and
professional audience came fo the release conference,
where they asked questions and made exchanges on
the two released researches with WTCF.

Ms. Esencan Terzibasoglu, as the moderator, hosted
the following event with the theme of New Trends and
Driving Forces for the Chinese Tourism Market. The panel

guests included: Kaari Artemjeff, Marketing Manager




(China & Russia) of Helsinki Marketing; Ralf Ostendorf,
Director Market Management of visitBerlin; Dr. Song Rui,
Specially Appointed Expert of WTICF Expert Committee,
and Director of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences;
Roger Qiu, GM of Europe, Middle East & Africa of Ctrip.
com Infernational Ltd.; and Tony Jin, Product Director of
Caissa. The panel guests exchanged their ideas on “"What
are the special characteristics of the Chinese tourists
for an urban destination in Europe?”, "What are the
main features of the tourism products (or experiences)
that they are looking for?” and “What is the new
characteristics of Chinese Group tourists?”, and they
explained and discussed the latest phenomenon and
frends of Chinese tfourists of outbound fravel market from
different aspects.

WTCF has co-hosted ITB Berlin Convention, which is the
leading fourism fair and fravel trade show in the world
tourism industry, for the third time since 2016. This year’s
ITB Berlin has attracted over 10,000 enterprises from more
than 180 countries, and up to 180,000 individuals visiting
26 exhibition halls.
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Zhang Jianhua, Deputy Secretary-General of the People’'s Government
of Guangzhou Municipality, and other leaders visited the booth of
WTCF
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Recommending member tourism resources to the visitors
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Introducing WTCF to the visiting profesmonol audience

WORLD TOURISM CITIES 007



X E5SEA WTCF News

BRI, DHREREGRIMEARS, BHESIEZEH
IR BIZHL. FE. R JER FUl. ML XL B
#. BH. EX. KiE. =T, B8 BRF 20 R/RKKER
WhER, URINEN. BN, fEEMRR TS, &Y
ki FEIL+ RS Rt =AE GITF,

219 25 FHRE, GITF ERATEIDHERE . &0
A BRI REE PRIk RS S . £ 2017 & 4 NRIERVEM
£, 2018 IINEFRIRFRITIBIRE A RIE, BEIRIZE
FricrB=ikrENE. ERREERE. NERITHHER
IEFERIRFRRE. AATWEREHISITRE 53 ME
FAMMXAY 1029 RIPW SR, REERIA 3.6 5FHK.

Y

The 2018 Guangzhou International
Travel Fair Kicks off, WTCF Joins the

Trade Fair and Actively Promotes
Tourism Resources of Its Members

The annual Guangzhou International Travel Fair (GITF)
commenced on March 1st, 2018, in Guangzhou.WTCF
represented its members to participate in the trade
fair, widely communicate with the professionals in the
tourism industry, and actively promote the tourism
resources of its city and institutional memibers.
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The 2018 GITF opening ceremony
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A large number of visitors came to this frade fair, at which
WTCEF distributed 1,000 pieces of promotional products to
professional visitors and the citizens. The visiting audience
showed great interest in the city and institutional members
of WTCF, and subscribed to the official WeChat account
of WTCF, expecting to get more useful information. Those
who also attended the trade fair are representatives from
more than 20 WTCF city members such as Los Angeles,




Hong Kong, Macao, Beijing, Hangzhou, Guangzhou,
Wuhan, Chengdu, Luoyang, Chongging. Dalian, Sanya,

Guilin, Nanjing etc., and nearly 10 WTCF institutional

members such as Sina.com.cn, Tencent (gg.com), China
International Travel Service, Tuniu.com, etc.

With 25 years of development, the GITF has already
become the earliest large-scale international tourism
exhibition in China with the longest history. Based on
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the four exhibition halls set up last year, the 2018 GITF
has newly added the Tourist Commodity hall, and set
up exhibition halls named International Travel & M.I.C.E,
Domestic Travel, Local Travel Agency, and Thematic
Tourism during the same period. The five professional
themed halls have attracted 1,029 enterprises from
53 counftries and regions, with the exhibition area
amounting to up to 36,000 square meters.
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