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I ndustrial and Cultural Creativity
MAKES THE CITY MORE DYNAMIC
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Industry allows the city and the people who live in it fo enjoy conveniences,
which is the blessing of the city.

Industry makes the city and the people who live in it feel stressed, which is the
pain of the city.

Cultural creativity soothes the pain to the city brought by the industry, thus
cold plants and equipment become a carnival place for tourists with different
experiences.

Industrial and cultural creativity makes the city more dynamic!
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London Canal, Past and Present of Golden Waterway
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When it comes to the industrial revolution, there is no
counfry fo have more rights to speak than the United
Kingdom.

As the capital of the United Kingdom, every corner of
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London is filled with memories and fragments of the
industrial revolution. The Grand Union Canal, known as
the “golden waterway” during the industrial revolution
is in sight. Boating on the canal, you will find that a
different London is on the scene.

The opening of the canal means tons of the gold

In early days of British industrial revolution, waterway
became the fastest transportation artery, which
aroused the plan of developing and constructing a
canal system in Britain. In the 18™ century, through
various forms of investment, Britain was actively
engaged in canal digging. Finally, known as “golden
waterway”, Grand Union Canal was completed. The
main water system started from London and ended up
in Birmingham, located 200 kilometers north to London.

It was composed of Grand Junction Canal, Regent’s
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Canal and Warwick Canal.

Grand Junction Canal was the main channel
connecting London with other canal systems in Britain.
Goods transported from industrial cities in northern
and central Britain fo London mainly passed through
this channel. One of the branches to Paddington soon
became a busy inland fransportafion hub. The goods
were unloaded from barges here and transported to
other parts of London by carriage.

P
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Paddington is no longer a freight fransfer station;
instead, there emerged magnificent Paddington Station
and a new commercial district. Paddington Station,
in particular, has become the busiest transportation
hub in Britain. In the familiar English movie Paddington,
the first stop in London that the cute bear arrived aft is
Paddington Statfion, and there is actually a sculpture of
a little bear in the station.

Near Paddington Station, there is another scene that
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cannot be missed, that is, the Rolling Bridge, a miniature
steelwork full of sense of modern and design along the
canal. The designer is ingenious in his design, allowing
the bridge to be freely retracted and released. It can
be rolled up to allow ships through and it can also be
lowered to allow pedestrians to cross the river. Walk
northward along the canal from Paddington for a while,
and you will see the triangular confluence of canals.
Known as “Little Venice”, the “tiny waterside tfown" is
a hidden but beautiful spot in London. Various boats
floating on the water are of different shapes and colors.
Isn't it happy to enjoy the peace away from the hustle
and bustle of modern city on a sunny afternoon? You
can also appreciate flowers and plants in Rembrandt’s
Garden by the river. Tulips given by Netherlands are
grown here.

The section of the canal from Little Venice to Regent’s
Park is the Regent’s Canal. It connects Paddington
branch of Grand Junction Canal and the Thames, and
goods can be fransported directly from Birmingham to
the Thames Wharf through the canal.

The Regent's Canal was once bustling for a century
and a half. In the 20™ century, the train became the
fastest means of fransportation. The canal gradually fell
silent and canal-related industries were also depressed.
The bustling scene that freighters flowed incessantly
on the canal has faded into history and the canal was
even blocked and abandoned due to disrepairs and
wastes floating over the water. The “golden waterway”
became a corner forgotten by people.

Today, the Regent’'s Canal has been fransformed into
a sightseeing river while the tugboat lane has been
fransformed into the cycle track and walkway. Most of
the bridges on the canal are made of cast iron and are
painted black. The canal, bridges and woods constitute
the scenery along the canal. When tourists travel along
the river by boat, the greenery on both sides filters out
the noise of the city and fills the surroundings of the river
with wild interest. The quiet environment has increased
additional values to the properties on both sides of the
river.

The most scenic part of the Regent’s Canal is between

Little Venice and Islington. There are many historical
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sites along the way, among which "Explosive Bridge”
should not be missed. The presence of people on board
near the iron bridge has added vitality to the Regent’s
Canal. Camden Sluice, which has a history of more
than 200 years near the wharf, continues working as
time goes by.

The stable powered the industrial revolution

The stable beside Camden Sluice also contributed
to the British industrial revolution in a unique way.
Historians once said the stream engines and railways
that actuated British industrial revolution were originally
drawn by horses, since laying railways requires horses to
pull rails and various accessories. In order to transport
sfones and steel from northern Britain to London, horse-
drawn barges were used for water transportation at that
fime. The scene was very spectacular with more than
800 horses towing the barges along the banks of the
river. In order to breed these horses, the stable was built
beside Camden Sluice. Meanwhile, veterinary hospitals,
saddle-making workshops, horseshoe workshops and
other supporting facilities were also set up. It was one
of the most prosperous industrial chains in Victorian
times. In the 1970s, this typical Victorian building was
dilapidated. Only thick and heavy cast iron columns
are supporting their histories.

Now, the stable has finally been developed into a
creative cultural market after several changes of
owners. The materials of external buildings are Victorian
red bricks and cast iron columns. The designer displays
several bronze sculptures of horses in important
positions. The horse may neigh to the sky or lower its
head to tow the boat. There is also a sculpture of the
blacksmith who is shoeing a horse. The sculptures and
historical pictures on the wall set each other off, leading
tourists back to the lively Victorian era. The red brick
warehouse next fo the stable has also been transformed
infto a commercial media center.

On the occasion of the 200" anniversary of the Regent’s
Canal, London specially created an opera to introduce
it. If you want to know about a different London, come
here and watch the past and present of the golden
waterway.
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