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Berlin is one of the largest citfies in Europe situated in the
hinterland of Europe and northeast Germany. She is
located in the center of Europe and is also called “the
heart of Europe”.

There is no heavy traffic, no many tourists, no noisy
neon bars and no magnificent artfistic sculptfures.
However, among those forgotten industrial ruins, lonely
factory sites, abandoned monitoring stations, ancient
water towers, low-standing breweries are indeed the
gathering place of avant-garde literature and art. Many
abandoned industrial sites have been transformed into
art districts or been developed into tourist attractions to
revive themselves.

The most distinctive feature of Berlin industrial sites is
the street graffiti. From the streetlight, the station fo
the exterior of the whole building, the unrestrained

graffiti endow the industrial sites with richer personality
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and beauty and make them
outdoor art galleries with abundant
connotations.

In the suburbs, huge industrial ruins
are hidden in shady greenery of “the
. The
sharp conftrast between the nature

capital of forests and lakes”

and industrial civilization forms
a silent tension. In urban areas,
ancient water towers, factories and

industrial workshops have been
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fransformed into bars, nightclubs
and museums, which are popular
places for young people in their
spare time. Berlin does not have so
many industrial sites like Ruhr Region
in Germany, but it has gradually
outlined a diversified and inclusive
city image in the down-to-earth
reconstruction of industrial sites, just
as the tourism slogan of the city:
shabby but sexy.

Listen to the sound of nature in the
water tower.

In East Berlin, there is a building
called Wasserturm, which is
relatively Chinese outside. It is the
earliest “water tower” in Berlin
and is composed of water tank,
foundation and the support or
bracket connecting the two parts.
It was used for water storage

in common residential areas,




meanwhile, it was also an important
part of the production process
in water plants and was used for
water supply in the early days. The
water fower has upper and lower
parts. The underground part is a
hollowed cambered space. The
space has two parts, one big and
one small, connected in the middle
and surrounded by layers of cement
tanks. Because of the unique sound
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effect of cambered space, the
public facility is now used by artists
as a venue for displaying sound art
gallery. The unrestrained graffiti on
the wall, green trees, red walls, the
ancient water fower standing in
green grass and hedges and the
nearby park have become good
places for leisure.

“Volant” tropical island

The tropical island resort in
Krausnick, south of Berlin, is also
a famous representative of
abandoned industrial buildings for
tourism development. The tropical
island, which claims to be the
largest in Europe, was converted
from a factory of airship. It covers
an area as large as 60 soccer fields.
Looking from a distance, the huge
ellipsoidal building lying prone on
the ground is like an enormous
spaceship of aliens. The large
arfificial lake with white beach and
palms is especially eye-catching.
Balinese craftsmen have built small
villages in Southeast Asian style
and have established large resorts
simulating fropical islands. Therefore,
it is not surprising fo see Angkor Waft
Temple in Cambodia and the Gate
of Good and Evil in Bali here.

The "“tropical island” has been
complefed for more than ten
years. Until today, new plants, birds,
buildings and vacation facilities
are still being added to the island.
There are also bars, large water
slides, spas, luxury hotels, tent
villages and even parachuting.
The uncompleted aircraft hangar
has thus been transformed into
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the largest tropical rainforest
indoors and a resort full of Asian
glamour. The island opens all
year around with more and more
customers. Germans can enjoy
Southeast Asian customs at home.
It is worth mentioning that as the
largest indoor fropical warm-water
swimming pool in Europe, fourists
can not only appreciate tropical
flamingos, but also have authentic
spicy hot pot of China on the
fropical island where temperature
is 26°C for years. There is also the
highest water slide in Germany, and
people can even take a hot air
balloon to overlook the entire indoor
swimming pool. The pragmatic
Germans furn waste into wealth and
reconstruct the industrial ruins into
a large and mulfifunctional tropical
island indoors.

Without the elegance and
delicacy of Paris and the nobility
and solemnity of London, Berlin
has preserved the widespread
industrial sites. The preservation
either combines the wonderfulness
of nature, or endows the sites with
new authentic values by modern
arts and combines civic culfure
and street art. There is no large-
scale demolition, renovation and
artificial greening. On the conftrary,
it fruly records the change of time
and gradually presents delightful
industrial authentic scenes. It has
created the unique charm of Berlin
that is diverse, inclusive, simple,
energetic, quiet and meaningful
and has made Berlin a famous
tourist city in Europe and even in the
whole world.
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