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“I would want to live and die in Paris if there were not
such a place as Moscow.”

What is in Moscow that for Mayakovsky could eclipse
Paris, the romantic city that people the world over
dream about?

Moscow is situated on the banks of the Moskva River,
which flows through the East European Plain in cenftral
Russia. Built in 1147, it boasts close to 900 years of history.
When it comes to Moscow, most people would conjure
up images of towering and dignified architectures, the

solemn and historic Red Square, the bright-colored

Topic il

Saint Basil’s Cathedral, and the Kremlin, a finalist for the
7 New Wonders of the World. Perhaps few know that
it is also one of cities boasting the best greening in the
world, known as the “Capital in the Forest”.

Moscow is embedded in the emerald sea of vegetation,
dotted with trees and artificial lakes. Thousands of
spectacular historical sites and modern edifices of
varying heights add life and zest to this elegant and
majestic city.

Street painters and musicians are everywhere in
Moscow; af night on the meadow of Moscow State
University, someone is humming the “Moscow Nights™;
at the Bolshoi Theatre, little swans are pirouetting; the
Moscow Metro is an underground palace where people
lose sense of fime and space. Designed by famous
architects, with ambitious scale, grand décor and
unigue style, many Moscow Meftro stations have been
likened to an “artificial underground sun” and widely
considered the most beautiful metro in the world.
Moscow is not only a green paradise, but a winter
wonderland as well.

From the first snow in November to April when ice and
snow completely thaw, Moscow spends half of the year
in numbingly-cold weather.

Each Muscovite is a connoisseur of coldness, ice and
SNOW.

"Cold frost and sunshine: day of wonder!

The snow below the bluish skies,

Like a majestic carpet lies,

And in the light of day it shimmers.

The woods are dusky. Through the frost

The greenish fir-trees are exposed;

And under ice, ariver glitters.”

Such the poet Pushkin wrote about the Moscow winter.
“Cold” and “wonder” can be mentioned in the same
breath. The sensibility is quintessential Russian.

Indeed, “cold” can be “wonderful”.

In Moscow, skating is a “backyard sport”. In major parks
in Moscow such as the Gorky Park and the Sokolniki
Park, sophisticated skating rinks are built each winter.
Enter an eatery with your ice skates on, and play with

the squirrels begging for food when eating would be a
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lot of fun. Visitors are welcome to the Red Square Ice
Skating Rink for public shows and, if you are lucky, a
serendipitous encounter with a Russian beauty, join an
ice marathon to find what it is like to run on the ice, or
participate in an ice table tennis competition to feel the
vibrant pulse of the city. You can feel buoyed by the
way Russians luxuriate in the cold throughout the winter.
Snow white is the color of the character and culture of
Muscovites, which involves not only the crystalline ice
lamps or the marble-textured snow sculptures, but also
innumerable clothing, painfings, books, operas, plays
and songs on snow and ice.

The winter in Moscow is long and fough, which is also
why the city is so fascinating. The winter wonderland
awaits you in the next winter, with its countless wonders
and surprises.

The Kremlin
The Kremlin was built and expanded as Moscow

developed over time. Between the 11th and 12th

century, the Slavs occupied the south-western portion
of Borovitsky Hill and built a fortified structure on it, which
was the nascent form of the Kremlin. By the end of the
15th cenftury, it already became the center of state
power and religious authority. From the 18th to the 19th
century, Russia moved its capital to Saint Petersburg
but was still used for coronation ceremonies. In 1918,
Moscow regained its capital role as seat of the organ of
supreme power. At present it is the official residence of
the President of Russia.

Red Square

Red Square is a city square in central Moscow adjacent
to the Kremlin. As one of the most iconic locale in
Russia and one of the oldest squares in Moscow, it is
considered a witness to Russian history and a pride of
Russians.

The 2018 FIFA World Cup will take place in Moscow
soon. Football fans from all over the world will warm the
cockles of the heart of this city of ice and snow.
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