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NERLEE - DB EESTE—GIES XA EAEAS
—HEEL” , XEEHTIXSTERBARIEN, B T IXEE
IR B KAES .

RSO EETUE IR ERRIM A 20, RV IBERRIFAEMES
FEmAlE, MEBTHIAE, BIEEE.

HL, BRTABENEIIX BRIV IEBRRAZ S, (REFEER
—EXNREFENAKRBRES, KETRHEEE/L ERELR
MARIFRENR . BE. TEFRINAEMEZSARARHZ
—, XERBHRRRNZAR. ERENEIL. RIASEE
=, MBBEARER

(RHRSEFHR

ERETHHERER, B— T RIREMIE, JEBRSW,
BT BRI T RIRAA A IS . (RERZUEFER R
FEFAR, BMOTHRIBIUWETRP, SFEDER.

WEES

(RHREI A=y

EEXZLEBAHHFMF 0 (NASA Johnson Space
Center) EFAWESHL, 1969 FAEEHEEH., TSN
RO FRRIIGHOMFEZELAES .

RHERS B ZAR 1S

DEBERZM 10 KEWIEZ—, KRETBEEmAKHIEDIE,
METFFE N (Hermann Park ) &b/, REEEREKX.
HAREX. 2fRE. MAX BBR/FR A ME .,

KEDEXET

UFHFErEE, LFENERE LHBESKFNREEE
HeBE, Xk, BEE. HE. BLRENERE. 8F
CHRE/NBFR, B LIRS .

Huston occupies a unique place in the heart of Chinese
sports fans. Many of us who have never been o the city
feel a strong affinity to it.

Because of a person, a team and a sport, a strange city
across the Pacific Ocean feels like home. The person
is Yao Ming; the team is the Houston Rockets and the

sport is basketball.

If football enjoys most popularity, basketball can pride
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itself on the greatest number of players in the world.
Since 1891 when it was invented by Dr. James Naismith,
basketball quickly took the North America by storm
and soon spread to all corners of the world. In 1946,
the National Basketball Association (NBA), the most
significant professional basketball league in the world,
was founded in 1946. In 1967, Huston, Texas welcomed
the first NBA team of its own. A citywide craze for
basketball was instantly ignited.

The craze is also wedded to the city’s aerospace
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culture.

In downtown Houston, the stadium Toyota Center is
aftention-grabbing. Interestingly, the arena is home fo
the Houston Rockets of the of the National Basketball
Association, the Houston Comefts of the Women's
National Basketball Association as well as the Houston
Aeros of the American Hockey League: all were named
to pay homage to Huston'’s aerospace prowess. Grey-
haired elders and foddlers alike are immersed in the
perfect melding of sports and aerospace.
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In the past, Houston was known to the Chinese as the
City of Aerospace, as the NASA Johnson Space Center
and the Mission Control Center are located here. The
astronaut Neil Armstrong announced to the world,
"Houston. Tranquility Base here. Eagle has landed” after
guiding Apollo 11 to a safe fouchdown.

In 2002, the Houston Rockets picked the Chinese
basketball player Yao Ming in the 2002 NBA draft. It was
only then that the Chinese fully understood the city's
fervor for basketball and soon surrendered to the charm
of the feam and the city.
Houston fans are endearingly
old-fashioned, reminiscent of
Texan cowboys but without
the uncouthness. With the
characteristic aplomb and
patience of citizens of the
City of Aerospace, they cheer
tfo boost the morale of their
teams when their beloved
feams are doing well and
show restraint when the
teams fall behind. They crave
success but would not flaunt
their ambition. Their quiet
unobtrusive persistence is
admirable.

The city is like the fans, so is
the Houston Rockets. Players
behave gentlemanlike in
competition. But beneath
the suavity the team is more
determined fo win than other
teams. Rudy Tomjanovich, a
former coach of Yao Ming
famously said, “Never
underestimate the heart of
a champion”, from which
we can glimpse the team’s
style and the city’s gritty
personality.

The high-tech and cool-headed

City of Aerospace Basketball
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is infused with passion like a fully fueled rocket.

Besides the professional basketball team Rockets,
Houston is also proud of its cultural richness and leisure
facilities and events. It is one of a small number of
American cities with their own companies of opera,
ballet, theater and symphony, four major art forms.
Top-tier artworks, thriving commerce, professional
sports games and mouth-watering delicacies are all
available...

The Heritage Society

The Heritage Society Houston is a small museum beside
the Sam Houston Park. Visitors are free to enter and
explore the origin and development of the city. It is a
NGO dedicated to heritage conservation, with year-
round exhibitions and lectures, efc.

Space Center Houston

The Space Center Houston is the official visitor center
of NASA Johnson Space Center and the control site
of the moon landing in 1969. Visitors can access the
Mission Control and astronaut training facilities. The
International Space Station Gallery provides a look
inside the space station.

Houston Museum of Natural Science

Houston Museum of Natural Science, situated in the
northeast corner of the Hermann Park, is one of the
10 most-visited museums in America and the largest
museum in Houston. The museum complex consists
of a central facility with four floors of natural science
halls and exhibits, the Burke Baker Planetarium, the
Cockrell Butterfly Centfer, and the Wortham Giant
Screen Theatre (formerly known as the Wortham IMAX
Theatre).

Minute Maid Park

The Minute Maid Park, right by the Hermann
Park, provides a full spectrum of quality but free
performances like symphony, ballet, singing, dancing,
jazz or movie screenings almost every weekend nights,
completed with a Shakespeare Festival from late July to
mid-August every year.
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