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In his Desultory Notes on the Trip to Qingdao, Chinese
essayist Yu Pingbo encapsulated the beauty of
Qingdao in the line, “the city is nestled on three sides
by verdure near the turquoise sea; beneath a towering
mountain red-brick buildings are all one can see”.
Qingdao looks out to the Yellow Sea fo the east,
where the Eurasia meets the Pacific. In many aspects,
Qingdao’s history and culture are deeply embedded in
its marine tradition. During the Spring and Autumn and
the Warring States periods, the Shandong Peninsula,
including Qingdao, was the center of Qi, a state of the
Zhou dynasty in the Spring and Autumn period known
as a “Maritime Power”. Mirage recurs in this body of
water, making it a “Fabled Abode of Immortals” that

Chinese emperors dreamt of exploring. In early modern

Topic il

China, Western colonists forced open the Chinese
market and infroduced Western culture to Qingdao, as
is evident in the European-style red-brick buildings. For
a time Qingdao was called the “German Hong Kong”,
the “Asian Geneva” and the "Oriental Venice”.

They are not misnomers. The scenic Qingdao captivates
flaneurs with gravel roads and scarlet granite buildings
in the old town. The urban fabric reminds one of the
wrinkled face of an old man. The leisurely pace of life
here never changes. You might encounter a distinctive
foreign architecture at the next corner, which can
be Grecian, Roman, Byzantine, baroque, rococo
or pastoral...They quietly sit on the coast and the
mountains, surrounded by Chinese parasol trees, locust
frees and pines.

Red ftiles, green trees, turquoise sea and azure sky are
hallmarks of Qingdao’s scenic beauty. The coastal city
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is framed by the undulating coastline
where one can sit placidly and observe
the ebbs and flows. Sea is the city’'s
raison d'étre and over time, Qingdao
became associated with the sailing
events. Along with Beijing’s hosting of
the 2008 Summer Olympics, Qingdao
was the host city for the Olympic Sailing
competifions which took place along
the shoreline by the city. Its reputation
as a “City of Sailing” has since spread
far and wide.

In fact, the earliest sailing race in
Qingdao dates back to 1904, held
by the German Royal Yacht Club.
Back then competitions were all
about entertainment and leisure. But
they served to transplant the sport to
Qingdao. In 1936, the Tsingtao Yacht
Club held the Mayor Cup Sailing
Contest. In 1937 women began to
compete in sailing races. Affer the
People's Republic of China was
founded, Qingdao became the

cradle of Chinese sailing activities.
It established the first sailing club,
designed the first sailboard in China
and fook the lead in feaching
teenagers to sail...

The Olympic Sailing Center is a
picturesque attraction by the coast,
with white sails set against the azure
sky and the turquoise sed. This new
landmark is situated in the Yan'er
Island.

Yan'er Island is a promontory at the
southern end of the east part of
Qingdao. Circling the Fushan Bay,
it looks like a swallow flying info the
sea. Over a century ago it was only
a desolate land where fishermen
occasionally set sail, covered by

grotesque rocks shaped by the steady
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washing and battering of morning and evening
tides as well as ocean vortices around the
promontory. When the autumnal tidal surge hits,
the ocean waves splatter on the embankment,
producing snowflake-like water drops. The
sound of the waves can be heard from afar.
When they get near it is like thousands of horses
galloping tfowards you. The spectacle is called
the “Autumnal Tidal Surge of the Yan'er Island”.
On July 13, 2001, when Beijing successfully bid to
host the 2008 Summer Olympics, Yan'er Island
was designated as the site for the Olympic and
Paralympic Sailing competitions. By the end of
2007, all the venues in the Qingdao Olympic
Sailing Center were completed. After the
Olympics it also succeeded in hosting an array of
infernational sailing events. The facilities are widely
acclaimed by the Chinese and foreigners alike.
Some infernational experts referred to it as the
“best Olympic sailing venue in Asia”.

Nearly a decade has passed since the Beijing
Olympics ended. Walking by the sea where sailors
used to compete, you will find pretty yachts
berthed by the dock. But the place can be
reinvigorated by another regatta, when athletes
fight to get ahead.

If the Olympic Sailing Center is vibrant and
dynamic, at night it is a recommended destination
(paired with the Zhangiao Pier in the morning) for
locals and visitors alike. When the night falls, the
sailing center is particularly enchanting. You can
hear the whisper of waves and feel the tender sea
breeze. Edifices afar decorate the winding coast.
Elusive lights encircle the sailing center like ribbons.
In 2018 during the SCO Summit held in Qingdao,
the Olympic Sailing Center was turned into a
conference hall for Chinese and infernational
guests. Like the sea that breeds Qingdao,
Qingdao people are inclusive-minded and
modest. Historical and elegant buildings and
modern fowering skyscrapers add radiance and
beauty to each other when the rejuvenated

scenic city sef sail for new adventures.
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