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If you arrive in Guilin by a night frain, chances are that
you will be greeted by a rainfall. Find a hotel near the
Jingjiang Royal Residence when the night darkens the
street, leave your luggage in the room and go out for a
walk.

The best way to take in the scenery of Guilin is to saunter
along the Two Rivers and Four Lakes Resort. The warm
light from the rice noodle stalls, fruit shops and groceries
on the way glows in the misty rain. Step on the main
road in front of the Weixiaotang Department Store, and
the refreshing and moist flower fragrance suddenly fills
your lung. You raise your head and discover little white
buds on trees with small fleshy leaves. You wonder if it is
the smell of the sweet-scented Osmanthus.

In Chinese, “Guilin” literally means “"Osmanthus grove™.
The fresh flower fragrance spread in the air of the city is
infoxicating. The misty Li River is flowing nearby through
Guilin. Evening lights are lit on the Two Rivers and Four
Lakes. The mid-like island is decorated with colorful
lighting. The Sun and Moon Pagodas are shining. The
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river level is raised by the rain. You feel like walking in
the wonderland in the Chinese landscape scroll.

The spring rain is soothing music for a good night’s
sleep.

Wake up amid the chirping of birds and feel refreshed.
Visit the Jingjiang Royal Residence close by, which is
one of the most charming areas in Guilin. The residence
was built after Zhu Shougian, grandson of the elder
brother of Hongwu Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang became
the first Prince of Jingjiang over six centfuries ago. The
walls dating to Ming dynasty remain unchanged, now
preserved as priceless heritage in Guilin. It used to the
government of Guangxi Province in the days of the
Republic of China. Now the site serves as one of the
campuses of the Guangxi Normal University, with lush
frees, the fragrance of the sweet-scented Osmanthus
in the air, early modern Chinese architectures and the
rhythmic sound of students reciting classics. A casual
stroll on campus is relaxing.

After visiting the Jingjiang Royal Residence, walk on
to the nearby alleys to explore the only surviving old
street block in Guilin. Glimpse the traditional way of
life in the weather-worn houses in Zhonghua Road and
the Jiangnan Alley and stop to sample local delicacies
any minute you like. Sit on a stool at a food stall, and
freat yourself to a bowl of rice noodle before adding
some sour pickled turnips, bamboo shoots and Chinese
cabbage blended with capsicol, when neighboring
diners are sitting around a hot pot with mild broth.
Ginger tfea and water chestnut cakes are highly
recommended. The tea can be refilled. Old locals will
obligingly tell you what desserts are worth tasting. They
are nice and easy going chaps.

Walk along the Zhengyang Pedestrian Street and arrive
at the Shan Lake. Li Zongren lived in the Residence of

Li Zongren on the south bank as the acting President of
“the Republic of China” in 1948.
Originally, Guilin's water system circled around the city.
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The so-called Two Rivers and Four Lakes are the Li River,
the Taohua River, the Shan Lake, the Gui Lake, the Rong
Lake and the Mulong Lake. Start from the north part of
the city and go westward, cross a bridge to arrive at
the Rong Lake and the Ancient South Gate. Continue
walking, get to the Yingbin Bridge, turn right, and the Gui
Lake is in sight. Then find your way to the south side of
the Mulong Lake and leave the city water system for a
while to visit the Eighth Route Army Guilin Office located
in the south part of the Zhongshan North Road. Explore
the Diecai Park on the Diecai Road. The Li River is on
the right. Stroll along the river bank and ascend on the
Jiefang Bridge. There are some chic and atmospheric
cafes and bookstores along the way to take a rest.

If you are still in good shape, plan a hiking on the
upstream of Li River. There is no shortage of unique
ancient towns between Guilin city and the Guanyan
Scenic Resort. Start from the Jingpingshan Bridge, catch
a ferry near the Fuzi Cave, and arrive at the Major
Longmen Village. There are stone-paved alleys leading

Topic il

-

-

i 2 S

directly to the dock. Float downstream and get to the
Mopan Mountain Tourist Road in the Minor Longmen
Village. Pass the Daxu Old Town and the Lijiang Bridge,
walk along the right bank of the river for a couple of
hours to arrive at the Maozhou Island. Spend a night at
one of the farm stays. Amble along the road southward
and get to the Qianjing Village, cruise downstream,
pass the Nanting Village until you arrive at the Upper
Taoyuan Village in the south side of the Guanyan
Scenic Resort. Walk for another ftwo hours to the
Down Taoyuan Village and the Yangti Dyke. From the
Yangti Dyke fo the Xingping Fishing Village is the most
wonderful part of the trip.

The beauty of Guilin's landscape is best captured when
hiking. You feel invigorated, your skin glistening under
the sun. When night falls you will remain energetic
enough to discover more hidden gem destinations...
The frue essence of Guilin is only grasped at
unexpected moments.

Wander leisurely and get lost in the scenic city Guilin.
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