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WTCF Attends BITE 2018

On June 15, the Beijing International
Tourism Expo 2018 (BITE 2018) kicked
off at the China National Convention Cen-
ter in Beijing. World Tourism Cities Fed-
eration (WTCF) participated in the expo,

and actively promoted its members.

WTCF set up a booth at the site of the
expo. In order to better promote its mem-
ber city tourism resources to the visitors,
WTCF specially made promotional pam-
phlets about its member cities’ festivals
and so on. Large numbers of visitors
came to the booth, including WTCF'’s city
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and institutional exhibitors as well as oth-
er visitors coming to the expo.

Mr. Ali Padron, Deputy Minister of Ven-
ezuela Ministry of Tourism, introduced
the tourism situation of Venezuela and
WTCF member city Cumana, which is
one of the oldest cities in Latin America,
with many five star hotels and other
tourism related infrastructure to receive
tourists. He also expressed that he wel-
comes Chinese tourists to visit Cumana
and Venezuela. In the future, the nation
will strengthen its Chinese language
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tour guide services so as to better
attract Chinese tourists. Additionally,
tourism representatives from the Czech
Republic, Poland, other nations, and
from many of WTCF’s members also
had official conversations with WTCF.

The BITE 2018 has attracted exhibitors
from 87 nations and regions of the world
in total, and its gross area is as large
as 30,000 square meters. The expo re-
ceives 2,100 exhibitors and about 90,000
visitors, and the number of professional
visitors will amount to more than 12,000.
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WTCF and Cote
d'lvoire Bureau of
Tourism Co-host

the Cote d'lvoire

Tourism Meeting at
BITE 2018

On June 15, the Beijing International Tour-
ism Expo 2018 (BITE 2018) kicked off at the
China National Convention Center in Beijing.
World Tourism Cities Federation (WTCF),
and Céte d'lvoire Bureau of Tourism
co-hosted the Cote d'lvoire tourism meeting.

Mr. Li Baochun, WTCF Executive Deputy
Secretary-General; Mr. Santiero Jean-Marie
SOMET, Director General of Cote d’lvoire
Tourisme "Office National Du Tourisme";
and Mr. Kouassi Kakou Camille, Counsellor
of Embassy of the Republic of Cote d' Ivoire,
attend the meeting. Mr. Kouassi Kakou Ca-
mille thanked WTCEF for the support of this
meeting, and he welcomed WTCF mem-
bers to attend an international tourism expo,
the first professional tourism expo in western
Africa, which will be held in Abidjan on 27
April, 2019.

More than 10 travel agencies, which are also
the institutional members of WTCF including
CITS, CTS, Tuniu.com, uzai.com and CAIS-
SA Touristic, etc., attend the meeting as well
as travel agencies from Céte d’lvoire. Abi-
djan, the capital of Cote d’Ivoire is a member
city of WTCF and the meeting shows the
effectiveness of WTCF providing service

for member cities. WTCF developed the

cooperative platform for city members and
institution members to let them showcase
their tourism resource and tourism policies.
Having face to face communication with
China’s top travel agencies and OTAs wiill
assist in releasing Abidjan and Cote D'ivoire
travel products in China, and help Chinese
travel companies release characteristic trav-
el products of Abidjan and Cote D'ivoire.
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“Dilraba Feels Seychelles” of Feel the
World , Victoria Joins Hands with Sina
Weibo to Show Destination Splendor

Recently, the first online celebrity deep
travel lifestyle documentary Feel the
World’s third season program Dilraba
Feels Seychelles has been being aired
on Sina Weibo. This program is another

example of cooperation of WTCF join-

ing hands with its institutional member

Sina Travel and city member Victoria to
promote destination tourism resources
to Chinese tourists in a brand new way.

This time, Victoria has become one
of the filming locations of the docu-
mentary Feel the World due to WTCF
recommending the city out of many
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candidate member cities, after analyzing
the characteristics of the program. In re-
cent years, WTCF has been utilizing its
platform resource advantages to provide
multiple ways of publicity for its members,
from its interactive cooperation with Bei-
jing Sparkle Roll Interactive Technology
to create the program Travelling around
World with WTCF, which has been aired
in 46 five-star hotels in China, to its driving
force in the cooperation between Tencent
and Helsinki, and creating overseas smart

travel service testing cities, and so on. All
these efforts have reflected WTCF’s ad-
vantages as a platform.

Seychelles is an island state among the
slew of islands in the Indian Ocean, with
many numbers of beautiful islands, reput-
ed as the “Pearl of the Indian Ocean”. Vic-
toria functions as the capital of Seychelles
and also the only port city in the state, with
clean streets and lush plants, and it is the
place which tourists from all over the world
always wish to visit.

Feel the World is the first celebrity deep
experiential travel lifestyle documentary,
jointly produced by Sina Travel, Sina En-
tertainment, The Better Life and krcom.
cn, and is also a boutique celebrity travel
video with the wide spreading value which

Sina Weibo has produced with great ef-
forts. Through the celebrity deep travel,
the program aims to spread the travel val-
ue of deep travel and slow walk, explore
the unknown charms of different destina-
tions, live like locals, and discover a better
self during trips with the best quality. Since
the positive film of Feel the World’s third
season program Dilraba Feels Seychelles
has been aired for the first week, the read
count of the topic has rocketed to more
than 1.1 billion, the number of interaction
has reached more than 14 million times,
and the official materials of the video have
been aired more than 12 million times.
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Targeted Poverty Alleviation in Yushu, Encourage Characteristic

Tourism Development

WTCF Holds International Forum on Characteristic Tourism Development

and Poverty Alleviation Cooperation in Western China

From September 9 to 12, the 2018
International Forum on Characteristic
Tourism Development and Poverty
Alleviation Cooperation in Western
China was held in Yushu, Qinghai. The
forum is sponsored by World Tourism
Cities Federation (WTCF), the People’s
Government of Yushu Prefecture, Bei-
jing Municipal Commission of Tourism
Development and Beijing Poverty Alle-
viation Cooperation and Support Office,
and organized by the Qinghai Yushu
Commanding Office, Xinjiang Hetian
Commanding Office and Tibet Lhasa

Commanding Office of Beijing Leading

Team for Targeted Aid and Economic
Cooperation, and the Tourism Admin-
istration of Hetian, and the Tourism
Administration of Lhasa City. Experts
from WTCF Experts Committee, rep-
resentatives of WTCF international city
and institutional members, and more
than 100 representatives from Yushu,
Hetian and Lhasa were invited to attend
the meeting.

The forum included several activities

such as the keynote speech, tourism
development case sharing, round-ta-
ble discussion, and others. The aim
was to provide an example mode of
tourism development for Yushu and
other regions in West China through the
analysis of featured tourism destination
cases and relevant issues discussion,
thus promoting the targeted poverty al-
leviation in the assisted regions.

During the forum, representing WTCF,
Wang Ning, Executive Deputy Chairman
of the WTCF Council, and Vice-Mayor
of Beijing, delivered a speech. He said
that the Beijing Municipal Committee,
and the municipal government focuses
great attention on the collaboration work
of poverty alleviation. Secretary Cai Qi
and Mayor Chen Jining have held spe-
cial meetings several times to arrange
the deployment of related work. Tourism
is the key of collaboration work between
Beijing and the western region. To pro-
mote the rapid development of tourism
collaboration between Beijing and the
western region, we need to open up the

key links affecting tourism in the two
places. Since the Thirteenth Five-Year
Plan, Beijing’s investment projects to
aid Yushu, Qinghai Province reached
165, totaling the investment to 1.061
billion yuan; its projects to aid Hetian
reached 552, totaling the investment to
7.525 billion yuan; and its projects to aid
Lhasa tourism reached 22, totaling its
investment to 413 million yuan. Tourism
is a comprehensive and strategic indus-
try, and works as an important pulling
force in pushing forward employment
and increasing income; and working
hard to conduct tourism alleviation func-
tions as a driving effect in promoting the
comprehensive development of western
China.

As an international organization based
in Beijing, WTCF has successfully held
various forums, summarized and ana-
lyzed advantages and disadvantages of
regional tourism industry development
in order to promote the dynamic and
sustainable development of regional
tourism industry. The forums that WTCF
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has held, and will be held at a later
date includes: the WTCF Asia-Pacific
Tourism Conference in Penang, Malay-
sia; the WTCF Latin America Tourism
Conference in Bogota, Columbia; and
the European Tourism Conference,
which will be held in WTCF member
city in Europe at the end of this year.
In addition, WTCF uses its think tanks
to promote tourism development of
Chinese cities in the west, and improve
the popularity and influence of western
cities in the world tourism industry.

At the forum, CPC Yushu Prefecture
Party Secretary Wu Dejun said that
since the reconstruction of Yushu after
the disaster, a new Yushu has risen up
again from the snowy plateau, because
of the unselfish assistance of the peo-
ple from across China and the coun-
terpart support of Beijing as well as the
efforts made by the people of the entire
prefecture. Basically, equipped with
regional tourism industrial development
conditions, Yushu has transformed into
the land which started late but has ad-
vantages, in the cultural tourism indus-
trial development of Qinghai or even
the entire Tibetan area. Yushu will build
the cultural tourism industry into a stra-
tegic pillar industry of the entire prefec-
ture’s national economy, a happiness
industrial that is closely associated with
the people of the entire prefecture, and

an important platform industry used
for alleviating poverty and overcoming
difficulties. It will further explore the es-
sence of the culture of the Three River
Origins (Yangtze River, Yellow River,
and Lancang River), attach importance
to the holding of the cultural tourism
events in which the descendants of the
Yan and Yellow Emperors worship the
origins of the Three Rivers, and exert
to make contributions to the great unity
the Chinese nation and to the achieving
of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation.

At the forum, Dimitri Pittet, Economic
Officer of the Embassy of Switzerland
in China, shared the development ex-
perience of Swiss mountain tourism.
Tokumura Shisei, member of WTCF
Expert Committee, delivered the key-
note speech with the theme “Holy
Yushu, a City of Excitement”. Their
speeches provided ideas for the devel-
opment of Yushu'’s tourism, introduced
experiences, guided the direction, and
received praises of the guests.

During the round-table discussion, Karl
Wober, Director of Expert Committee
of WTCF; Fang Zehua, and Ding Peiyi,
members of WTCF Expert Commit-
tee; and representatives from CAISSA
Touristic, Utour Group Co., Ltd., JTB
Corp., BTG International Travel & Tours
answered, discussed and analyzed

questions raised by Yushu, Hetian, and
Lhasa tourism departments.

WTCF was voluntarily formed by fa-
mous tourism cities in the world, includ-
ing Berlin, Barcelona, Los Angeles and
others, under the initiative of Beijing.
WTCF now has 205 city members, cov-
er 67 countries and territories. Since its
establishment in 2012, WTCF has been
successfully held the WTCF Fragrant
Hills Tourism Summit in Beijing, Rabat,
Fez, Chongqing, Los Angeles, and
Qingdao. During the summit, WTCF
released the Beijing Declaration,
Chongqing Declaration, Los Angeles
Declaration, as well as the Action Plan
for the Brand Building of World Tourism
Cities, to introduce sharing economy to
the tourism industry and promote glob-
al development of the world tourism
industry. WTCF has grown into one of
the most influential tourism organiza-
tions in the world.

Yushu city, located in the southeast of

Qinghai province, is the capital city of

Yushu Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture.
The city, with great development poten-
tial, has beautiful natural scenery and a
rich and varied history and culture. This
place is also called “source of rivers,
mother of hills, home of yaks, place of

dance and song”, “The Tang-Tibet an-
cient road”, and “China’s water tower”.
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The 7th UNWTO Global Summit on Urban Tourism Kicks off in
Seoul, WTCF Is Deeply Involved in the Activities of the Summit

From September 17 to 18, Yan Han,
Deputy Secretary-General of WTCF,
and a delegation attended the 7th
UNWTO Global Summit on Urban
Tourism, which was held in Seoul of
the Republic of Korea. National and
regional tourism ministers, mayors,
and tourism department and enter-
prise leaders and experts from more
than 50 countries visited the summit
and discussed the “A 2030 Vision
for Urban Tourism”. The summit was
jointly organized by the UNWTO and
the Seoul Metropolitan Government,
and jointly supported by the Ministry
of Culture, Sports and Tourism of the
Republic of Korea, the Korea Tourism
Organization and the Seoul Tourism
Organization.

The two-day summit consists of four
parts: opening ceremony, keynote
speech, high-level forum, and four
special forums. During the summit,
deep discussions were held on the
rapidly developing tourism indus-
try, and the target vision was set
for achieving the Transforming our
world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development of the UN. The
themes that were discussed include
how electronic technology shapes
the future of tourism cities, the func-
tions of urban tourism—creating a
new appearance for a city through
public space, and how the mutual
compatibility between urban tourism
development and citizen welfare can
be ensured. The UNWTO released a

research report titled ‘Overtourism’?
— Understanding and Managing Ur-
ban Tourism Growth beyond Percep-
tions.

WTCF delegations attended several
activities of the conference in order to
expand WTCF'’s influence and pro-

mote the core value of WTCF. During

the conference, the opening ceremony
was held. Representatives of tourism
organizations, tourism ministers and
mayors of tourism cities attended
the event. At the opening ceremony
high-level forum, WTCF Deputy Sec-
retary-General Yan Han delivered a
keynote speech with the theme “The
Outlook of City Tourism Development
in the year of 2030”. In his speech,
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he introduced the results of the 2018
WTCF Qingdao Fragrant Hills Tour-
ism Summit, the UNWTO/WTCF City
Tourism Performance Research, and
the research of WTCF on the brand
and quality development of the tour-
ism city, and he analyzed the oppor-
tunities and challenges of tourism city
development. His speech established
the leadership and authority of WTCF
in world tourism cities. WTCF Direc-
tor-General of the Liaison Department
Chen Bo participated in the forum

at
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XI'AN FORUM FOR BUILDING A WORLD TOURISM FASHION CITY
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session with the theme “Urban Tour-
ism and City Renaissance”. At the
activity, he gave a keynote speech
focused on four aspects: cultural heri-
tage, cultural relic protection, heritage
investment, and how to improve the
service quality of a tourism city. The
work and research results of WTCF
attracted the attention of participants.
Deputy Secretary-General Yan Han,
Director Chen Bo and WTCF staff
and delegates conducted extensive
and fruitful communications with at-
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tendees, deepening the influence of
WTCEF in global tourism cities.

WTCF signed the MOU with UNWTO
in 2015 and actively participated in the
UNWTO events and work plan since
then. The cooperative research re-
port launched by UNWTO and WTCF
selected 15 WTCF member cities for
case study, which makes the interna-
tional cooperation more practical thus
improving the recognition and ability of
academic research and member ser-
vice of WTCF.

WIN

N>

RS

2018/10/9 09:36

it RhRiiF R h X S SUREILE 2018 HRANUIKFARIES

W, FEEESEIMBRILESN
RENILET “HRXUKFASKAS
HEEFPR%RE AUShRYEL.

AR EFEERSFEMWB RSN
THRREZNANBREHRS,
BIERRIR T A& R IR N P& i biifz
e, hEXKE, BRETERIEN.
S&EMRRERIT T 2018 L3F4
EfEbcir A RARIERS . 2018 21K
AT DS SRR R e ShRiF R AR 3
FRUES, PR SGEF @SR E
PRI bikanhE S ERLHT 7191

—




BeA254 WTCF News

WTCF Delegation Attends the 2018 Summit of the Worid
Culture and Tourism Conference

On October 9, the 2018 Summit of the
World Culture and Tourism Conference
was held in Xi'an of China’s Shaanxi
Province. With the theme of “Fusing
Ideas and Talents to Build a Common

Future”, the summit, which lasted for

two days, was jointly hosted by Xi’an
Municipal People’s Government,
Shaanxi Provincial Tourism Develop-
ment Commission, and Ctrip Group.
The conference consists of the open-
ing ceremony of the World Culture and
Tourism Conference Summit, Xi’an
Forum for Building A World Tourism
Fashion City, and the World Culture
and Tourism Conference’s forums with
a series of themes. Those who attend-

ed the summit’s opening ceremony

include officials from the UNWTO and

the foreign embassies and consulates

in China, persons in charge from the
world’s Fortune 500 tourism enterpris-
es and China’s Fortune 100 tourism
enterprises, persons in charge from
the Chinese domestic and international

tourism destination marketing institu-
tions, persons in charge from the key
scenic spots and theme parks, and so
on.

WTCF attended the conference as a
specially invited partner organization.
Mr. Li Baochun, Executive Deputy
Secretary-General of WTCF, attended
the opening ceremony and delivered a
speech. In his speech, Mr. Li affirmed
the tourism development of Xi'an. As
one of the first member cities of WTCF,
China’s Xi’an features profound and
beautiful historical and cultural char-
acteristics, an excellent resource ad-
vantage, and an important tourism and
cultural status. He also emphasized
that WTCF is willing to work with its
city member Xi’an and its institutional
member Ctrip Group to conduct culture
and tourism development, and push
forward the global tourism industry to a
new era.

After that, as an honored guest, Ex-

ecutive Deputy Secretary-General Li
Baochun also witnessed the unveiling
ceremony of the “Permanent Site of
the World Culture and Tourism Confer-
ence Settled in Xi'an Chan-ba”.

After the opening ceremony, Executive
Deputy Secretary-General Li Baoc-
hun joined the “closed door earnest
meeting” of the summit and also spoke
at the meeting. He proposed fair sug-
gestions on the current international
tourism industry’s development sta-
tus and Xi‘an’s tourism features and
history and culture, and so on. Other
honored guests who participated in
the meeting delivered keynote speech-
es such as China’s Online Tourism
Development Big Data Report in the
First Half of 2018, and the 2018 Global
Travel Word-Of-Mouth List Poll Launch
and Tourism Big Data Innovation, to
discuss how the world culture heritage
creates the internationalized culture
and tourism brand, and other themes.
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WTCF Delegation Attends the 2018 Annual Conference
of International Mountain Tourism Alliance

On October 13, the 2018 Annual
Conference of International Mountain
Tourism Alliance (hereinafter referred
to as the Alliance) was held in Guiyang
City, Guizhou Province, China. As a
supporter of this conference, WTCF
Deputy Secretary-General Yan Han led
a delegation to attend the conference,
and delivered a speech at the opening
ceremony.

This annual conference lasted for two
days with a theme that focused on the
mountain tourism development’s new
opportunities, new space, new model
and so on in the age of new technol-
ogy, and furthered its discussion with
the topic “new technology + mountain
tourism”. During the annual conference,
activities that were held include the

opening ceremony, keynote speech,

“Dialogue among famous mountains
in the world”, business fair and so on.
Also, the Alliance proposed an initiative
to set each year’s May 29 as the “World
Mountain Tourism Day”, and launched
the research Report on Development
Trend of World Mountain Tourism.
About 300 people including the Inter-
national Mountain Tourism Alliance
members, international organization
representatives, professionals of the
tourism industry, scholars and experts

010 WORLD TOURISM CITIES

and others attended the conference.

As the representative of a cooperation
partner and brotherhood organization,
Yan Han, Deputy Secretary-General
of WTCF, delivered a speech at the
opening ceremony. He spoke highly of
the development of the International
Mountain Tourism Alliance: the Alliance
is the first international organization
in the whole world that boosts the de-
velopment of mountain tourism as its
emphasis, and it has gradually grown
into the most influential international
organization in the mountain tourism
industry. By referring to WTCF’s re-
search result Report on World Tourism
Economy Trends (2018), he expressed
his ideas on the theme of this year’s
annual conference: “New Science and
Technology for the Development of
the Tourism Industry”; and his analysis
emphasized the resource integration
and advantages that complement one
another between “city tourism” and
“mountain tourism”. He initiated that
WTCEF, the International Mountain Tour-
ism Alliance and other organizations
join hands to learn from the experience
of each other, cooperate and conduct
development, and make positive con-
tributions to the building of a more fair,
more inclusive, and more harmonious

new order of the world tourism.

Deputy Secretary-General Yan Han
also attended “Dominique de Villepin's
saloon”. This activity was organized by
the Chairman of IMTA, and the former
Prime Minister of France. During the
activity, topics such as “Opportunities
and Challenges in Tourism Develop-
ment”, “Green Mountain Tourism”, “How
Modern Technology can be Applied to
Tourism Development”, “Tourism drives
Employment and Accurate Poverty Al-
leviation”, were discussed.

During the event, Deputy Secre-
tary-General Yan Han met and ex-
changed opinions with Shao Qiwei, Vice
Chairman of IMTA, and former Chairman
of the China National Tourism Adminis-
tration (CNTA); He Yafei, Secretary-Gen-
eral of IMTA, and former Deputy Director
of the Overseas Chinese Affairs Office
of the State Council; Lu Yongzheng, Vice
Governor of Guizhou Province; and Sun
Zhiming, Vice Mayor of Guiyang City. He
introduced the development status and
recent events of WTCF, and shared use-
ful development experience of WTCF.
He also expressed his hope that the two
organizations could have the opportunity
for deeper cooperation to establish a
stronger partnership and achieve better
development in the future.
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The 2018 World Canal Cities Forum Kicks off, WTCF Is Invited
to Attend the Forum and Delivers a Keynote Speech

The 2018 World Canal Cities Forum,
jointly hosted by the World Historic and
Cultural Canal Cities Cooperation Or-
ganization (WCCOQ), and the China Na-
tional Committee for Pacific Economic
Cooperation (PECC), was held in the
City of Yangzhou, Jiangsu Province
from October 12 - 13. Those who vis-
ited the Yangzhou forum include more
than 400 participants, who are repre-
sentatives of more than 30 countries
and more than 70 canal cities of the

world, representatives of international

organizations, national institutional of-
ficials, experts and scholars, represen-
tatives of the industry and so on. They
shared their achievements, exchanged
their cases, and jointly discussed the
blueprint of the world’s canal business
development.

This forum, which took the protection,

inheritance, and use of the world canal
cities’ cultures as its theme, is aimed
at congregating and sharing the latest
achievements of the canal cultural
development on the world stage, and
boosting the communication and coop-
eration of the sustainable development
of the canal cities.

On behalf of WTCF, Jenny Cai, Direc-
tor of WTCF Public Relations & Brand
Marketing Department, was invited to
attend the World Canal Cities Cultur-
al Tourism Cooperation sub-forum.
With the theme of “Cultural & Tourism
Development and Cooperation in Ca-
nal Cities”, she delivered a keynote
speech on the “World Tourism Cities
Cooperation Model and Case Shar-
ing”. In her speech, she introduced
WTCF’s member services: themed
discussions, Promotion and Publicity,

Industrial Training, Exhibition Services,
Consulting Services, Investment and
Financing Services, Trade Fair and
Promotion Conference Services,
Customized Services; as well as best
practices of WTCF’s member service.
The highlight of her speech was the
case study that WTCF, as a platform,
promotes cooperation among city
members.

The WCCO is a non-profit, non-gov-
ernmental international organization
formed by a number of canal cities and
economic or cultural institutions world-
wide. As one of the most important
brand activities of WCCO, the “World
Canal Cities Forum” has been suc-
cessfully held for 11 years. This event
has become an important platform to
promote cooperation and better devel-
opment for world canal cities.
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