Our Nations
Beautiful Cities

Interviews with WTCF Member City Officials Working in'China.
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Argentina— Celebrate All Year Round
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H.E. Mr. Diego Ramiro Guelar

Ambassador of Argentina to China
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SR FEIBHIXFIER City Member: Buenos Aires
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We are a very big country around 3,000,000 km2 in
the southern part of South America. Our capital is
very famous, but it is not the only one in Argentina.
We have a big Patagona region that has from deserts
to an extraordinary region of lakes and mountains. Of
course we have the Pampas. The great producer—
the great land where we produce the best beef in the
world.
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We have forms of adventure tourism. It's happening
almost every year now. Not in Africa, but in Argentina
and Chile, we have natural deserts with other moun-
tains. We have lakes. | made the proposal to go for
fishing, for hunting, for rallies. All those activities are
naturally welcome.

Then you have the most normal, | would say tourism.
That is urban tourism. Then you have Buenos Aires
and you have several important cities with a great
cultural offer. We have, in Buenos Aires, more the-
aters open every night like in New York. We have one
of the most important opera houses, that therefore,
Colon.

We love parties. That means we have music festivals
all year around and you have rock festivals and festi-
vals of classical music and of dance, popular dances.
We have this sense of enjoyment of life, then in any
moment that you go by sure, you're are going to find
something to celebrate with us.
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Belarus—the Country of One Thousand Lakes
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H.E. Mr. Rudy Kiryl

Ambassador of Belarus to China

&Rkt : BBERSE  City Member: Minsk
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We are very beautiful in our lakes and in our rivers,

and even sometimes, our friends, they call Belarus

o

“The country of one thousand lakes”. Also one third
of the territory is covered by the forests, so the first
impression when you come to the country is the fresh
air and very good, a very deep oxygen because we
have a lot of wild nature in our country.

Also on the way from Minsk to Poland there is a Be-
larus bush. It’s a wild forest with thousand years of
history and very interesting animals. It’s kind of bulls.
So, for example, in China heritage the Chinese ani-
mals is Panda, but for Belarus the same rare animal
is bull. It’s a wild bull, ox, it’s in this wild forest.
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Colombia —Land of Wonder with Art and Nature
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H.E. Mr. Oscar Rueda Garcia
Ambassador of Colombia to China
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Member cities: Bogota, Cartagena
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Colombia, located in Central America and situated be-
tween Pacific Ocean and Atlantic Ocean, has a land area
of 1.138 million km2 and the population of about 50 million.

Colombia is the second most biologically diverse coun-
try in the world, there are more than 56,000 species,
among which 9,000 were originally discovered in Co-
lombia. The country has the most varieties of birds and
orchids in the world, and it also ranks fourth place in the

world in terms of the number of species of mammals.

In Colombia, the spectacled bear, Andean condor
and others have been listed as protected animals.
Colombia has many significant festivals such as the
Barranquilla’s Carnival, Blacks and Whites’ Carnival,
Festival of The Flowers and Joropo National Festival.

There are also many excellent literary works in Colombia.
Garcia Marques, the winner of Nobel Prize in Literature,
has had nine pieces of work translated into Chinese,
among which the most famous is One Hundred Years of
Solitude. In art, Botero, a famous painter and sculptor, set
up his own institute. Most of his work is finished in a circu-
lar fashion, which is representative of own unique style.
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EgyptOld City, New Brand

Dr. Abualmaaty Shaarawy
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Dr. Abualmaaty Shaarawy

Tourism Counsellor Egyptian Embassy
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Recently, city destination can create its own image
and sub brand to the tourists and customers in using
sub branding city destination positioning in marketing
strategy, such as Cairo and its image for Chinese
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tourists as culture, history and modern life style city
and Hurghada as a leisure tourism city brand and
Luxor as a city brand for ancient pharaonic civilization
and the biggest world wide open museum.

So, all tourists from China and all over the world has
their own city image for Cairo, Hurghada and Luxor.

For sure our city member Cairo has its own USP
(Unique Selling Proposition) image that can show dif-
ferent experiences for improvement as Cairo by Night
with its Nile surface and Nile tower which colored in
red during the celebration of Chinese new year in
February 2018 with attendance of H.E Dr. Rania EI-
mashat Minister of Tourism of Egypt and H.E Ambas-
sador of China in Cairo Mr. Song Aiguo.

City tourism is one of the most important tourism prod-
ucts for tourists’ trends but for short haul markets and
destinations it can show a vital positive impact and due
to the Airlines frequency and easy means of transpor-
tations which can make an added value for city tourism
and city breaks like London and Cairo, etc.

It can play a very vital role for promotion all city mem-
bers through all marketing platforms including online
and offline and through creating B2B and B2C activi-
ties and workshops.
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Malta-— the Center of the Mediterranean
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H.E. Mr. John Aquilina
Ambassador of Malta to China
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Well, we are the heart of the Mediterranean Sea
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and the Mediterranean Sea in old civilization was
looked upon as being the center of the world. And
Malta is right in the center of the Mediterranean
Sea, 70 km south of Sicily and there we have lots
of cross civilizations. We have very close access to
Europe but also very close access to North Africa.

Actually we have a number of World Heritage Sites
tombs and the prehistoric temples in Malta, the oldest
things still standing that were erected by man. These
are wonderful things to see and they are, of course,

UNESCO and have UNESCO Heritage Sites.

So between 1530 and when the Knights left Malta
in 1798, that’s a long time. They were able to leave
in Malta much of their heritage. Co-Cathedral Saint
John, Valletta. People walk in there and they are
absolutely amazed. There’s nothing else like it. Gold
everywhere. It’s beautiful Baroque church and the
Baroque art.

Malta is not just one island. It’s three islands. We
have Valletta, then we have Gozo, and we also have
the beautiful uninhabited area of Comino, which is a
great resort.

Dghajsa is actually a very traditional Maltese boat.
You know, 4000 years ago, the eyes you see. In the
ancient tradition the eye was there to make sure the
sea voyager went and found the right destination.

The south Malta is called Marsaxlokk. Marsaxlokk is a
very old fishing village and the fishermen there still fish
in the same way people did, you know, 1000 years ago.

Malta has been a great venue for the making of mov-
ies. It's known as the mini Hollywood of the Mediter-
ranean. A lot of famous Hollywood movies have been
made in Malta like, for example, “Troy”.
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Paradise
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South Africa—Lovely Country, Animals’

EZ 0k Wit
FOAEHFIETE LK fE

H.E. Ms. Dolana Msimang

Ambassador of South Africa to China
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Of course it’s a lovely country as you see. It's in
the southern tip of Africa, the southernmost coun-
try. We have two oceans, the Indian Ocean, which
is the warm Indian Ocean on the east and on the
west coast is the Atlantic Ocean. But two oceans
meet at a point called the Cape Point in Cape of
Good Hope in South Africa, and it’s a spectacular
view to see.

It’s one of our world heritage sites, the Drakensberg
Mountain where we have those ancient rock paint-
ings by our ancestors, our very first South Africans
who live there, the Sun People. So they tell about the
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history of hunting and the various tools that we used
during those times. Very spectacular!

We have our national flower. We have one of the
most spectacular flowers, the Protea which could be
as big as your head. And we have the lkhamanga.
That’s also one of our national flowers. We renamed
it as Mandela’s gold for a good memory.

Kruger and the wild life is our major tourist attrac-
tion. What’s we called Transfrontier Park, where
the animals can move freely between Mozambique
and South Africa. Because it's border in Mozam-
bique and Zimbabwe. So the park is connected
with both Zimbabwe and Mozambique and we call
it the Transfrontier Park to allow the animals to be
free arranged.

Once a year, we have a unwind festival in Graham-
stown in the Cape. It's called Grahamstown Art festi-
val. We also have a Jazz festival.

We have an international marathon. This one called
“Comrades Marathon”. It’s the longest marathon in
the world between Durban and Pietermaritzburg.
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Sri Lanka— Our Precious Traditional Life
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H.E. Mr. Karunasena Kodituwakku
Ambassador of Sri Lanka to China
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City Members: Anuradhapura, Colombo, Galle
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It is a British who initiated the drinking of tea. Our tea
culture basically introduced by British. It is a British
tea culture, the breakfast tea or afternoon tea. | think
that uniqueness in Sri Lanka black tea comes from
the rain, the temperature and our soil. We have the
good historical wildlife rainforest. We keep it for peo-
ple to enjoy it, to research.

Of course the intangible cultural heritage is the dances.
We have some of the performances performing arts,

which had been carried out for centuries, or even longer.

If we go to sea beaches, in all provinces—in the eastern
province, southern province and western province, are
excellent beaches. Very clean! Very wet! Wet white sand
right side!

In the southern part of Sri Lanka, the largest animal
in the sea is blue whales. We will be able to see the
largest animal on the land. That is elephants. In Sri
Lanka we have both of these largest animals.
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Switzerland - Clean Environment Is a
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H.E. Mr. Jean-Jacques de Dardel

Ambassador of Switzerland to China
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Notions of cleanliness have to do with your immediate
environment, respect for your own self, and for the
others, because you don’t want the others to suffer
from your lack of cleanliness, and it also relates to

o

health issues. And on both counts Swiss being very
considerate to each other. They tend to want to have
a clean environment for themselves and especially
for the others.

And we’re able to put more and more inputs into
this trading but also into our industrial and services
sectors, and so with that we became more proficient
at producing what the world’s needs in the industrial
fields and | mentioned the pharmaceutical and chem-
ical industry but the machine tool industry is very
heavy. And watches, everybody knows, but precision
instruments, also, finances, they date back to the
1400s.

We are a small nation when it comes to demogra-
phy, so we can’t seed all sports with excellence, but
what has happened is that in certain fields, we have
become better either because of well comparative
advantage, we have the mountains, so for skiing and
winter sports we have a comparative advantage on
countries which don’t even have snow.
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Uruguay —Football and Carnivals Welcome You

HIREE - FIEEHR

SR ERFEHMEIEXE

H.E. Mr. Juan Fernando Lugris Rodriguez
Ambassador of Uruguay to China
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Member cities: Montevideo, Punta del Este
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Uruguay is really a country with a very developed tour-

ism industry. The country has a population of less than
4 million, but is also able to receive 4 million tourists.

The capital, Montevideo, attracts various elements

o

brought by immigrants from various countries. All kinds
of activities are held here. There are many amazing
buildings which have been included in UNESCO?s list.

The Casapueblo was built by a painter named Carlos
Paez Vilar6. He was a very famous painter in Uruguay
and he visited many islands and some African coun-
tries such as Mali. He built the The Casapueblo by
combining the Mediterranean and African features he
observed on his travels. Initially he planned to paint in
the building, but in his 60s, many artists came to this
area from other parts of Latin America. Then the area
became a small town for painters.

We won the World Cup champion twice and took
home gold medals in Olympic football twice. Uruguay
was also the hosting place of the first FIFA World Cup
in 1930. We have a football history museum and you
can find many memories about football here.

Pampas Steppe is located half an hour away from
Montevideo. The cows we keep here are expecially
strong, and the quality of the cows we export to all
parts of the world is very good.

Colonia del Sacramento is a very beautiful small town.
In this small Latin American city alone, you can feel
the various national customs, such as Spanish, Brit-
ish, and Portuguese customs..

We hold the carnival of the longest duration, in which
people march in an exceptionally long procession
while singing and dancing. It is a spectacular event!
(3R | SRR (hRiF 240 ) TR, S==aiiTs)

(Interview/These articles are collected according to The
Travel Channel in China, some parts were abridged)
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